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Do you ever find yourself searching for something bigger than you? For a community to be a
part of? A place founded on truth and love? A place to worship the King of Kings, the Lord of

Lords, and the Son of God? Welcome to Founded in Truth, where we're more than just a
fellowship. We're a family. So welcome home. Well, Shabbat Shalom, everybody. All right,
Shabbat Shalom. Guys, we're excited you are here today with us. If this is your first time

visiting or your first time watching online, guys, we are a community of diverse families and
individuals who love the Sabbath. We find joy in the entirety of the Bible, but most of all, we

are a community that seeks first and foremost to orbit the person of Jesus who we call
Yeshua. So welcome to Founded in Truth Fellowship. Abby, can you close, Abby, Abby, can you
close that door? So, guys, Passover is among us, which is cool, right? It's kind of a big deal for

us, especially as believers. And as you know, we're going to be doing a few messages on
biblical themes, such as the Feast, Sabbath, Kosher, Torah-related stuff, and how they apply

to us or fill through Yeshua and us as believers. And since Passover is coming up, it's only
appropriate that we revisit the story that was so foundational in the Bible. And I dare say I'm
going to make some bold claims today about the book of Exodus. Let me take that back. The
Exodus story as a whole. As we don't realize sometimes just how significant the Exodus story
is. We kind of chalk it up as like just the story that took place. And you got Moses in the sea
and there's a lamb. But guys, the Exodus story is literally the story that forms the rest of the

story of the Bible. Like, that's what it is. We think of it, oh, it's just one book. No, the entire
Torah is the Exodus story. We forget about that. Like, the Exodus story starts in Exodus and
continues in Throughout the rest of the Torah, everything in the wilderness, all of the things,
the promises, the covenant, and the mountain, all of it reflects the Exodus story. As we enter

into the story of Israel going into the land, the story of Israel becoming Egypt, going into exile,
all of these things are a reflection of the cyclical pattern of the Exodus story. Then you have

the prophets after the time of the exile, Jeremiah, Malachi, Isaiah, Zechariah. All of the
prophets are now looking back on the story of history and the history of Israel, and they're

prophesying about a future cyclical pattern of the Exodus known as the greater Passover and
greater Exodus that's going to be fulfilled by this great king, this prophet likened unto Moses.

And then you turn the page and you go into the New Testament. And what do you have
Matthew blowing us up with? You have Matthew blowing us up with references about the

Exodus applying to Jesus. And we're going to go through the book of John today and see how
he does the same thing. The Exodus story is very much so the Bible-forming story. And so I'm
kind of excited about it. And I think that when we go into the season of Passover, sometimes
we get bored with the story because we forget the significance of it. It is a much larger story
than simply a story about Moses, a story about oppression, a story about releasing of slavery.
It is a story, this ancient story that orbits a meal that and establish the symbol of revolution as

a lamb. This is where it starts. It is a story about healing, hope, reconciliation. And like I said,
this story echoes throughout all of Scripture. And so as we begin in Exodus, now, as I said, the
Exodus event is like the canvas for, I believe, the canvas for how the entire Bible story unfolds.

I would dare suggest that Exodus is like chapter one of the book. And I know how some
people will be like, no, no, no, Genesis is chapter one. Yeah. I would suggest, just to reframe
this, suggest Genesis is like the introduction that leads us to the opening scene of the story.
You guys know Star Wars? Some of you know it. Younger crowd, you probably don't know

nothing about it. Mandalorian, that's your... No. I mean, it's cool, but... So you got a new hope,
right? The first Star Wars movie you watch, how does it open? It opens with something called

the crawl for this Star Wars fan, the nerds, right? And the crawl is all that text that starts
going up the screen, right? And you read the text and what's the text saying? Like it's, this is a
period of civil war, you know, rebel spaceships striking from a hidden base have won and their
victory against the evil galactic. It's telling you the backstory, right? Everything that's leading
up to the opening scene where the Imperial warship is shooting lasers at this other ship and
then it docks. And then instantly you have the antagonist, Darth Vader, who comes in, right?
Without the crawl, you don't know what's going on. I dare suggest Genesis is the crawl for the
Exodus story. Darth Vader comes in and he just has a way of, he doesn't put people down, he

lifts them up, right? Yeah. But think about it. The first 12 chapters of Genesis are
broad-stroked. They're not extended stories. You have creation, then you have kind of a little
bit different story of creation that has Adam and Eve right after it. Mankind quickly is filled

with violence, and God allows humans to have what they seek, a destroyed world. That's what
the flood narrative is. It's a story of de-creation. You have creation, and when mankind seeks

to yearn For destructive ways and measures, God allows them to have it. Decreation falls
through sin. The elements the author of Genesis 1 uses here are intentional. It is so good. So

you have the waters that were upon the earth, the chaotic waters, signifying the time of
darkness and chaos. You have the waters that were separated and dry land appears that

caused new life to burst forth. Then those waters at the time of the flood are allowed to close
in on those who oppress others and yield to violence. It's decreation. Noah is this new Adamic
figure that comes out, has dominion over the animals. He plants a garden. He eats the fruit of
the garden, and then he winds up naked. Cyclical story. Then all the nations come together of
the Tower of Babel, and then the story zooms in very quickly to Abraham. And the rest of the
Genesis story is about Abraham and his family and the promises that will come from them.

Where does that story lead us at the end of Genesis? With Joseph and bringing his family into
this new garden, if you will, the land of Goshen. And that is how the story, that is how Israel

ends up in Egypt. And as soon as you turn the page to Exodus, it's as if the main narrative, the
main functioning story now begins. And the narrative continues for four more books, the
entire of Torah. The Torah is the Exodus story. Israel finding themselves in slavery, but God

fighting to bring them home. We forget that. That is the backstory for Israel being in the land.
Again, their downward spiral where they finally become the very place that God has freed
them from. And then what happens? Well, they end up going into exile. We see so many

different elements of the Exodus story throughout the history of Israel, the remaining history.
We don't even notice it. So we have the golden calf incident, right, in the wilderness. And then

we have the golden calf incident again in the northern kingdom. It's a cyclical story and it's
very intentional. They go into exile in Babylon and Israel finds themselves in another land

oppressed by a foreign ruler who And then that story is the backstory for the future prophets
that prophesy about a new exodus. Not one from Egypt, but one from the selfish desires of
the human heart. One from the oppressive world, the destructive world around them. One
where new creation through a new Passover and exodus will be established. And this will

come under the command of a new king. And that is the backstory for the Messiah. To break
the cycle of sin and rebellion found in the human heart and free us from slavery. To bring us
home from exile. Exodus ends, the book of Exodus ends in chapter 40, very last section. They

build the tabernacle and then God's spirit fills the tabernacle. God makes his abode. God
tabernacles among his people. He dwells with his people. That is why John opens up in his
prologue in John chapter 1 verse 14. The word became flesh and... Right? That's why John

starts out with all of these elements from creation. In the beginning was. He's not retelling the
creation story. He's retelling the new creation story that came through Yeshua. And so we're
going to dive in and we're going to kind of walk through the opening chapters, the opening

story of Exodus. And I hope... I hope that you will become excited about the story again. And I
hope that you'll see how the authors of the Exodus or Moses wrote and incorporated and
reframed the story around the creation story in Genesis 1 and 2 and around the opening

chapters of Genesis. Because guys, the Exodus is a story, foundational story of Israel coming
out and freed by the power of God. But it's also a cosmic battle story. between the God of

creation and life and the king of death and darkness. And so the opening chapter of Exodus
pulls back the curtain on the scene and the antagonist once again is introduced almost

immediately, Star Wars. This time it's not a serpent. This time it's not Cain. This time it's not
the sons of God in Genesis 6. This time it's a new king called Pharaoh. No name is given. No
name is given. This time this new king is called Pharaoh. And from the story standpoint, it's

intentional. The author here wants you to focus on what the king represents more than
specifically their identity. He wants you to view this character as a symbol for the

anti-creational forces of death which take on and oppose the God of life. This is a cosmic
battle. The story focuses on how this king responds to the life-giving creative activity of

Yahweh, bringing forth new things. The sole description of this Pharaoh is one thing. He does
not know Joseph. Joseph is more than simply a reference to the individual here. Joseph is the
one in and through whom God preserved the people Israel. Remember? Joseph was the one
preserving Israel. Pharaoh knew not Joseph. After Joseph brings his brothers and family into
Egypt, they multiply. What a blessing. Yeah, they multiplied. Of course they would. No, this is
Genesis 1 language. This is how the God of life shows his creative action. He creates mankind.
They are his images. They reflect who he is, and his command to them as a testimony of who
he is is multiply, fill the earth. It's a common language of creative story, and its attribution is
from Yahweh. And so Israel multiplies as his people, and they continue growing, and they
grow fast. Pharaoh begins to get concerned. They're growing too fast. They might take us
over one day. These are the minorities. They shouldn't be the majority. No. If the minorities

become the majority, then things might change. We don't want things to change. This people
threatens the entire empire that Pharaoh yields. The Israelites become a national security
threat to Pharaoh. Just like in Esther, we begin to see intentional irony placed on how the

story is told. And it's beautifully crafted, this event that takes place in Israel's history.
Everything the Pharaoh does, in turn, contributes to his demise in the story. He oppresses the
Israelites using violence and forcing harsh labor upon them. But the more Pharaoh oppresses
Israel, the more they grow. It's like, yeah. So Pharaoh does what? He charges all of the women
in Israel to kill the sons when they're born. No, he charges two midwives, two midwives. When
you see a child born that is a male, kill him. Don't let them survive. That's a solution, right? But
the two midwives, they feared God. And they used what you would call creative deception to
outwit the king of Egypt by letting the boys live. Here, the daughters saved the sons. Pharaoh
then charges all the Egyptians, when this doesn't work, because, you know, he asks, why are
the sons living? And they're like, oh, well, these Hebrew women, they're, you know, They just,

they don't need any assistance. The baby's come and we're not there. And then it's too late. So
Pharaoh turns and he tells all of the Egyptians, listen, throw every newborn son of the

Hebrews into the waters. What was once a battle between two midwives and Pharaoh has
now become a battle against all of Egypt. The ones attempting to preserve life versus the

ones attempting to spread death. Here is the theme of Exodus. Pharaoh here is likened into
the angel of death. He's prescribing when life ends. Creation and decreation. Who will win?

What happens when the two midwives preserve life? The people continue to grow and
become numerous. Exodus 2, 20. They are the fighters of life and their faith in God was the

fuel for that. And how does God bless them? Them being the fighters for the God of life? Their
families multiply, right? This is the blessing. Well, baby Moses is born. And where is he placed?
What does baby Moses put in? A little basket, right? The Hebrew word for basket is teva. And
it's only used in two different places in the Bible. And what does his mom put on the bottom

of the basket? Make it waterproof. Pitch. Okay. So she places him in the Teva and there's
pitch on the bottom. And then she puts him in the waters that cause death, the waters of
chaos. That's one place where the word Teva is used. The other place is in the story of the

flood. Noah builds a Teva and puts pitch on the bottom of it and it floats him on the waters of
death. There we go. There's the connection. It's an arc. It's trying to draw back another story of

creation and decreation. And what will the result be? God producing life at the end of it.
There's a bigger theme moving beneath the surface of this story. Creation, new creation,
rebellion, decreation. And here Moses is linked to the remnant that was saved from the

waters of death. Life prevails. It's a Jurassic Park theme. So who finds Moses? I would submit
that this book is very, not politically feminist, but theologically feministic leaning. This book

does so much to uplift women as the warriors, as the ones that are truly fighting in the story.
So first you have the two midwives. Who finds Moses first? It's the servant of the princess of

Egypt, Pharaoh's daughter. And then Pharaoh's daughter sees Moses and she looks and she
takes in Moses and adopts him. Irony. Once again, it is the women who fight on the side of

life. And that is a huge theme in the entire story. And I'm going to save the rest of the details
for that for the next series that we're going to be doing. But yeah, you have the two midwives.

You have Moses' mother, the princess servant, the princess herself. You have Miriam, who is
Moses' sister. And you have the poor Moses' wife. All of these women stand for life. They either
saved the Israelite boys or the majority of them later continually save the life of Moses. Moses
just has a knack for getting in fatal situations, right? It's as if, and it's a bad example, but you

remember that show Inspector Gadget, right? And Inspector Gadget, man, he was the
fighter. He had all the stuff. He was fighting. But who was the real hero of the show? Who
really like was always stepping in and actually saving the day? Penny or... Right? Here's all

the women. Moses is always finding himself in a situation. He's going to die again. And these
women are the ones that step in and preserve life. They are the warriors of life carrying this
prophet forward, carrying Israel forward. So the story opens up with a cosmic battle of life
versus death, and it flows in transition from all of Israel. I think we have a cool slide. I don't

know. Maybe not. But it flows in transition from all of Israel to to only the sons of Israel. And
then it goes down to a special son of Israel who then in turn saves the firstborn of Yahweh,

who is Israel. So the son, the special son that comes out of Israel ends up saving Israel is the
theme here. I love that. In Exodus 2, 23 to 25 and 3, 7 through, yeah, here we go. It's my

graphic. I love the arrow. It's cool. This is the story and this is how the flow of the opening
chapters of Exodus happened. And so in Exodus 2, 23 through 25 and 3, 7 through 8, we have
God noticing Israel now. And so what's the language used? It says that he comes down and
then he sees and he hears the cries of his people, right? In the opening chapters of Exodus,

we don't see God directly involved with any of the battle going on. You notice that? No, we see
him working through the soldiers of creation and life, the proxies of God. Even Pharaoh's

daughter, when she sees the basket, it says that she comes down to the Nile, she sees the
baby, and she hears his cries, and she saves him. A proxy and a mimicking of what God is
going to do for all of Israel. And like I said, we kind of sit here at the beginning of the story

because I want you to get excited about this story again. It's Passover season. In Exodus 13,
God commands that we remember the story and we teach it to our children. It's not

supposed to get old, but sometimes it does. Do we ever get tired of the story during Passover?
No one raises their hand, right? Sometimes it's redundant and we're going to go through the
story again. So we look for ways to kind of summarize it just like we do with Esther. You know,
we got Moses and we let my people go, right? We got the 10 plagues and we got the Red Sea

parting. Oh, good, four cups of wine though, we're good to go, right? This story was never
designed to get boring because this story is not simply, not simply locked in to simply be

about a people that were enslaved thousands of years ago. This story is about who our God is
in the battle between life and death. And this story involves you. Ironies abound in the
opening chapters as well. Death is presented as a dunce. The first instance you have

Pharaoh's chosen instrument of destruction is the Nile River. And that is the very means in
which Moses is saved. As in chapters 1, the daughters are allowed to live, but the girls are the
ones that end up thwarting Pharaoh's plans. The mother saves Moses by following Pharaoh's
orders, just with her own twist. Put your sons in the river. Okay. A member of Pharaoh's own

family undermines his policies, saving the very person that leads Israel out of Egypt and
destroys the dynasty. Egyptian royalty heeds a Hebrew girl's advice. Remember that? What

should we do with them? Now, the princess may have been gently conned into accepting the
child's own mother as a nurse, but her pity is clearly stated. The mother of Moses gets paid to

do what she wants to do. And it comes out of Pharaoh's own budget. It's good. This
anticipates what is prophesied in chapter 3, verse 22. So chapter 3, verse 22, Yahweh's

speaking, and he tells about how the women, not the men, the women are going to go and
plunder Egypt because they're the warriors of life in the story. They get the booty. Moses is

educated to be an Israelite leader, strategically placed within the very court of Pharaoh. The
princess gives the boy a name that betrays much more than she knows. What she has done
for Moses, Moses will do for all of the people of Israel. The irony that death is a dunce. So we

have also the concept of high risk and high reward. What is the importance of the irony that
we see in the story? Well, most fundamentally, the irony It's the revealing of the divine irony.

God uses the weak. That's the importance of this. God uses the weak, what is low and
despised in the world. He does this to shame the strong. So Jeremiah 9, 23 says in 1

Corinthians 1. Instead of using power the way that it's usually used in the world, God works
through people who don't seem to have any power at all. In fact, they aren't even likely

candidates for the use of any power. It's very risky for God in the story when you're reading it.
It's very risky to choose five women in chapters one and two. They could fail. What's going to
happen? So we get so familiar with the story, it's hard for us to read it for the first time. God

might have to start over. What's going to happen? But they are very good at taking down the
most ruthless forms of systemic power. And God is not the subject of a single verb in any of

their projects. And this isn't all. God's plan for the future of the people of Israel is based on one
child, a baby in a basket or an ark. Who would have thought that the arm of the Lord could

be shown in such a person as this? A little baby that's placed in a, not in a cradle, but a
manger, I mean a basket, will be the one that grows up to lead Israel out of slavery and the

forces of evil. In this section, God acts in ways that aren't obvious, they're unlikely, and they're
not safe. But the reward is huge. So as Passover nears in just a few weeks, know that you are

part of this story in a very real way. Paul refers to believers as soldiers in Christ in 2 Timothy 2.3,
the ones that enter into this cosmic battle. Christ works in this world, through his followers,

the same way the story of Exodus shows God works through the soldiers of life. Paul also calls
you the ambassadors, 2 Corinthians 5, the emissaries, the representatives of Yeshua. When

people see you, the concept that Paul is putting forward is that they should see Yeshua. They
should see King Jesus at work, his presence, his love, his mercy, and his grace poured out

through you and your actions. Because you're the representative. You're the emissary. You're
the image of God. Gosh, the image of God is such a neat concept. I will never stop talking
about it. It'll get old. I don't care. God creates the images of God, and we get so caught up

with that because we're like, okay, does that mean we look like God? Like, does he, you know,
like look like? Nose. I mean, that's kind of funny. You know, you look in a mirror and get out of

the shower. You're funny looking, you know? Like, we're funny looking creatures. No, the
concept for being the image of God, that word there is selim. And it's an ancient concept of

having an idol, if you will. Selim means image as in an idol. Joshua went into the land and he
went up and destroyed the Selim, the pagan Selims. So you have the Garden of Eden. That is,
you have the land and then you have Eden and then you have the garden within Eden. Kind

of like the outer courts and the inner courts and the holiest of holies, right? And inside the
holiest of holies is... In the pagan temple is where the image of the God would be in the form

of a statue. And the concept in the ancient world is that the spirit of that God would be in the
statue and the God would be present through the statue, through this image, but not the
Israelites. When you go into the holiest of holies of the Israelites, you have a mercy seat, a

throne. There's no image. Why is there no image? Because the images are already at work
with the spirit of God working through them. The deity of Israel was seen through the

Israelites. And that's why being the image of God is such a huge concept in the Bible because
it's unlike any other nation. Know how audacious of these people would write this story and
believe this. How audacious. That they would think that they, through their actions, embody

the rule of God, the rule of justice and his reign on earth and his mercy and grace and
forgiveness and love. Just like in the Exodus story, Paul says that you are the representation of

everything Yeshua is, the ambassador, the soldiers fighting in the kingdom of life here now.
Love it. That's the lesson of Passover. But you can't be a fighter of life if you've given allegiance

and devotion to death and darkness. That's why this time is a time of reflection, this season
that we're in. Reflection on our actions, on our thoughts, What we devote our energy to. What
an appropriate time to realize who you are in the sight of God. And what an appropriate time

to purge sin and darkness from your life. A covenant meal that means something much
larger to believers. Instead of eating a lamb, we partake of the body and the blood. See, part
of the Passover ceremony in Egypt, man, we get caught up in the blood, right? Like that's our
big thing. We teach our kids and it is very big part of the sign of the blood over the doorposts,

right? Like that's the big part. We're like, yeah, that was the sacrifice and that was the
embodiment of it. And that's what saved people. And it was sacrifice. But that wasn't the
scope of the offering. In order for the offering, the peace offering known as the Pesach, in

order for the Passover lamb offering to be complete, it had to be eaten. That was part of the
culmination of the Passover lamb. In order for the redemptive ceremony to be complete, they

also had to eat the lamb. When we enter the New Testament, we see the same type of
craftsmanship that were put into Exodus. You guys ready? Can we jump into the New

Testament? Okay. So Matthew, I love Matthew. It's good. He also emphasizes patterns of the
Exodus and he does it just very subtle, all these little elements. So you see Matthew, the way

he frames his story and directs his version of the film of the story of Yeshua, he compares
Yeshua's childhood, paralleling it to Moses's. Again, the gospel authors are framing

everything Yeshua is doing as pertaining to the greater Moses, appearing and leading us out
into the greater exile. In the childhood Moses, the evil king Pharaoh, attempted to kill him

through the mass slaughter of children, right? In the childhood of Yeshua, the evil king Herod
attempted to kill him through the mass slaughter of children. The midwives in Egypt tricked
Pharaoh, just like the wise men in Jerusalem tricked Herod. Moses was hidden from the evil
king when he was a child, and the angel told Mary to go hide Yeshua from the evil king in

Egypt. Moses was hidden in Egypt to save him. Yeshua was hidden in Egypt to save him. The
point is to tell you something is about to happen here. A new Passover has come, a new

exodus, a greater exodus is about to begin. The fulfillment of all of the prophecies of Isaiah,
Zechariah, and Jeremiah are about to come to pass. God is about to do something to bring
forth a new humanity through a redeeming act against the oppressors of the humans he

created. Where Matthew drops these little Pesach bombs that are very subtle throughout his
narrative, John incorporates them into the film he's directing in a very blunt way. See, the

Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, they portray the Last Supper as being the
Passover meal. In John, he takes a different approach with his painting of Yeshua's story. And
instead of Yeshua eating the Passover meal, he eats the meal the night before so that he can
be depicted as dying the same day the lambs are slain. Why is this? Well, John is the one that

refers to Yeshua as the lamb that takes away the sins of the world. That's John's thing.
Yeshua is the lamb, and that is the culminating point where he fulfills Passover. The Passover

lamb does not take away the sins of the world. That's a good point. That's the goat on Yom
Kippur. Why does John say that? And why didn't Jesus die on Yom Kippur? I mean, if it's all

about the forgiveness of sins, that's what Yom Kippur was all about. And that's a great
question. And the answer is because Passover was the festival of freedom. Freedom. Freedom

from slavery. Freedom from the oppressive powers. Freedom from the forces that keep you
from fully going out to meet your God and hold you back. Passover is when the chains that
hold you back are going to be broken from Egypt. Passover is when you are set free. That is
why Yeshua chose Passover to be lifted up. Because the goal was not simply to forgive your

sins over and over and over and over again, as the author of Hebrew says. No. The goal was to
defeat sin altogether, break it completely. The king of death will be drowned in the sea

because of the lamb. John's entire narrative is based on the same thing as Exodus. The God of
creation who brings forth life versus the forces of darkness that culminate in this final battle,

this final face-off. So, Let's nerd out just a little bit as we jump into John. John's literary
structure creates the borders of this cosmic battle. And so John 1, of course, the prologue, God

dwells with us, just like how the Exodus concludes. And that's how John begins. God dwells
among us through Yeshua. And John paints all of this as happening because of the new

creation that's enacted through Yeshua. That's, again, what John 1 is all about. And so John is
divided up in several different sections that flow through the story, but we're going to focus on
the first two. And the first section of John is John chapters 2 through 4, and it's known as the
Cana to Cana cycle because it begins with the wedding at Cana and it ends when he heals

the guy in Cana. And all of the miracles done during this focus of his ministry right at the
get-go of Yeshua's ministry between the Canas focuses on... Him being the source of life. Life
is abounding. And he says, listen, you can have this eternal, this life ever after. All you have to
do is believe on me. That's the whole motive here. It's as if, John, if the arena between these

two big fighters is going to take place, life and death, this is the moment where the fighter of
life steps out. Right? Life. Life. The next section of John is called the festival cycle because

that's when we go through like an unnamed feast. You have Passover, Sukkot, Hanukkah, all
of that. But it focuses primarily in John chapter 5 through 9. That's where we're going to be

focusing. And in this section, the theme changes from promoting and giving life to the
progressive opposition against Yeshua from the Jewish authorities. They are now coming

against the one who gives life. The battle is taking place. The life giver has come to give life
and the king of death is pushing back. In this section, John 8, Yeshua identifies the real culprit
behind this opposition, those who oppose his mission. He looks at his opposition and he says,
you are nothing more than sons of your father, the devil, the king of death. Life versus death.
So in the Exodus story, Egypt is defeated by the power of God. And then Israel comes through
the sea. And then what happens? The waters are separated. Dry land appears. It's Genesis 1
language. Israel walks through the waters in this act of recreation, a stark contrast from the

events of decreation that took place in Egypt, right? You have through the forms of the
plagues, you have light being taken away back to darkness. You have the animals that came

forth and lived, they're all dead now. The crops, everything life-giving is all being destroyed.
Even the gnats, the smallest aspect of creation that mankind had sovereignty over, have now

turned against them. So Moses crossed the Red Sea with a huge crowd of people following
him because of the signs that took place in Egypt. And then they go up to Mount Sinai. Moses

went up the mountain with Aaron, his sons, and the 70 elders, right? And here's how John
chapter 6 begins. This whole chapter is framed around the Passover event. So here's how

John chapter 6 verse 1 begins. It's a glimpse to the story. The very next verse, John 6, 4, then
states it was Passover season. In this chapter, Yeshua performs two miracles, the feeding of

the 5,000 and the walking on water. He takes a lunchbox, and out of this lunchbox, he pulls at
least 10,000 fish sandwiches and distributes them among all the people. He multiplies the

bread, and it says that everyone was full. That's why I say at least two sandwiches. There were
12 baskets left over. So you have 12 baskets representing 12 tribes of Israel, And the people

realize who he is in this moment, and they call him the prophet that was destined to come.
Who's that? The prophet likened unto Moses, prophesied in the Torah and Deuteronomy. The
next day, the people show up, and Jesus tells them to believe in him. And the people ask him,
what sign are you going to give them? What are you going to give us that we should believe?
Our ancestors ate manna in the wilderness. He gave them bread from heaven to eat. They're
referencing the Exodus story. What's Jesus say in chapter 6, verse 30? What sign then are you

going to do so that we may see and believe you? They asked, what are you going to do to
perform? Our ancestors ate this. Verse 32, Jesus said to them, truly I tell you, Moses didn't give

you the bread from heaven, but my father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the
bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives you life to the world. I am

the bread of life. Yeshua is connecting himself back to what sustains Israel in the Exodus
story. He shows the creative work of fabricating bread out of nothing, calling it into existence

out of this small lunchbox. And now the reason why is revealed to connect him back to the
Exodus story, the life-giving one. Except for here, he's the bread that gives eternal life. Okay,

man, that's really cool. But I mean, is John really using this Exodus theme, Exodus motif? Well,
let's look at verse 41. John chapter 6, verse 41. This sounds familiar. Some of you are lost, right?

This is what took place over and over and over again in the wilderness. The Israelites
grumbled at the one that was wanting to give them life. The second miracle of the chapter is
Yeshua walking on water. And it takes place in John chapter 6, 16. And his disciples go down

into the sea and they get in the boat and they cross the sea to Capernaum. And it says that in
verse 17, That's like the funnel churning like ice cream. Churn around. After they had rowed
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea. That's an odd detail. I mean,

time travel? Like, was it, like, you think about, have you ever been put on anesthesia? Bloop,
you're there, you wake up, right? Surgery's done. Bloop, they're at the shore. The scene comes

here when the people want to forcibly appoint Jesus as their king. They're so impressed by
him that the huge crowd of people are like, we're going to take you by force and make you

our political king. And then Jesus is, nope. And so he kind of runs away. He's like, I'm not doing
that. He rejects what they want to appoint him to be. They are working out their

understanding here, the disciples here. Why doesn't he want to be king? Where did he go?
Why did he reject that? So they get in the boat and they go. So here you have darkness and
no sign of Yeshua, no sign of light. The sea begins to churn. The wind was blowing. But when
Yeshua is seen walking on top of the water, having authority over creation, over the waters of
creation, the waters of chaos, Genesis 1 language, right? It's supposed to take you back to the
very beginning where the Holy Spirit was on top of the waters of right before the creative acts
of Yahweh take place. And here Yeshua stands at the same place. See, sometimes in places

of darkness that we find ourselves, sometimes it seems like God is nowhere to be seen.
Sometimes the waters are churning around us. We can't see, we're afraid, but the strength

and comfort you find in those situations, just like the disciples, depends on your
understanding of who Yeshua really is. And here, he is not a political pawn to be lifted up in

any way, shape, or form. He is the creator that conquers chaos. He is the redeemer. And once
they trusted him, they arrived at the other side of the shore. Once they trusted in him, he took
them through the sea and they went to dry land. As I mentioned before, the Synoptic Gospels
present Yeshua sitting down and eating this covenantal Passover meal with his disciples. And

the way it is depicted is incredible. Yeshua sits down to have this covenant meal, one that
reflects the entirety of Israelite history. This story of redemption and hope that has been

cycled through every generation for over a thousand years, retold every single year. And every
year this people sits down with their children as commanded and they tell them this story. No

matter what the situation that they found themselves in in that journey, in that generation,
no matter what they're going through, this takes place. No matter what hardship, the story

still abounds. It was a story that God knows you're suffering and God joins you in it. And at the
same time, the story is not a one-time thing. Our God is always our Redeemer, always the one

that fights, always the protector, always faithful. And here, Here Yeshua sits down and he's
about to tell the story of Passover, except this time the characters are being changed out. The

themes are bigger now. The symbols are taking on new meaning in a new way. This is no
longer the story that took place in Egypt. This is the cosmic battle between life and death.

And Yeshua sits around this table with 12 disciples representing the 12 tribes. Here the Lamb is
once again among Israel. This is my body. This is my blood poured out to heal creation, to

defeat death, to give life. I am the Lamb. Partake. Here the elements of Passover reach their
culmination in Yeshua. And from this point forward, Passover will never be viewed the same.

Instead of a lamb, you have a king. Instead of bread and wine, you have body and blood.
Instead of freedom from Pharaoh and the oppressive powers of Egypt, you have freedom

from sin and the oppressive powers of darkness. The life-giving warrior has conquered, and he
conquered through irony. The weapon of death could not hold the power of life only found in
God. And there is a prophecy about this version of Passover. It's found in Jeremiah, Jeremiah

16 and Jeremiah 23. And so we're going to read the prophecy here in Jeremiah chapter 16,
verse 7. So then the days are coming, declares the Lord, when the people will no longer say, as

surely as the Lord lives who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt. No, they will say, as surely
as the Lord lives who brought the descendants of Israel up out of the land of the north and all

of the countries where he banished them. Then they will live in their own land. So there's an
end of an exile. This is the exile language, right? The end of the exile is coming where God will

redeem his people. And this Passover Exodus event will be so overwhelming when it occurs
that people won't even say that this is the God that redeemed Israel from Egypt. Like it'll be so
overwhelming that that story will become insignificant compared to the new Passover. That
story will be so incomparable. to the story of God rescuing his people from exile, from all over
the world being gathered together, brought home to him. That's the theme of the prophecy,

ending the exile from God. And do you know what the direct context for this prophecy is?
Well, let's look at the few verses before it, right? Because that's always good. We don't want to

cherry pick a verse, right? And then let's look at the verses right before this. It's written in a
poetic form. Then it goes into what this king is going to do. After this king is enthroned, you

will no longer say, this is the God who took us out of the land of Egypt. No, you will say, this is
the God who ended the exile. And everyone all over the world scattered will be brought back
to him. As believers, we celebrate and embrace Passover as a symbol, not of the redemption

from Egypt, but as the culmination of what was launched from Egypt. Passover is about
Yeshua. It's about declaring God as our Savior. It's about declaring that darkness and evil

have no power. Life will always win, but that life is only found in the person of Yeshua. And all
that's all great and awesome and really nice to think about, right? Like that's really good

stuff. But Passover is a time of reflection where we recognize and identify the leavening in our
lives. Because leavening represents Egypt. It's what it represents. That's why we purge it out

every year as a reminder. It represents old creation, slavery, oppression, It represents the place
that we need to leave behind, but sometimes we don't. Sometimes we don't. Passover, the

festival of freedom. God can break the chains, but you have to walk through the water. God
can defeat Pharaoh, but you have to gather your things and leave. God can bring forth new
creation, defeating death, but you have to embrace life. The gates are always open at the

new Jerusalem, but those who choose to keep Egypt in their lives stay outside. Jeremiah 7, 10
has a condemning verse in it. And God is speaking about his people. And he speaks about

their actions. And he says this in verse 10. And then he's speaking about his people. They come
and they stand before me in this house, which is called by my name. And they say, we're

delivered. We've been saved. Only to go on doing the things of abomination. Only to go on
living as if they're not delivered. Only to go on living doing the things that are against the

kingdom of God. We all tend to act like this sometimes, right? We're rescued. It's Passover.
Yay. Look, I am, right? We all tend to act like this and continue to embrace darkness and

death. Yeah, God's our savior. Still got my darkness. You choosing to continue to embrace sin,
darkness, and continue to accept the residence in darkness instead of grabbing hold of life
pushes God away. That's why that was the warning of Yom Kippur. If you don't purge your

sins everywhere, I'm going to leave. That's what Numbers talks about. That's the vision of the
prophets. When God hops up out of the temple and he looks outside and everyone's

worshiping other gods and he leaves, he's no longer welcome among his people. He made his
dwelling place among his people and they pushed him away. We can do the same thing. And

Jeremiah is so convicting because every Passover and first fruits, resurrection day, we're
called not only to come out of Egypt, we're called to become the life bearers. But we cannot
fulfill that role unless we truly accept the power of the lamb. And so we know the story. You
know the story. We know the elements. We say the blessings. We eat the matzah. But what

leavening do we still hide in our lives? Hoping. that no one sees it so that we're forced to clean
it out. Maybe it's a shoebox sin. You know shoebox sins, right? It's a sin that you keep in the
shoebox in the top of your closet. Just keep it there forever. Never purge it. Everyone has a
shoebox in their closet, right? It's like old, yeah, yeah, it's a shoebox sin. That sin you love to

keep in the box, hidden away at the top of your closet. Yep, I've confessed all. Got all the
leavening out. I've purged it all out. And now I come to worship God on Passover. I am

delivered. Only to go on embracing the abominations against the very thing God has freed
you from. This story, all of it, means nothing if you do not care to act on it. Passover means
nothing without your involvement. So which side do you fight for in this cosmic battle? The
life-giving God revealed through the lamb? The king of glory? Or the king of death revealed
through Pharaoh? There are only two sides, and you cannot serve both masters. So please

stand as we conclude with worship. And guys, I want to invite you. We've got a few weeks left
before Passover, before we sit down and we hold up the bread and we hold up the wine, and
we don't remember... A lamb in Egypt, we remember the lamb on the cross who invited us to
partake of this sacrifice representing true freedom. And I want you to think about before you

take a bite of this covenant meal and these covenant elements, the deliverance has been
offered to you. Will you walk through the waters and experience new creation on dry land? Or

will you continue to hold on to the elements of Egypt? What an appropriate time, if ever, to
purge them out now before you sit at that table, before you remember the elements, before

you remember the words of who your king is, before you remember who your God is and who
fights for you. Loyalty requires you to turn away from other allegiances and other forces. And
so I want to invite you today. Guys, we have a prayer team that will be up here on either side
of the stage, off to the side. Guys, if you need prayer for any aspect of your life related to the

message or not, if you want to lay something down here today before we enter into this meal,
ancient meal representing something amazing, I invite you to do that. If you need a prayer for

encouragement, someone to come alongside you, I invite you. to take advantage of that
today. So please join us as we sing praises to the God of life, the God that offers eternity, the

God that offers freedom, the chain-breaking King, the one who symbolizes revolution through
the image of a lamb. Alvina Malkinu, our Father, our King. Father, remind us of your power.
Remind us of your arm of salvation today. that has defeated the forces of Egypt, that has

broken the chains, that has allowed us to plunder the enemy and go from decreation
through the waters to new creation. Allow us to remember how those waters fell on the

enemy forever. He is defeated. Darkness can no longer take us. The light has prevailed. The
Lamb rules. The Father, remind us And allow us to examine ourselves to make sure that we're
not still loyal to the thing that is dead. The thing that has been conquered. The ways of Egypt.
In Yeshua's name we pray. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance on you and give you his
peace, his shalom. Hallelujah. Shabbat Shalom. I'm Matthew Vanderells and I hope you

enjoyed this message. Founded in Truth exists to build a community that bears the image of
God and lives the redeemed life only Yeshua gives. If this message impacted you or if this

ministry has been a blessing to you, we invite you to take part in making sure the message of
Yeshua and the truth of God's word continues to reach others. To make sure this happens,

you can donate through our online giving portal at foundinatruth.com slash give or by
texting any amount to 704-275-0752. Don't forget to like and subscribe for new content every
single week. And we thank you for your continued support. And we look forward to seeing you

next time. Shalom.
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