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Did you guys enjoy the vegetables that we ate last week? I thought so. I promise you guys we
were gonna be eating vegetables again this week. Because why not? And I told you there'd
be a little bit of cheese on the broccoli this week. I mean, it might taste better, it might not.

And so... I'm actually a little excited. I'm actually a little nervous. I don't know why I'm nervous
to talk about the principles in God's Word. We talk about forgiveness. We talk about

repentance. We talk about giving thanksgiving. We've hammered all these topics. And the
attribute of a believer involved with generosity is something that we don't touch that often in

this walk, in this movement, as if it's taboo, as if we should be ashamed to talk about an
attribute that we're supposed to have. So, grab your forks, we need some asparagus and

some broccoli, a little bit of cheese on top. I've lost my clicker, so when I do like this, I'm going
to do like an Indiana Jones whip, and that's the cue for the next slide. So, the name of this

message is Believers as Benefactors. You guys know what a benefactor is? Awesome! We're
going to go over the definition for everyone else here in just a second. Generosity versus greed.

Yes, that is Ananias and Superior in the picture, just so you know. And so, We'll just jump in.
Romans 16, verse 2. I commend to you our sister, Phove, or Phoebe, if you watch Friends, a

deacon of the ecclesia, or the church, of, what was it? Cancrii. So that you may welcome her
in the Lord as is fitting for the saints and help her in whatever she may require from you. So

what Paul is doing is Paul is identifying this woman, Phove, right? Phoebe. And he's
identifying her as, in the Greek it says deacon. Right? Which, you know, we think of deacon
now and it's like this position in a church and so on and so forth, which could be. We're not

sure what the title involves. Deacon also means servant. The ESV Bible actually has a footnote
that says minister. There's a lot of debate over this woman and what her role was in the

fellowship in the ecclesia. One thing is for sure, Paul... officially recognized her as a servant, an
official servant, an official role. She did something at this ekklesia that was worthy of
recognition. Okay? A lot of people like to discount it because, oh, she's a woman, and

obviously women can't have authoritative roles in the scripture. If you saw the message on
Paul when I talked about women, I disagree with that in the context of the time period that

Paul lived in. Neither here nor there. So he's recognizing this woman, right? And she's a
deacon, minister, servant, official recognized role in this ecclesia. And he's writing to Roman.
He's like, listen guys, you better take care of her. She's worthy to be taken care of. Why is she

worthy to be taken care of? For she has been a benefactor of many and of myself as well.
Benefactor. So not only does she have an official role in the ecclesia... And she needs to be
honored by everybody that's around her, the other believers. He says the reason why she

needs to be honored is because she is an example of what a benefactor should be. She has
been a benefactor to many people, especially to me. Matt, what's a benefactor? That works

well, huh? A person who gives money. Can't really beat around the bush much. I mean, a
benefactor is in first century context with someone who gave money. Synonyms would be a

patron. Remember when we talked about what is grace, about the patron-client
relationships? Patron would be a benefactor. Supporter, backer, sponsor, donor, contributor,
subscriber. He was recognizing Fove because she was generous and she was a benefactor.

She supported Paul and many, many, many others. It's interesting because in Luke chapter 8,
um, profound, profound example of the humility of Yeshua. What's Paul say about Yeshua?
Though he was rich, he became... Soon afterwards, he, who's he, went on through the cities

and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God, and the twelve
were with him. And also some women... who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities,

Mary called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, Joanna, the wife of Cusa,
Herod's business manager, she was a well-to-do, Susanna, and many others who were
contributing from their own resources to support Jesus and his disciples. NLT version.

Benefactors. I find it fascinating because Yeshua can tell Peter to go catch a fish and to get
some money. "Well, we don't got anything to pay. Go catch a fish. It's gonna throw up a

bunch of money. You just pay that, right? It's enough for both of us. Send it in." Yeshua could
have walked out to the sea and said, "Come on, guys. Pay up. All the fish popping money out

of them." Yeshua put his ministry in a position where not only did they need money, he
accepted it... from a bunch of women in the first century. Just let that sink in. Though he was
rich. Wow. That was not the most honorable thing that he could have done. Honor, that's not
the right word. What's the right word? His peers would have looked down on him for this. It's

interesting. I think I have a quote from IVP. See, I was on an Illustrated Bible Backgrounds
commentary. Fantastic biblical commentary. Literally, the text reads, they were serving them

from their possessions. These are women of some substance and means. It was not
uncommon for wealthy patrons to support traveling teachers in the Greco-Roman world.

What is uncommon is that these women were traveling with Jesus, a respected rabbi, and
are treated as his disciples. Rabbis of this day did not have female disciples. Our Messiah is

awesome, isn't he? Our Messiah is not going to let some culture bond him in for the way he's
going to run his ministry, ushering in the kingdom of God. I love that. What's our next slide?
Before I go any further, I want to name my sources. One of the biggest sources I used for this
message, specifically about benefactions, is from an author by the name of Bruce Winner. I
have his book in the back in my book bag. It is called Seek the Welfare of the City, Christians
as Benefactors in the First, Second, Third Centuries. It is a book that is so boring, you will get

mad and yell. Mm-hmm. Bruce Winner is also the one that wrote the book, what was it, about
the new women of Rome. The one I based the Should Women Teach message on. Boring
book, boring, very edifying in its content. Fantastic book and also a dissertation written by

Sarah Bailey, Breadwinners, and Benefactors. So if you want to audit me, you can get these
resources. Jeremiah 29.7, a verse I never even noticed before. Before I read Bruce Winters'

book. Shamefully, Jeremiah 29, I mean, we all know a lot of the verses in that chapter. This is
God speaking through the prophet, and basically he's telling Judea. He's telling the Jews, the

Judeans, as they're going into Babylon, right? Exile. They're going into exile. They're being
kicked out of their land, and they're going to be scattered in pagan Babylon, and always

pagan city with all these other pagan people. And something that God tells Jeremiah to tell
them, he says this. But when you get there, all these pagan cities, foreign lands, all your lands

done, probably got some friends get killed and Nebuchadnezzar came in. I mean, you just
went through, you know, a lot. And now I'm going to send you to this pagan, pagan, pagan,
pagan country because of the sins. When you get there, seek the welfare of the city where I

have sent you into exile. Pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare, you will find your
welfare. And then he goes on and he says, listen, if anyone like other prophets or anyone who,
you know, diviners or whatnot, soothsayers, if anyone comes and claims that God told me to
curse this city or God told me to do anything else, don't believe them. This is what I'm telling
you. And I tell you what, about 70 years from now, I'm going to take you out of here. You're
going to return to your land. But while you are in exile, you will pray for the city that you're
going to be living in. That's just a verse you let sink in for a little while. Because God says,

listen, when you're in Babylon, don't just pray for yourself. Don't just pray for the welfare of you
and your family. You need to pray for your city. You need to pray for the community that
you're in. But God, there are a bunch of pagans. I don't care. I sent you there for a reason.

You're going to pray for all of the entire city that you're going to. And when I hear your
prayers, I'm going to bless the city. It's going to rain on the city. And by default, it's also going

to rain on you. You will find your welfare in its welfare. I love that, especially the political
season we're in. Are we in exile? We're not home yet. We know what the prophets say. We're
going to be going back to the land. We're still in exile. The gathering of the four corners of the
earth hasn't happened. We're going to be praying for the cities that we're in, the nation that
we're in, the people that are around us. If we pray for the nation, the nation will be blessed,

and we will be blessed because the nation is blessed. Now Philippians 3.20 does say that we
are part of another citizenship, one that is not on earth, that is in heaven. And that's going to

lead us to, I think, the next slide or the one after here in just a second. We see this same
theme specifically in 1 Peter. Nope. In the epistle of Diognostus. So, Diognitus was, the Epistle

of Diognitus was a patristic writing, I guess, kind of, sort of. It was a letter that was written
from an unnamed disciple to this guy named Diognitus. And it was written somewhere in the
mid-second century. So, between 130 to 170, somewhere in there. And essentially, this disciple

is explaining to Diognitus who the believers are, Christians, who these Christians are, how
they act, and he's essentially defending the faith. And something that he writes, he writes, it's

very interesting. He writes about the Christians that live in all of the Roman cities. Roman
cities are not religious yet. They are pagan. It's our favorite word, right? Pagan. In chapter 5,
verse 4 of this passage, of this letter. and confessedly contradicts expectations. Believers are

doing something that really contradicts what you would expect them to be doing. They dwell
in their own countries, but only as sojourners. They bear their share in all things as citizens,
and they endure all hardships as strangers. Every foreign country or every foreign city is a

fatherland to them, is a home to them, and every home is like a foreign city to them. This is
how the first and second century believers lived in the Diaspora, in the Roman Empire. They

came and they acted as if they were citizens. They paid taxes, they did everything they're
supposed to as citizens, but they humbled themselves as foreigners. They knew that this was
not going to be their final place. They accepted that. They knew what the scripture says. This
isn't our land, but you know what? While we're here, we will seek the welfare of this land. We
will be the ones who come and benefit the city. We will be the benefactors of the town. When
people look at us, even though we are sojourners, we will act and do everything as citizens. 1

Peter talks about a very similar situation. In 1 Peter 2.11, Beloved, I urge you as aliens and exiles
to abstain from the desires of the flesh that wage war against the soul. Conduct yourselves

how? So he's telling the believers, he's like, listen, you're among a bunch of heathens. We
understand you're among a bunch of heathens. But while you're in the heathen cities... No

one's gonna like you. It's okay. No one's gonna like you because you're a believer in the
Messiah. You're a believer in the Son of God. You're a believer in the King of Israel. And they're
gonna talk bad about you. Don't try to buck back. Don't try to swear at them back. Don't try

to call them names. Be honorable. How do you be honorable in the first century? So that
when they see the things that you do that are honorable, they ain't got nothing to say. Yeah,
they believe in that Jesus, Yeshua over there, but man, they built this new road for us. I can't
say nothing about that. Praise God. I think we got one more. Drill this in. So rulers in the first

century, second century Roman Empire had two civic duties. Okay? One was to punish
evildoers. The other was to praise those who do good, right? Right? Bruce Winter, quote from
his book, So the question is, guys, is in the 1st and 2nd century... In the context of what these
writers are saying, how were early believers supposed to do good? How were they supposed
to be recognized as good? He just said when the leaders come, the leaders need to praise

you. The pagan Roman leaders need to praise you believers in Yeshua. How does that
happen? We can skip it. Point made. They did this by inscriptions. You guys ever been a part

of a fellowship or a church and when they were raising money for like maybe that kid's
classroom or that fellowship hall or that building or whatnot, you know, if you gave a lot of
money or enough money, they'd take a brick and they'd write your name in the brick and
they'd put that in the sidewalk that you helped fund or they'd put it in the wall right in the

middle of that fellowship hall or they'd name the hall after you, right? Jason Price Fellowship
Hall, right? They did the exact same thing in the Roman Empire. They would put inscriptions

on the plate in the ground in front of the buildings or in the town square. They would have
monuments built with the inscription praising the benefactor who gave money to the city.
Here's an inscription of a benefactor in Ephesus named Scythes. Whereas Scythes, son of

so-and-so, has been good to the citizens with whom he has been involved, eagerly coming
forward and without hesitation, as it is right and proper for a man who loves his city and is

concerned for honor and good standing among the citizens, that the people, being grateful
to such and having seen the fine and noble character of that man, have resolved to praise
because of the diligence and the forethought, In other words, it's my opinion When Paul's

talking specifically in Romans 13 through 16, and what Peter's writing in 1 Peter, this was the
result of honorable deeds. This is how the rulers would praise first century benefactors. Think
of it this way. You're in a pagan city. You want to represent who? Right? That's what your job
is. That's what we talked about last week. So that when you're generous, people will praise

who? God, right? How do we do that in a city that hates us? You become benefactors. You go
above and beyond. You don't just blend in as a citizen, you stick out as a benefactor of the

city. Not a patron, because a patron in the political arena had clients that would follow them
around. There was a political agenda most of the time. A benefactor is like a patron with no

clients. And then, heaven forbid, a believer in Yeshua in the late 1st or early 2nd century would
be recognized by the Roman Empire by a governor of the city to have his name placed in

town square as a benefactor for everybody to recognize and honor this honorable and noble
man. Wait a second. Isn't he a Christian? Isn't he a believer in this Yeshua guy? Wow. This

Yeshua guy might not be so bad. You see the agenda? This is the inscription of Erastus found
in Corinth. Now, most people believe that this inscription for Erastus is the same guy that's

mentioned in Romans 16:23, right? Erastus, the city treasurer. And the inscription reads, from
what we have left of it, "Erastus, in return for his ship, laid the pavement at his own expense."
He built a road! But if he was the believer that's mentioned in Romans chapter 16, it wasn't
just him that was recognized, it was the entire community of faith. I believe this was Paul's

agenda as well as Peter's agenda in writing to the believers. You're not supposed to be stingy
to the city that you're in. You're not supposed to be someone who just blends into the city that

you're in. Why? Because if you blend in, everybody's going to think that you're just like
everyone else. You're not set apart. You're not something special. You don't serve anyone

special. You don't do anything special. What if you could actually stand out? What if through
your actions, your benefactions, people would be John to the kingdom of God. Romans 13, 3,
for rulers and not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of one who is
in authority? Then do what is good and you will receive his approval. That's what they were

after. And so all that being said, you have a little bit of history. That's all the cheese you get on
your broccoli today. I hope you enjoyed it. What must a believer do in order to become a

benefactor? What's the attribute a believer has to have, has to get over, in order for them to
make the decision, you know what, I'm going to do my best to become a benefactor of the

city that I'm in. This attribute starts with a G. I promise you, you know it. You have to be
generous. Generosity has to be an attribute before you can become a benefactor as Paul and

Peter both urged the believers to do. And so, generosity is the opposite of... Who said that?
Who said greed? Good job! Greed. Generosity is the opposite of... So we're going to discuss

generosity angry today. Broccoli, Brussels sprouts. Turn with me to Acts chapter 4. And
immediately, some of you are going to start rolling your eyes. But that's okay. I don't care. Acts

chapter 4, starting in verse 31. We're going to be discussing the first century believers. And
we're just going to read some scriptures. Can we read some scriptures and just see? See what
is in the scriptures. Everybody, let me know when you're there. Raise your hand. Acts 4.31. 2016,
you guys don't have an excuse. You got smartphones and tablets. You don't even have to turn
to that. You can, boop, Acts 4, 31, right? Everybody got it? Everybody's gonna have it? Okay. I
put it up on the screen for those of you who didn't bring your Bible to a fellowship where we

study the Bible. Acts 4, 31. And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and continued to speak the
word of God with boldness. Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
one soul. And no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was their own, but they

had everything in common." And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a

needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands and houses sold them and
brought the proceeds that was sold, and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to

each as any had need. Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas, which
means the son of... So I understand that speaking about finances is not something that we
like to speak about. I know you didn't come here today and be like, man, I hope Matt talks

about money. Man, I can't wait to see what the Bible says about my stewardship to money.
Man, I cannot wait to audit my financial lifestyle through the Bible today at fellowship.

Anybody say that on their way to fellowship? Yeah, me neither. Me neither. She did. Oh, praise
God. I get it. I feel like we need to, though. You want to know why? Because I heard a pastor

once say that like sex, money is the most pervasive idol in our culture today. Those two are at
the top of the list in our culture today. Not the believing culture. Seek the wealth of the city.

What's our nation? In our nation, these are two items that are hotly, hotly, hotly debated. No,
not even debated. Just debated. People get angry when you look at what scripture says

about these two different items. Don't tell me what to do with my sexuality. I can do what I
want with my sexuality. You don't have any authority to tell me what I can do with my

sexuality. Don't tell me what to do with my money. And so that being said, Sometimes we get
off exit ramps when I'm talking, you know, when I want to take, get off the exit ramp, put the

blinker on, get off the exit, and we slow down, we come to the stoplight, we look around a
little bit, look at this biblical context, and look at this in first century Rome, and look at what
the Bible says about this, and then we'll get back. We are going to get off the exit ramp, and

we're just going to hit the gas pedal and just hit everything. Okay? For those of you who know
what I'm talking about, we're just going to see what the Bible says about generosity,

stewardship through ownership, and as well as greed. Anybody ever heard the phrase, you
need to own this? I didn't. When I started working at the hospital seven years ago, when I
joined radiology, I was in a staff meeting with Jason and my bosses and other team leads,
and I was over PACS, and basically all of the x-ray equipment connecting to all the servers,

connecting to the radiologist workstations, connecting to the op site servers, dictation
machines, transmission of patient records, and all of that with radiologists. all of the x-ray, CT,
MRIs, ultrasounds all coming into one file. I was over all of that. And I remember I was in the

staff meeting and they were talking about some type of VPN connection with another
hospital so they could send some type of patient data over. And they were like, "Matt, you're

gonna own that, right?" I just work here, man. What do you mean own that? Why would you
say own that? I don't own that. Hospital owns that. Radiology owns that. I don't own nothing.
I'm a PACS administrator. I work for a salary. "No, Matt, when we say own it, we're saying that

it's your responsibility." And when I say own it, it means that it's your responsibility to take
ownership of that. In other words, if it doesn't fall, if it doesn't come through, it's not the

hospital's fault. It's not radiology's fault. It's your fault. You're going to own it. If it does well,
good job. You owned it. It is taking the responsibility over something and being a good

steward towards it. And so I love that slang. I started using it all the time. I own it. You're going
to own this? You're going to own that? You're going to get that training for PACS? You're

going to own this, right? Right? So we're going to go over some evidence of generosity. See,
sometimes we don't know if we're generous. Sometimes it's kind of hard to identify someone's
generous. Sometimes we can play generous and act like we support something in our life or

someone in our life or some organization in our life, but we really don't. And based on
everything we just read in Acts chapter 4, I want to take a few things out and I want to see if
we can find some evidence of generosity. Is that okay? Evidence. Generosity is evidence of,
number one, the Holy Spirit. Matt, you just went into that thick. Yes, I did. Why? Because we

see in chapter 4, verse 31, that they were filled with the Holy Spirit. They were filled. So the
context of chapter 4, if you've never read this chapter before, all of the first century believers,

people getting saved left and right, people proclaiming Yeshua as their king, coming into
covenant with the God of Israel, they're coming together. And they decide to have a

commune, a community together, right? And so everything that I have is not mine because I
know it's a blessing from God, and everything you have is not yours because I know it's a

blessing from God, and we're just going to make sure the community is set up correctly, okay?
Before all this happens, right, they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and then generosity was

released through them. It's called cause and effect. As we discussed last week, generosity is
an attribute of a believer, one filled with the Spirit of God, right? Why is generosity an

attribute of someone who is filled with the Spirit of God? Because God is a giver. Not even one
amen to that. In verse 33, it states that they were filled with great power to proclaim the

gospel. They had to be filled with great power in order to boldly proclaim the gospel. They had
to be filled with great power because of the Spirit to be generous. Why? Generosity is not

natural. You guys know that? It's not a natural thing. See, something I was exposed to at the
hospital was something called life preservation mechanisms. It's built into your DNA. You only
care about you. You only want what you want. You want to be comfortable. You want these

things in your life. You want security. It's all about you. There was many instances where
groups of people are drowning. Families are drowning, right? They're out stranded.

Lifeguards trying to go out and rescue them. And when your fear of drowning gets to a
certain peak, sometimes... Sometimes life preservation mechanisms snaps in and we know
that we have documentations of people drowning their kids trying to stay above the water,

grabbing their spouse or their children, grabbing their shoulder, pushing them under so they
can get up in the air. Generosity is not natural, which is why it's an attribute of someone who's
filled with the Spirit of God, who's continued to be molded towards the emulation of Yeshua.
We're very grateful that our God is generous, right? Generous God? What did God give you?
Amen. Because we have a generous God, we are then generous towards others because we
yearn as believers to mirror, reflect, and worship the God who has given us everything. As I

said last week, if you have a pit in your stomach right now, you're saying inside yourself, I don't
want to talk about money. This is not something I want to talk about. He's going to tell me

what to do with my money. Maybe the Holy Spirit isn't just trying to get you to give something
of yourself. Maybe the Holy Spirit is trying to pull an idol out of your heart right now. Was that
too blunt? Because I guarantee you, talking about money, talking about being generous in
your life, talking about giving something of yourself, it's not something that believers buck
against. Time, energy, money go to the things that you care about most. Money is actually
the sum of time and energy. It's the product of it. These things go to the things that we love
most in our life. This is what Pete taught on. Generosity is the evidence of the mission. The

mission. In verse 33, we saw that, I think we can go another one. Do we got it? Nope, go back
one. I'm not ready for that one. In verse 33, we saw that with great power, the apostles were
giving their testimony of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and with great grace was upon
them all. They had a mission that they were supporting. They had a mission that they were

proclaiming. What was the mission? It is very simple. Yeshua was sent by God to be the
perfect image of himself. Yeshua lived without sin. Yeshua dies for all mankind on the cross.
He's buried and rises from the grave. That's not it. He ascends to heaven to sit at the right

hand of the Father and now gives his spirit to those who come into covenant with God. Why
does he give the spirit to those who come into covenant with God? So that they can continue

the mission of ushering the kingdom of God into the world. You guys realize that no other
mission in the history of the world has the weight of the mission of the gospel. No other

mission in the history of the world has such eternal consequences and rewards. No other
mission is bigger than that of the gospel. We've spoken about this before. I know this is

review. What's exciting about this mission is we get to be a part of it. That's what we're called
to do. You guys know that's what the term missionary means? Someone who's working for a

mission? It's incredible. The apostles had a mission. In every instance of preaching in the book
of Acts, Yeshua has risen, is shouted. Read it, look it up, it's incredible. That's the mission.

Generosity is the forward to the mission. The believers wanted to send teachers and pastors
like Barnabas up to Antioch. What'd they do? They funded it. They wanted to send money to
help the believers and the saints in Jerusalem. What'd they do? They funded it. They wanted

to make sure the body of believers is strong in their fellowship so that this mission can
continue to flourish to all the residents of the Roman Empire. What'd they do? They funded it.
They gave of themselves. Those in need in their communities needed to be taken care of, they

funded it. And so now we're going to eat the broccoli, and I want to ask you a question. And
it's a hypothetical question in case some of you really wanted to shout it out. What mission do

you support in your life? Greater detail. When you open up your checkbook, what is the
mission that you're behind in your life? What are you supporting in your life? It could be a lot

of stuff. It might be your family. Might be security, maybe putting money away, 401k, nice
security. Could be your car, could be the nice big house you bought, could be the new latest

and greatest gadgets you're buying, could be the new homeless ministry that's opening up in
Rock Hill next year. Just got the notice yesterday in the mail. Could be your fellowship. Who

knows what it is? But it's something that we need to audit. What is our mission? What are we
following? Based on what we give to, what are we generous to, what do we give our time,
energy, and money to? What is our mission that we're backing? You guys know what the
mission statement at FIT is? I threw this in here on purpose. I did. You guys know what our

mission statement is? We send it out every couple emails or whatnot and at the end of year
statements and everything. What's the mission? So this is the mission that the board put

together at FIT years ago. Our mission, it's a long one, our mission is to spread the gospel of
Yeshua through the historical culture and biblical evidence of the God of Israel by taking the
forgotten truth of God's word to the nations to be laid as the foundation of truth. Found in a

truth fellowship, facilitates a gathering of believers who are seeking the ancient paths of God
in Jeremiah 6.16. The board got together and painstakingly, what is our mission? How are we

going to word this? The mission has to be the gospel because that's what any fellowship
should have is their mission, spread the gospel of Yeshua. It's interesting because when I

spoke about opening up your checkbook, it reminded me of, oh, geez, it was a philosopher. In
the first century, there was a philosopher, and I think he was Jewish. It wasn't Philo of

Alexandria. I know that, and it wasn't Josephus. Oh, geez, what's that guy's name? Anyway, I
couldn't remember the guy. I put his quote up. What's the next quote? One more? Yeah, he
says something profound. He said, for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

And I found that to be so profound, just this piece of wisdom floating around in the first
century manuscripts because it's true. It's true. Essentially what this guy's saying, he's saying,

listen, where your money is is where your heart is. So if your money is always over here, I
wonder where we can find your heart. Is your heart going to be over here? This is interactive.
You can check yes or no. Your heart's going to be where your treasure is. If you spend all of
your treasure... at Starbucks. If you spend all of your treasure at Starbucks, your heart, you

think highly of Starbucks. You give your heart. You like that coffee. If all of your money is tied
up in your new cars or your house or your gaming electronics or whatever, fill it in the bank,
that's where your heart's going to be. If your heart isn't helping the homeless or feeding the

needy or taking care of your fellowship or spreading the gospel, missionary, supporting
missionaries, the reason how you identify where your heart is is where your treasure is. Oh,

that's right. I remember the guy's name. You can go to the next slide. It was Yeshua, and this
is what he said in Matthew 16, 21. This is what the Son of God said, and it's true. It pricks me
every single time I think about this quote. It does. Where's my heart at? What have I been

saving up for? I tell Jenny all the time, I want a Tesla coil. I do. I want like one of those like the
ones with the 12-foot arcs that you see on YouTube. Yeah, yeah. That play music, right? Dun,

dun, dun, dun, dun, dun, dun, right? And they cost like four grand for the kit. And I keep telling
Jenny, I'm like, babe, we got to start saving up for this. And every little bit of money we get in,
I'm like, couldn't we put it towards the Tesla coil fund that plays music? I mean, imagine if we

brought that to the coat, you know? But I got to stop myself. That's not what I need to be
spending four grand on. It would be awesome, but that's not what my heart needs to be

intent on, especially when there are other things in my life or other ministries in my life that I
need to support or other greater priorities than having a musical Tesla coil that shoots 12-foot
arcs and is just awesome. Generosity is evidence of unity, according to Acts 4. Acts 4.32 states
that if believers, all the believers that were in community were of, I think I have it. Yeah, there

it is, there it is, there it is. All the number of those who believed were of, say it with me, one
heart and soul. They were echad, if you will. They were echad. They were one together. A

whole bunch of people as one. What's that have to do with generosity? Well, generous people
tend to be the ones that build unity. Generous people tend to be the ones that build unity.

People who defend unity at fit, the ones that will fight to hold fit together in divisive situations,
the ones who refuse to pick sides in a petty argument, That's an attribute of someone who is
generous. Matt, you don't know how generous they are. No, I see how generous they are with

their stance on unity, keeping people together. Those are the people that you can always
approach. For some reason, you're just drawn to them. What is it about these people? I just
feel like I can approach. I know they're going to be friendly. I know they're going to give me
time and energy when I go talk to them. I know they're going to be generous to me. It's all

subconscious. No one ever split a fellowship by being a giver. That's true. No arguments ever
broke out in a fellowship because two givers are fighting over who's going to give more of

themselves. I never once had to intervene or mediate between givers versus givers. No, I'll take
care of that. No, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no, no. I'm going to make sure they have a volunteer
in children's ministry this week. No, no, no, no, no, no. I'm going to be the one that makes. No,
I'm going to get there first. No, I'm going to get there first. I've never had to break up a fight

over that. Takers breed divisiveness. Givers breed unity. I've witnessed several fellowship splits.
and shutdowns. I've been a part of them way back when. Anyone ever been in a fellowship
split? Maybe on one side or another, right? Was it fun? No. It's not fun. Looking back, it was
stupid. It was stupid. Whether I was involved in the conflict or not, it was stupid. Why did it
cause? Every single split or shutdown was caused because one or two people wanted to
increase their scope of greed upon the fellowship in some way, shape, or form. And they

wanted to take, take, take, take. And then they began to infect others with this sense of greed
to take, take, take, take, take until the fellowship was so infected that you just had to put it

down. That brought back memories. Unity. Not the same as uniformity. You guys know that,
right? Not everyone here is of the same race, age, social background. Not everyone here is
from the same religious background. We come from all over. All over. Baptists, Catholics,

agnostics. We got all kinds of folks in here. When people walk in here, it's amazing because I
know what they see. They see a very eclectic group of people. It's a nice way of saying it, right?
Fit. We're fit. Sitting in this room right now, I know that we have Democrats, Republicans, and

Libertarians. A couple people don't know whether to rejoice or get offended. I love that. You
want to know why I love that? Because the priorities outside the fellowship is not the priority
inside the fellowship. The thing that holds us together in unity is because we know who the
most important person is, and we agree on who the most important person is. His name's

Yeshua. That's why we're here. When people come in, they see a generous fellowship because
they see unity. And I'm very proud to be a part of a fellowship. That has such a big attribute.

Generosity, evidence of generosity is known by love. In verse 34 in Acts chapter 4, it states that
there was not a needy person among them. In the first century, there was a priority to make

sure all the believers helped each other in community. You know, they lived together and
they'd make sure everyone had like a need taken care of. And we know that Paul talks about

like he puts restrictions on some widows and that's a whole another lesson. Bruce Winter
explained that in the book. It really made me feel a lot better towards Paul. and restrictions

on those who refuse to work. You need to stop going to patrons' houses and trying to get free
handouts from the patrons. You need to cut your relationship with the political ties of your

patron. You need to join the community because we need to work together. Everybody lived
in a commune in the first century. Now, as much as I would love, love to live in a commune

with all you guys, we got some work to do first in the culture and the way that we were raised.
We got a couple other things to take care of first. So what we can do is we can love each

other as the Spirit leads us. And when I say that, I'm talking about you know the voice, that
voice inside of you, kind of that push to give towards someone who needs groceries or that
power bill paid that month or that person needs those two tires on their car and they they
really need help this month or that person, that teen, man, they can't quite afford to go to

youth camp, maybe I should step in. That little voice within you that's like, we need to do this,
you know? That old lady that needs coolant poured into her car and I was picking on Pete.

That's love and that's the things that we need to work on the most right now. Obeying is
obeying the Spirit's conviction of a need. See, love can be said. Love can be said. You know

how you say love? I love you, right? Love can sometimes be what we do. How does that
happen? Well, what can I help you with? Right? Often, love is what we give when we go to
someone and we say, this is for you. A great example, a hypothetical example is, you know,

let's say you meet a father, hypothetical father, and you meet a father and he can't stop
talking about how much he loves his family. I love my family so much, bro. See, that's

awesome, man. I love my family too. So you go to his house and you see his wife drives that
beat-up car and Bald tires and all. Got duct tape around the window. What are you? Okay.

Walk in. Kids don't have any clothes for the next season of school, whether it be winter or
summer. Not a lot of food in the fridge. But then you look around and he's locking up his

brand new truck that got the lift kit and everything on it, man. He's like, yo, bro, let me tell you.
I want to show you my premium hunting rifle conduction. Hey, let me move my golf clubs out
of the way. I just got these suckers for a great deal. This is great. You want to ride around the
property? I got an ATV in my shed. I'll show you my new fishing boat. You can't say that you

love your family. You might like the idea of loving your family. Everybody likes the idea of
loving their family. But you can't say you love your family if you're more generous to yourself

than you are to those that you supposedly love. Love is based on what you give. Marriage
never failed because you had two givers trying to give too much. Remember what I said

about your wallet, your checkbook? What does it reveal? It reveals your priorities. It reveals
where your heart is. Where your treasure is, so will your... Givers make the best spouses.

Amen? Givers make the best parents. Givers make the best friends. Givers make the best
fellowship members. Why? Because givers love big and they love genuinely. Evidence of

generosity is also known in leadership. In other words, generosity is an attribute of a leader.
And when I say that, we'll go back to Acts chapter 4. We were introduced for the first time by

a man by the name of Barnabas. Barney, right? Barnabas. what's the first thing the bible tells
us absolute i mean we don't even know if the guy has hair if he's bald might have a beard

might be strong might be skinny might be fat i don't know we don't know a thing about this
guy what's the first thing the bible tells us about barnabas that is joseph where he's from and

what he gave you guys didn't see that coming really what he gave tells us exactly what he
gave he sold his field and gave everything that his field was worth to the community as a

whole. Would you guys feel comfortable if we put up on the screen right now what you gave
to in the past month to missions work, to any nonprofit ministries of the community that are
helping them, to the fellowship, to each other? Would you feel comfortable with that, putting
that up on the screen right now? A couple of you might. I might not. First thing that they tell
us about Barnabas is what he gave. Why? Because he's a leader. Part of the leader's job is to
give an example, set the standard. Because if a leader is not generous, his followers will not

be generous. You guys realize that fit leadership is dependent on giving? One of the qualifiers,
one of the things that we look at, someone wants to be on the board or someone wants to

teach or someone wants to take an authoritative position at fit. Do you give? Matt, that
shouldn't be a qualifier. No, it most definitely should be a qualifier. There's a big deal about

that qualifier. Whether someone is generous or not and they want to be in some type of
authoritative position. Why? Because Yeshua said something very striking. He said, a disciple

is not above his teacher, but everyone, when he is fully trained, will be like his what? So a
student is going to be like who? Greedy people train greedy people. Takers train takers. Givers

train takers. Why? Because their example leads. Barnabas was wealthy, and wealth in the
first century was primarily tied to land. You know, all the goats, all the sheep, all the gold,

silver, whatever's on the land, that's what sold. We know it was a big price that he donated to
the community and the well-being of the community. Out of a generous heart for the

kingdom and the people of God, Barnabas decided to sell it and give all the money over. We
don't hear much about Barnabas after this. We hear a little something about him in Acts
chapter 9 when he's standing up for Paul and he's encouraging Paul to be a part of the

group, the apostles, right? And then he kind of goes silent again until Acts chapter 19. Now,
Acts chapter 19 states that the Ecclesia up in Antioch, right? A huge pagan central. It was
growing. And after Peter's dream, the gospel was breaking out of the shell of the Judeans

and it was spreading out to the God-fearers and then to the family of the God-fearers. And all
these Gentiles, non-Judeans, were coming to the faith. And not just like one or two. I mean,
this whole horde of like, ooh, there are just tons of them up there. And word gets back to the

Jerusalem council, right? And they're like, what do we do with all these Gentile folk up in
Antioch? I mean, this is turning into the largest ecclesia in the Roman Empire. Like, you know,
I mean, right off the bat, bam. What do we do? We got to send someone up there. We got to

send a shepherd up there. We got to send a leader up there. Who is the best example that we
can send up there? It wasn't even a question. Send Barnabas. Send Barnabas. Why'd they

send Barnabas? Because he was a leader and he showed that he was a leader through
example. Barnabas was known as the son of encouragement. I taught him, like we had a
message all about Barnabas like a month ago. Son of... You guys are loving it, huh? I can't

help but feel that a generosity was part of his encouragement to others. Can't help it. He was
a generous and joyful guy. Matt, how do you know he was joyful? Because generosity and joy
tend to go together. Someone's always happy, joyful all the time. It might be a clue. Because

they're generous with their time, energy, and money. That was fun, right? So what's the
opposite of... What's the opposite of generosity? Greed. We're going to go to a separate

instance of Scripture. You guys still awake? Vegetables, man. Vegetables. Cheesecake never
puts you to sleep, does it? I know. This isn't a cheesecake kind of week, but it's important. It's
important. So turn with me. You're still in the end of Acts 4? All right. You see where it says

Acts 5? Everybody got that one? Most Bibles should have it. Acts chapter 5. Turn to Acts
chapter 5, verse 1. It's right next session. As if it's just the story is just continuing. And I put it up

here for those of you who don't know. You guys got it? But a man named Ananias and his
wife, Superior, sold a piece of property, and with his wife's knowledge, he kept back for himself
some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter

said, Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to the light of the Holy Spirit and keep back
part of it? For yourself, the proceeds of the land. While it remained unsold, did it not remain

your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived
this deed in your heart and have not lied to man, but you've lied to God? When Ananias

heard these words, he fell down, breathed his last, died. And great fear came upon all who
heard it. And the young men rose and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried him.
After an interval of about three hours, his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.

And Peter said to her, Tell me whether you sold the land for this amount. And she said, Yeah,
it was that amount. You got it, Peter. How'd you know? Peter said to her, How is it that you

have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried
your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out. Immediately she fell down at his

feet and breathed her last. She died. When the young men came in, another dead body, they
carried her out and buried her beside her husband. And great fear came upon the whole

fellowship and upon all who heard these things. So my first thing is I wonder, and I love this
idea, because I wonder if Ananias and Sapphira were leaders. It doesn't tell us, but I'm just
curious why Scripture chose that story to contrast with this. with Barnabas, because this is
right after Barnabas sold his, did the exact same thing, right? Here are two people that are

named doing the exact same thing, and I'm wondering if the writer is comparing the
generosity of a true leader versus the lack of generosity in pseudo leaders. I don't know, and
that's midrash, we're going to debate, I don't care. So Ananias and Sapphira We're going to

sell a piece of property and they decided on the amount they were going to sell for. They said,
"Listen, we're going to sell a property. We're going to give it all to the community. Okay? All

the other believers so everyone, no one has needs. We can take care of each other. God's
blessed me with all this stuff. We're going to in turn bless you with it. I mean, it's just all of

God's blessing." And so they sat down and this is how I think it went. They said, "Listen, you
know, we know our land is probably worth, you know, I don't know, a hundred thousand
shekels. I don't know, whatever. So let's sell it, you know, and we're going to sell it for that

amount. Everything that comes from the land, we're going to sell. And maybe they got into a
bidding war. Maybe there was some complications. Maybe they went back and forth. Maybe
they were just really stern with people who were coming. And let's just say the property, the

value went up and they made, you know, I don't know, 1.2, 1.3 hundred thousand shekels. Well,
I know, I mean, you know, we said we were going to give the full amount, but we didn't expect

to get this much money for it. So let's just like keep 20%. I mean, they won't know the
difference, right? I mean, we made a vow to give all the money from the land to the

community, but we didn't expect it to be this much money. Let's just keep a little bit. I mean,
we're still going to, you know, give about what we thought we were going to give, right? Let's
just keep a little bit. Any of you guys ever done something like that? Even with small stuff? I

mean, sure. I didn't expect this much increase. I just didn't know a bit, man. They'll never
know. I wonder if that's why. So in Leviticus, we know that God assigned a percentage to the
tribute that was paid to him, the tithe. We know it as the tithe, the tenth. It's called the tithe
because it means tenth. And it was 10% of your abundance that you would bring in and you
would give that as tribute to God. And I'm wondering in the back of my head, like we know
the half shekel was a set amount, but the tithe was really tied up in blessing because God
gives you a blessing and then you take a tribute of it, a tenth of it, and give it back to God. I
wonder if that's why God put a percentage on it because that way if the blessing goes up in

your life, then your generosity will also go up as a tribute to God. Right? Does that make
sense? Does that make sense? Statistically, that's not the case. Statistically, we know, look at
statistics. Was it Barna Group? It was a few weeks ago. Statistically, the poorest ones in the

fellowship are actually the ones who give more percentage than everybody else, statistically. I
find that interesting. So what does greed breed? We have evidence of generosity. What does
greed breed? Greed breed, it's a fun word, right? Greed breeds thievery, theft. In verse 5-2, it
states that Ananias kept back some for himself. I think we have that slide, right? Yeah, he
kept back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only part of it and laid it at the

apostles' feet. It's fascinating because that word to keep back literally means pilfer. Pilfer.
Pilfer. In Titus 2.10, it's actually translated as that. Stealing. To steal. That's what the word

means. So in the Zonderman Bible Backgrounds commentary, and they're pretty bold when
they do this, but I love it. They say that because he kept back some of what was vowed to

God, right? I mean, he could have done what he would, but he said, I'm going to vow
everything in my land. I'm going to sell and give it to you. They actually link back. I mean, this

is John Walton. This is main Christian scholars. They actually link that back to the sin of
Achan. You guys remember the Battle of Ai, right? They were supposed to harim, dedicate

through destruction, this city, right after Jericho. And God said, everything in the city has to be
dedicated to me through destruction. You're not going to take no gold or anything. Some of

the gold is going to go to the tabernacle. Everything else, just kill it. Animals, kill it, everything.
Achan goes in and he takes a little bit. He kept back for himself some of it. And it's interesting
that both IVP and Zonerman commentaries actually link that circumstance as they believe

the writer is actually trying to Connect those two steal if you're paid to work a certain amount
of hours as a contractor and you don't it's called stealing right? Falsify some books for your

business. It's called stealing you write in a few extra deductions for your business
reimbursements for the IRS It's still for his stealing greed breeds thievery. It's incredible when I

worked at Best Buy anybody ever been best buy and That big guy that wears the separate
colored shirt at the front door, he's called loss prevention. His job is to prevent loss. He was

there to protect, had cameras, protect people, customers from stealing stuff, but in the back,
which you didn't see in the back in the employee lounge, they had a big check that was, it

was a chalkboard and it looked like a check, and it said, "Loss prevention bonus," or
something like that. In other words, Most of the theft that happens in retail stores are actually
from the employees through the back door and what they would do to try to encourage the
employees Please don't steal. It was so rampant. Please don't steal. They would give you a

percentage of Of what was not stolen this year based off last year's and so you get a couple
hundred bucks every employer get a couple hundred bucks every year if the if people stop

stealing stuff, it's incredible and a nice lot died because he lied and about stealing, pilfering,
keeping back some of what he vowed. The same encouragement that the Holy Spirit put on
Barnabas was apparently put on Ananias and Sapphira. Listen, I'm going to sell this land to
Ancien. I'm going to give the community. I'm going to sell this land. I'm going to give it some.
Ananias kept some back. Here's a big one. While I'm on a roll, everyone's just quiet looking at

me like a cow looking at a new gate. I understand. Greed breeds. You ready for it? Matt. Come
on, bro. That's some big words there. You can't just throw words out like satanic tendencies
and be like, if someone isn't generous, then they're satanic. So Acts chapter 5 verse 3. What's
that say? Do I have a next one? But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to
light of the Holy Spirit and keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? Satanic

tendencies. We're not supposed to be filled with Satan. We're supposed to be filled with
what? That's what Paul says. I didn't go high enough. Be filled with the Spirit. I'm getting

drunk. Be filled with the Spirit. It's amazing. Amazing. Proverbs 4:23 states that, "Guard your
heart above all else." Why? Why do you need to guard your heart? For it determines the
course of your life. And what shows where your heart is? Your treasure. Guard your heart.

Guard your heart. Satan filled your heart. Does that remind you guys of anyone else? Anyone
else? Come on. There's one guy Judas! Judas Iscariot! Exactly! Right? So, Yeshua's ministry

had income coming in. I know we don't want to talk about that. He didn't need it. He humbly
accepted it. I don't know why. You can ask him. Had income coming in from numerous

benefactors. He had a few patrons that followed him around. Ladies, so on and so forth. What
does any organization do when they have a lot of money coming in and they need someone

to manage it? They hire a CFO. Right? Everybody, no one's laughing. Okay, next verse. John 12,
6. This is after, you know, a woman broke the oil that was really, really expensive, and she
washed it, she was feet with it, and all that mess, right? And Judas, Judas becomes upset
because she wasted all this oil, and he tells Yeshua, he's like, do you know how many poor

people we could have fed with that oil, right? And so here's the background of this verse. He
said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief. having charge of
the money bag he used to help for himself to what was put into it. So what scholars believe is

it actually wasn't a bag, it was a box, money box, right? Treasurer. Judas was the one, and
why would Yeshua pick Judas? He was the one that was in charge of whatever finances the

12 plus 1 had, okay, to go around. What they gave to the poor, what they used. That's why, was
it Peter? When they had to go feed the 5,000, he's like, man, 200 denarii isn't even enough to,
that's like a year's wage, isn't even enough to feed like any of these folks. Where'd they have a

year's worth of wage? Judas, in the money box. So Judas was in charge of the money box. I
love that. Learned a lot of lessons just in that. And so we know just a chapter later, they're

sitting around a table and it's the day before Yeshua's gonna die. And what do they say? So
Yeshua's talking about how someone's gonna betray him. You guys know this. We talk about

this at Passover every single year. You guys know this. This is right after Yeshua said, listen,
someone sitting at this table is going to betray me. And everyone's like, is it I? No, is it I? No, is
it I? Nah, it's the one who stops from the same bowl as me, right? And as soon as Judas took
the morsel, Satan entered him. Okay, Matt, where are you going with this? What I'm going

with this is right after this verse, do you guys know what Judas does? He leaves. Yeshua looks
at him, go and do what you got to do. Judas leaves, okay? What's he go do? He leaves.

betrays Yeshua for 30 pieces of silver, fulfilling the prophecy in Zechariah. See, you have Judas
on one side, and he chooses Yeshua instead He chooses money over Yeshua. That's where he
draws the line. And then you have Ananias and Shapira, and they don't choose money over
the Lord. They try to strike a deal with him. They're like, all right, all right, all right. So we can

give you this much money, but we're going to keep some of this money, and we're going to try
to strike a deal, and we're going to try to negotiate a deal, because when you negotiate a
deal, you always try to get the better part of it. Why is Satan entering the hearts of Judas,

Ananias, and Shapira related to money? Because Satan is a taker. God is a, Satan is a, Greed
breeds. Acts 5:4. Why is it that you have contrived? Contrived in your heart, you have not lied

to man but God. Lied? How'd he lie? If Ananias came up right now, dropped a hundred grand
on the floor, you'd think he's generous, right? I think he's generous. You probably think he's

generous. He'd look generous. Looking generous is not the same as being generous. You guys
still awake? Come on. I know we got one agree because I knew I had some extra time. See,

what Ananias did was trying to result in the praises of people, not the praises to God. Like we
discussed last week. You're supposed to give so that thanks is given to God. Don't get me

wrong, guys. It's easy to look like you're a supporter or something and really not be generous
towards it. Really not back it with everything. We all do it. Oh, this is a great example. I'm

going to get in trouble. Is that alright? Can we talk about politics? I've got to be safe. I've got
to be real safe because I really try to appear neutral in politics. I am voting for somebody, but

no one's going to know who it is. So, okay, how many of you have been posting online
supporting whoever your candidate is? You can raise your hands. It's okay. We've got one, two

people, three. Really? Come on. Come on. Fine. You are posting online your political agenda,
political views of what you support in this upcoming election. No one on this side is political.
We got one person in the back. Nobody? Nobody? How many of you guys are going to vote
for somebody this coming election and you're really passionate about it? Raise your hands.
This is disappointing. How many of you guys are supporting a candidate right now? Leave

your hands up. Oh, raise your hand if you're supporting a candidate. Raise your hands. Now,
this is honesty, and it's okay. Just everybody, raise your hand who's supporting a candidate. If
you're going to be voting, you're supporting this guy. Raise your hand. Now, we're going to be

honest, okay? And I can tell if you're lying. How many of you have given money to the
candidate that you're supporting? It's very easy to appear like you support somebody, but, I
mean, it's true. I know who I'm voting for. I haven't given him money. I support you, but $5?

No. No. This was Ananias. He wanted to appear like he supported the community, but in
reality he didn't. That was a fun social experiment. I'm gonna get an email about that. I know
I'm gonna get an email about that. I'm gonna get an email about leadership and I'm gonna
get an email about that. Greed breeds, causes your soul to be revealed. Acts 5:4, same verse.
Why is it that you have contrived the deed in your heart? See, before generosity is a problem
in your literal finances, it's a problem in your heart. That's why a community, Hebrew Roots
Messianic community living together in a commune will not work. It won't work right now.

Okay, I know so many people, I was a part of a group that was wanting to go buy some land,
right? Old Henry River where the Hunger Games was filmed. We were looking into buying

that. It's like 15 of us. We're going to buy it and we're going to tear down some of those houses.
We're going to build our own little houses. We're going to be a Hebrew Roots Messianic Torah

Observer community. It's going to be awesome, right? People go out and they buy land
because they want community and they want to save up and do all this junk for community.
People aren't ready for that. Why? Because you've got to fix your heart first before you can be

in community with everyone else. Needless to say, it didn't take but a couple little meetings
about people giving up and sharing resources before that whole plan fell through. I don't

want to do that. I don't want to do that. It's a true story. I was speaking about someone in the
fellowship about my concerns and accusations about doing the message on this topic this
week. How it may prompt the wrong attitude, the wrong agenda in the fellowship. And it's
interesting because they looked at me square in the eye and they said something that was

actually really encouraging. And they said, by teaching this message, Matt, you will vindicate
every single generous person at Fit. You will be encouraging every single generous person at

Fit. In other words, the people who are generous will be edified by you supporting their
generosity. And I was like, wow, you're right. You're right. See, there's those in this room right

now who have no problem with me talking about money, talking about being generous
through time, energy, money, to whatever. Why? There's others in this room that may have a

huge problem right now. Like I spoke about last week, that pit in your stomach. You're getting
kind of angry, you're sweating a little bit, getting real frustrated. When is this message going

to be over about money? Dagnabbit. Maybe you're sitting there attempting to form some
type of accusation against me, analyzing every single word that comes out of my words.

You're going to slip up so I can write him an email. That problem is never about money. That
always starts in the heart. As I said last week, if you have that anxiety right now in you, grab it,
grab it, take hold of it like a Pokemon. Don't let it go, right? Grab it right now. Grab it, grab it.

And I want you to figure out where that is coming from because I don't think it's coming from
the spirit that's supposed to enable you to be generous. I think it's coming from your heart. If

money truly is an idol, maybe it's yours. Actually, money's not an idol. I take that back.
Money's not an idol. Money feeds idols. Feeds idols. Maybe your idol, like I said, is keeping up

with the Joneses, having the latest technology. Maybe your idol is a new car. Maybe your idol
is the house. Maybe your idol is alcohol, cigarettes. Who knows what? Just fill in the blank.

Maybe your idol is security. Maybe your idol is comfort. See, that's why you don't like talking
about money, because money feeds the temporary things of this world. That's what money
feeds. I don't like talking about money. Dang nabbit. I gotta do an audit again? Yeah, you
gotta do an audit again. And it's hard because we are still fighting that self-preservation

mechanism that is built into every single one of us. Greed breeds death. There's not a happy
ending to Acts 5. Ananias, Sapphira, they didn't have some happily ever after legacy. There

was really no big, long, didn't talk about the kids, didn't talk about them growing older for the
fellowship, all this. They died. That's it. Period. They died. Imagine everyone standing around
when that happens. big old celebration, right? People coming together. We are unity, right?

We're joyful. We're giving to each other. This is awesome, right? Now we got to have a funeral.
I didn't wear black. This happened because of one thing. It was greed. That's not how Yeshua

taught us to be. It's not the example that God planted in us, and it's not the attitude of a
believer. Generosity is a characteristic of someone who has the Spirit of God within them. See,
in the ancient Near East, it was interesting because tribute was always given to the one who
was honored and served. So like when Nebuchadnezzar came and overtook Judah, he killed
the king. He killed the king of Judah, and he actually appointed another king of Judea that

swore to give him a tribute every year. Right? Right? And then it went sour because there was
a kind of a civil conflict between Babylon, the expansion of the Babylonian Empire and the

Egyptian Empire, and they were colliding. And then Judea took Egypt's side and they began
to pay tribute, financial tribute, to Egypt. And that's when Nebuchadnezzar came in and

killed them and took everyone hostage and shipped them out. Obviously, they couldn't be
trusted. Whoever you serve, whoever your king is, whoever you're going to honor, that is who
you give tribute to. This is something that every single kingdom did in the ancient Near East.
Even did it with Assyria when the Assyrian Empire began to expand. Guess what? Judea paid

them tribute. It's what you do to honor your king. Many of you, many of you probably have
been waiting at the edge of your seat. When's Matt going to mention that taboo word in

Hebrew? We don't talk about it. We don't talk about it. We're not supposed to talk about it.
We don't want to talk about it. Tithe. When's Matt going to talk about tithing? Because we're
going to get math then. We're going to get math then. That's what churches typically do. I'm
not going to ask for your tithe, guys. That's your responsibility. I do tithe. And I use that word
kind of loosely, and I'll explain why in a second. I do tithe. Jenny and I give a minimum of 10%

of our gross income, and we give it to fit every two weeks. That's what we do. Minimum, above
and beyond, regardless. Some will instantly object to me stating that I tithe. Some will say,

"Well Matt, there ain't no temple." And the Bible says that you're only supposed to tithe to the
temple. And tithing was only agricultural. It was never money. Money was never given to the
temple. I could argue those points of views. I really could. I promise. And technically they do
have something. That's not the complete scope of the situation, but more or less it's correct.
Concerning agriculture in Deuteronomy 14 and Leviticus 27, yes, the tabernacle, the temple
does take money. You didn't want to haul your agriculture, your abundance that God gave

you all the way to the temple, you turn it into money. And if you're gonna give money instead
of agriculture, then you gotta pay an extra fifth of the tithe. So it's actually 12% instead of 10.

Last week I made an error when I was telling you about the 13 trumpet chests in the women's
court and I said these were not tithing chests. I was in error and I apologize. They were for free
will offerings, but this is also where all of the coinage that went to the temple went into. So if
the tithes were paid monetarily, That's where they would go as well. So I am sorry I made an

invalid statement last week about the shofar chests in the women's court of the temple.
Concerning the temple, I understand the stance of what scripture says about tithing to the

temple. I do. Tithe means 10%. You guys know that? That's what tithe means, 10th, 10th. It was
a tribute to God. So God said, you're going to pay me tribute, 10%. Twice a year, you're going to

come at Shavuot and Sukkot, and you're going to pay the 10th. That's why when Jacob, you
guys remember Jacob when he had that dream about that ladder? And then when he woke
up, he was like, God, I'm about to take this long journey. Please protect me. And if you protect
me on this journey, I'm going to give you a tithe at 10. Genesis 28, 22. I'm going to give you a
tenth of all of my abundance. This is Jacob. This is long before the temple. Why did Jacob

make that vow? Because he was going to give God a tribute. We're going to learn this word,
tribute. He was going to give God a tribute. Abram met with Melchizedek in Genesis 14. He
gave Melchizedek what? 10% as a tribute of honor. It was a tribute. Every nation practiced
this, guys. As I said, with Assyria, Judea, with Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, every single, whoever
their king was is who they paid tribute to. You pay tribute to the one who you serve. This is
what the tithe of Israel was all about. They gave a tenth of the abundance that God gave
them in their crops and animals. It wasn't just agriculture. It was animals too. Didn't know

that. You might have taken your cows to turn it into money. The tribute was taken and God
commanded it as a tribute to him and it was taken and it was given to the Levites. And then
the Levites had to tithe again. Do you know why they had to tithe again? Because they too

had to give a tribute to God. It was all about showing honor and tribute to God. Because the
absence of a temple is not going to impair me from giving tribute to my king. That's me.

What are you giving tribute to God? Do you give tribute to God? You need to. Number one,
because when you open your checkbook, your heart is wherever that money is. God deserves

a place in your checkbook, a tribute in your checkbook, a tribute in your bank statement. I
give to fit. Why do I give to fit? Because I see God working in this fellowship. That's just me.

Who was here when we were in the living room? A few folks. These are the generous pillars of
why this fellowship exists today. These two families right here. Prices are back yonder. There's
only four or five families. I didn't think we'd ever move out of the living room. We have three
different children's classes. My son, my son gets to grow up in a fellowship that is generous

with love and kindness and is like-minded in their beliefs about Yeshua. My son is going to be
able to walk into one of these classrooms and learn about God's word. This is a blessing to

me. I see God working in the fellowship. So for me, I can't send my money to the temple. Can't
send my crops to the temple. Why not? Temple is not there. When the temple is rebuilt, guess
what? FedEx. How am I going to be able to give to the temple when it's rebuilt if I can't even
give without a temple? Find something that you see God working in in your life that you can
support and pay tribute to. If you don't think God's working in the fellowship, don't give to the
fellowship. That's fine. Homeless ministry, another second homeless ministry is opening up in
Rock Hill next year. They're going to house 26 people. Give something to that. Give something

to the Haven in Rock Hill. Training up 12 men at a time. I think they're six-month trials. They
take the homeless in, get them off drugs, educate them, get them out for a job. That's

something worth giving to. Ministry's feeding the poor in Charlotte. Give something as a
tribute. Why? I think Scripture lays out that as a standard. I also see that Peter and Paul

encouraged believers to stand out in that measure. It's funny. We don't have a temple to send
tithes to. And I'll address this because I'm closing. You guys know, you guys, oh, where's the

finish line? It's right in the corner. And I've never discussed this topic before because I should
have. There's no temple right now. And scripture says to send your tithes or the last

commandment to send your tithes to the temple, regardless of Jacob and Abram giving
honor to the ones that they wanted to give honor to. The laws of Leviticus and Deuteronomy

and the ones that Malachi mentions, we cannot technically fulfill today in tithing. We can't do
it. Can't do it. And so in this movement, what we like to do is we say, oh, well, get to keep it. It's
funny because, you know, we don't have a temple to bring our Passover lambs to either. We
don't have a priesthood to officiate the Selamine offering, the peace offering of the Pesach.

We don't have a priesthood to, to, to, to Shavuot and Sukkot in Jerusalem. Because Scripture
says if you're going to celebrate Passover, you need to go to Jerusalem with your Passover
land and Shavuot and Sukkot. It doesn't say you do it in the mountains. You've got to go to

Jerusalem. You've got to go there. It's interesting because we can't technically keep the feast
either. But yet, in our earnest zeal to memorialize all the commandments of God and to teach

our children the ways of His Torah, we sit in this room every single year and we have a
Passover Seder where we recount the entire Exodus story, we talk about Yeshua, and we talk
about the Lamb that redeemed the world. We go to Sukkot every year. Got to dwell in booths,
take a bunch of tents out in the woods. We do the best we can. We will praise God with what
we have and how we can. Why? Because I'm going to teach my son how to keep the feasts of
God. I'm going to teach my son about the ways of God. I'm going to teach my son about the
standards and the commandments of our king. That's why I keep the feasts. To raise up that
generation for Ben. I keep kosher. Ecstatically. Teach him. A Rev Shabbat, blankets out of the
table, big wine glasses, bread, we made steak last night, it was wonderful, had china out, it's
kind of, you can't put in the dishwasher, so you got to hand scrub it, china out, real nice stuff,

and we pulled Benjamin up to the table, and we got a little Messianic Siddur, and we go
above and beyond to try to make a Rev Shabbat, Friday night, stick out in the week. We do

some blessings, I mean, it's great, we sing Shabbat, Shalom, right? holding his hand, going up
and down. Why? Why do I make a Rev Shabbat such a big deal? You don't have to. It's not a

commandment. You just sit down. It's Shabbat. Yay! I do it because of him. Why do I tithe?
Because I'm going to train my son up to know what it's like to give tribute to his king. I

encourage you to follow the examples that are laid out in Scripture. I encourage you to give
tribute to your king. Some way, shape, or form, do it. Epistle of Dagnitus, the one that we read

before. We have no demands in this world, guys. We ain't got no demands. We have
everything from God, and we are charged to be good stewards over the things that God has

given to us. The world should look at us and see benefactors representing God's kingdom.
That's what they should see. Whether they see it or not, that's up to you. You need to own

that. It's interesting. Unlike the Qumran community, believers were encouraged to participate
in public lives in the Roman Empire. Why? Because you can't see a light if it's hidden. So

many people talk about being holy and being set apart, and I'm just going to be set apart
from this world. It's not what it means, guys. It means to go and be an example that is set

apart, that people will follow. Not that you're going to be hidden away so no one can see the
righteousness of God in your life. Generosity in review. is evidence of the Holy Spirit within us,
the mission of the gospel that we stand for, unity of the brotherhood and sisterhood of the
kingdom of God, the love that exists in the kingdom of God, and it stands for the leadership
that you're standing for as an example in a world that's trying to mold its own followers. So
we're going to close, and I hope you guys took something away from this message today. I

hope. I hope this was of some benefit to your home. I hope it becomes a talking point for your
spouse in you on the way home when you have that awkward silence because no one wants
to talk about the message that Matt said today. I hope that you will train your children up to
be generous to the fullest capacity that you're able to in their lives. I hope that You will think

every single thing that you do. Am I a giver in this situation or am I a taker? Am I a giver in my
marriage or am I a taker? Am I a giver as a parent or am I a taker as a parent? Am I a giver
as a friend or am I a taker as a friend? I hope these words stick to you as you walk around.
Allow God to mold you into a more generous person. That's what this whole message was

about and I probably could have just said that and skipped all the slides. That's what Yeshua
taught. That's what Paul taught and that's what Peter taught the disciples that they were
raising up. Hey guys, I'm Matthew Vanderels, pastor at Founded in Truth Fellowship and I

really hope you enjoy this message. If you would like to see more messages and teachings like
this one, please subscribe to our YouTube channel by clicking here. You can also visit our

website to find out more information about our ministry and what we do right here. And if
this message has been edifying to you, please consider supporting us and the ministry

through our secure online giving portal here. This will ensure this message along with many
others will continue to reach those who find themselves far from God. If you'd like to write us,
you can do so at Founded in Truth, P.O. Box 38042 Rock Hill, South Carolina, zip code 29732.

You can also check out our Facebook page at facebook.com slash foundedintruth. I pray that
you stay blessed. I pray that you guys stay encouraged. And I pray that you stay fit. Founded

in Truth. We'll see you guys next time.
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