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Well, Shabbat Shalom, everybody. Welcome back once again to a time of fellowship,
community, and worship of our King Yeshua. So this past Thursday evening kicked off Purim,

the annual celebration of Queen Esther's boldness to step into the role and the place that
God had placed her so that his plan would be manifest. This holiday is specifically mentioned
in the Bible in the book of Esther. It's found in the Old Testament in Esther chapter 9 verses 22
through 26. And generally speaking, how you celebrate this according to the Bible is you kind

of have a party. You know, you have a time of celebration. You eat extremely healthy
holiday-themed food and you give gifts to each other. Amen. And you gather around in high
spirits and you celebrate, just like many other holidays in the world. It's pretty neat. It's always

a great excuse to gather the family together, teach them something about the Bible, and
actually make it really fun and engaging for the kids. And if you've ever celebrated here

before, usually we have a huge Purim party here. Again, logistics got away from us this year
with the building. But usually there's music and we encourage children and adults to dress
up in costume. You may see some of the kids. One particularly cute one is Captain America

walking around. We encourage the kids to dress up, and pretty much this is just further
emphasizing for them and reminding them how Esther had to remain kind of in costume

until she found the boldness to come out and approach the king and tell her, use that
leverage with the king to free her people. So it's just one more aspect of having the kids
engaged. But adults do it too. So... So yeah, so today our children's departments and the

youth are talking about Esther as we made the announcement and they're having kind of a
perm theme celebration decoration and so on and so forth. And I know Katie and Laura and

Ronald Lee were here several nights throughout the week, um, decorating the halls and
decorating the classrooms, attempting to make it a really, really, really big deal for our kids,
which I'm so appreciative of. So after your kids get out, try to blow it up even more so it's a

memory and hopefully whatever they learn sticks and they become familiar, just like
Passover, just like Sukkot. Try to emphasize, today was a big deal. All of this you saw was a big

deal and it's because we learned something from the Bible and that's why you have all this
cool decorations today. So I encourage you to do that. That's what I try to do with my kids, to

try to make it stick. So today, I know we spoke about Esther last week, and here comes the
burden, if you will, or kind of the stress of having a holiday or something that falls in the
middle of the week, is what do you teach on the Shabbat before and after, right? So last

week, I figured we'd talk about Esther a little bit, and we spoke about imposter syndrome,
imposter syndrome. Well, it's imposter syndrome. You know, we spoke about it. It's when
you're placed in a position and you have convinced yourself that other people think more

highly of you than they ought. In other words, you know, we spoke about if you're in a position
and you cannot help but to observe how people show you respect or view you as competent

or view you as capable, then you're in a position where you're not able to help. view you as
skilled, view you as having an ability to manage and carry the position in the place and make
choices to move forward in the place where you are in your life. And you see all these people
who have so much faith in you. And you look at them and on the inside you come to wonder,

all of these people depending on you and they're like, you're just such a good leader or
manager or parent or spouse or whatever. And on the inside you look at them and you're like,

hey, are you drunk? Like... I don't see myself that way. Do they not realize I don't feel like I'm
capable to be here in any regard? Don't they realize that I'm really not qualified to be in this

position? Don't they realize that I have no idea how I got in this position in the first place? And
this could be a job position for some of us, that we find these thoughts in ourselves, thinking
these up. Maybe you're experiencing a management position for the first time. That's quite
daunting. It's exciting when you get hired and then you actually step into it. It's like, what?
Maybe you've stepped into a position due to an opportunity opening up. strange land, and

you start the job immediately. I have a friend of mine who just stepped into an amazing IT job
because the opportunity presented itself, but now he has to kind of get caught up and study

as he's working out how to do this position, and it's just so amazing to see people push
forward like that and take on new things. But, you know... Maybe you thought it would be a
fun idea to have kids. I don't know. But sometimes we don't always feel like we're capable to
be in the positions that we're in. And last week we spoke about the story of Esther and how
we have this little girl who her entire life was told that she needs to hide who she is. And her

family comes from a history of trauma, their cities being ransacked and pillaged and burned
to the ground, then being killed, raped, and murdered, and forced to come to a strange land
called Babylon. Only to see this new strange land after a generation, people are settling in, to
be overtaken in a great war by an even greater empire called Persia. And now here this little
girl is forced away from her home to live in a compound for a year, and she has to go to the

dance contest with the king. But then all of a sudden she goes and she dances with the king,
and then she wins the contest, and now she finds herself as queen of the most powerful

nation and the most powerful empire in the known world. But she's still hiding who she is.
And this week I wanted to talk about Esther again because why not, right? It's an amazing
story. And this week we're going to talk a little bit about a different aspect. The title gave it

away. It's Mordecai. And she continues hiding in this position, hiding who she is, until
Mordecai speaks the words of the true reality of God's plan for her. It's at that point that she

decides to step in and own the place where she's at. And what's the text say in Esther 5 verse
1? She put on the royal robes. That's such a profound statement. That's the first time that that
happens in the story. Only after Mordecai convinces her, speaks to her and says, hey, God has

placed you here. And if you're not going to step up to the plate, someone else will. But God
has placed you here. So own the place where God has put you. And she put on her royal robes

and stepped into the courts of the king. And as we discussed, it seems that that was the
moment where Esther realized that God had called her there. God has called her to a reality

that she needs to own. Own the place where God has you right now. Even if it's scary. Even if it
may be difficult. Even if it's not fair. How many of you guys know that life is not fair? How

many of you guys get mad when life isn't fair? Right? We have been so... Me... I assume you.
That's why I say we. We have been so indoctrinated by these Western ideologies that of what
makes it worse is sometimes we've created politics out of, or we've created idols out of politics
and everything that surrounds us in this world. And we make idols out of being fair and and
looking at other people and looking at the world around us, that it sometimes replaces the

ethics and the mandates of the kingdom of God that are not even of the world that we gladly
hold on to. That we feel that we're entitled to fairness all the time. I like fairness when it favors
me. And when it doesn't, I claim that it's not fair, right? If you feel entitled to your freedoms, if
you feel entitled to fairness, let's call it blessings. If you feel entitled to blessings, you did not

fully understand what you were getting into as a believer and a follower of King Yeshua. The
four gospel accounts literally paint a picture that our lives are supposed to mimic. When we

read the gospel accounts of Yeshua's ministry and the story of his life, this is my tradition.
When I read them, this is what I should be expecting to follow as a blueprint for what my life

is going to look like in the kingdom of God. And it is not fair from what the world considers
fair. That whole pick up your cross and follow me thing. Oh yeah, that metaphorical imagery

of suffering along Christ, right? And then we think because we're inconvenienced in the world
around us, we somehow have martyrdom status. It's not fair. And the thing that I'm

constantly reminded of when I audit my own relationship with God and how I walk out this
life is, you know, just because someone disagrees with you on a social platform that you

yourself curated, as we spoke about last week, does not mean that you fulfilled the status of
carrying the cross along Christ. Just because you were asked to do something that makes

you feel uncomfortable or is inconvenient, like wear your seatbelt or something, doesn't mean
that you are suffering for the sake of Christ. And this is a hard thing for me to wrap my head
around because let's be honest, I don't want to suffer in this life. I wouldn't like that if I had a
preference. I don't really, and when we get down to it, I don't really want to mimic Yeshua.

Most times, if I had a preference, I like the idea of it, but when it comes down to my flesh does
not like that. It's not something we naturally like. We like the idea of it, but we don't actually

like it. My flesh does not like dealing with difficult people. Can we say amen, at least? We
don't like, no. People are hard. God knows. People are hard. People are hard because

instinctively, And scientists would say like it's part of evolution or whatever, but we
instinctively are selfish. Selfish. And that can be displayed in the small things and maybe not
in the big things, but usually it's displayed in the big things and not the small things, right?
Guys, we had a break in 2020 and there was a lot of logistical shifts in our lives and in our

church fellowship. Some of our ministries that I believe were world changing slowed down
Here at FIPP. And I think it's time that they step back up. And that's what we're trying to do by
walking through doors, especially with the ministries that are coming alongside us. And we're
just blessed to be able to bless you guys and see this type of work go forward. It's time to step

it back up. It's time we jump back on the merry-go-round. And not just that, we let one leg
hang off and keep pushing. Just keep pushing. Just because we had a shift... In our routines in
life doesn't mean the world shifted its need to love, to feel the love of Yeshua poured out in it
through our commitment to a cruciform reality that we're called to live out in it. At the end of
2019, when we were still at the other venue, we had 10 to 12 families sit in a room and spend

several hours with a foster care advocacy educator, Becca Peeler. She was amazing. And they
had the opportunity to ask questions about Whatever questions they wanted about the

world that we live in, DSS, the foster care system, what it is. It was a very raw discussion, if you
guys remember, for those of you that were there. It was a very raw discussion about the

reality of the world that is not way over there. It was a raw discussion about the reality of the
world that's not like way over in another country. It was a raw discussion about the reality of
our world that's in our backyard right now, what's happening. The trauma, the sadness, the

pain, the anger that is here. here in our own backyard. How many of you guys know that hell
isn't just underground in a deep, deep, deep faraway place? Now for some people, hell is right

here, right now in their life. That's why Yeshua said the kingdom of heaven is near now. It is
here now. There are plenty of people that want to spread fires of hell in the world here and

now. Yeshua says that some of the, I think in Matthew 23, Yeshua says that some of the
Pharisees are themselves the ambassadors of hell, making disciples of hell. hell on earth right
now. And then James chapter 3, James says that you have the ability through this little thing

in your mouth called a tongue to spread the fires of hell into the very nature of humanity right
now. You have that ability not in the future after you die, right? In this very existent moment

by what you say. Every time you speak a comment that demeans another human being,
every time you speak a word that devalues another image bearer, every time you speak with

fleshly judgment and justify it by painting Jesus on it, you are an advocate and an
ambassador of the kingdom of hell manifest now. The Bible tells me so. Do we ever ask

ourselves which kingdom we are truly an ambassador for? And for some of us, it's not always
black and white, right? Matt, can we talk about something nice and fluffy now? That's why

Paul writes and he urges us to understand the potency of what it means to be an
ambassador of the Christ. The ambassador, the representation of or the representative of the

king and his kingdom. Who is the king over the kingdom of heaven? It's Yeshua. As his
ambassadors of his kingdom, we are to be the presence of heaven here on earth. And our

vocation is to extinguish the little patches of hell that we ourselves manifest. That's why Jesus
says in Matthew 5, 16, Like it's not salvation. It's missional. It's the very fabric of what we're

called to do to be his hands and feet, to be transformed. To put out the fires of, Paul calls it
the world, darkness, present evil age, the fires, hell. And if you're a contributor, there's a recipe,
there's a prescription for that too. Repent and be transformed. Pick up that fire hose and put

out the fires engulfing the world. We had several families supercharged to start the DSS
training early in 2020 to become licensed foster parents. It was a really exciting time for a lot
of families, this new journey that God had called them to step into and to become advocates
of God's love in a very, very, very, very broken system. And I don't know who was going to start
the journey. It was a long time ago to open their hearts and their homes to the children who
are living in hell or experiencing this aspect and do their best to show a bottomless love for

and show them what safe looks like. I don't know, but I do know because of COVID, trainings
and DSS and even the advocates for DSS and all of the third, everybody kind of slowed down

and things got limited and it became logistically difficult to step through those doors.
Happens. But I'm here to tell you, the time of letting a shift in our routine and inconveniences
that we're not used to I'm here to tell you that the time to step up and step back in is now. It's
here. No more waiting on the sidelines. We've been dealing with this for over a year now. We

have a handle on how to navigate it at the very least. We're out of excuses to stop, to hold
back on ministries because of the unknown and the logistics and the walls that are going up.

If God called you into an area, own it. That's the story of Esther. Even if it's uncomfortable,
even if it's hard, even if it costs, own the place where God is leading you. And I want to take

this opportunity to let everybody know, we still get frequent calls, Jenny and I, frequent calls of
children and teens and babies who have either been taken out of dangerous situations or

have been turned over to DSS voluntarily by their parents because either their parents, some
didn't want them anymore, or others' parents made the decision to turn their children's over

to custody because they didn't want to see their kids sleep under a bridge anymore alongside
them. That was a reality for some of the kids that came into our home last year temporarily.
It's sad. So I want to take this opportunity to tell you that here at Founded in Truth, our vision
is to cultivate and equip you with the support that you need to be a hell fighter in this world.
And if you, either back in 2019 or even now, if you have ever been curious about foster care or

what that looks like to step into that role as a foster parent, to be an advocate for the
kingdom of God in the very trenches of pain, even if it's just for a temporary time, please

speak to Gideon Munoz. He was the worship leader up today, did the Torah portion. He is our
foster care ministry advocate here at Founded in Truth. So please talk to him. Soapbox, right?
Sorry. It's time to get started in making more of an impact in as many areas as God opens the
door for. Esther's place was to put on her royal robes and find herself in the courts of the king.

Esther's place that God was calling her was not to remain in the concubine's house, just
sitting there chatting with all the other ladies, complaining about how inconveniences in life

are so overwhelming. That wasn't what she was called. That's not where she was called to
stay. And just because Esther was a female does not mean men, men, women, If God has
called you to get up and stop sitting and do something and go somewhere and be in the

place that he's called you to be, stop being lazy. Stop ignoring the call. Burden it and carry it.
It's going to be hard. Being a soldier always is. Running the race. The race is not meant to be
a lazy river. You push. Let's talk more about the gospel accounts of Yeshua's ministry and the

accounts of the disciples' ministry and the apostles. What did Yeshua do in his ministry?
Sometimes I audit my walk with God and sometimes I chuckle because I'm always stubbing

my toe as I grow in this life and as I move forward through this life. And I move forward
holding the hand of God and then sometimes not realizing maybe I let go a little bit and try
to grasp for it again and stubbing my toe and tripping and losing my balance at times and

kind of walking forward and falling forward. I'm always intentionally, I try to always be
intentional, intentionally conscious of where I am In my walk in God's kingdom. What did
Yeshua do in his earthly ministry? I don't know. He preached the fulfillment of the story of

Israel and the Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible. He preached, I think we have a slide for that.
He preached that it finds its fulfillment being poured out through him in John 4 and 24. But
then we see the disciples and the apostles in Acts doing the same thing in Acts 2, 3, and 13.

When Yeshua ascended to heaven, how many of you know his ministry didn't stop? It didn't
stop. And that's so hard. It didn't stop because his hands and feet remained here. What else
did Yeshua do to demonstrate the kingdom of God was present through him? Let's see. Oh,

he cast out unclean spirits in Luke 4, 31 through 37. Get out of him, he says. Guess who did the
same thing? Paul in Acts 16. Come out of her, Paul says. Jesus healed the lame in Luke

chapter 6, 6 through 11, right? What's he say? He says, get up and walk. Get up and stand in
front of everyone. His apostles do the same thing in Acts 14. Stand up on your feet. Healing
took place. Yeshua raised the dead in Luke chapter 7. Spoiler alert. What's Peter do in Acts

chapter 9? Get up, get up. Now, here's the thing. On a micro level, the disciples and the
apostles understood they had power and authority to cast out unclean spirits. They knew

they had the authority to heal the lame. They knew that they had the power and authority
through Yeshua and through the Ruach within them, the spirit within them, to raise the dead.

We all know that. Micro view. I'm a story. I'm a big narrative guy. Macro view. Let's zoom up
helicopter view of this story. The overarching points. What is being portrayed here? The

disciples look like Yeshua. Yeshua's hands and feet didn't stop working in the same way that
they worked when he was here. What does that say about believers and their expectations?

You keep moving forward. Everything that Yeshua did was meant to mimic and fulfill the
prophecies of Isaiah of the coming kingdom of God and the world to come and God's

kingdom slamming into this earth. The lame walking, the blind seeing, so on and so forth. All
of it was about restoring faith. The reality that God is king and his kingdom reigns supremely
over creation. The reality is that no other kingdom supersedes that. And if there is a kingdom
that has an authority here, like the kingdom of the devil, hell, then hell fire needs to be put out

once and for all. And we get all excited when we realize that we're called to be like Yeshua,
right? Like that's kind of like a, because hey, who wouldn't love to have the ability and the

power to do all these neat positive things? That's part of it. But that's not all the ways that the
disciples looked like Yeshua. Did you know that? That's not all the ways that the apostles

mimicked Yeshua and the things he went through in his ministry. Did Yeshua get put in jail?
Yes, he did. That very night. Did the apostles and disciples get put in jail? Was Yeshua

beaten? Yep. Were his disciples beaten? Oh, this is part of the same thing. Was Yeshua
mocked by society, looked down upon, called every name in the book? A drunkard, a glutton,

a crazy person, a person driven by the devil by the most outwardly religious. That was the
accusation thrown towards him by the most outwardly religious people. I don't like what you
do. It must be the devil inside of you. The ones who prayed the loudest, the ones who induced
the most passion when it came to speaking about the Bible and spiritual things, yeah, they
claim Jesus worked for the devil in the biblical narrative. Guys, we have to be better about

judging other people. And just because someone does something that makes us
uncomfortable, wearing out the devil card to make yourself feel better about the situation

only aligns you with people in the story that denied Yeshua. Did Yeshua suffer and die?
Carrying your cross and being the hands and feet of Yeshua is a full package. Revelation 11.

It's one of our favorite examples. Love Revelation. So we always get all excited about
Revelation. We're going to be diving into a Revelation series shortly in the coming months.

And we'll be reviewing this section, I'm sure, likely in more detail. But Revelation 11. You have
two witnesses. Everybody knows about the two witnesses, right? And everyone loves to have
opinions about the two witnesses of Revelation. And we're going to talk about that, but you
know... Who are these two witnesses and what do they do? And we always talk about that.

And we always get caught up on who they are. Anybody ever spent more time talking about
who they are in contrast to what they did? I mean, who are they? You know, got to be Elijah

and Enoch because of so-and-so. Or maybe it was Ephraim and Judah. Or maybe it was John
and whoever or whatever. What did the two witnesses in Revelation do? Forget who they are.

Forget who they are. Let's see what the text is actually telling us. Well, Revelation 11, it says
that God will appoint two witnesses and they will have a ministry for about three and a half
years. They will be the two lampstands and two olive trees, which is most likely a reference
back to Zechariah 4 because Yeshua the high priest and Zerubbabel, builder of the second

temple, were referred to by that, those names. They will have power to do miracles. And when
their ministry is finished, according to John's apocalyptic vision, when the time of their

ministry is done, the beast kills them. Who else do we know? Yeshua. The two witnesses are
living out the example left to them by Yeshua. That's what John is portraying. This is what
they will experience as his disciples. This is what you signed up for when you pledged your
allegiance to the cruciform king. We are called to burden the weight of the world so that

darkness can be pushed back by the light of God's love. That hellfire can be extinguished by
the dew of heaven. And that comes forth from you as a follower of the one whose spirit has
equipped you to be that ambassador, that soldier, those hands and feet. Understand what

you're called to do as a follower of Yeshua. Pray that God not only simply place you where you
need to be, but give you the clarity that Esther received to own it, knowing the burden will

cause suffering, but knowing running that race, even though it won't be comfortable, you're
doing the work that was handed off to you. Knowing fighting in a battle as a soldier of Christ

may not be fun all the time, but knowing that you are embodying the manifestation of
Yeshua to the world. And the thing about Mordecai I guess this is the point of the message.

The thing about Mordecai, and boy is Mordecai an interesting character in Esther. Man, yeah,
Mordecai is a very neat character. The thing about Mordecai is Mordecai is the one that spoke

the truth of the reality of God's kingdom manifest. Many of you know the book of Esther. So
one of the things that's neat about the book of Esther, and it makes a lot of people

uncomfortable, is it never mentions God. Never once is God mentioned in the book of Esther,
the Hebrew book of Esther, that is, in your Bibles. Never mentions or even infers God's

presence. The Tetragrammaton, the name of Yahweh, is not in there anywhere. God's not in
there. The two Jewish protagonists are never portrayed even praying, never really portrayed
following Torah. None about circumcision, nothing about eating totes kosher, nothing about

celebrating feast days, nothing religious whatsoever. That you can hold on to, to really secure.
Like, see, it's a religious book. It's a really neat book. Remember when Esther asked, it's kind of

awkward because you're reading it as a religious text. Remember when Esther asked
Mordecai, she's like, hey, make sure you go and tell everyone to fast for three days. And we

always mentally, like I think I said it last week, we always mentally kind of inject fast and pray.
That's not in there. I need everyone to go starve for three days and then I'll go before the king.
Whoa. What? What? It's intentional. It's meant to make you go, wait a minute, the text just

omits it. No wonder Martin Luther did not like that book of the Bible, right? He didn't, oh,
rather not do a sermon on this this week, right? He just flipped it over. He did not like it. Didn't

want it in there if he had his preference. He didn't, but the story of Esther is a story of how
sometimes we find ourselves in a world that looks like it is without God's presence. Sometimes
we find ourselves in a world where God wants absolutely 1,000% can't be here. There's no way,

no how, nope. There's no way. No way he can be here. The story of Esther is about what it
looks like to God's covenant people when they live in that world and what happens when they

realize what they see outside is not the actual reality because the actual reality is that God
was present in every moment in the story of Esther. God was present when Haman was so

emotionally unstable that he said rash things and made an extremely illogical decision, not
just to kill Mordecai, but hey, you know what? Let's wipe out all the Judeans in Susa and

everywhere, just the whole land. Let's do that. God was present when Esther struggled with
owning the place where he put her. God was present in a salvational moment. The king

added the law to counter the one induced by Haman. God was present. And here's the thing
about Mordecai. Mordecai was the one that spoke that reality into Esther's life. Mordecai was
the one that was bold enough to speak of the power of God's kingdom despite the hell they

were living in. Mordecai was the one that knew, and Mordecai was the one that was not
silent. You see, we need Esther's example in our life. We need to know that we need to own
the place where God has placed us fully. Take responsibility for it. Make decisions within it.
Move it forward. That's why he's placed you here. But do we ever stop short of fulfilling the

Mordecai mandate, the example of speaking the truth in other people's lives? And it's a
double-edged sword because, you know, man, that's almost one of the most abused things

that's ever done in church, telling people a self-sculpted truth to demean or put someone else
down. But no, tell people the truth of what the gospel is. And as we've discussed recently, it's
not about, it's not, the point of the gospel in scripture is not about simply going to heaven or
to hell after you die. The gospel as defined by Yeshua in Mark 1:15 is about bringing heaven to
earth to put out the fires of hell here and now. Else, we are just waiting around to die so that
we can maybe experience the manifestation of the gospel. No, the life everlasting, eternal life

in God's kingdom starts now. It transcends death, but it doesn't start upon death. It starts
now. That's the gospel, that's the good news. Hell can be defeated now. There's a new

kingdom now. And are we doing our job as the ambassadors of God's kingdom and speaking
the reality into other people's lives that God's kingdom has not faltered, that God's kingdom

has not been moved, that God's kingdom has not turned a blind eye, that God's kingdom still
stands over any oppression, persecution, hurt, pain, unforgiveness, lust? Hardened hearts,

anger, fear are things that we shouldn't have to carry around anymore anymore. Even if we
sometimes find ourselves. Are we truly standing as the ambassadors to the reality that what
is outside in our world, the world that we think we see, is a mirage? And the truth is that God
is present even now, even here, even in this room, even in your life, where you find yourself. No

matter what king and courts you find yourself standing in, God has already proclaimed the
victory. And that's the good news, right? And And so let's go to a more uncomfortable

conversation. In our lives, how many of you know that we only have so much time here? We're
going to die one day. And it's not something that's fun to think about. There were days, I

remember a time in my life where I was invincible, and I would drive cars stupid fast, and I
would jump from really high places, and I would do stupid things because what's the worst

that could happen? I'm invincible. I was 17, and... And then when I turned 19, much like many
people who are struggling with their immune system turning against them a month or two

after they get COVID, the immune system thing, my immune system turned against me after
I had some type of infection for two weeks. And my vision started to get blurry. And I started
getting really thirsty. And I started to get kind of moody. And I started going to the bathroom

a lot. I didn't understand it. And finally, I decided to go see my doctor. And I told him my
symptoms, and he's like, hey, let me prick your finger real quick. This little thing, I'm like, oh,
you want to take my blood? That's fine. So I'm telling him all these symptoms. He pricks my
finger, and this number pops up in this little device. It's like 580-something. And I'm like, oh,

that's good, right? And I remember him reaching over and patting my knee. He said, no, son,
that's not good at all. That's called your glucose measurement. That's your sugar. It seems

that your immune system, in fighting some type of disease in your body, took it out. but was
still a bit bloodthirsty and decided to turn against the isolate cells around your pancreas that
create insulin. So your immune system has destroyed your pancreas' ability to create insulin. I
said, okay, what does that mean? 30 minutes later, I was in a room with a nurse as she was

teaching me to give myself a shot in my stomach for the first time of many, many, many,
many, many times to come. And that was the moment I realized I am not invincible. I will die.

You will die. And we only have so long to run this race, as Paul puts it. So Paul says, run the
race without stopping. You push yourself like David Goggins. You stop when you are dead.
And Paul's context for this is the mission of the reality of the gospel. You love those who the

most religious around you says you should not. You show grace and mercy and love to those
that the most religious around you says, you know what? They should experience that from

far away. You love people who hate you. You love people that harm you. You put that fire out.
You forgive those people in your life that have wounded you so deeply that you still have the

same feelings within yourself 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 years every single time you remember that
incident. You forgive them and you pray that God will reveal himself to them in the same way,

if not more, that he has for you. Some of you in this room just had a flashback when I spoke
those words, a flashback to a moment of hurt in your life. Maybe it was your childhood or
early on in your life. Some of you just went back to a moment where someone hurt you or
wounded you deeply. And the gospel dictates that you shouldn't be the one carrying that

weight and pain any longer. The gospel dictates that, you know what, you can drop that here
today. The Bible calls us to love hard people. And it's hard. What the Bible commands us to

do, what Yeshua commands us to do, it's hard. It's not fair. Mordecai's javelin. Are you running
the race that Paul says that we all should be? Are you bearing the burden to fight against
darkness? And hey, that means prayer, but it's not just prayer. Prayer is great. And thinking

positively about God's kingdom and God's victory are great. But are you actually engaging in
doing the things that your prayers are for? The Lord's Prayer, when you pray, God, I hope your

kingdom comes and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven, that's not supposed to be
an empty prayer that you just like hope God will do. It's a prayer for you. The Lord's Prayer is

for you to equip you to do that. Matt, why would you say that? Well, I don't know the part
where it's asking God to forgive you so that, oh, I don't want to do the next part. you can

forgive others. God, lead me not into temptation. Help me navigate as I move forward. Give
me the things that I need. What's the pinnacle? Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

That earth should be a reflection of heaven and equip me to do that. Paul says to run the
race and Paul says this knowing that you have a finish line in the race and In sports, there's a
sport known as, and it's a really, really, really complicated name. It's called javelin throwing. I

say that in jest because I thought it was called something else. I'm looking for the name.
Javelin throwing. You throw a spear. It's a sport. It's pretty neat. And if you haven't seen the

sport, it's actually really incredible. It's fascinating. You have this runner that is, and he carries
this javelin, this big spear, long, sharp, and he's carrying it. And most of them have like this

form that's right next to their head as if they're looking down the crosshairs. And they're
running and they're running and they're running. And they run as fast as they can and as

hard as they can with the spear. And they come to a point where, where they need to put all
of the potential energy that they have been given into this object, and they bow their arm

back, and every ounce of everything they have put into their training, their diet, their time of
study, their life, gets transferred into this javelin, and they throw it. And as they release this
javelin, it flies through the air. And it's really neat because if you ever watch it, sometimes it
has this wobble through it, as if it's swimming through the air. And... And the thing about

throwing the javelin is when you are running to throw the javelin in a competition, there's a
little white line in the ground. And you only have the opportunity to throw the javelin on this
side of that line. Once you cross that line, your javelin throw doesn't count anymore. It is as if

you never threw it if it's a competition. And if you're carrying your javelin and you've been
trained on how to throw the javelin and you put energy into devotions about the javelin and
you went to javelin studies and you even trained, if you cross that line, in that moment, there
was no point or substance that was produced from any of that because you waited too long
to throw it. Each and every one of you, I believe, are called to be a Mordecai. You were called

to, despite having times of anxiousness, Despite having times of self-doubt, having times
where you're just not sure, having times where you've made mistakes, you are called to

continue to acknowledge the reality that is in the present right now of God's kingdom and
the reign of Yeshua on earth through you. It's your vocation. You are called to proclaim that.
You are called to not take no as an answer in your life to that. You are called to speak that

into the lives of others. You are called to not just stay where it is comfortable. You were called
to do the thing that Yeshua said to do. The javelin represents the impact that you make now
in your limited life here. And as a Christian, the impact you make is the impact Yeshua makes

through you. We are called to pick up that cross and carry it forward. We are called to look
like Yeshua. We are called to love people even when we don't want to. At minimum, we're
called to be vessels of God's love. Even if we have trouble with loving someone. That's no

excuse for a person across from you not to feel God's love flowing through you. Did you know
that? Did you know that your demeanor and actions towards another human being, even if

you're frustrated with yourself and with that person and you really are having trouble
mustering up the nice feelings of loving someone, did you know that you can die daily to that

and do it anyway? Because the object and the goal is that they feel God's love, not yours.
Right? I heard a speaker say, oh man, he's a great speaker. I heard him say, and it hit me and
it knocked me out and it hurt. The fruit of the spirit, the fruit that you bear isn't yours. It's not
meant for you. It's not meant for you. The javelin represents the energy that you spend now.

And depending on how you spend it now determines how far it flies into the future. How far it
flies when you get to that white line on the ground. It represents the impact that you are used
to make right now. And it also represents your legacy or the legacy of your impacts that move

past your life. Mordecai understood the reality of God when he spoke to Esther. He
understood. Listen to this. It's Esther 4, 14. When Mordecai speaks to Esther, he says this. Let's
see here. And who knows? Now what's interesting about that verse is as much as that's like
motivational, inspirational, and oh yeah, like yes, for such a time as this, you know, it's great.
Just before this, what's interesting is what happens to Mordecai just before this, because just

before this, Mordecai was a mess. Mordecai was ripping his clothes in lament of his
circumstances. Somewhere between the moment of renting his clothes and crying out, And
this moment, speaking to Esther, he had a moment of recentering of what the true reality

really was. If you do not pick up this javelin, Esther, you skimp past the white line and would
have missed the opportunity. You would have missed the opportunity that God has for you. In
fact, another will rise up and fulfill what God put in place here. Javelin's going to get thrown.
But he chose you to be here to pick it up and to run and to throw it. Worship team, you guys
can come up as we conclude. Guys, I don't know where you're at today, but maybe you find
yourself in a place that looks dark, a place of anxiety. Maybe you find your place. Maybe you
find yourself in a place of lackadaisical routine. Don't let someone else throw you a javelin.
Just like in Esther, God has a plan. And how God operates, at least from the pattern of the

Bible, is God uses and works alongside humanity to accomplish his will. That's since Genesis 1,
when he told mankind to be my image bearers out in the world. And I want you to take

dominion over this creation, and I want you to be fruitful and multiply. God gave humans
authority to take dominion of creation on his behalf. Guess what? The story hasn't changed
from the gospel. It's just being fulfilled. The world and the way it operates and the goals and

pursuits and important things that feed us is so per se for a believer. We, through our baptism
and our commitment to God, have crossed over into a new reality where love wins, where
times of discomfort are welcomed because we know, depending on how we respond to an
uncomfortable situation, how we respond to people that make us uncomfortable, how we

respond to people that hurt us, we literally change the fabric of the world around us. And as
we conclude, I want to give you time during worship to reflect and meditate on And I dare

you, I dare you to meditate on where you're at with your status as an image bearer of God. If
you dare to accept that daunting challenge. People with different opinions about things,

people who are struggling with their own lives in ways that you don't understand, people that
you disagree with. What weight have you been carrying around inside? Who hurt you? What
happened to you? What comes to mind? How will you carry yourself? and throw the javelin

when you reach the white line. The gospel proclaims that you don't have to carry those
weights anymore. You don't have to stop at the door that you're facing anymore. The gospel
says that there is power through the Spirit of God, through Yeshua and His example and the
ministry and His death, burial, and resurrection, and that victory has been proclaimed. The

things that we struggle with in life, there is an out, but the out does not come without
expectations. The outcomes that when you no longer have that weight, guess what? You're

going to take up another weight and it looks like that. And you're going to pick up the javelin
and you're going to start running with a new mentality and a new vocation for a new king
and a new kingdom. And so during this time of worship, I'd ask to meditate on the things of
your heart. Are there things that are slowing you down when you're running towards that
white line that are keeping you from throwing the javelin that God has placed into your

hands? Hebrews chapter 13, 20 says this, and I want to leave with this. Now, may the God of
peace, who through the blood of eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord

Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep. May he equip you with everything good for doing his
will and may he work in us what is pleasing to him through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory

forever and ever. Amen. Guys, if you would please stand as we conclude services. We have a
worship team on the right and our left. These are people who are dedicated to stepping in the
gap alongside you to lift you up. No matter what circumstances you face, if you'd like to leave
something here today, I would invite you to see them and take advantage of this opportunity.

These are people that will intercede on your behalf and walk forward with you. Alvina
Malcano, our father, our king, father, we thank you for the examples of scripture. We thank

you for the stories of Esther that would remind us of who Yeshua is and the ultimate
fulfillment of your kingdom and the reality that we live in through him. God, I ask that the

spirit that the scripture says dwell within us if we have pledged allegiance to the throne of the
cross and the king who reigns from it, that that spirit would empower us that it would not

only empower us to overcome things in our life, but it would empower us to pick up the
javelin, to pick up the cross and walk forward and show the world what heaven looks like,
despite how hard and unfair it is. That you would give us the strength to do that. That our

journey would just be beginning today. We thank you, Father, for your grace and mercy. We
thank you for your son and the love poured out for us. That we would embody that love and

the world would feel it. In Yeshua's name we pray, amen. And I hope you enjoyed this
message. Founded in Truth exists to build a community that bears the image of God and lives

the redeemed life only Yeshua gives. If If this message impacted you or if this ministry has
been a blessing to you, we invite you to take part in making sure the message of Yeshua and
the truth of God's word continues to reach others. To make sure this happens, you can donate
through our online giving portal at foundinatruth.com slash give or by texting any amount to

704-275-0752. Don't forget to like and subscribe for new content every single week. And we
thank you for your continued support. And we look forward to seeing you next time. Shalom.
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