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Was this teaching a blessing?
DONATE

Do you ever find yourself searching for something bigger than you? For a community to be a
part of? A place founded on truth and love? A place to worship the King of Kings, the Lord of

Lords, and the Son of God? Welcome to Founded in Truth, where we're more than just a
fellowship. We're a family. So welcome home. So, today is the day. Um... that we conclude

Matthew chapter 7. And about 17 weeks ago, or at least 17 messages ago, God laid it on my
heart to jump into the greatest sermon ever preached in the history of the universe. And it

was preached by this no-name rabbi from Nazareth on the side of this mount near the
Galilee. And it changed the world. And it was the Sermon on the Mount preached by Yeshua.

And I did not, when I jumped in, I said, Father, I'm going to do this. Let's do this. This can't
possibly be a long series, maybe four or five different sections, series. And that's when I began
rehashing out the Sermon on the Mount, which all of us are familiar with, but this time I did it

with intention. And I realized after the second week that this is not going to be a four-part
series. It has ended up being a 17-part series. But I hope it's been as edifying for you as it has

been for me and what God has revealed to me and re-shown me about what Yeshua
preached today. and how he talked about what a Jeremiah 31 person looks like, how he

portrayed what a follower of him looks like when they walk out in the world and they collide
with the world around them with the message of the kingdom of God. And so if you join me in
Matthew chapter 7, you can turn to verse chapter 24. And we're going to read the rest of the
chapter. There's a few scriptures here. And we're going to take a look at this last little parable
that he tells us regarding this. He's speaking to everyone on the mountain. He looks and he
says, Therefore, anyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a

wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down and the streams rose and the
winds blew and beat against the house, yet it did not fall. Because it had its foundation on

the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is
like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, the

winds blew and beat against the house, and it fell with a great crash. When Jesus had
finished these things, finished his sermon, the crowds were amazed. They were amazed at his
teaching because he taught as one who had authority and not as their teachers of the law.
Verse 29 is kind of a bold statement where Matthew is making sure that you know what's

happening here on this mount. This rabbi got up and taught the Torah with more authority,
more divine authority than any other teacher or rabbi, period. This is how you keep the law of

God as displayed in the Sermon on the Mount. Yeshua says this is what a person looks like.
Not when they keep the commandments of God as a checklist, but they keep it from their

heart. And so, he tells this parable. So, a wise man builds his house upon a rock. A wise man,
he builds his house upon a rock. A wise man, he built his house upon a rock and the rains

came tumbling down. And the rains came down and the floods came down. No one knows
that song, really? Tim gets it. The rain came down and the floods came. Okay, we'll just ignore

it. We'll just let that go. Let's move on. So this is the end of the sermon, and this is the third
and final invitation that Yeshua gives in this chapter to invite you into a new world, a new life,
a new way of living. The first was in verses 13 through 14 when he speaks about entering into
the narrow gate. Come this way, this way. I invite you to come this way where few will find.

The second was in verses 15 through 23 where he warns about false prophets that minimize
the gospel and present the gospel in a way that it actually leads to death and not recreation
and not newness of life. And he tells us, listen, you need to audit yourself so that you realize
that you're actually following me and you actually have a relationship with me and that I
know who you are. And here, here Yeshua gives a parable, and it invites us to imagine a

different world where his kingdom is manifest and we are the workers. And the parable is
about two construction contractors, or two people that are going to build their own house.

And these two builders in this parable are two different kinds of responses to the entire
sermon that he just preached. These are the two responses that you, as the people here in the
sermon, which one are you? There's only two. Two people that are going to build their house.

And this sermon, this reconstitution of Torah from the anointed prophet of God on the mount,
something that Matthew's intentionally trying to portray is like the greater Moses giving the

life-giving law of God. This is not the Torah that is just laid in writings in a scroll. The Torah
that he preached here does not just find its fulfillment in the self-righteous checklist that
isolates you from your mission to the world. No, this Torah that Yeshua taught, this rabbi

taught on the mount, This Torah teaching showed what a Torah filled and fueled by the Spirit
of God looks like when it actually inhabits someone's heart. A Torah teaching that actually

gives life. He spoke it with authority. Notice Matthew doesn't say more authority. No, he spoke
it with the authority. No other Torah teacher ever had. No other rabbi. No other prophet. The
greatest stood before you here. And so here, to conclude his sermon, he lays it out. You are

either someone who hears the teachings of Yeshua... the teachings of Jesus, and you do
them, and you practice them, and you hold them, and you meditate on them, and you live
them, and you be a light, and you're a salt, and you show forth what the kingdom of God
looks like, and you proceed to be the hands and feet of Yeshua, or you're the person that
hears the teachings of Yeshua and walks away without ever putting them into practice,

without ever allowing it to overtake your heart and your intentions and the way you live your
life. This person hears the words of the king, but does not pledge their allegiance to him with
their heart. And we've spoken about allegiance before and how many of us are very fickle as

Americans on when we pledge allegiance to our nation, to the flag, but we really don't
actually support all the things that we pledge to. We don't protect all the things that we

pledge to. Yeshua here clarifies who his followers are, and it's not the ones that simply hear
his words. It's not the ones who hear his words and actually believe his words. I mean, how

many of us believe the words of Yeshua? How many of us believe what Jesus said? Like,
amen, right? I believe Yeshua is king. I believe he is the savior. I believe he ushers in the

newness and recreation that only the kingdom of God can bring. I believe he was crucified. I
believe he rose from the dead. I believe his Torah teaching is the only teaching of Torah that

connects us to God. But that doesn't mean anything, at least not here, not on the mount.
Doesn't mean anything right here. Therefore, anyone who hears these words of mine and
such a such a damning word here and puts them into practice is like the wise man who

builds his house on a rock and verse 26. But everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not put them into practice is like the foolish man that built his house upon the sand.
Both people heard the words there. There's the dividing line right there. That's the dividing

line. I believe in Yeshua, so what? This is not about affirming some doctrinal opinion or having
the correct information or having the correct knowledge about something. This is not about a

pursuit of an intellectual superiority over everyone else. This is not about knowing the deep
secrets of theology and the nuggets that some build their faith on. This is not about simply

knowing. This is about acting. This is about doing. This is about putting something into
practice. This is about choosing to put one foot in front of the other in pursuit of something

greater than yourself. This is not just about pledging your allegiance to the kingdom of God.
It's about making the decision to devote yourself to the kingdom of God. And this is a huge

wake-up call for the body of believers in the world. As Christians, it seems far too often that we
look at each other in terms of what we think about Jesus instead of what we're actually doing
because of Jesus. Far too often. And if that is our focus as someone who knows about Yeshua,

then that's all we're ever going to be. That's all we will ever be. Many will come, is what
Yeshua says. Many will come, Matthew 7, 21, saying, Lord, Lord, we know you. We believe in

you. Guess what? We even did all these miracles. Did the miracles. And Yeshua's going to look
at them and be like, I don't, I mean, that's good for you, but I don't know who you are because

you didn't actually do what I told you to do. Yeah, we did. We did all these great things and
miracles, miracles. Yeah, but you didn't actually do what I told you to do. Belief is required. We

see that throughout the Gospels. Romans 10, good gracious. Belief is required, but belief,
pledging, is the launch pad of a believer. It's not the period at the end of a believer's pursuit.

It's the launch pad. That's what launches us into doing something with God as our source and
our resource. And here Yeshua is not being shy about it. This is how you gain access to life.

This is how you survive the wind and the rain and the waves. This is how you are not
destroyed. And it's funny because he touches into something. He touches into a parable. He's
speaking kind of a metaphor with the wind and the waves and rocks. And these are actually

like metaphors throughout the entire Bible. This is kind of cool, so I'm going to geek out a little
bit because that's what I love doing. But this metaphor about wind and waves and rains is
everywhere in the Bible, even from Genesis 1 all the way through the prophets, especially in

the Psalms. David speaks about this a lot. And not only does the winds coming and the waves
and the rain crashing against you, not only do those things represent the woes of life, which
they absolutely do, temptations and forces against you, but in the scriptures, the storms also
represents judgment or judgment of God. In Nahum 1, 7-8, it speaks of God judging Nineveh
with a storm that washes them away. metaphorically. In Ezekiel 13, it speaks of these false

believers that claim that they know God, and they claim that they are at peace with God and
they have covenant with God, so they talk about building this wall around the city, and

they're going to whitewash it and do all this stuff, and then God sends the rains, and it not
only washes off the walls, but it washes away, it blows away all those who claim to be in

covenant with God but didn't live out his mandate from their heart. Proverbs 10.25 actually
does the best job. It says, "...when the storm..." Kind of sounds like he just summed up what

Yeshua said, right? This parable is speaking of a person's entire life set before the judgment of
God. Knowing, having information, is not enough to gain life. Since the birth of the internet...

Soapbox. Soapbox. Since the birth of the internet, back in the 90s, the pursuit of secret
knowledge has overtaken and exploited the human heart. It's something that we're prone to.

We love to know stuff. Anybody like to know stuff? We love to know stuff. Now what if I told
you you could know something that no one else knows? We love it. It's, yeah, we love, yes, I
love secrets, right? And so in the 90s, it started really with the exploitation of that human

condition. It started with chain letters when you get that email. Remember when getting an
email was like exciting, right? And now you go to the mailbox and it's like, Bill, Bill, Bill. Oh, like
Audra sent us a hand record and that's what makes our day. Email spam, you know, it's just.
But remember the chain letters that you would get sent and it'd be like, hey, like, listen, Bill

Gates sent is giving away like three million dollars to everyone who forwards this email. Shh!
Not everyone knows, but if you forward this email to 25 people, you're going to get a check

this coming August or whatever for three million dollars by Bill Gates. And you know in your
mind, no, that's not, that's not. But you have access to a potential secret knowledge that can

gain you something. So what do you do? You lay down your relationships on the altar and
you spam everybody, right? The good old days. In the early 2000s, conspiracy theorists

erupted onto mock platforms all over the internet. They had an international accessible
audience at this point. Hey, I have a secret that no one knows about, except for you. You know

about it, and they don't know that you know. So check out my homemade GeoCities
webpage to see this secret knowledge that no one else knows about and the government's
hiding from you. Now in the 20 teens, we have another platform that all of us use. It's a lot of
fun. YouTube is the newest platform of exploitation of the human heart. Secret knowledge.
We love knowledge. Hey, the government is poisoning the air with chemtrails and they're

poisoning us to try to kill us, even though we are the longest living generation ever. Hey, the
NWO is here. The NWO is here, and the Illuminati is coming together, and the world is going
to end this coming August. Anyone ever seen those? You can always tell because they have

that dramatic, like, epic music. Right? And then you look down, posted three years ago. I
know. I used to consume myself with hours of sitting in front of a computer fabricating a
fantasy world where reptilians walked among us, everyone was an alien, and I created a

world where the secret government and the men in white robes were actually more powerful
than my God. I was an idol worshiper, but I was also a watchman on the wall. I may have
been a watchman on the wall, but I was not walking out the calling of an image bearer. I

made information an idol, and it wasn't even like good information. Sensational information
we love. We find comfort in knowing things. It makes us feel secure. You may be consumed

with liberal or conservative news stations or talk shows that talk about international politics.
Ooh, what is the left doing over here? Ooh, what's the right doing over here? We love

information because it sometimes affirms the identity that we want to be. And it's not just like
sensational stuff or false knowledge. We love to pursue legitimate knowledge too, right? Any

history junkies in here? History? We love history. Any math junkies? Like the numbers? A
couple. Okay, nice. Not me. Science. Anyone just love talking about science and physics,

astrophysics? It's cool stuff, right? It's good. Learning and getting excited about information is
fun. And it's how we grow. It truly is. My point is this. Yeshua says that you can treat him like
that. You can tune in daily. You can get knowledge. You can either be consumed with him in
every thought, in every detail. That does not guarantee life. The wise hear his words, hear the

information, process the information, get excited about the information, believe the
information, and practice them. The wise take his teaching of Torah and practice it from the

heart. The wise take his teaching on love and practice it. The wise take his teaching on
birthing the kingdom of God through our hands and feet, and they practice it. And it's

fascinating because notice the text does not talk about the two men attempting to avoid
being hit by the storm. Neither one of the men are trying to avoid being hit by the rain. And I
found this cave, see? I built my house there. No, both men are preparing for the waves. That's

why one is wise and one is not. The storm is coming. And what does the wise man build his
house on? Notice Matthew. I love Matthew so intentional. Like Yeshua walked up the mount

trying to juggle. He's trying to intentionalize. Yeshua walked up on the mount. What's the
mount? It was a mount. The mount. The mount is the mountain where the prophet of God
walked up to receive God's law. Where does the wise man build his house? On the rock. On

the rock. Now as I mentioned, the parables include A vision of our entire life being before
God's judgment through several scriptures. But the parable is also a very, very, very common

metaphor throughout the biblical narrative. Rain and storms are a constant reminder of
what? Danger, chaos, judgment. It's fascinating. You notice the... in Genesis 1, not Genesis 2,

but in Genesis 1 and in Psalm 74, another creation poem that's a little bit different than
Genesis 1, but regardless, it speaks about what? It speaks about creation starting off void,
chaotic. What was there? Just this watery abyss. No inhabitants of life, nothing there. And

what did our God do with the water that nothing can come out of? The chaos that existed in
the cosmos. What did our God do? He took it and forced it to yield to him. Took the water, split

it in half. You're going to do what I say. You go up there, up above. You go down there, down
below. He told the water, dry land, come out. Water subsided. Dry land comes up. Plants
come up. Air comes up. Stars exist. All the creatures of the world. Mankind pops up. Big

oceans, small streams. Genesis 1 is a testimony that represents the authority and the reign
that our God has. That's its intent, to show just how big our God is and a reminder to us, this is

why you are here and this is how you came to be. Psalm 74 is a little bit different. I wasn't
going to get into this, but that's okay. If you guys are Bible geeks, it's fine. So Psalm 74 is

another creation poem. About midway through, it speaks about how God split the waters. He
split the oceans, right? And while he's setting the stars in the sky and he's creating all of the
bounds of the earth and all the boundaries here and all around it and creating the universe.
And he says that right in between there, it talks about him smashing the heads of the water
monsters or the sea monsters. Anyone familiar with this? It's kind of a weird poem, right? He

kills the sea monster. And the sea monster, the poem's actually mocking Babylonian creation
myth, where there was a sea monster that they killed that created the world. But the psalmist
is saying, no, our God did that. You guys can't have that. We'll take it. You guys can't take that.
And what's a sea monster? What does that have to do with anything? What, did God kill it in

some Godzilla movie? No, the sea monster represented the one who rules the seas, the
oceans, the water, the one who is the ruler of chaos and danger and death and everything
that is wrong with the universe. God smashed his heads in Psalm 74, took control of chaos,

and made it yield and brought order to the universe because that's how powerful he is. It's a
really cool study. Sorry, that was an exit rant. But the state of the universe was uninhabitable.
No humans could exist there. Nothing could. And Genesis 1 tells the story of the greatness of
the power of our God. He takes chaos and brings forth order. All must yield. Nothing, nothing
can stand against God. And this theme continues here, and it goes all the way through the
scriptures. In the ancient world, people didn't live in water, did they? Where'd they live? On
land, where water is not, right? And water, it's not far-fetched. You go into water, you die,

right? You jump in the water, you sink, you die. It's danger. It's chaos. It's the grave. It
represents the grave, as David talks about. It's whore. In the poem of Moses in Exodus 15,

Israel had just crossed the Red Sea. Kind of a big deal, right? And Moses begins writing this
poem, and Mary has a little section at the end, and she's dancing, and it's the song of Moses.
So here in Exodus 15, Moses is singing the song of Moses, and he's talking about the victory of

God and how God defeated Pharaoh and his army. I think I have this section of the poem
here. It's starting in verse 7. Because remember, the Pharaoh's army chased Israel through

the sea, and God was like, Hey, see, I control you. You yield to me. Close up. Destroyed
Pharaoh. But look, right after that, Moses is gearing up, kind of like in a parallel here, And he's
mentioning another opponent, something great that God did, another victory. By the blast of
your nostrils, the waters yielded and piled up. The surging water stood up like a wall. The deep

waters congealed in the heart of the sea. Not only did he defeat Pharaoh, he defeated the
waters yield to him. I love that. David carries this forward as well on a more personal level. In
Psalm 69, verse 1, you may be familiar, but he's lamenting. He says... Save me, O God, for the

waters have come up to my neck. I want you to imagine this. Imagine David's poem. The
waters have come up to my neck. I'm sinking in the miry depth. There is no foothold. I have
come into the deep waters. The flood engulfs me. So when he says there's no foothold, has

anyone ever like jumped in the deep end of the pool and they couldn't swim? And if you could
just like get your foot on the tip of the ladder or up against the wall, you could somehow.

David doesn't have a foothold and he's struggling and the water is up to here and he can't
grab anything and he's drowning and it's overtaking him. What horror, what chaos. It's

taking his life. He's sinking down. For those of you familiar with the poem, is David talking
about literal water here? No, no. He speaks about the enemies that surround him in the next

verse. Those who hate me without reason outnumber the hairs on my head. Many are my
enemies without cause and those who seek to destroy me. This is the water that's

surrounding him. This is the water that's coming up to his neck. He can't get a foothold.
Where is he going to go? Everybody's trying to kill him. They're surrounding me, God. Chaos,
danger, hopelessness. Isaiah 17, 12. Isaiah uses the same imagery to speak about the nations.
You get the point. Waters, raging seas, torrents all represent chaos. They represent disorder.

They represent anxiety, stress, fear. The things that come against you. The things that pull you
down. The things that take your life away from you. But there's another theme or metaphoric
theme in the Bible to speak about God. And I referenced back King David in Psalms chapter
18. It's a psalm, it's like a victory psalm, a victory poem, where David's been redeemed from

King Saul. Was David just a little relieved when he didn't have to worry about that situation in
his life anymore? A little bit. So this is his victory poem right here, and it starts out, "'The Lord is

my rock.'" My fortress, my deliverer, my God is my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield and
the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. So what image do you get? You get like a big

boulder? What's a big boulder going to do? No, it's a rock that David has been set upon. It's a
rock that surrounds David and protects him. It's a fortress that shields him on all sides, that
whatever is around him cannot get to him. In verse 16 later, he speaks about God, and look
what he says. I love the imagery and the metaphor he used in Psalms. He says, he reached

down, speaking of God, he reached down from on high and took hold of me, and he drew me
out of deep waters. He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my foes who were too

strong for me. Where did God reach down from? He reached down to lift him up. Out of the
what? The imagery here is that God reached down from the rock and pulled David out of the
waters and put him on the rock. Put him in the fortress. The waters couldn't get up there. The

waters couldn't crash up there. The waters couldn't do any damage. They couldn't get him
when he's up on this rock. This is his God. Man, doesn't the story of Yeshua walking on the

water carry a huge message now? He walked on the water. He was above. He was the
conqueror of the water. And what does Peter say? Peter wants to come out. But what
happens to Peter? And Peter screams out much like David, Lord, save me. And Yeshua

reaches down and pulls Peter out of the water. Or when Yeshua calms the storms, this is
showing forth the divine power that he harnesses. This is, why are you worried? This, this is no
match. Haven't you read the scriptures? And the storm was gone. This is our king. The event

of Yeshua pulling Peter out of the water, and I hope that pricked your heart just a little bit
because the event when Yeshua was walking on the water, when Jesus was walking on the

water and he reaches down and he pulls Peter out of the water, this was not simply meant to
be read as like this really, really cool thing that Yeshua did a long time ago. This is meant to

impact you in a way that you realize that this is also your story. Your story of being drug down
into the water and a rescuer and a redeemer and a protector grabbing you and raising you

up to life. Peter's story is also our own, and it's incredible. And a wise man builds his house
upon a rock. A wise man builds his house on the only unshakable foundation, who is Yeshua. 1
Corinthians 3, 10. 10 through 11 is one of my favorite verses ever. Paul understood this concept.

He says, Paul understood this. There's only one foundation. There's only one. And Paul is
repeating the same question that Yeshua asks. How are you building on it? Are you building

on it? Are you practicing what Yeshua said to do or are you just absorbing the words? Are you
stopping at the information and the acknowledgement? Are you stopping at the simple
belief without actions, without moving forward, without progressing and demonstrating
anything that God wants to use you for and thinking that you've built a solid foundation,

you've built your house on a solid foundation devoted to Yeshua? Here's a quote by an author,
Aaron Nyquist, and I really appreciate what he had to say. I have three quotes here, and they
might be a little bit longer because I couldn't figure out a way to articulate them any better.
So bear with me. If information alone could transform us into Christ-likeness, then we would
be the most Christ-like generation of all time. We have unlimited access to all the knowledge
in human history through our smartphones and our very pockets. Yet the world doesn't really

seem to be moving quickly towards a holy utopia, does it? Why not? Our mission, what
Yeshua is calling us into, is not simply a state where our sins are forgiven and we're just
waiting to die so we can go to heaven and be resurrected. The forgiveness of our sins is

supposed to be the starting point of what God wants to do in and through us all. That's not
the end. That's not the goal. That's the starting point. That's when you've been recruited into
the kingdom to do something for the kingdom. You have to acknowledge the information,
then you have to move forward with the information and practice the practice of following

Yeshua. We're called to be emissaries, emissaries of the kingdom that is impacting this world,
and we're called not simply to stand back and watch, but to participate in the recreation of
the world through God's Spirit within us. That's why it was given to you. You were not meant

to sit here and wait for the world to end. You were meant to do the things that God is
meaning to do and has promised to do. And he's equipped you to do it and participate in

that. That's why you have the Spirit within you. I have a quote here from Professor Tom
Wright. He's a... Very, very, very famous New Testament scholar. He's a man that I have a lot of
respect for. And again, I couldn't figure out a better way to articulate this. He writes this in his
book, Surprised by Hope. Fully endorse the book. Highly recommend it. It will mess up in the

greatest way the way that you perceive your purpose here in the kingdom of God. But he says
this, he says... The whole point of what Jesus was up to when he walked around was that he
was doing close up in the present what he was promising to do long term in the future. And
what he was promising for that future and doing in the present was not simply saving souls

for a disembodied eternity. but he was rescuing people from corruption and decay of the way
the world presently is so that they could enjoy, already in the present, that renewal of

creation, which is God's ultimate purpose. And so they could thus become colleagues and
partner in that larger project. In other words, Yeshua lived out the visions of Jeremiah and the
visions of Isaiah that describe the time when God's kingdom would be recognized throughout
all the world in every heart. All of Yeshua's miracles revolved around the prophecies of Isaiah.

Speaking about this world that's going to come sometime in the future and everyone's
waiting on it. This world where God's peace and God's love and God's justice is going to be felt

in every human heart. Yeshua's ministry revolved around showing those prophecies and
those promises in the now and in the present because that's what he was birthing. He was

birthing that kingdom now. A future where Death won't hold us in the grave any longer.
Where the blind will see and the lame will no longer be outcasts of the society, but they will

leap with joy and they will dance and walk along everyone else. A time where war and
violence, hate and greed, unforgiveness won't be present. Why? Because all relationships will
be reconciled. This is the future reality of God's reign on earth. And Yeshua showed us how to
take part in it now. That's what the Sermon on the Mount was all about. It is among you now.
The kingdom is among you now. Through Him. Through Him. A life devoted to God shows the

tangible substance of what is hoped for. Our lives should be the evidence of what is not yet
seen. Our lives in the present should show the world what the future kingdom of God looks

like, feels like, now. That's exactly what Hebrews 11:1 is talking about. Your faith, your
allegiance, when you walk it out, that's what it shows. You don't think the kingdom of God is

coming? Let me show you the love of God. Let me show you the spirit that God's equipped me
with. Let me show you what self-sacrifice looks like. That's what Yeshua said, and that's what
Yeshua told every single one of you to go out and do. Show the world the evidence of what is
coming. You are the hands of feet of that kingdom. You do it now so the world can see it, and
they can partake in it as well. We're not just sitting around waiting for God to do something.
He's called you to participate in doing it. Wright continues in his book, he says, what do you

do in the present? What do you do right now? Well, by painting or by preaching, by singing or
by sewing, by praying or teaching or building hospitals or digging wells or campaigning for
justice or writing poems or caring for the needy or loving your neighbor as yourself. These

things will last into God's future. These activities are not simple ways of making the present
life a little less beastly. a little more bearable until the day then you can just leave it all

behind. No. They are part of what we may call building for God's kingdom. What we do now
through and by God's spirit shows the world what God's good creation truly looks and feels

like. This is your calling of a believer. This is why Paul calls you an ambassador, an emissary, a
representative of the Christ, of the King. We look like we represent Jesus. No, no, it's not simply
that. The king has a kingdom. You're an emissary of the kingdom and everything the king is
about. We acknowledge that. We pledge allegiance to that. But do we practice that? What
does it look like to practice what Yeshua taught in the Sermon on the Mount? Guys, you ever

realize that God calls us to follow Yeshua? What did Yeshua do? He served and he gave in
self-sacrificial love in every aspect of his ministry. What that looks like when he taught the

way of Torah, he taught it as putting your selfishness aside, dropping everything, your sacred
time, your money to go and help someone fix an air conditioning unit, crawling in their crawl
space despite your avid fear of spiders. It's being completely overwhelmed with work, with life,
with stress that you never imagined, but you see an opportunity to sacrifice even more. And it
doesn't bother you. It makes your eyes open wide and get excited to dive into being able to do

something for the foster care community and your local community to actually help. It's
getting home from a long day of work, ready to rest, ready to spend time with your family.
You're tired, but instead you go ahead and tell your friend to bring his car over, diagnose

some significant issues, help order parts, help install the parts, and not really even charge him
for it. It's looking at houses in another state, investigating your mortgage options, laying out a
type of plan to move your entire family to another state. Not because of a job opportunity, not
to be closer to family, but because you have such a large loving family already and the state

that you currently live in will not allow you to open your doors up and give that love to any
more foster children. So you desire to sell everything, pick up and move to a state that will
allow you to serve in that capacity. It's being willing to drive all over the place because a

homeless man just got out of prison and he needs help getting back on his feet. So you take
him grocery shopping and you get him a hotel to stay in and you give him a laptop and you
sit with him for three hours trying to apply for jobs to get him someplace to go. It's going out
of your way to fix up a bike and then driving across town to give him a bicycle so that he can
ride on it to get around town. Make sure he has a ride. This is choosing mercy over judgment

and responding to someone who has been and would be rejected from even coming into any
church or synagogue or messianic fellowship to worship and saying, we want you to come
alongside us. We want to love you. We want to stand with you as you seek to grow closer to
God that's trying to pull you out of the water. Despite the lifestyle, the circumstance that you

currently find yourself in, practicing is not being a hindrance to the earnest desire of someone
wanting to be transformed by the community of God. Practicing maybe is taking thousands
of dollars that you saved up for a new car that you really need and instead giving it to your
community so that they and many others can have an amazing covenant meal together.

Practicing is using your creative skills to give, paint, draw, sculpt in ways that show the beauty
of God's creation and glory. Constantly making efforts to show and remind everyone that God

loves you and the beauty of that. It's making the choice to lay down your future financial
plans so that a family can work towards having a stable home in their time of need most.

These are examples of practicing being like Yeshua. Yeshua said, "Show God from your heart."
And all of these stories, all of these stories and more are ways that people are practicing in

this very community that you find yourself in now. These are our stories of practicing and it's
beautiful. and it's divine, and it's showing forth the kingdom of God. And we're called to grow
not only in our allegiance and our faith, but we're called to grow in our sacrifice. We're called

to be living sacrifices, and that's not a one-time sacrifice. It's a lifestyle of representing the
kingdom of God in any way, shape, or form we can. This, this is what colliding with the world

around us looks like. It looks unexpected. It looks kind. It looks like grace. It looks like
gentleness. It looks like sacrifice. It looks like love. It looks like love. God is calling a body. He's

calling a kingdom of people, a church, that is not known for their theology. He's calling a
people that's known by their actions. That speaks of their hope through their actions. You

believe in Yeshua? You believe in God? You believe in the birthing of the kingdom that is not
of this world? That's awesome. Guess what? In James 2.19, it speaks about, this is what James
is saying, he says, awesome, you believe, that's awesome. Even the demons believe, and they
shudder. Do you know why the demons shudder? Because that's an appropriate response for
someone who believes but doesn't practice. Totally an appropriate response. James goes on

to talk about how foolish you are if you think If you think that faith and allegiance and
devotion is existent without any action and any practicing, foolish is what James says. That

action shows our faithfulness. And when we choose to allow God to use us to do something so
bold that it cannot possibly be for our sake, his glory shines through. So I don't know where
you are today. I don't know where you're at. You may be someone that has allowed God to

fully engulf your every being, every ounce of your life, opening your eyes every day, searching
for what door God is going to open for you to engage and collide with the world around you.
Maybe you're someone who is practicing, just like me, walking one step in front of the other
every single day on this journey of being conformed in His image, the image of Yeshua. all
while still developing, still struggling with some areas of your life, while proclaiming victory

over others. Or maybe, maybe you're here today and you have put your hand over your heart
and you have pledged your allegiance to Yeshua, but your life looks no different than it did

before. Save a little bit more prayer and a little bit more Bible time. Awesome things, required
things, but maybe you're not practicing the words of a heart looking to serve. Looking to

sacrifice for others looking to give looking to make your life less about you so that he can be
seen And worship team you guys can come on up as I conclude a wise man builds his house

upon a rock a wise man hears the words of Yeshua and puts him into practice Don't put
yourself in a position where the waves and the rain pull your life under the water Don't let the
waves break your life build upon the rock that breaks the waves get involved and Matt, where
do I start? I'm glad you asked. You can start with your community here. What a great starting
point. Volunteer here. Join the ministry outreach programs that we're putting together as we

speak. I'm so excited what's developing, at least with our foster care initiative. Fountain of
Truth is going to help sponsor a breakfast for DSS this coming Tuesday. And I'm going to be
there and get to meet the people who are in the trenches experiencing and working around
hell. And I'm going to hopefully help to encourage them and let them know and thank them
for everything that they do. And that we as a fellowship want to be involved more so that we
can be familiar to them. Practice is about being outwardly focused in everything that you do,
not inwardly. Always seeking opportunities to be used by God for God. And always being okay
with the knowledge of the fact that when God uses you, it doesn't always look elegant. It's not
always fun, but it doesn't make it any less required. A lot of times we convince ourselves that

we are practicing when we choose to participate in serving on our own schedule, right?
When we want to, when it's convenient for us. Guys, you're supposed to be sold out in every
ounce of your life in sacrificial love. Partial obedience is full disobedience. It is what it is. God
doesn't work around your time clock. Scripture calls you to be a living sacrifice, full-time, not
part-time. God is equipping the community that you are part of right now to do, to practice.

And I'm so excited to see this community moving into a position where we can actually make
an impact in the world around us and not just talk about it. So if you don't know where to

start, give here. That is, if you think that God is working within this community. Look for ways
to edify your family. Look at your own family and your own home. Men, the Bible says to love

your wife. Some of us men sometimes struggle. How do I love my wife? Well, you have a
perfect example. How does Yeshua love you? Yeah, but how do I love my wife when I get

irritated with her? Well, we have a great example. How does Yeshua love you when he gets
irritated with you? Women. The Bible says for you to respect, honor your husbands. That

means coming alongside them. That means encouraging them. That means working with
them, not against them. We know you're right most of the time, but can you meet us where
we're at? Can you be our helpmate? Parents. Parents. Love your kids. Do you want to know

why that's important? Practice with your kids. Do you want to know why? Because your kids
are learning everything about God by looking at you. Pursue peace. Pursue stability. Pursue
love. How about at your work? Can you sacrifice your pride and show the humility that only
God's kingdom presents? How about the stranger in the grocery store? Have you guys ever

walked up to a stranger and offered some of your time to pray for them? And it's really
awkward because you have no idea what's on your heart, but you do it anyway. And it's still

kind of awkward, but they're so thankful in the end. It's God working, and that's you
practicing. It's you practicing. Practicing does not always look pretty, but it isn't about pretty.
It's about progress. Sometimes you look foolish. Paul says you are fools for Christ. It's okay. It
doesn't matter. It's not about you. We're not called to just stand idle and wait for God to do

something. He already is. God is already working and he's working through you. That's what
you're called to be, is an agent of his kingdom. Will you step up? Will you commit? Will you
sacrifice? Will you serve? Will you give? Will you practice? What happened on the mount
can't and won't stay on the mount. So please stand. This is how we collide with the world

around us. This is what the Sermon on the Mount was all about. Practice the sermon. Love
from your heart. Don't hate. Cherish from your heart. Don't objectify others. Don't hide behind

vulnerabilities. Show the word of God as your strength. Don't hold bitterness and
unforgiveness. Forgive your enemies. Don't just occupy your prayers with people that you like.
Pray for those who hate you. This, this is why the kingdom of God and the world around us will
collide by our practicing. So guys, I know we have a prayer team. We'll conclude with a time of

worship. And I would love for you to meditate on the Sermon on the Mount, on the words of
our King, and what He's called you to do. And I don't know where you're at, and I don't know

what your heart might be tugging you to do, maybe nothing at all, but God is definitely
calling each and every one of His followers to take part in building His kingdom alongside
Him. And so that's the invitation. We have a prayer team available during worship. If you

need support, if you want prayer, practice. Our Father, our King, Father, we thank you for this
time together. We thank you for your fellowship. Father, we thank you for the ability to

practice together as a community that we are not alone, that you are in our midst. We thank
you for the clear evidence of your work in here and in this community. In Yeshua's name we
pray. Amen. Shalom. I'm Matthew Vandrells, and I hope you enjoyed this message. Founded

in Truth exists to cultivate a fellowship of image bearers that live the redeemed life only
Yeshua can give. If this ministry has been a blessing to you, we would love to hear from you.

Send us an email through the contact form on our website and tell us how God has used this
ministry to edify your faith and relationship with Him. If you'd like to see more messages like

this one, subscribe to our YouTube channel by clicking here. If you'd like to donate to this
ministry and be a part of what God is doing through it, you can donate through our online
giving portal here. We thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to next

time. Shalom.
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