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Well Shabbat Shalom everybody! So excited to be here today. We're excited to come together
again if this is your first time visiting in person or online. Welcome to our community. We're
made up of families and individuals with diverse backgrounds and we find such shalom in

the Sabbath. We love the Torah of God but most of all we're just a community of people trying
to come together and keep our eyes on Yeshua. And so welcome to Founded in Truth

Fellowship. So irony, isn't that just a gripping topic, clickbait topic that everybody wants to
join into, right? Irony, a sermon about irony. Man, irony is such a staple in our culture, in how

we communicate stories or events, how we find humor, maybe appropriately, maybe
inappropriately in certain situations that may or may not be funny. And It's something that

the Bible is filled with irony. One of these, and we'll just sum up the sermon before we nerd out
and talk about some cool stuff. We always talk about the story of how to boil a frog, right?

Isn't that the, what's the example? You put a frog in a pot of water and then you slowly turn
up the heat. And we know how it ends, right? It ends with a nice tasty snack, but not for us.
Yeah. Because they say, and I don't even know if this is scientifically accurate, but they say
that the frog will not notice the water heating up to its demise over time, right? So you just
slowly keep turning it up. And that has appropriately been used as a sermon illustration to
say, illustrate the effects of sin in our lives and I say sin because sin is such a broad blanket
term of things that ought not be in our lives that contribute to a distance between us and

God and it's so true though even though it's overused sometimes we get in patterns in our life
or we get involved with things, or we take a little bit of something that we shouldn't, or we
start doing things that we shouldn't. And it doesn't feel that bad. It's really not that big of a

deal. And weeks go by and months go by, and now you've formed a routine out of X, Y, Z. This
new relationship or this new thing is going to turn into an addiction or this new pursuit with

your eyes or your heart or your ears or your hands. And after a while, It just becomes a part of
who you are. And you don't realize the negative effects of what this thing in your life, we'll call
it sin, in your life has done to you, is doing to you, and will do to you. Anybody know what I'm
talking about? And it might not be something that's like, yep, I started robbing banks and,

you know, robbed a gas station and then, you know, now I'm robbing banks every week. But it
could be a whole slew of things. And I have a feeling that every one of us probably has

something coming to mind that probably is unrelated to the person next to you. The way that
we deal with relationships, the way that we judge others, the way that we gossip, addictions
that we have formed in our lives that never intended to be started out as addictions. It was

just a one-time or a two-time or a five-time or a 500-time thing, right? The way that we view
the world around us, the way that we understand the world around us. the way that we've
chosen to understand people in the world around us because it makes us feel better and

gives us comfort even though that's not reality. And irony, what's so beautiful about irony and
cell phone, what's so beautiful about irony is when it's used in storytelling, in real life, in film, it
is a way to wake you up, jolt you out of, "Whoa, the story was not supposed to end like that."

Irony forces you to reconsider the reality that you thought was the case throughout the entire
narrative and now rebuild the entire narrative based off what the actual truth is. It's a

warning sign, or it can be. And that's why it's so compelling to be used in storytelling and
such. It's because sometimes we build a lifestyle or a life around us that we believe is the most

authentic, whether it be the most righteous whether it be the most good whether it be this
isn't a problem for me but sometimes our lives get jolted and the shades the blinders fall off
and we have the opportunity to kind of see a 360 of oh man what have i done over the past
six months year five years 10 years 20 years who have i become and is this really the person

that i need to be inside this world especially if i'm a child of god very vague introduction to the
message i know but does it does it hit with the reality awesome great so that's the summary

of the message so check yourself and that's that's the that's the now we're going to elaborate
on all of that um we love irony we do some of our favorite movies are our favorites because

they ended in a way that had such irony that we couldn't a twist would say a twist at the end
couldn't get it out of our heads When a protagonist, whether real or not, has a transformative

realization that completely alters their understanding of themselves and their situation
around them, it reminds us that life is not always black and white the way that we've defined

black and white, whether we want it to be that or not. Many movies out there have ironic
endings. There's a very, very, very old movie that was released all the way in 2001. Now, for

those younger generation, we had just gotten color television. It was a long time ago. It's not
true. But it had Nicole Kidman in it. And it was about a World War II era. And she and her
children were awaiting her husband to come back from the war because he was missing.

And they'd been waiting for a long time. And she's just concerned with her kids. She's trying to
be the best mom she can be. Her kids kind of have this issue where they're very...

Photosynthesis. They have almost an allergic reaction to sunlight. She has to keep them
inside. They have this medical condition. She's doing the best she can waiting on her husband

to return. And this whole movie is about her just trying to take care of her kids the best she
can. Feel for her. And then things start happening in the house. A thriller, right? What are

these noises? I ain't got time for this. What is this? And she begins to suspect, and you as the
audience begin to suspect that there might be something, you know, witch of Endor going

on. Someone conjured a ghost, right? There's paranormal stuff going on. What in the world?
And at the end of the movie, it's revealed to her that these things that are going on in the

house, it might be haunted. No, it's not. All of the things, the disturbances that are going on
are just the new family that's moving in. because it's actually her and her children that are

the ones that are haunting the house. Yeah! It's not really spooky, I'm just saying it was a total
flip of the script. And irony generally is most successful with thrillers. That's why I say that,

because you're constantly rushing, you don't have time to stop. But at the end of that movie,
or that story, you're left, not that I'm encouraging, I'm saying it's an old movie, you're

encouraged to almost reevaluate the whole story because it's not what you thought it was.
Just like when you've been sitting in your own story for so long and it may not really be what it
is, right? We can go for, I guess, a lighter heart movie that was nowhere nearly as severe as a
story like that, Old Yeller. A very appropriate movie to show an after-school care in first grade.

Little people showed it Had all the kids crying. "Old Yeller." Who doesn't know what "Old
Yeller" is? Oh, this is great! It's great. It's a great movie about a dog. It's fantastic. So it's about

a loyal, brave dog, Old Yeller, who saved his family from various dangers and was just the
hero, just the perfect dog. It was like Lassie. But the dog ends up, throughout the whole story
at the end, the dog, saving his family, ends up getting infected with rabies while protecting
them. In the same family, that the dog had spent his entire life protecting and serving was

forced to put it down. An ironic and heartbreaking ending. I feel the tension of tears stirring in
the room because everyone remembers. Sometimes irony can be the vessel where we gain a
bit more insight on reality, both good or bad, or just the level of harshness that exists in the

real world. If there's one thing I think I have learned from my background, it's that the people
that are most confident and filled with zeal may also have the most black and white

convictions about certain things, and they tend not to have the experience to back it up.
Sometimes when we are at our most zealous and passionate about our convictions,

sometimes we've never actually been exposed to the reality of just how harsh a world it is
outside these doors. That's been my experience. And irony tends to tenderize that. Because
we are the only one in our story. Of course, we will always be the good protagonist, right?

We're always the good main character. Of course we are, right? And if we're always the good
main character, everything we do is always the right and good thing to do if we have

conviction. How about some real-life dark irony? the life and actions of Dr. Josef Mengele, a
prominent figure in the Nazi regime, known for his cruel experiments and inhumane

treatment of prisoners during the Holocaust. He got his PhD in anthropology in 1935 after
moving to Munich to study in school during the height of the political evolution in Germany.

And despite his involvement in the atrocities of the Nazi regime, being appointed as the chief
medical officer over Auschwitz, not only overseeing the health of the inhabitants, but also
overseeing and selection of the participants of experiments that were done. Despite all of

those atrocities, Mengele managed to evade capture at the end of the war. Now, at the time,
the secret organization of Mossad was dispatched after the State of Israel was established,

and they did not mess around when they went after Nazi war criminals. big ones getting
captured, sent back to Israel, tried, hung, but they never caught him. He lived the rest of his
life jumping from Argentina to Brazil to several other countries, changing his name three or

four times, splitting up away from his family. This man lived the rest of his life in fear and
paranoia, ultimately dying in a drowning accident in Brazil in the late 70s. The irony lies in the
fact that a man who believed in the superiority of his own race and committed unspeakable
acts of violence lived out his days in constant fear of his own victims and without facing the
justice that many would have expected ended up facing torment all the same. Every day,

never having peace. It's irony. Irony. How about President Richard Nixon? Political irony never
happens. Never. Nixon unjustly attempted to become one of the most famous presidents in

American history by any means necessary. Do whatever it takes. He hoped to ensure his
success by employing all kinds of dirty tricks for him and his staff to do to compete against

the other ones, the other party. And including having all of the conversations that took place
in the Oval Office to be recorded on his own private recording system, like an email server.

Nixon did indeed become one of the most famous or infamous presidents, and the very tapes
of his own recordings ended up exposing just how far he would go to defeat political

opponents. That was the nail that went in. It was his own tapes. Irony. Just so many examples
that you could almost assert this ironic moral principle of over that exists that when a person

unethically schemed to succeed often the scheme is discovered by the very people it was
meant to be against the very way by which we would attempt to sinfully get ahead in our

lives often becomes the very means by which we ourselves fall and this seems to be the case
in every level of life many addictions have an ironic dark twist to them don't they Drugs and

alcohol often sought after as a way to deal with depression or to overcome maybe some
things in our life that we find situations, scenarios, circumstances that have happened to us
that we feel locked in a prison by. Very common for people to seek out drugs and alcohol. It's
a very real world thing. And the awful ironic twist to them is, well, oftentimes these become
the greater prison that existed before they sought them and ended up causing even more

greater level of depression and anxiety that they were trying to treat. Irony. A humble
reminder of the proverb found in Proverbs 16, 25. It says, My son was... standing beside me this
morning, I was on the computer kind of going over my notes. I made the slide and he started

to read it out loud. I'm like, "This is neat. See what happens here." He's like, "The way that
appears to be right but ends up leading to death." What does a seven-year-old think of this?

You know what he does? "That's harsh." "Son more than you know." One day you probably
will. Reality, isn't it? Reality. Humbling. So generally, irony is described as saying something or
doing something that implies the opposite. What someone says or someone ends up doing is

really the reverse of what at first appears to be the case. And when it comes to the stories
inside the story of the Bible, we find a huge love of irony by these ancient biblical authors. And

we find that God frequently employs irony in forms of righteousness, justice, and in forms of
judgment. in the book of Esther, a Persian prince by the name of Haman, right on cue,

harbors hatred towards a Jewish man by the name of Mordecai. This is going to be long.
Haman convinces the king to annihilate all of the Jews in the empire, and he also builds up
high gallows to hang Mordecai because Mordecai would not pay homage to him and bow

down to him. Now we think of these 50 cubits or something, these huge, high, 100-foot
gallows, and we think, okay, what's the big deal? It's a big old long pole, and the rope hangs
down really low. It doesn't seem efficient. Who cares? It's not that big of a deal. No, we don't
understand. When we think of gallows, we think of the Middle Ages, ropes and hanging and

yeah, the trapdoor. No. In ancient Persia, their form of gallows was much simpler. It was a
spike, big toothpick. It was impalement. And so a high gallow, man, I never realized how

graphic that was. So let's say you put a toothpick and you put a watermelon on it and the
watermelon is going to hang there but slowly just slide, right? This is the Bible, not a children's

book. So Haman makes these gallows specifically for Mordecai. He hates him so much. And
this is the story. It's what's going to happen. But fate intervenes when the king learns that

Mordecai had previously saved his life. And he wants to honor him. So seeking to honor
Mordecai, he brings in and consults Haman. Yes. And he asks Haman, hey, Haman, what

should I do to a man the king wants to honor? Haman, he thinks he wants to honor me. Who
else would he want to honor? So Haman goes off the charts. He's like, you're going to give him
a crown. You're going to give him your robe. Betsy, your private horse, he's going to sit on that
horse. And you're going to give that horse to a man to parade this honorable man who thinks

of himself around the city saying this is how the king honors him. The king turns to him and
says, awesome. You know what? You're the man to take the horse to do this for Mordecai. I

believe it's the day that he was supposed to execute Mordecai, if I'm not mistaken. Irony! We
love it! We love it! Man, ends up parading Mordecai around as the most honored man in the

kingdom. And ultimately, at the end of the story, it is Haman who is hung on the gallows that
he himself intended for Mordecai. The story is filled with irony but culminates in the Jews'

victory over their enemies. As Esther 9:22 says and declares, Esther is a book that is heavily
saturated with irony. Fantastic story. Exemplifying exactly what the book of Job says. And this
is a principle that we need to be aware of. It's what even Yeshua warns us about in Matthew
23 when he is addressing the religious leaders. These people who walk around as the people

of God. They dress as the people of God. They speak as the people of God. They do as the
people of God. This is their identity. They are the life-giving image bearers of Yahweh, the God

of Israel. And Yeshua looks at them and he says, "'Woe to you, you teachers of the law,
Pharisees, you hypocrites!' You're not these life-giving image bearers of God. You are

whitewashed tombs. You look beautiful on the outside, very attractive, handsome. But on the
inside, you're just full of bones of the dead and everything that is unclean. In the same way,

on the outside, you appear to people as righteous, but in the inside, you're just full of hypocrisy
and wickedness. This is what Yeshua warns us about. In Exodus 21, there is the tit-for-tat rule
of eye for an eye. It says, "If a man injures his neighbor, just as he has done, shall it be done to
him. Fracture for fracture, eye for an eye. Just as he has injured a man, so it shall be inflicted
upon him." It's in this thought that we see a form of a person's punishment is to be modeled
after the form of their crime or sin. The very act of killing someone shows the pattern of how

the killer must be punished. In this text and others, he must be killed. And even though
Yeshua himself seems to encourage us to have a higher view of this same model with the
understanding that God is the one that will bring ultimate judgment, not us, the pattern

works on all levels. Remember how he says, if you live by the sword, what you plant is what
you will reap. It is a principle that should not be ironic, but it always seems to be because we
never really expect to grow corn when we plant kernels. Or be forced to eat of the dish that
we spent so much time cooking. Whatever that would be. If you're always going to war and

you pride yourself with having the most powerful army, guess how that's going to end based
on the pattern, right? That's the message. Psalm 9, 15 says, Psalmist sings a lot writes a lot

about this concept He says the nations have fallen into the pit that they themselves have dug
Their feet are caught in the Nick net that they have hidden the Lord is known by his acts of
justice The wicked are ensnared by the work of their hands It's a scary verse because who is

doing the judgment? We'd say it's God Okay, but it says that it's the pit that they dug and the
net that they set out and the wicked are ensnared by their hands Yes, it is the Lord the Bible

seems to portray God judging people and making judgments According to their own nets
that they lay out irony irony It's always entertaining when you watch the movies and you hear

the stories about it. It's never so much fun when it's you it's one principle that we see in the
Bible and I say principle. That's what it is. I wouldn't say it's a promise. It's a principle. It's that
what you reap is what you will sow. And so what are you sowing? What are you sowing? As
an individual, what are you sowing? We started the message off talking about the reality of

sitting in the water and being in the water that you want to be in, but not realizing it's
heating up. What situation did that bring to mind for you? It may not be something

ultra-severe and violent, but all the same, what are we sowing in our lives? because that's
what we're going to reap king david the samuel accounts are so filled with irony love it it's

beautiful the way that the holy spirit inspired the biblical authors to craft the bible king david
and second samuel we see uh what takes place starting in chapter 11. when uh when it starts

out it says during the time when kings go to war david's getting out of bed it's how the
chapter starts and we miss it because we're like oh this is a steaming david yes it's an

account of the steaming david but it's also showing the reality it's a shame to david when the
kings go to war king david got out of bed oh and he walks over to the window and he sees a

woman that's shiva and he gives an account Of this in 2 Samuel, why did you despise the
Lord? By doing what is evil in your eyes. You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and

you took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now
therefore the sword will never depart from your house because you despised me and took the

wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own. This is what the Lord says. That's what David is told
after his sin is found out. Did you see it? Everything that you did, the dish that you spent so

much time cooking and preparing, you now get to eat. David's punishment would be the very
means as the sins that he committed. David murdered Uriah by the sword and was punished

when his own sons, Amnon and Absalom, were likewise murdered. Man, the story of
Bathsheba, so it goes from 11 into chapter 12, it rolls into another story. And again, we miss it

because sometimes we don't see it. We don't have the lenses of irony on. What's the very next
chapter illustrate? What do we roll into? Well, we roll into the rape of Tamar. by David's own
son. So we have in David's story a man who power rapes a woman and then he's seemingly

going to try to get away with it but someone else is going to die in that household and then it
rolls into the rape of Tamar by his son Amnon and David is forced to experience the same
scenario that he himself planted a seed for and Absalom kills Amnon. So now his son dies

because of it and his daughter is in turmoil and chaos and then five chapters later his other
son with his long luscious hair gets caught in a tree and gets impelled over and over and over

again and the prophet is saying david this is this is what's coming because you planted the
seeds ironies all fun and games when it's at the tail end of a movie just as joseph deceived his

father by wearing skins of goats and masquerading around himself as esau so too sorry
jacob just as jacob deceived his father um yeah so too jacob was deceived by his own sons

masquerading around with joseph's death uh his coat that had dipped in goat blood it was
deception that came back on him what can we learn from this principle because there's

wisdom here right there's wisdom here when we make decisions based on unwise intent we
will plant and water the conclusion of such things no amen to that yeah yeah Some of us
have good examples in life of where we've planted good things and watered them. And I

think all of us learned we have to be careful what we garden, right? And this happens in all
areas of life. This happens when we choose a spouse for the wrong reasons. The thing we end

up wanting begins to fade over time until we're left with brokenness and a sense of
everything we hoped to pursue is not there. How about parenting? Is there irony in parenting,

guys? Almost need to sit down. Man, irony and parenting. Irony is hard, but irony and
parenting is sobering. And I just have a seven-year-old and a four-year-old. When you begin
to say the same statements to your seven-year-old that your parents said to you, and in fact,

you didn't even consciously mean to, your seven-year-old does something that upsets you,
and you feel your mouth open, and your father or your mother's voice comes out of it, and

you're just left there in shock. What has happened? We became the very thing, I will never, I
will never. Man, we went to a very strict Baptist church back in the 90s. I talk about that a lot
because that's just my background. And I saw a lot of families that were excessively strict. It's

not necessarily a bad thing. It's how you manage that. And a lot of my peers were not allowed
to listen to the radio, watch TV. Didn't even have a TV in their house, maybe. Again, hey, not

necessarily a bad thing. That could have been wisdom. But the intent behind such strictness,
in many cases, tended to be that the father could employ strictness in the name of God to
have control over his wife and his children. Control. Harshness. Where things like patience,

kindness, gentleness were not practiced. Because he's the father and he's taught that, well,
he's the top umbrella. And everybody else is under him, so he controls them. And the irony,

the unfortunate irony came as I got older, still having connections either far or close with my
peers, is that the irony is in the conclusion. It was all about trying to live a life that was set

apart, but their set-apartness was not biblically based. It was a reaction to the world instead
of a response to it. And I watched the kids I grew up with, children of pastors, children of

deacons, As soon as they turned 18, they left home and became everything that their parents
tried to prevent them from becoming. And sometimes, in the long run, it was a better thing.
Irony. Irony. What you plant is what you get, even if the flower doesn't look like the seed. And

they did this all while judging other parents for not parenting the way that they were
because their way, the way that they parented, was the way that God wanted them to

parent. in the story of the exodus we have an amazingly powerful empire that the wealthy
bask and thrive off of the backs of this minority group that is enslaved to produce their
prophets and they're known as the israelites and the hebrews and pharaoh orders the

murder of all the hebrew israelite male children because in his mind he's trying to think as a
good king As a righteous king that is over his people and wants to take over his people, man,
if he can control the children, he can make sure the Hebrews never rise up against him. His
fear was that the Hebrews were becoming so numerous that at some point they would be
able to band together and form an army that would be able to defeat his army. And so he

orders the murder of all of the male children. to prevent the growth of this people. And by the
end of the story, we have seen despite all of his efforts, not only has every firstborn of Egypt
died in the story, including his own son, but also that his mighty army that he was trying so

hard to protect was drowned all at once in the Red Sea. His sins came back onto his head as
the leader of Egypt. He was punished by the very things or judged by the very things in the

story that he perpetuated against the Israelites. This slave group known as the Hebrews were
oppressed and God heard their cries. And this is their origin story. This is their origin story for

their story of the rest of the Bible. And we know what happens. Israel comes out. They
struggle with gratitude through the wilderness. You know, always complaining. We never do.
And they make it into the land. And they begin through struggling and reliance and turning

their backs on God, this pattern back and forth. They mature enough to band together to
appoint themselves a king, the kingdom, to unite all of the tribes in a monarchy. And so they

appoint Saul. And then, of course, they appoint King David. It's a big one. And then King
Solomon. And King Solomon, in the story of the Bible, the Ark, this is Israel's high point. This is

it. First, 12 chapters of 1 Kings. That's the high point. And King Solomon, they became an
empire. Not just any empire. The text suggests that they were the strongest and the

wealthiest of all the empires. Had immense power in the world. Israel had finally made it to
the top. So much, though, that they themselves had enslaved minority groups of different

people around them. to build their strong military fortresses, and even to build their temple to
their God, Yahweh, who freed them from slavery. It's Egypt all over again, except for it's ironic,

because Israel has become at this point the very thing that they were freed from, that they
were equipped to fight against. And in their pursuit to fight against it, they became it. They

became it. Solomon prays for wisdom. Good job! That's awesome! Yes! He didn't want all
those other things and God says, "I'm going to give you all the other things." Okay! And then

Solomon leverages his wisdom to increase the other things up and up and up and up and up
until he builds Israel's power, wealth, and weapons to an unrestrained irony. And this is what
leads them into exile into Babylon. This attitude of trying to play the game of empire, to try to
be Egypt, looking down on everyone else so that they can profit off of them. Until finally God
says, you know what, I've had enough. Checkmate, here comes a bigger empire. Here comes

Assyria, here comes Babylon, and I'm going to take your fortresses down, and I'm going to
take the temple down, and I'm going to raise your lands. I'm going to take your land, and you
will now become exiles in Babylon, back to slave status. Irony is meant to teach us a lesson, to

trigger us, to instill meditation that breeds wisdom, and that is what is so beautiful about it.
this amazing, Holy Spirit-driven story of God we call the Bible because that's what it's

intended to do. This is how the Bible presents the wrath of God as actually working out. We
see glimpses of God in the stories opening the ground up or fire shooting out or striking

people down, but on a grand scale, it seems God allows sin to manifest from our hearts as we
want, and he allows it to turn in on itself. He allows us to heap up our sin, to turn the water up.
Just keep turning the... He allows the peoples, the empires, the individuals to heap up our sin
until it becomes a mountain that is wavering and it falls down on us. Egypt, Israel, Babylon,

Assyria, all of them, this is how His judgment plays out, all endured God's wrath in the form of
their own wickedness falling back on top of them. And what? What do these stories have in
common? The towering heap. And that towering heap could have been stopped if people

simply realized, opened their eyes, and understood what they were actually doing and
contributing to. And sometimes we need to reevaluate the things that we are so sure about

in our lives. We need to reevaluate the tower that we're building up. What is it made of?
Because Pharaoh didn't. Jacob didn't. Haman didn't. David did not until it was too late and

the tower had fallen on them. Now we see some wisdom with some of these characters
learning from that tower falling on them, but it could have been prevented if they just had a

trigger to wake them up and reevaluate. So, 2 Samuel 11:1, I threw it in here, so I wanted to
show you. It's beautiful how chapter 11 starts off. Did I? Yeah, here we go. "In the spring, at the

time when the kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole
Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah, but David remained in
Jerusalem." That verse should tell you everything about where this story is about to go. If it's

the time when the kings go off to war, why is David at home? And one evening, David got out
of his bed and walked around the roof of the palace. I mean, it's beautiful. Sin is subtle, and it
does creep into our lives in many, many, many different forms. And we tend to train ourselves
to look for some types of sin, to identify it and stomp it out, while ignoring others that we are

okay with being in our house and in our lives, right? Okay with that one, that one. Many
parents my peers grew up with were so focused on not allowing, zealous not allowing Satan's

voice to be exposed to their children by the means of radio and television and movies. It's a
good pursuit. But they allowed it in through the form of arrogance and pride and

condescension. Many don't guard against sins. And this is a reality I had to wake up to. Most
of us don't guard our lives against sin. We guard our lives against sinners. They, them, those
over there. They're doing bad things and I don't want to be like them, so I'm not going to do

those things. You see the loophole? It's subtle. We turn a blind eye to sin that has already
wrapped its cords around us. And by the time we're screaming out underneath the

mountains at the roots, at the bottom of the sea, just like Jonah, we're already there. And I
think this is a brilliant theme that has intentionally been emphasized, again, by the biblical
authors for a reason. Because this very theme and this very thing was realized back then in

the ancient world it was an issue in their day as well we we act as if we're not planting seeds
we act as if our way has to be the right way we act in a way of self-preservation but we do it
thinking our relationship with god is our insurance policy in case it fails that's what israel did

We celebrate the Lord as we push down the poor and the marginalized through the cracks of
society so that we don't have to see them. That's what Amos and Micah accuse Israel of. We
need to take time to stop cutting everything into nice, neat little black and white categories

because the world does not work that way. And the more that you're exposed to the reality of
what's out there, the more you realize that. The more you realize our judgment is bad. We
have bad judgment. We are bad about making it as us as evidence of that. Did you hear

that? The way, because irony always, the twist in the story is because we never saw it coming.
It's because the reality of the story, we were, oh yeah, this is totally how it's going. This is

totally good. This is, yeah, old Yeller's a good dog. He's a good dog. He's a good boy until he
wasn't. Yeah, but it's not that black and white, Matt. I know, I know. he had ray and they had

this and that i know and he was protecting them i know and then he wanted to eat the
family and so they had to shoot it what a brilliant illustration of just how complex the world
outside is and the holy spirit is supposed to bring us comfort when we go outside the holy
spirit is supposed to give us power and authority when we go outside and the holy spirit is
supposed to speak wisdom to us to give us patience and gentleness and kindness to stop
Before we say, yeah, oh, yellow's a good dog or a bad dog. Stop and analyze this situation

because you know who your Savior is and you know you're supposed to be like that. How do
you be like that in a world like this? And it looks different in every single person you encounter.
And it looks different in each of your own lives with your own struggles and your own gardens

that you've been raising up and fertilizing, whatever may be growing in them. Yeah.
Sometimes we're trying so hard to push the ghosts out of our houses that we never stop and
realize that we might be the ghost terrorizing others. Irony shows us that we are bad about
making good decisions, and that should at the very least humble us as we traverse through
this life wholly depending on the grace and mercy of our God, but also His wisdom. Amen?
We stink at it. At some point, we need to have humility to look back on the consistent track

record that we do have and admit to ourselves maybe we need to stay humble and admit to
ourselves the things that we have allowed in our lives that in our humility we will be able to

let go of or maybe till up once and for all and when you see other people maybe understand
that you might not be right all the time lesson after lesson are we willing to check ourselves

as I build the gallows for someone else am I checking myself as I put the goat skin on my
arms have I checked myself as i lay in bed at the time when the kings go to war have i

checked myself as i celebrate the construction of the temple of the god that i worship the god
of the universe am i willing to check myself as the tears of the slaves i'm forcing to do it fall to

the ground because you may not be called by god to do the god calling that you think you
are doing and you may be ignoring the door that is wide open that god's been encouraging

you to walk through for so long we all want to pretend like we're mordecai But this attitude is
what got Israel in trouble. As we spoke last week, Israel celebrated their alleged relationship
with God and they became the worst of the worst without even noticing it. They became the
Pharaoh of Egypt. If only they had just stopped to check themselves. And maybe you're not
the worst of the worst, but humility to stop and have that wisdom is a sign of the Holy Spirit
working, I believe. Because in the Bible, God uses sin through irony to bring forth judgment.

And that should keep us a humble people. And that should keep us a people that is
compassionate. And that should make us a people of gentleness and kindness and boldness
in that regard. And we should have the courage to understand that the might and power of

our God was displayed on a hill, on a cross. And that should be transformative in the way that
we speak, the way that we do, the way that we meditate and pray, evaluate our own life as
well as evaluate the lives around us. And sometimes, if we take the time to do that, we will
find a twist at the end of the movie, giving us an opportunity to change, just like Saul on his

way to Emmaus. So please join us as we conclude services. And I want this message, maybe I
did not achieve my goal of having a message that would be inspirational and encouraging,

but I hope it is, because there's power in humility. And there's grace and humility. And there's
growth and humility. And God has not left your side yet. Praise Him. So please stand with us.

We conclude services with worship. You are free to worship. You are free to pray. You're free to
meditate on the stories and the Word. And if you need prayer today for any reason, guys, we
have a prayer team at either side of the stage. Take advantage of that. Maybe you know of a
seed that you've planted and it's grown into a mighty plant, but maybe it's not the right kind

of plant that needs to be in your life. Metaphor aside, rip it out. Go ahead. You can put the
shovel in the ground here today and start that journey. And I encourage you, don't leave here
having a plant in the garden that's taking up nutrients. It doesn't need to be there. Get it out.
Get it out. Thank you, Father, for your words. Thank you for the gift of irony that we can have a

jolt today. as we might find ourselves sitting in some water. That is getting a little warm.
Thank you for your grace, for allowing us to meditate on our own lives, our own journey, and
our own hearts. And I ask, Father, that Holy Spirit that your word says is the same Spirit that

resided in Yeshua himself, that raised him from the dead, that has lifted us to life, that it
would continue to be active and life-giving. Allow us to be your image bearers to the world.
Transform us in whatever that takes. we thank you in the name of yeshua we pray amen

hear o israel the lord is our god the lord is one blessed is the name of his glorious kingdom for
all eternity May the Lord cause you to increase and overflow in love for one another and for all
people in order to strengthen your hearts as blameless in holiness before our God and Father
at the coming of the Lord Yeshua with all of his Kedeshim. And now may the Lord bless you

and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the
Lord lift up his countenance toward you and give you peace. Amen and amen. Shabbat

shalom, family.
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