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Do you ever find yourself searching for something bigger than you? For a community to be a
part of? A place founded on truth and love? A place to worship the King of Kings, the Lord of

Lords, and the Son of God? Welcome to Founded in Truth, where we're more than just a
fellowship. We're a family. So welcome home. False prophets and the narrow gate. So we'll

just jump right in. So today, you know, we've been kind of creeping through, to say the least,
the Sermon on the Mount. The greatest sermon ever preached by this rabbi from Nazareth.
Over the last several months, we've been going kind of slow each verse. And this week, we're
going to tackle a whole collection of verses near the conclusion of the sermon. And you'll see
why, after we get done reading them, why I'm presenting them all together. So please turn

with me to Matthew chapter 7. We're going to start in verse 13. And we're going to go through
10 verses all the way up to verse 23. So Matthew chapter 7, this is kind of the conclusion.

Yeshua is wrapping up his sermon here. with a very weighty and graphic conclusion.
Matthew chapter 7, starting in verse 13. "'Enter by the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and
the way is easy that leads to destruction. And those who enter by it are many. For the gate
that is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.'" Watch
out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious

wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes or figs
from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A

good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and tossed into the fire. Thus, by their fruit, you will recognize

them. Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, Lord,

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your
name perform miracles? And then I will tell them plainly, I never knew you. Get away from

me, you evildoers. So yeah, there's that. The most uncomfortable verses in the Bible, as far as
I'm concerned. So here we find ourselves, again, nearing the most powerful sermon ever

preached by this no-name rabbi from Nazareth that started this revolution, Yeshua. likened
unto Moses, he went up on a mount, gave forth the teaching of the law of God to the people.
And this rabbi, preaching here, so far has shown us that living out the Torah of God, living out

the Bible as a strict checklist and only as a checklist, is similar to the attitudes of many
Pharisees. When you compile the Bible and the Word of God, okay, how do I live? And we

start formulating these daily, okay, check off this. I'm righteous so far. Yep, did that. Did that.
This is, he's saying and showing this is kind of a bastardization of the Word of God and its
intent and how it should be read and kept. It's not simply a checklist and to minimize it as

such is to minimize the power and the word of God and how it's supposed to impact your life.
That not grabbing a knife and shoving it into someone else, that isn't something to be proud
of. Oh, I didn't murder someone today. Check, I'm righteous. It's not something to be proud of.
Like, okay, the real issue was not necessarily solely not doing the actions or this checklist. The
real issue resides where, according to Yeshua? It's the heart. It was the issue of the heart that

concluded with the exile of the Garden of Eden. We will take from the tree of the... We will
determine and take for ourselves and define for ourselves what good and evil is apart from
God. It's the heart. It was the issue of the heart that concluded with Cain's exile. It was the

issue of the heart... The inhabitants of Babel with that whole issue with the tower. Exile. It's a
cyclical story all through scripture. It's as if the story of the garden just echoes throughout the
whole narrative and it's written that way. It's the issue of the heart that concluded with Israel

being carried away to Babylon. The issues of your heart will always bleed out into your
actions. Always. Remember in Isaiah chapter 1, Israel was keeping Sabbath. Israel was

making offerings in the temple. Israel seemed okay. Israel had their checklist that they were
doing quite well. They convinced themselves that they were righteous. And yet God speaks
through the prophet Isaiah and he says that your checklist makes me want to vomit. Your

Sabbath celebrations make me sick. Your offerings in the temple are worthless. And it wasn't
because the sacrifices were not kosher. They very much so were, but their hearts weren't. And
this is still the message that Yeshua is bringing to the surface here. So what is God's plan in

Scripture to solve the issue that we see through the narrative of Israel all the way back to the
beginning? Well, God sends prophets, and God sends, through the prophet Ezekiel, he says

that he's going to give us a new heart. No longer will we have a heart of stone, but he's going
to give us a heart of flesh that's going to beat for him. Jeremiah says that God is going to

raise up a people that will have his Torah written on there. Isaiah says that a king will come
and somehow, somehow, all peoples will be so impacted by his reign that the earth and

heaven itself will blossom into something new, a new creation, something grand, a creation
that will be filled with God's ultimate shalom and justice where his love is felt out of the hearts

of his people. And here comes this rabbi on a mountain named Yeshua, teaching the Torah
and describing what this people looks like describing and putting into play what a Jeremiah
31 people looks like when they actually live out the Torah from their heart the intent of God's
Torah from the very beginning sure you didn't kill someone today you didn't pull out a knife
and use it on someone that you may have wanted to today right good job but did you think
about it did you think about it because that's not a heart of God's new creation That's not a
heart that's birthed out of God's glorious kingdom. Sure, you didn't take your neighbor's wife

today. Check, I'm righteous. But did you think about it? Because that's not a heart that
displays the actions of God's kingdom. You say that you love others because you're a

Christian. This is great. But do you really love others? Do you love your enemies? Do you pray
for them? Because in God's good kingdom, all relationships are reconciled. If you're standing
in a place right now and you're looking around this world and you don't see God's kingdom,

guess what? You're placed there for a reason. Guess what? Congratulations, you have an
assignment. This was the teaching of this rabbi from Nazareth. To live out the kingdom of
God as Isaiah had prophesied and Jeremiah had prophesied and Ezekiel had prophesied.
Matthew here is presenting the sermon as the model that Yeshua expects his followers to
follow. And we know the ultimate vision, the ultimate vision of the prophets, the ultimate

vision of heaven engulfing earth. It's coming. Isaiah vividly tells us this, and we live it out now
as a testimony of our hope of what is coming. To show people, to show people God's kingdom

now, and what it will look like when every single soul is taken over and kneels before it. And
Yeshua iterates all of this, and then he sums it up in the famous golden rule that we

discussed last time. All the Torah and the Law and the Prophets. All the Bible is summed up in
loving others. And now Yeshua has given the instructions, but now in this section of Scripture

that we just read, he shifts gears. And he's given us the warnings. At the very end of his
sermon, he's given us the warnings. There's perils ahead, danger ahead. Don't get caught off
guard. He doesn't want his followers to be naive or ignorant about what's coming. Oh, yeah,

this is great. Like, yeah, I want to live righteously and I want to follow this king and this
kingdom that's birthing through him, this new creation that is birthing through the promises

of God that are birthing in this man, this person of Yeshua. Yeah, I want to follow that. And
he's like, well, hold up, hold up. It's not going to be easy. And here's why. You've got to watch

out. The road that you're on might be bumpy. There's a sharp corner up here. You've got a big
sign. He's putting up signs for us. He's saying, watch out. Don't get caught off guard. Don't be
naive when you're going into the world of darkness that it's not going to push back. Don't be

naive when you look at the army of the kingdom of God and see that darkness is actually
sprouting up within it. How is that possible? And so he says in verse 13... So, here's the first road
sign that Yeshua puts up. Make it through the gate. Don't miss the gate. It's coming up. Don't
be distracted. Don't miss the gate. So this verse, I believe, is probably a product of, you know,

in Sunday school we memorize a lot of verses, right? And sometimes we don't know the
context, we don't know that we should probably meditate on them. How many of you guys
have memorized this verse since your childhood? You know, enter by the narrow gate. But
then when you're older and you go back and read it, like, oh, this was actually a part of the
Sermon on the Mount. There was a huge context of what he's saying here. And the narrow

gate. In Jerusalem... And the wall of Jerusalem, anybody been there? Pretty neat. So you have
the old city and you have the wall still standing, Middle Ages. And there's still a lot of different

paths and gates that are there. There's some big gate Lots of big gates. And the big gates
you can probably drive a car or two of them to. Lots of people can huddle through these large
gates in the city. And then there's some gates, especially when you start getting in the market

area and down through the center, there's some gates that are much smaller, narrower.
They're more difficult. You can't fit a car through them. Narrow staircases if you're going

down. The audience Yeshua was speaking to on the mount is pretty familiar with this
imagery. And When you enter into Jerusalem, let's say you're going to enter the Lion's Gate, I

don't know. You're going to go into the Old City. There's a lot of traffic that's going through the
gates. And if it's during a festive season, like say Purim or something, goodness, you're with a

whole crowd of people and you're just kind of wandering in. Anyone ever been to the Arab
market in a popular time? So this is a smaller corridor. If you're not used to it, it's quite

intimidating. It's just like... All kinds of peddlers and shops and they're junk hanging from the
ceiling and clothes hanging everywhere and they're trying to sell you all kinds of stuff. And

you're walking down these steps and up these steps and the path is probably 10 feet, I don't
know, wide, 50, I don't know. I just remember being among a crowd of people and you can't
just stop walking. When there's that many people. So you just kind of go with the flow and

you kind of like see that I want to check out that shop. So you kind of like wandle over here so
you can go in the shop. But once you're once you're back in the crowd of people, you just kind
of get used to going with the flow of traffic. You feel safe in it. It's good. You don't really have
to worry about where you are because you're surrounded by everyone else. And it's it's nice.
And then if you come to one of those small gates, you know, it's the smaller entrance. You

kind of slow down. You have to wait your turn. What Yeshua is saying here is he's saying that
when you're going through the large gates, when you're following the crowds, when you're

going with the flow, it's very easy to miss the little gate. It's very easy to miss it. Very easy. And
this big gate that you just kind of go with the flow, this leads to destruction. But that narrow

gate, that's right over there. Here it comes. Here it comes. That narrow gate, that's what leads
to life. That's what leads to life. And it's at this point in the sermon that Yeshua really draws a

line in the sand. And he kind of makes a bold statement. It's black and white. Your choices
matter. The choices that you make and your motives matter. Your actions matter. Learning

and growing through Yeshua in a relationship with God, it matters. And there's very high
stakes involved here. And in Sunday school, when we memorized this verse, we likely thought

that this life it was talking about, when you go through this narrow gate... Likely thought it
was talking about going to heaven one day when you die. You know, after we die. Or if you go

through the broad gate, you're going to go to hell, right? Destruction. This is what verses
could assert. But I would dare assert that Yeshua's message is much more urgent than that. I

would dare assert that Yeshua was not talking about some spectacular event that's
happening far, far, far away. I would dare assert that Yeshua is speaking about the now. The
gate that you choose to walk through now. The life that you choose to experience now. The
death that you can experience now. Everything in the Sermon on the Mount was about the

now. It was about the choices and the experiences that you state now. How you live now. How
you follow Yeshua now. And the rest of the warnings, they're about the now. Sure, the

conclusion is the final judgment where you're judged by your actions. But he's urgently asking
his followers, you need to make a choice now. And you will either experience life everlasting

now, or you will experience destruction and death in a life that is far from God. This is actually
a common way of presenting this topic in wisdom literature. Did you know the Proverbs? The

writer of the Proverbs spoke very similarly about the here and the now. Look at this. This is
fascinating. So Proverbs 2, 18-19 speaks about the adulteress leads people away from life

towards... Proverbs 3, 2, wisdom leads to life and abundance. In the future? Now. Proverbs 2,
20-22. Two ways lead either to living in the land or being cut off, torn away from it.

Experiencing the blessings of God or being apart from it. The teachings of wisdom are life to
those who find them. The ways of the adulteress are not straight on the path of life. Keep the

commandments and experience life and live. Yeshua gives life now, not just in the future.
Yeshua gives God's shalom now, not just in the future. Without Yeshua, you live a life of death
and exile from the greatest love that exists. So yes, the two paths eventually lead to a future
resurrection or eternal judgment or future judgment, just as Daniel speaks of. But the gate

that you enter, you enter it now. And you walk on that path now. And it brings a lot of weight
to this passage all of a sudden. All of a sudden, we're not wondering about where we're going

to end up. We're wondering where we are. Yeshua calls his followers to enter into life
associated with the kingdom and the here and the now and everything that he speaks about
hinges upon the gate the entrance and Yeshua kind of infers that there's only one gate that
leads to life one gate that leads to life John puts it when he's speaking about he's retelling

Yeshua preaching about how he is the good shepherd right and remember what what
Yeshua says in John chapter 10 he says I am the gate I am the gate whoever enters through

me shall will experience salvation. They will come in and they will go out and find good
pasture. Fascinating. Zonderman's commentary on this verse is stating that, you know, in the
town stables, sure they had gates and they had big wooden gates where all the sheep were
kept, but out in the fields they had these like mock stables, if you will, and they were walled

with rocks maybe, very primitive, and at the end of the night the sheep in the area would go
into this area and to sleep and there wouldn't be a door because it's just a mound of rock

walls very primitive so they state so the shepherd in order to make sure that no wild animals
got in with his sheep to protect them he would lay at the entrance and sleep there he would
become the gate I found that fascinating whoever enters in through me they will be saved

safety security and they will be able to go in and out. They will find the blessings that the
shepherd leads them to. There's only one gate. Yeshua is saying don't go with the flow. Break

out of the mold of what the world says is the right gate. Squeeze through that gate. Fight
your way to it if you need to. The whole crowd, the whole world is going this way. I want to go
in that gate. There it is. I don't want to miss it. It's not easy to walk through. No, it's not. It takes
a lot of effort. It takes intention. Matt, when I try to go through this gate, my bags are getting
stuck. It's too narrow. I can't bring them all in. sometimes you gotta leave some stuff behind

to keep going sometimes you can't bring that through this gate and the reason it is a narrow
gate is because it is demanding discipleship demanding because it contrasts with the wide

gate that leads to the broad road the gate is narrow because it requires a person to turn from
sin and follow yeshua to do the will of god taught by yeshua and to pursue the deeper

righteousness presented by yeshua throughout his entire sermon here watch out for false
prophets they come in sheep's clothing but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit

you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles?
Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit and every bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot produce good, bad fruit. Bad tree, good fruit. Every tree that doesn't produce good
fruit, what's it good for? What are you going to do with it? Let it grow? Why? Chop it down
and toss it under the fire. What else is it? At least you get some heat out of it. I don't know.
Thus by their fruit whose fruit false prophets by their fruit you will recognize them So here's
the second warning front sign you should was holding up and don't be naive Find the gate
get to the gate Don't miss the gate when you go in the gate make sure you're following the
right gate Make sure you're following the right date and don't be deceived beware of false
prophets because because beware of someone speaking on behalf of God who really is not

and this can range from someone saying simply saying God really put this on my heart all the
way to someone saying God says this could be associated with leaders and pastors and

teachers rabbi preachers or it could just be someone who feels that they have a gift
charismatic stature and you sure is saying be careful be careful because just because

someone shows you a gate that they sell you as narrow does not mean that it's the narrow
gate doesn't mean it's the narrow gate just because someone says it is if you find yourself
walking in the flow of everybody else, and there's no need for discipleship, and there's no

intention involved, then you may find yourself walking through the broad gate after a very
stark warning. All because someone's telling you that they're teaching truth, they're feeding

you the word of Yeshua, and they're claiming to be anointed to do such. Beware of false
prophets, Yeshua says, because they won't lead you to me. And this is meant to make you
uncomfortable. It's very much so. It's meant to make you, it's meant to force you to audit

yourself, your intentions, as well as who you're following, who you fed from. Leadership, those
of you in the room, this is scary. It's meant to make you uncomfortable. Very much so. It's

meant to make you audit yourself, look in the mirror. And in the Torah, in the Old Testament,
the false prophets are mentioned, specifically in Torah and Deuteronomy. And there's

actually a test in the Torah to find out if someone's a false prophet. Remember what it is?
Essentially, it's, well, wait and see. False prophet will say something, if it don't come true, it's...
Try to lead you away? Wait and see. And here Yeshua actually gives a much more graphic,

intentional, maybe even a quicker method of detection. He says, look at their life. He says, look
at how they act. Yeshua says, think of it like a tree. Is the tree producing life? Is it nourishing or
does it leave a trail of destruction? Anger, selfishness, etc., It's as if Yeshua does not care how

charismatic someone is, what gifts they might have as far as speaking or popularity. It
doesn't matter if they're able to predict something that comes to pass or not. He doesn't

mention any of that. So what if they say something and it actually comes to pass? Look at the
fruit. It's a very radical statement he says here. And we have to be careful. It's amazing. Us as
people, we love to put people in groups, don't we? It's who we are, especially as Americans.
We love to have our own box. How many of you have your own box? Most of you don't know
what I'm asking. You do. You have your own box. And we love to ask people when we meet

someone new, we're like, so, you know, what do you do? Like, you know, it could be a political
box. So, yeah, what do you think of that Donald Trump? Is he going to be putting, is he in my
box or not? Maybe he's not in my box. Oh, what do you think about the Sabbath? Are they in

my box or not? You know? What level of kosher are you? Are you in my box? We love to create
boxes for people. Because your box is your true box. This is where truth is found. My messianic
box, if you will. And if you're in the Baptist box or the Catholic box or the Anglican box, you're a

false prophet, a false believer. You don't fit in my box. If your political views do not match
mine, you're a false American. Don't you laugh because you know it's true. They're not real

Americans, right? It's just what we do. human condition. And the reality is every group
attracts both heartfelt human beings in pursuit of God. Those who would sacrifice their lives

for another based on God's love. Those who would pray for their enemies and those who
persecute them. Those who would truly chase after Yeshua as the only way they know how.

And every group, every group also attracts false prophets. also attracts those that would
come in and they would want you to think that they are kosher, that they're integrity,

because they have an agenda. They want to look like your box, even if they're not. Guys, a
label does not reveal character. It doesn't. Just because someone is in your box also doesn't
mean their fruit is good. As any teacher or preacher or rabbi or prophet that is supposedly

backed by God whose ministry or message or teaching is built on anything, anything,
anything other than Yeshua, it's a false prophet. There's only one gate. There's only one gate.

And anyone who would distract you from finding that narrow path, that Yeshua, that
entrance to life everlasting, what's the fruit? Where are they leading you? I followed many
people in my life, many people that I thought were, wow, they're teaching the truth of the
Bible and they're teaching the truth of God's Word and and they'd mention Yeshua every

once in a while. And looking back, I realized, wow, they weren't leading me anywhere.
Everything hinges on Yeshua. Paul says that is the only foundation for our faith. Everything.
Yeshua is not the roof of the house. He is the foundation. This should be a wake-up call for
every single person in the room. This should be uncomfortable. This should be the moment
when you look in the mirror. This whole series. Guys, I can't even tell you how many times I

went into prayer after reading the section that I was going to present in the coming weeks.
Like, yeah, Sermon on the Mount. This will be easy, right? I was so naive when I was prepping

this series months ago. Just like, yeah, I know about the Sermon on the Mount. And I've
meditated on it before, but this was different. And I'd go into prayer. Like, God, reading a

section of the Sermon on the Mount, like, God, is this me? Like, am I a murderer? Like, am I an
adulterer? Like, do I hate? Do I use your name as collateral for my inadequacies? Like, is this
me? This was intentional of Yeshua. It's what the Sermon on the Mount is meant to do. That's
why it's so powerful. That's why it started a revolution 2,000 years ago that people have been
dying for ever since. So how do we identify a false prophet according to Yeshua? We look at

their fruit. And the fruit is not always just a checklist of works. It's the fuel that bleeds out from
the heart every time. So is that uncomfortable? A little bit? Just to kind of like audit? Okay,

great. So I got a better one for you. Here we go. So, not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord,
Kyrios, Kyrios, will enter into the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my

Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, it's judgment, it's coming judgment,
Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in the name drive out demons and the

name perform many miracles? Then I will tell them plainly, I don't know who you are. I don't
know who you are. Get away from me. You workers of iniquity. You evildoers. So it seems that
verses 15 through 20 are speaking kind of the scope is specifically leaders and teachers and

prophets and anyone who claims to have this anointing to teach others and influence others
of God's word. That's kind of the last section. But this section seems to open up the scope to a
much more general crowd. Many will say, not everyone who says to me, king, king, lord, lord,
curios, curios. Not, not, not. Many will come to me and say you are my king many will come
and they won't they won't enter in they will not never they never have and they never will

experience the fullness of God's kingdom You know as Americans as Americans were funny
people were funny people just like we just discussed and maybe I shouldn't let's do it Let's talk

about politics. So we we We have the Pledge of Allegiance in our country. It's something
that's very very very important to us. It's said in public schools It's something that we're

ingrained to to pledge we put our hand or thankfully we put our hands of our hearts now
Before World War two was Bellamy salute. It was anyway that got ruined during World War

two So we put our hands over our heart now whenever we say the Pledge of Allegiance,
right? And do you guys know that what we're pledging to we're pledging our allegiance to

the flag which represents the entity of the United States of America and It's the people of the
United States of America. It's the leadership of the United States of America. It's the

government and the infrastructure of the United States of America. It is everything that is the
entity. Okay? It is a big deal to pledge your allegiance to the entity of the U.S. And when we do

that, we're pledging our loyalty. We're pledging our finances. We're pledging our energy.
We're pledging everything. We will be loyal to this. Right? Right? At many countries, similar
countries do the same thing. Back in first century era, the Roman Empire, they would carry

signets with a big eagle into battle, right? If you pledged allegiance to Rome, you're pledging
allegiance to Rome. The infrastructure, the decision, the leadership, you're pledging

allegiance to Caesar. It's a big deal to pledge your allegiance, right? Most of us never realize
that. It's a big deal, right? And so it's a big deal, patriotic. We stand with our country and we

pledge allegiance to our country. But then, we do this, but then someone gets elected via the
procedures and the protocols that we pledged our allegiance to support, and we sit back and

we say, well, that's not my president. We pledge allegiance only far enough to the point
where we like it. And if it's not what we like, then we retract our allegiance. So when Obama
was president, Republicans all the time, like... Republicans would bash Obama. We would

bash him. And it wasn't even about political decisions, right? We would speak of the president
that we have pledged allegiance to as if he's a traitor. And we said, well, what was the big

thing that went around? He's a Muslim and he's trying to implement Sharia law on the
nation, right? Anybody remember seeing that go across all the Facebook and people would
share it? Yeah, this is our president, right? And Michelle, the first lady that we've pledged our

allegiance to. It's really a dude. It's a guy, right? It's really a guy. It's got to be a guy, right?
Even his daughters weren't untouched. They just ran. I mean, the president of the nation that

we have pledged our whole being to. Obama is no longer president. Obama is president.
Sharia law was never instituted. That's a good thing, I suppose, right? I mean, yay, right?

That's good. But now we have a president, President Donald Trump, who has run as a
Republican. And just like the Republicans did, I see a similar pattern in the Democrats. They
mock him, mock his wife, even what, his 12-year-old son? He was untouched by defamation.
As Americans, we say we pledge allegiance to our country and its government only when it
operates the way that we want. And we admit that. We're pretty fickle when it comes to our

allegiance as Americans. I'll admit that. I mean, maybe not y'all. Okay, I guess not. Just me. All
right. As Americans, we tend to do that. We tend to. And what Yeshua is saying here is that
will not be tolerated with him. It will not. Your allegiance to this kingdom that he sits on the
throne of will be whole. There will be no retraction of allegiance. You're either all in or you're
not. And he's very stern about it. Either your allegiance, your pledge of allegiance to God's

kingdom will be absolute because nothing less will be tolerated. And here Yeshua is speaking
of people who have followed false prophets maybe or they themselves have convinced

themselves that they are in fact followers of him. They wore the flag. They fought in the name
of. They produced these works in the name of. And Yeshua says he has no idea who they are.
Who are you? Who are you? No clue. No clue. A complete absence of covenantal communion
between them and Yeshua. And yeah, you may know who Yeshua is, but that's not the most

important thing in the Bible. The most important thing in the Bible is that Yeshua knows you.
You can't just pledge your allegiance and not follow through. And it makes you feel good, like
a good Christian soldier, to pledge your allegiance. It feels good, yes. But if it's not whole, then
it's not true. And this isn't my passion. This isn't my words. These are the most uncomfortable
words that Yeshua has possibly ever said. And what is the indicator? What bleeds out from

your heart? The indicator is that you never actually went through the narrow gate. You went
with the flow. You claim to be a part of this revolution of God's kingdom, and you pass right by
the gate. So zealous. Yes, yes. So zealous. There it goes. And here's what Yeshua says, and this
is important. I will tell them plainly, I never knew you. Away with me, you evildoers. Or are you

workers of iniquity? Gosh, they did all these things in the checklist. Charismatic, they did all
these miracles even. Prophets, apparently they prophesied stuff and it came true. I mean, it's
a pretty big deal. But they didn't actually do anything that progressed the central message of

the gospel of God's kingdom impacting the world around them. In fact, it seems to say that
they fought against it. They were evildoers. They held up God's kingdom from going forth.
They allowed the world of darkness to maintain its covering forever. And did not actually
stand for the light that overtakes the darkness another translation that that I love in the
messianic community is of course the king james version Which doesn't say evildoers it

doesn't say iniquities. What's it say you workers of? Lawlessness, right? We love that because
we get all giddy about it because lawlessness law of nomos is torah So this is this is yeah,

that's torah It means that those people who claim to be followers of jesus, but don't keep the
torah like I do don't get in um They will never experience the grace and mercy of God like I do
because, you know, I don't mow my lawn on Saturday or whatever. I've interpreted this verse

like this before. And yes, this is speaking about God's Torah, God's law, and how Yeshua
presented it. Torah is important. We love the Torah here. We love Sabbath here. We love God's

feasts here at Founded in Truth. But guys, I don't believe this is the aspect that Yeshua is
referring to. If it was, he wouldn't have had such an issue with the Pharisees and the scribes.
They kept Sabbath. They kept kosher. They made sure to tithe every ounce of their income,
including their herb garden outside. I never tithed my own herb garden. Can you imagine

going outside and your lavender and weighing it? Pharisees, they were good at keeping the
checklist. They thought they were keeping God's law from their heart. Yeshua's criticism of
them was that they weren't. So Matthew tells us this. And so the word here for evildoers or

iniquities or lawlessness is anomia. Nomos means law and a is like the absence. Whenever an
a before a word, it means like not. So like anomaly. So normal. But a, a, normal or normality.
Right. Anomia, no law. resides within them. And in Matthew 24, 12, this word is actually used
again, speaking of false prophets, in Matthew 24, verse 12, if you want to turn there. And here
he actually connects it to something else to help us define it. So let's try to dive into Matthew
24, and let's see if we can figure out what Yeshua is talking about here. It's okay. So, Matthew

24, verse 12, if you turn with me there, starting in verse 10. It says, "And then many will fall
away and betray one another and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and
lead many astray. Because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold." So
here we go, false prophets again. If a false prophet promotes Torah but his love is cold, they
aren't. Yeshua directly links love growing cold, the absence of love from your heart, to a no

meal the absence of God's law got true intent got rain within his subjects within his servants
in his kingdom has your love been growing warmer because the relationship with you sure or

is it growing colder with your relationship with you sure because one would be an indicator
that you've walked through the right gate one would be a very real indicator that you haven't

walked through the right so so here here issue connects a no-mea lawlessness with love
growing cold I attribute it to false prophets. Someone who on the outside keeps the law of

God, does a good job in their checklist, but they fail to keep the law according to Yeshua. That
is the Torah with the foundation of love and mercy and grace from the beginning. This is

what a false prophet is. A believer that declares they are righteous in their appearance, but
they're abusive to their wife and kids. One who claims to love God's Torah, keeps Sabbath, but

looks at the world and has no compassion to show who Yeshua is. No motivation at all.
someone who declares that the Bible is true and is the Word of God and then on the other
hand seeks only to divide and tear families apart in the name of God Matthew 25 Yeshua

furthers the distinction between a false believer and a true believer with the analogy of the
sheep and the goats right? Remember what he said? You saw me thirsty, you saw me naked,

you saw me in need or you claim to be a believer but you claim to keep Torah but you even
learned some Hebrew that was cool but Was hungry and you did nothing my life was

covered in darkness and you refused to bring light into it How can you be a follower of me?
He says because that's not me. There's a story about a West Indian woman in London and
And she was informed that her husband had been tragically killed in a street accident car

accident crossing the road and She broke she broke down She had lost the foundation of her
existence, her spouse, her husband. She sat around moping in the zombie stare of mourning,

started to become an embarrassment to her family, just staring off. There's no hope left in
her. Until one day, one of her British school teachers went to give her a report about her child
and noticed this and heard the story, went over to her house. She walked in and she sat on

the couch next to her, didn't say a word, and she put her arm around her and embraced her.
She began to softly sob beside her and she leaned in and her cheek her white cheek touched

the brown cheek of the woman and they held hands as Their tears hit one another not a
word was said after a while She got up she left some money to help out the family and she

left at the judgment Yeshua will not ask us about our gifts he will not ask us about our
charisma and He won't ask us how much Hebrew we know, how many Bible verses we

memorized. He will ask if our cheeks touched those who were suffering. He will ask if our
hands held those who were enduring pain. He will ask if we followed Him in enduring the
suffering of the world for the sake of revealing God's love to it. These are the warnings that

Yeshua concludes His sermon with. Focus on what I said He's showing. Make sure you find the
right gate. Don't go through life riding the currents of the masses of the world. Even if the

current is filled with Bible believers. Don't lift up your feet and get swept away. Yeshua wants
you to be intentional with your life. Yeshua wants you to find your purpose in this world

through Him. He is a purpose-giving King. Did you know that? Purpose-giving King. Once you
enter that gate, once you give your full allegiance to the kingdom, not of this world, your

mission begins. Go, teach others. Preach the gospel of God's kingdom making itself known
and revealed now. Both with words and in action. You have a purpose in this world as a

believer. And it is to impact it with the presence of Yeshua poured out and bled out from your
own heart. And worship team, you guys can come up. We're going to conclude. Some of you

may be contemplating this today. I don't know. wondering how you can possibly walk the
narrow path. Maybe you've decided to walk through the gate, but the path looks daunting.

Can anyone ever walk this path? Can anyone ever walk this path without stumbling, without
falling? I mean, anger, lust, allegiance, fickle-minded allegiance. Is that really something that
anyone can do? I don't think so. I don't think you can do it alone, no. And that's the point. You

walk down the narrow path, focusing on the footsteps before you of your rabbi. You walk
down this narrow path following him. He says, follow me through this life and I will show you
the way. Follow me through this life and I will give you the spirit that will enable you to walk
like this. And he's asking, will you choose to follow? So please stand as we conclude services
with worship. And I want you right now, everyone right now, I want to invite you to look at
yourself in the mirror. What is your purpose? What gate have you entered into? Is it a gate
that leads to life? Or is the gate of destruction? Are you floating around with the masses in

life, not being intentional about where you're going? Maybe you've pledged allegiance to the
king but have become distracted. It happens. And you need to be willing to admit to yourself

that that's the case, if it is. Maybe you find yourself surrounded by hardships in life, maybe
mourning, maybe you're suffering in this very moment. God's called you to be in this place

because he knows you're strong enough. And it may not seem like it, But something amazing
will come from God working through you in this situation. Stay focused and stay intentional

every single day that you wake up as a follower, as one walking this path. And don't be
surprised when God reveals to you the opportunity to show forth His glory and His mercy and

His grace and His love to the world. And it could be something spectacular that you in that
moment have the opportunity to show God's love, something grand, Or it could be a moment
of silence, holding someone's hand, crying alongside them. All of it, all of it are scenes of God's

kingdom. Maybe you're looking into the mirror right now and all you can say is, God forgive
me, I'm a sinner. And I would say to you that God hears you. That's what the scripture says.

And you have not moved away from, he has not went anywhere. He's waiting for you to come
back. I invite you now to take advantage of the prayer team that we have here. We have a
team here that is amazing to stand beside you in prayer, to lift you up, to support you. You

can take a step towards life. If you're in that situation where you need support and you don't
feel like anyone is there to help you, we are, despite what you're going through. We are here.

Avinu Malkenu, our Father, our King, Father, I ask that you would touch our hearts. You would
show us the things that divide us from you. that you would forgive us of our trespasses, that

you would forgive us for not being fully committed at times, that you would forgive us for not
being more intentional in searching you out. We thank you for your Son, for he is our light.
And Father, we thank you for this opportunity, even if just to audit ourselves through the

words of his voice spoken to us. Father, if we find ourselves far from you, I ask that you would
embrace us in this moment. Give us strength to walk towards you. Give us strength to get up
and continue being intentional for the purposes that you've given to us. May that be the light
that illuminates our hearts daily. In Yeshua's name we pray. Shalom. I'm Matthew Vandrells,

and I hope you enjoyed this message. Founded in Truth exists to cultivate a fellowship of
image bearers that live the redeemed life only Yeshua can give. If this ministry has been a

blessing to you, we would love to hear from you. Send us an email through the contact form
on our website and tell us how God has used this ministry to edify your faith and relationship
with Him. If you'd like to see more messages like this one, subscribe to our YouTube channel

by clicking here. If you'd like to donate to this ministry and be a part of what God is doing
through it, you can donate through our online giving portal here. We thank you for your

continued support, and we look forward to next time. Shalom.
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