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Alright, well Shabbat Shalom everyone. I'll try that again. Shabbat Shalom everyone! That's
good. If you guys are, if you're visiting for the first time or watching online today, my name is

Matthew Vander Ales. I'm one of the community pastors here at Founded in Truth Fellowship
and we are a Bible-loving, Sabbath-celebrating, and a bit of a biblical nerdy community that
just loves to orbit and yearns to orbit the person of Yeshua that we call Jesus. So this is a your
first time visiting today welcome to found in truth fellowship it's good to be back together this

week and i am just so excited about sacote coming up and everything that's coming along
with that um and has it been a good year has it been a good year yeah it's been a good year

some of you started to get excited i saw you yeah it's been a good wait a second wait a
second instantly pulling the reality back in 2020 was that a great year some people was a
great year positive thinkers that's great You know, 2020 didn't seem to be too great. 2021

seems to be better, maybe, hopefully. We're not done with it yet. And maybe 2020 just
conditioned us to accept a level of uncertainty, making 2021 feel a bit better, but I don't know.

But there's a lot going on in the world, isn't there? Just a little bit? I mean, we still have this
like still fresh political climate that is filled with tension and But that's typical. That happens

every four years here. We move past it. On top of that, though, we just got done with a year of
struggle that we're not too commonly accustomed to, a pandemic. And we've had several
pandemics over the last century. Some of them, it was interesting when I was looking it up,

some of them were actually avoided because we had some time to prepare better in the 60s.
But this one, for some reason, it came full force in so many different ways. And there was a lot
of uncertainty, wasn't there, when it first hit? I'll be honest, I didn't know how to feel about it.
Maybe I'll just wash my hands, it'll be good, we'll get past it. I didn't know. Two weeks off? We
can take two weeks off of church, that'll be fine. That's no big deal with two weeks. That curb

never curbed. And how did we navigate this? Those are things that we had to face after
months of being, not just as a community, but individuals. How do we navigate this new

thing that seems to be everywhere? And then we had a recommendation of masks that soon
turned into mandatory masks in many places in our country, which instantly caused a

division and a heated debate over public health and safety in contrast to individual freedoms
and liberties. And then several vaccines came out. And the authorities in this country put

forth recommendations to get these vaccines. But along with that, private companies and
even some cities in the nation, I believe anyway, I think there's a few cities, wanted

mandatory vaccinations for you to travel freely within them or shop in person with them. And
again, that didn't cause any friction in our lives at all, did it? There's a lot going on. And on top

of that, like, that's all we see on social media and the news. Like, that's it. That's our daily life
now. I'm done with social media. Not fun anymore. Just not. So we have a lot going on right
now, right? And, you know, we're surviving, you know? Hopefully not too many relationships

have been destroyed recently, but we'll get through it, right? Oh, wait. Now let's throw
Afghanistan into the mix. And for those of you who don't know what's going on, just from my
understanding, February of 2020, President Trump made an agreement with the Taliban to
withdraw from Afghanistan and kind of turn it over to them. If you want to read that letter,
that peace agreement, you can Google agreement for bringing peace to Afghanistan. It's

right at the top. It's on the state.gov website. And, you know, his term ended. And President
Biden was the new president, and so he ran with it. And I don't know what happened, but
apparently us withdrawing got really messy. It didn't go well at all. It doesn't seem to have

went smoothly based on all the criticism that all the media outlets are doing. And now there's
a lot of attention and rumors of persecution of the people of Afghanistan. There's rumors of
the persecution of Christians that are there. And on top of that, now we have this absolute
tragedy and act of war via a planned terrorist attack on the airport there where we are still

stationed trying to evacuate people. And a faction of ISIS claimed responsibility for that. And
it's all over the media. It's all over the news. And there's just a lot going on, isn't there? It

seems like the world is out of control. And looking back on all of these events, it's not funny in
a good way. It's funny in kind of a dark, ironic way. We almost feed off of this as people. Do
you notice that? As soon as the next thing comes, we totally forget about all of the energy
and focus and stress and anxiety and time that we tied up in the last thing. Example, how

many of us have already forgotten about the intense, Tension revolving around violence from
police officers as well as violence committed toward police officers last year. The tension

surrounding the cries of oppression in our country brought to light by the death of George
Floyd. Do y'all remember that whole scenario? That was kind of a big deal in the media. But
most have already forgotten about it. Why? Well, COVID came, and then the election, and

then post-election drama, and then Afghanistan. And we just have a tendency to lose focus
on the things we claim matter most to us when something new comes along in the media.
And there's some of us that get tired of it. Anybody sometimes just get tired of the revolving
door on the media? some of us just get tired of it some of us get so tired of it that we've lost

our sense of caring at all right some some of us don't care anymore don't want to some of us
just can't handle it so we turn it off um yeah and others make the choice that it's just not

worth the cost and then there's a group of us that tend to enjoy all of the current events that
are going on We like to discuss the current events. We like to learn about current events. And
we enjoy learning different viewpoints about current events that's going on, right? Anybody
following that group? Like, we just enjoy the discussion. And then there's another group that

not only loves current events, but has decided that... Watch me now put my tap dancing
shoes on as I dance, because I don't know where everyone's at in the group, so watch me

dance. Um... There tends to be another group that loves knowing all about current events and
they try to keep up with them all day long and sometimes they actually don't tend to keep up

with current events as much as they keep up with the headlines of current events that are
deceiving any of themselves and then they create the narrative that they believe the

headlines are talking about without actually knowing the current events. And then there's
other people that just like to sit on the events and learn about them day and night and

morning and meditate on them all the time. My grandfather, I believe, fit that category. Oh,
daddy-o. You hear about people that would self-medicate with alcohol and junk food? My

grandfather would self-medicate by turning on Fox News and then switch it to MSNBC just to
fill that rush of emotion. True story. But then there is a category... people, a group of people,

and this group of people tends to process all of the uncertainty and events that are going on
in the world through the lens of biblical prophecy. So every current event that has something
to do with anything is directly linked to a verse in Revelation that has absolutely been taken

out of context, right? Get the random emails from people or Facebook, and this is, right, a
new piece of technology or medicine comes out, mark of the beast, right? It went from credit
cards to iPhones, because iPhones you hold in your hand and put in your head, and you can

have Apple Pay. It's revolving. A new politician somewhere in the world gets popular.
Antichrist. Antichrist. He's rising up just like that book, The Rising One. The Antichrist. A word
that is not found anywhere in the book of Revelation, by the way. Venezuela, the economy

can drop. People are starving. Greece, I mean, everything is falling apart. We don't care. But
here in the U.S., the stock market drops 15%. It is the tribulation, and it has begun. Ask me how
I know. This is my history. And the Bible tells us to be watchful. We are absolutely supposed to

be watchful. But there comes a time when crying wolf results in no one taking the actual
message seriously. that we are supposed to be spouting seriously. And that is the message of

reconciliation to God through Christ because of your sins that have been forgiven. That the
kingdom of God ruled by King Yeshua is present and you are an ambassador of that king.

And sometimes we tend to dilute that message with so much zeal and passion and
speculation that it becomes just as much of a failed assertion to the world that we're meant

to reach as our failed rapture dates. Matt, obviously you don't like biblical prophecy. Oh man, I
love some biblical prophecy. I really do. I love to talk about how the prophets spoke of

repentance to the Judeans in exile or how the prophets spoke to the kingdom of Israel to turn
back to God and not be distracted at their economical success that they are having. I love to
talk about John the Baptist and his vision of the coming kingdom of God and his prophetic
message of repentance to humble ourselves before the only true king. Eat that niche up in

the Bible. I love it. And so speaking of biblical prophets in the Hebrew Bible of the Old
Testament, in the Old Testament, prophets tended to write in a very specific genre when they
gave messages. And this genre of writing is called apocalyptic poetry or apocalyptic writings.

And it was done and displayed whenever they had a message to give. It was common to
have exaggeration and hyperbole with big explosive cosmic language in it. And it was

typically written not only that, but in a format of poetry. It was very poetic. It was art. And that
was the only way that they felt like they could describe the grandness of God's salvation or his

wrath. And you guys want to see some? Of course you do. So let's take a look at some
apocalyptic poetry from the prophet Isaiah found in chapter 13. Here we go. I'll read it and I'll

try to be dramatic about it because that's how it was read. The Lord our Almighty is
mustering an army of war. They come from faraway lands, from the ends of heavens. The

stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light. The rising sun will be
darkened and the moon will not give its light. I will punish the world for its evil, the wickedness

of their sins. Therefore, I will make the heavens tremble and the earth will shake from its
place. Isn't that beautiful? So intense with the language and could have just been like, I'm
going to destroy Babylon. No, no, no, right? The earth will shake in its place in the universe.

Like it's going to swing around the solar system in the opposite direction. I mean, now who is
Isaiah prophesying against? Babylon, the city that represented the absolute headquarters of

sin and evil in the world. And who is God going to send to destroy Babylon? The Medes. So
God's going to send this people group. And look at the language he uses. The stars will be
blacked out. The sun will black out. The moon will black out. When the Medes came in and

destroyed and overtook Babylon, did the sun literally go black? Someone turn it off? The
stars? Milky Way is gone. No, it's hyperbolic language used to make a point. And it was very

common. the lord is going to overthrow babylon and the only language isaiah along with joel
job amos and and the author of ecclesiastes who all used those exact phrases about the

universe turning off um it was the only language isaiah could find to describe the incredible
power of yahweh and his fury against babylon and that's common in apocalyptic writings
but back on the highway when we live in a world that is so filled with uncertainty and just

seems like it's on fire everywhere we look, and no one has control of the steering wheel, how
are we supposed to respond as believers? I mean, you know, we can go from one extreme to
the other. We can go from being completely apathetic to everything going on, or completely

obsessed in the most unhealthy way, spreading fear to the world through fabricated
prediction instead of the hope to the world through the truth of God's love. And so I want to
talk about that today. how do believers respond when the whole world looks like it's burning

with the fires of hell and thankfully Yeshua tells us or he tells his disciples in this section
recorded in the book of Matthew concerning the downfall and destruction of the city of

Jerusalem that is about to happen soon and so this takes place in Matthew chapter 24 so you
can go ahead and turn on your Bibles or turn your Bibles to Matthew 24 and This chapter of
Matthew, unfortunately, I believe, has been taken out of context many times or context has

been misapplied in a lot of different circles. I, for one, used to read this chapter a lot differently
than I do now, and I used to pick verses, cherry-pick verses out of this chapter, and I used to

read it in a lot of different I remember I used to cherry pick a verse out of this chapter to prove
that the rapture was unbiblical. Which, don't get me wrong, that's a legitimate stance, and

that's still one I defend. I just no longer go to this chapter to do it, because I now realize I was
taking a verse out of context. And I also used to be one of those people, for those of you who
don't know my past, I used to be one of those people that was completely obsessed with the
end of the world. And as a way to process my anxiety and my stress and my fear of what was
going to happen in the world... I used to use this chapter to show people that the end of the

world was here and they needed to be prepared. And they need to do all of these things. And I
was totally that guy, if you guys know what I'm talking about. To the point where it was very
unhealthy and to the point where I damaged my witness of Yeshua because I replaced his

message of hope with my message of fear. And yeah, that's Matthew's vulnerable moment of
the day. And that being said, before we jump in, there are a few different ways that we can
approach this chapter. And I want to go ahead and say that. I'm going to approach it with
the angle that I believe is most accurate. But if you disagree with that angle, that's fine. All

that I ask is ask you see what I believe Yeshua is trying to tell us and not the stuff that doesn't
matter. Everybody good? great oh everyone's agreeance that's good um so the background
here matthew 24 is yeshua is making his way to the cross and while he makes that journey
he is proclaiming the gospel the good news of this new type of kingdom that is birthing a

kingdom that is subversive to the world and the empires of the world a kingdom that is more
powerful than any other kingdom or country and the thing about this kingdom is it appears

to be completely upside down and opposite to every other kingdom in the world See, the
kingdoms of the world, they conquer and level up by using violence and wars. And then they
exploit their defeated enemies to build their wealth. And this kingdom doesn't. This kingdom

expands and conquers and topples whole empires through the subversive means of
nonviolence, grace, hope, love, and forgiveness. And that's exactly what Yeshua told Pilate

during his trial. Pilate was like, where's your followers? Where's your army if you're the king?
And Yeshua looked at him and said, if my kingdom was of this earth like yours, my followers

would have swords in your lungs. Matt's paraphrase. You would be run through and you
would have so many bullet holes in you along with your wife and your children and everyone
else associated with you if my kingdom was of this earth. But it's not. My kingdom utilizes love

and mercy against our enemy, and that's how we defeat them. And it made people so
uncomfortable, and it made people so mad. Oh, it still makes people mad. No, this is the

hippie stuff. No, they got it from Jesus, not vice versa, stop. It really made the Romans mad. So
you got to think, living in an empire where safety and security was dependent on your

military force, And if you threatened or thwarted that as a priority, you were obviously against
the country as a whole, the nation as a whole. And that's what really brought on a lot of

criticism to Christians in the early days. But it made people so mad. And how do the leaders
and specifically the Pharisees respond to Yeshua when he comes to Jerusalem? They hate

this guy. This guy is preaching about a new kingdom being ushered in and he's the king. And
so he comes to Jerusalem, the city of David, Israel's historic king, and he claims this is where
his kingship will be exalted. And they begin plotting his downfall. And Yeshua responds, and
he begins to unleash his raw criticism of them throughout the entire chapter of Matthew 23.
Matthew 23 is the chapter before Matthew 24, right? I mean, he says things that are just so

cringey. It just, I mean... You are like tombs that have a fresh coat of paint on them. Who says
that, right? Y'all shut the door in the kingdom of God and what makes it so bad is you shut it
from the outside because you yourselves have never set foot on the inside. I mean, that was

bad. And at the end of his glorious savagery monologue, at the end of Matthew 23, I mean, it's
a very important verse, so I would recommend highlighting it. Here is how he ends chapter 23,
which leads into which chapter? So do you think it has anything to do with the next chapter?
Because that's great. So Matthew 23, verse 37, this is the end of Matthew 23. Oh, Jerusalem,

Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it. How often... So
Yeshua is giving this warning to Jerusalem. And he's saying, unless you repent your

leadership and you call upon the name of the Lord, then bad things are going to happen.
Rome's going to come and destroy you, as we'll see. Like if you're going to act like the rest of

the world, then God is going to allow you to be involved in the dealings of the rest of the
world. And war is going to come to your homes and destroy the city and destroy your homes.
And that is exactly what happened about 37 years later in 70 AD when the Romans invaded

Jerusalem, sacked it, and pushed every stone off of the Temple Mount and destroyed the
temple. This is the background leading into Matthew 24. So you ready? We're good? Okay.

Matthew 24 verse 1. So the disciples are pointing at the buildings of the temple. Why?
Because they are quite impressive. Why? The temple of the first century was incredible. It was
a tourist attraction for Romans on holiday. Like it was a magnificent thing to see. King Herod
did a good job building this temple out. It looked beautiful. And they're pointing at the temple

and the buildings in Jerusalem. This is pretty impressive. New York City, this is great. And
Yeshua says, yeah, you like these buildings? They're pretty impressive. Well, guess what?

They're all going to be destroyed. All going to be destroyed. That's what's coming. And that's
exactly... What he said at the end of 23 as well, or alluded to. How you doing? You good?

We're good so far? Okay, that's good. I hope I didn't go too fast. So the context as we enter
into this chapter is what? It's a prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem due to their rejection

of Yeshua. So let's keep reading. Verse 3. While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples approached him privately and they said, Hey, tell us. When will these things

happen? And also, what is the sign of your coming at the end of the age? So the disciples are
curious. How many things are they curious about? How many questions did they ask? Seems
two questions. Tell us, when are these things going to happen? What things? What Yeshua
just got finished speaking about, the destruction of Jerusalem. Like Matthew totally set it up
that way. Wow, look at these buildings. They're awesome. And that temple, that's the bee's
knees. Yeah, not one stone is going to be sitting on top of another when it's destroyed. But
what? Like that looks like a lot to throw down. When's that going to happen? That's one

question. And what's the other question there? When is the sign of your coming in the end of
the age? When's your return coming? And a better way to view it, my recommendation, is

when are you returning to fully implement everything that's wrong in the world? Like
overturn everything that's wrong in the world? When are you going to return and fully

transition this age to the age to come where all the things will be reconciled? See, so many
times we associate Yeshua's returning with the end of the world instead of the hope of a new
kingdom. That's what's coming. It's birthing. Why we do that, I don't know. But the end of the
age is this birth of this new creation fully implemented. So we good. Okay. So Yeshua is asked

how many questions? Roughly two questions. We're on the same page. This is great. I'm
going to get redundant with that. And how many answers do you think Yeshua gives? It's a

really obvious answer. Two. He's asked two questions and he gives two answers. And which of
these questions do you believe Yeshua answers first? The first, oh, this is great. This is, okay.

When will the destruction of Jerusalem take place? And if you are not already aware, there is
a debate over this chapter precisely on how you read it. And in my opinion, precisely because

it has been utilized and misrepresented in fictional books known as the Left Behind series.
Yeah. How do we know he actually answers both of these questions? Well, we're going to take

a helicopter view up of Matthew 24 before we dive back down into it. He's asked two
questions. He's going to answer both questions. And I submit that we can see very clearly in

the chapter where the line is drawn in the sand, where he ends his answer to the first
question and begins to answer the second. You ready? Matthew 24, verse 34. He speaks for 34

verses, answering this first question. And then he says this. He says, Who's he speaking to?
Was he speaking to you? He's speaking to his disciples. Okay. Truly I tell you, this generation
will certainly not pass away until all these things take place. I read it, and many other people
read it that are smarter than me, as, okay, everything he said before verse 34 is going to take
place in their generation. How long is a generation, a good biblical generation number? So
we go to the Torah. How long were they stuck in the desert? About 40. Okay. So about 40

years later is when the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed. About 38 years, 37 years,
depending on when this conversation took place. Yeshua's prophecy came true. Yay, that's
good. Yeah. And then the following verse, we see a change of timeline. He's answering the

second question. Verse 36 says, Now concerning that day and hour, no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven nor the son, except the father alone. You see the issue. He is certain of the

timeline in verse 34. Everything up to this point, you guys are going to see within the next
generation. You got it. But to the second, I don't know. I don't know what the timeline is.

Angels don't know it. Only God knows it. And that brings up a great topic in and of itself that
we will not be discussing today. But Yeshua says, I don't know. to that. Alright, we good? Okay,
let's dive down. Yeah, so what are the signs leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem? We're
assuming, we're using this logic to say verses 1 through 35 are leading up to the destruction of
Jerusalem, answering their first question. And we're going to assume that the signs of the end
of the age and his coming are verses 36 through 51. So let's see how Yeshua allegedly answers

the first question. Verse 4 of Matthew 24 says, Jesus replied to them, watch out that no one
deceives you. For many will come in my name saying, I am the Messiah. And they will deceive

many. You are going to hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed
because these things must take place. But the end is not yet. For nation will rise up against

nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various
places. All these events are going to be the beginning of birth pains or labor pains. All right,
that was intense. So many messiahs, many messianic figures are going to rise up. Messiah,

the word, means king, right? if you will. It does not directly mean like savior, but by
association it does. And it comes from the Hebrew word Mashiach, which means the

anointed one. So we have this vision of say like a king being anointed, King David being
anointed, the anointed one, the king. That's the context. In Greek, it's the word Christos, which

is where we get the word Christ from. So when we say Jesus Christ, you could say a literal
translation is King Jesus, which I love. So what Yeshua is speaking of here is not many people
claiming to be, you're going to see a bunch of people claiming to come in to be the savior of
the world and the son of God and many people claiming to die for your sins and take you to
heaven. That wasn't the context here in the first century. The first century idea is there will be
a leader who comes and claims to be the king of Israel, the new king of Israel, and he's going
to free people from oppression and slavery that they find themselves in. And most of the time

people interpreted that as a revolutionary leader that would rise up and violently defeat
Rome and give Rome what's coming to them. Rome were the oppressors at this time. And
boy, were there ever wannabe ringleaders who rose up over the next generation tried to

revolt against Rome one was Judas of Galilee he lived around 6 CE or ad he led a resistance
against Rome by encouraging his fellow Jews not to sign up for the census because if they
sign up for the census Rome contract them and they tax them and we don't want to pay

taxes to the beast right so don't sign up for your census and don't pay your taxes free man on
the land right and What tended to happen is if there were Jews in the area that did sign up

for the census and register themselves and pay taxes, they would sometimes come home
and find their houses burned down and their cattle killed by the revolutionaries, by Judas and

his posse. You guys think we have division over masks, right? This is Judeans burning down
other Judeans' home because they signed up for the census of Rome. The book of Acts speaks
about this failed Messiah in Acts chapter 5 verse 37. It says he was killed by the sword. There is
another failed messianic figure of the first century, Thedas. In around 46 AD, he led a group of

revolutionaries that revolted against Rome. And he encouraged all of his followers to follow
him down to the Jordan River. And when he was there, he proclaimed that he was a prophet

from God. The Romans found out about it and they kind of crashed the party, slaughtered
everybody, cut his head off and took it back to Jerusalem and put it on a stake. He is also
mentioned in Acts chapter 5. There were many other accounts of messianic figures that
popped up, claiming to stand for the kingdom of God and leading many away to their

deaths, all to be quickly defeated in their pursuit to use violence to defeat the most
well-equipped army in the world, the Romans. Yeshua is telling his disciples, answering their
first question, hey, many are going to come and say, hey, I'm the Messiah, and many people

are going to be deceived. Don't be deceived. You are going to hear about wars and rumors of
wars. Why would you be hearing about wars and rumors of wars during this time? Well,

because that's what every single false messiah held as their standard when they rose up in
the proclamation that they were messiahs. War, death, violence. That is how we will win and

lift up the standard of God's kingdom. That was their slogan. They go together. This is not
saying every single time you see a rumor of a battle or a conflict of war on Fox News or CNN

that the end of the world is coming. Yeshua is not even answering that question yet. He's
talking about the false messiahs and what will lead to Jerusalem's destruction. And guess
what led to Jerusalem's destruction? A generation after he spoke these words, a resistance

group known as the Sicarii rose up against Roman oppression and they refused to pay taxes.
All about the money. Skirmishes were happening all over Judea. rumors and news of battles

between Jewish revolutionaries and the Romans were traveling all over the place. And finally,
Rome surrounded Jerusalem and invaded it, absolutely destroyed it and leveling the temple

as their end game to silence the Jewish resistance. During this time, building up to this
boiling point between Rome and the Judeans, the Jewish people, with Jerusalem as this
culminating spot, famines broke out due to natural disaster and a byproduct of the war.

Josephus notes several earthquakes took place, one specifically during this time period that
killed 10,000 Judeans. The world was going crazy. It looked like no one had control of it and it
was spiraling out of control. And what does Yeshua tell his disciples to do during this time?

Despite all the rumors of war, the actual war, the famines, the chaos, the false messiahs rising
up, leading people astray, don't get caught up in it. You stop and you watch out because the

moment you lose your focus on me and my kingdom is the moment that you lose it all.
Watch out so no one deceives you. And he says, these are just the birth pain. I say that as a
man, just. That's poetic imagery. The world is not literally pregnant, but this was a way that
the prophets used to describe and make sense of the evil in the world and the trajectory of
God's mission. Where is God taking the world despite all of these evil things that are going

on? Because birth pains are the struggle and pain that comes in waves as they build up to a
new birth, a new beginning. So all of these things happening are just birth pains. The waves
and pains that are moving us towards the birth of something beautiful, something that we

are going to cherish, something that we are going to embrace in love. So don't sweat the
birth pains. They have to come for what's ultimately going to come. Certainly don't get

caught up in thinking the birth pains are actually the thing. The birth pains aren't the thing.
They're the things that lead us to the thing. Stay focused. And something I want to point out
because it's so interesting is Yeshua seems, again, many people read it differently. Everybody

say, that's okay. That's what I hope you take away. Number two, I would love also as a
byproduct for you to... to be absolutely more in love with your Bible and what the biblical
authors that God used wrote to us about the one true Messiah and King. So, yeah, so let's

continue. Verse 9 in Matthew 24. They will hand you over to be persecuted and they will kill
you. You will be hated by all nations because of my name. Then many will fall away, betray

one another, and hate one another. Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.
Because lawlessness will multiply. The love of many will grow cold. What question is he

answering? I know it's redundant. He's still questioning. Okay, we can assume. I mean, that's
my assertion. Still answering the first question. Do we have documentation of false prophets
rising up and deceiving others and love growing cold to the disciples of Christ and believers
being handed over to be persecuted during this next generation? Like I used to frame this
scenario out to be like the tribulation that's coming for me. And don't worry. I mean, every,
yes, you are called. Book of Revelation is very clear. Every generation is called to stand and

endure through whatever birth pains they have to, to represent the thing that is coming. But I
used to make this like totally about me and not the disciples at all. But like, here's the thing.
Like this is totally the book of Acts. This is totally the book of Acts, what he's describing here.

Like within the timeline that Yeshua himself sets up. That's it. That's the detailing chronicle of
what took place when these things took place. And sometimes we want to be so obsessed
with processing current events in light of scripture that we purge out the seemingly, in my

opinion, obvious demonstration that the biblical author has already told us about. And please
don't misunderstand me. I'm not saying this only happened in the first century. Of course it
didn't. This is something that continues to happen in every generation. We have pressure

from the outside closing in because our faith demonstrates this radical idea and persecution
comes. People mock us. And we have people on the inside as well that divide the fellowship
and become these false prophets by redirecting the focus from Yeshua and everything that

he taught toward something else. Or the essence of God's love will grow cold due to
wickedness and lawlessness. but we know from the book of Acts that this occurred but yes it

sounds like something we experience today but it also sounds like something the early
Christians experience 300 years after Yeshua and it sounds like something that the early
Christians or the mid-christians experience through the Middle Ages and guess what it's

gonna sound like something the Christians are going through a hundred years from now and
200 300 years from now as well every generation Yeshua is speaking in apocalyptic language

like a prophet He's speaking about a short-term event using language that is cosmic in
depth. Like this is what it's going to look like for Jerusalem, but it's not going to stop there. It's

just beautiful how Matthew preserved that detail. I don't know. Yeah, so it can be kind of
applicable today, even though he's answering a question that took place in 70 AD. And it's
just a constant reminder. Like every generation likes to believe that their tension and crisis

and chaos and craziness is the culmination of the end of the world. Like we're the generation.
And we could be. I don't think we deserve it. We could be. And it's so easy to get in that

mindset. But here Yeshua says, hold up. Even if that's true, stay focused. Don't be deceived.
And don't deceive yourself. So what does Yeshua recommend we do, or his disciples

specifically do, during times of craziness? Well, Yeshua actually kind of leaves us Two little
details, I believe. And they're found in Matthew 24, 13 and 14. And here's what he says. But the
one who endures to the end will be saved. Love that. Back in my religious extremism days, I

took this verse as a challenge. Okay, like there's a war coming, so I need to prep with as many
guns as possible as if like I need to kill a bunch of infidels. And like, if I can kill enough and

endure in battle enough and like fight hard enough, I'll be saved. I'm not joking. Like I come
from a past of religious idolatry where I happily sacrificed the message of Yeshua and his love

to the world for my own arrogant, prideful agenda to want to be my own God and rule my
own world the way that I wanted to rule it. And I repent for ever being in that state of mind.
But Yeshua is telling his disciples here, so like keep your focus and allegiance on him. and to

continue enduring and living out his teachings. Basic teachings, Zach hit on it during the
Torah portion. Love God and love your neighbor. This has nothing to do with prepping or

having guns or being ready for war. This has to do with exactly what he just said in the verse
before it. Don't be deceived. Don't be an accomplice to division. Don't allow your own

emotions to deceive others away from the heart of Yeshua. And don't allow your love or say
his love in you grow cold. It does not matter what play is being acted out, guys. It's the same
stage and you have been given one script to read no matter what anyone else says the play
is. You keep reading that script. You keep doing your part. Oh, the Taliban has taken over the
capital of Afghanistan. Okay. Love God and love my neighbor. Masks are being mandated or

masks are not being mandated. Okay, love God and love my neighbor. Yeah, but there's
protests breaking out everywhere because of this political uprising. Okay, love God and love

my neighbor. Endure till the end in loving God and loving my neighbor, not loving myself and
manipulating what it means to love my neighbor as myself so I can justify what I really want
to say or do. That's called being a deceiver of Christ. And number two, the second thing that

Yeshua kind of hints at here, and it's more of a hopeful thing, is, and this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come. Yeshua here is confirming that despite how bad it gets when Jerusalem is going to
be destroyed, despite how chaotic the world seems, his disciples, despite how persecuted they

or you are, the fall of Jerusalem will not be the end. It won't. We are still going to have a
mission beyond this little blip birth pain in history. This will come and go. The mission will stay
the same. You continue living through your thoughts and through your words and through

your actions the message of hope of Yeshua. That is the mission. And despite the world
looking like it's about to end with the wars and the rumors of wars and famines and

earthquakes and Romans coming and burning down the holy city and toppling the temple,
it's not. Despite that, the mission will continue and the good news of my kingdom will engulf
the world. That's what he says. Golly, can I get an amen? Like that's what he says. That's the
hope. Okay, well, how long is that going to take, Yeshua? And then the end will come. How
long is that going to take after Jerusalem falls? Well, the message will continue spreading
until Yeshua returns. Okay, but when will that be? And Yeshua is like, I don't know. Because

the conclusion of the mission is not as important as the marching orders given to you for the
mission. You're not meant to focus on when that, when's the mission over? Just do your duty.

March it out. It's going to come. March it out. Stand firm and bear witness to the good news of
Yeshua. That should be the most overwhelming thing that occupies your mind as a believer.
The events going on in the world are super important. And Yeshua totally cared about the

world around him. He never wanted his followers to be apathetically disconnected from the
world in the name of being set apart or holy. He wanted us to engage it. That's why we're sent
to it. But he also, here is warning that there is a very real threat that you can be absorbed into
the same fear and speculation that the world is obsessed with and idolizes. And you can even
do it in the name of Jesus. No, you stand firm. Verse 15 says, So when you see the abomination
of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel standing in the holy place, look at this footnote
Matthew puts it. Matthew was so smart. He's my favorite. Look at what he says. He says, let
the reader understand. That's cryptic, right? It's code. Then those in Judea must flee to the
mountains. So I love this. Yeshua refers to an Old Testament prophet, Daniel, and he pulls a

vision from Daniel and formulates it as also taking place as a sign of what is going to happen
when Jerusalem falls, right? Yeshua is still answering the first question, and he's using the

same type of language. And Matthew even puts a footnote in here. Let the reader
understand. Like, in other words, make sure you're steeped in the prophets to understand
this. What took place in the Jewish war with the Romans was between a four-year stretch

from 66 AD to 70 AD. And Rome fought the Judeans, and they invaded Jerusalem, and they
went into the temple, and they sacked it. And I think I have a picture. There's a neat thing in

Rome here. It's called the Ark of Titus, the general that led kind of the revolution, the
overthrow of Jerusalem, the Roman general. And it's a picture of a man who was And they

have this picture here. And inside of this ark, they carved this relief of, and this was built in the
first century, like after the conquest of Titus, the conquests of Titus. And look what they have

carved in there. It's the Romans carrying out the holy items of the temple. There's the
menorah. Like, wow, that's kind of like heartbreaking in a sense to see it depicted, but also the
nerd in me is like, that's so cool we have this, right? So there we go. So they went into the holy
place, these pagan Romans, and they did this. And the Romans, they went in, they sacked the

temple. And yeah, it's a reflection of what Daniel prophesied that took place by the Greeks
who during the time of the Maccabees did the exact same thing. This is what Yeshua is
referring to. He's like, let the reader understand. I'm drawing the apocalyptic prophecy,
apocalyptic literature that happened to the Maccabees and it's happening, it's going to

happen again. And Yeshua is telling his followers, when you see this happen, you get out of
Dodge. Get out. Run to the mountains. And the mountains weren't like halfway across the
country. This is Judea. There's a reason why they call them the Judean mountains. It's all
mountains. right outside of Jerusalem, mountains. Jerusalem is argued to be a little hill, a

small mountain. It's mountains everywhere. Get out of Dodge. And Yeshua is saying,
essentially Yeshua is saying, when you see the Romans coming, get out because this isn't

your fight. This isn't your fight. There are going to be those who will stay and fight. There will
be those who will try to take up arms and fight the Romans when this happens. And I am not
calling you to join in that earthly revolution. What's he tell Simon Peter? He's If you live by the

sword, you will die by the sword. And that is exactly what happened to every revolutionary
who in their zeal and passion for Jerusalem picked up arms against the Roman army. They
passionately died. And Yeshua says, yeah, this is a result of man's unrepentant evil. This isn't
your fight. This is a product of wrath. People giving, giving over. to what they truly want, and

that is to be just like the world, and this is how the world operates. Verse 17. the kind that
hasn't taken place from the beginning of the world until now and will never again.

Apocalyptic language, right? Unless those days were cut short, no one would be saved. But
those days will be cut short because of the elect. So Yeshua is describing the fall of Jerusalem.
I mean, the mountains of Judea, not the mountains of North Carolina, Judea and Jerusalem.

But in verse 21 here, and I highlighted it, He starts using language that it's almost like he's
flip-flopping. Like, no, that's like end of the world language. Like, I know we're talking about
Jerusalem and this little birth pain that's going to happen, but that is straight up end of the
world language. Never will again. Right? And I'm not trying to make a mockery. Like, that's

how it's portrayed. What kind of language is Yeshua using? Apocalyptic poetry, if you will. And
there are some, and I was reminded of this by another scholar that I have a ton of respect for,
that there are several camps when reading this verse, and that's okay. Some camps take this

like, To literally mean nothing worse has ever happened and will never happen again than
whatever this verse is talking about. Like the drowning of every inhabitant on earth in the
flood was not even close as bad as whatever this verse is talking about. And that's okay to

have that train of thought. I disagree with it, but that's okay. And the reason I disagree with it
is because this phrase is frequently used throughout the Old Testament throughout the

prophets speaking about all kinds of short-term situations. Daniel 12.1, Joshua 10.14, Joel 2.2,
Jeremiah 37, Ezekiel 16.16, Jeremiah 2.10, 1 Samuel 4.7. The Philistines quoted this in response

to them encountering the God of Israel. Ezekiel 5.9, Ezekiel prophesies this when he
prophesies what is going to happen when Jerusalem gets destroyed by the Babylonians the

first time. It's a frequently used phrase throughout the entire Hebrew Bible. So again, my
assertion, hyperbolic apocalyptic language, and Yeshua was known also for using

exaggerations. Yeshua exaggerated quite a bit for a shock factor. Yeah, tear out your eye.
Causes you to sin? Just spoon. Why a spoon? Hurts more. I mean, just tear it out. Some feel

very strongly this verse has nothing to do with the destruction of Jerusalem. It has to do with
the coming end of the world and the great tribulation and the Antichrist. Fine. I would like to
point out that we have another gospel account. We actually have four, but we have another

gospel writer that recorded this exact same conversation. and it's Luke. And Luke, well, he
uses this exact wording, and he specifically says it has to do with Jerusalem. So if you want to

make a footnote, it's in Luke chapter 21, starting in verse 20. And we're going to see, just
compare. See if Luke gives us closure that Yeshua is still answering question number one in

Matthew 24. When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its
desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let those in the city

get out and let those in the country not enter the city for the time of punishment and
fulfillment of all that has been written. How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant

women and nursing mothers. There will be a great distress in the land and the wrath against
this people. They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all nations. Jerusalem

will be trampled by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled." Here's that
apocalyptic language. So Luke, still using that language, seems to very intentionally make it

known multiple times. Let's talk about Jerusalem being attacked. So Matthew 24, let's just
keep reading. We're good? Are we still good? Okay, verse 23. Okay. Look out! When the world

is on fire, sometimes we go searching for hope because we've allowed fear to overtake us.
And many times we seek out people who claim to be followers of Yeshua or claim to be
people full of faith or claim to be prophets of God and we latch on to them. How many

Christian ministries got an intake of donations during the elections because they were so
confident in their prophecies that a specific candidate would win, intentionally catering and

exploiting a specific political group who also just happens to have a tendency to be Christian?
Was that too soon? When things are going down in the Middle East... How many ministries

raise up claiming to have divine knowledge of prophecy because they know for a fact Yeshua
is coming back on the 18th of next month? So we follow. Why? Because it's so attractive when

someone has a hope that we're lacking. It's so nice to be comforted because someone at
least appears to be driving. And all Yeshua is saying is endure. Endure. I know it's a roller

coaster. I know the world is on fire. I know it seems scary. Remember your job. Love God and
love your neighbor. And do not shroud those two things with the blanket of what's going on in

the world. Love your neighbor despite what is going on around you. Love your neighbor
despite how afraid they are and how they act out and how they don't have the peace and
shalom of these very words of Yeshua in their lives. You love them anyway. Love them and

pull them out of that world. Don't jump into it. And don't be deceived when others call you to
waver in where Christ has planted you. Matthew 24, verse 29. Immediately after the

tribulation of those days. Again, what is Yeshua talking about here? That's some strong
language. Is he still talking about question number one? Or did he skip and start answering

question number two and then flip back? I'm going to assert that he's still answering
question number one. And he says a few verses later that this generation will not pass until
they see all of this. So I don't believe this is the end of the world. But man, why does it sound

like that? He's using the same type of language and genre of language. Common in the
prophets. But nerd card, Tom. So how does Yeshua describe what is going to happen after

the tribulation of those days, the days leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem? After the
false prophets and the persecution of the disciples and like all of that, what is going to

happen after that? The sun will be darkened. The moon will not give its light. The cosmos will
be shaken. Gosh, why does that sound so familiar? Oh, wait, that's from the quote of Isaiah
that we started at the beginning of this message, Isaiah chapter 13. It's the same wording.

Isaiah is not the only one to use it. But what was Isaiah talking about? Isaiah used this
language to describe God's wrath on the destruction of what city? Babylon, the city that
Yeshua calls wicked in Luke. Yeshua is using the same language for the destruction of

Jerusalem, a city of wickedness that Isaiah used for Babylon. the city of wickedness that will
fall matthew then re like matthew then records in in verse 34 that this generation will not
pass away before witnessing all of this he quotes yeshua being uh taken on the clouds of

heaven which is a quote from daniel 7 It's a prophecy of the Son of Man after he is killed by
the beast. And somehow the beast is allowed to exhaust his power on this Son of Man figure

in this prophecy. And it kills the Son of Man. But somehow, and it's kind of vague in the
prophecy, it's through the beast killing the Son of Man that the beast is then defeated. And
then the prophecy goes on to state that the Son of Man is then vindicated and he comes

riding on the clouds of heaven up to the throne room of God to sit down. Some would argue
it's about him coming back on the clouds of heaven. I see it as this is what's going to happen.
The end is not yet because of this birth pain. In fact, just like he said before, the gospel is going

to be sent out. Whether it's angels or messengers, you can play with that Greek word,
whatever, it's a cool discussion. Something about... The gathering of God's people is going to

take place. The identity will come together as a result of the Son of Man riding on the cloud of
heaven to launch forth and birth forth this eternal kingdom on earth. Guys, I don't know

where you're at today, but I do know you are somewhere between apathy concerning the
craziness of this world right now and extreme obsession on an unhealthy level. Somewhere

between those two, each of us finds ourselves. And even though I don't believe this scripture is
not speaking about the events we're encountering today, Yeshua still gives us two things to

focus on in the midst of them. Number one, endure. Endure. Endure. Do not give in to the
anxiety and fear. Do not give in to bitterness and malice. Do not give in to hatred and being

overtaken by the narrative that the world wants to feed you. Love God and love your
neighbor. You endure the message that Yeshua commanded we follow. Those are the things

people need to see. Not your position on masks or vaccines or your political stance in this
single country of the world. Have those things. Please do. But Yeshua calls you to endure with
his love apart from all of it. And number two, keep spreading the gospel. Overtake the world
with that message. That's all he prepares you with. Do it. That's it. If it's the end of the world,

then that is the standard he has set for good and faithful servants. That's the standard. What
does the world know you for as a follower of Yeshua? Like right now, what does the world

believe you stand for? And if you're here today and you have never heard that, I want you to
know today that God has not sent you to be consumed by fear, by not knowing what to do,

not knowing if I should be involved in a revolution. You're already involved in one. You're
already involved in one. It fills your whole plate. At least it should. Maybe I should fight the

Romans. Maybe I should fight the Romans. Maybe I should be swayed by someone speaking
half-truths with confidence. I'm here to tell you today that the mission of Yeshua, like that he
gives, is so simple. It's so simple. Endure what he expects his followers to endure. Endure the

temptation to lose your focus on him. Endure the temptation to harbor unforgiveness. Endure
the temptation to judge someone else on how they are responding to the world outside,

burning with the fires of hell. endure loving people like Yeshua loves you. This is how he told
his disciples to endure the tribulation in Matthew 24 that took place in 70 AD. And it's how he
advises us to endure any tribulation we would experience in our generation. And this is what

we teach our children and how to endure any tribulation they would experience in their
generation. There will be wars and rumors of wars. but the end is not yet. Live out Yeshua in
the midst of it. Please stand. Worship team, you guys can come up. During worship, guys, I
love how we conclude with worship because it's a time for us to meditate on his word and
also our relationship with him and to give praise. But I'd like for you to meditate on where

God has actually placed you in your life. What noise is going on all around you? Who are you
called to be in the midst of all of it? Guys, If you need prayer today, during this time of worship,

we have a prayer team that is ready and available and excited to come alongside you and
pray with you. And I'm not gonna claim I know what you're going through, but I am gonna

say, if you have been told or pressured to carry around that burden with you everywhere you
go, every day, when you go to sleep at night, when you wake up, that is not the burden that
Yeshua calls you to bear. You can leave that here today. The thing that he calls us to do is to

stand firm in the love that he has given to us to reciprocate back to the world. Alvino Malkinu,
our father, our king, father, I thank you for this time together on your holy Shabbat, the day

that testifies of rest, of shalom, of peace, of a world that is not filled with chaos and craziness,
but a world that is ruled by your son, Yeshua. Father, I ask that the Spirit that you said is

already within us. Father, I ask for that Holy Spirit to be active every moment of every day.
That when we experience the hellfires outside, the uncertainty outside, when we experience
the wars and rumors of wars, when we experience the famines and the earthquakes, that

that Spirit would be a constant reminder of the peace that we have and the hope that you've
promised. That the end is not yet. This is simply a birth pain. on the trajectory of something
great. That we would stand firm and endure to witness that. Thank you Father for this time
together. We thank you for your Son. We thank you for your presence. In Yeshua's name we
pray. Amen. Thank you, Vandrells, and I hope you enjoyed this message. Founded in Truth
exists to build a community that bears the image of God and lives the redeemed life only

Yeshua gives. If this message impacted you or if this ministry has been a blessing to you, we
invite you to take part in making sure the message of Yeshua and the truth of God's word
continues to reach others. To make sure this happens, you can donate through our online
giving portal at foundinatruth.com slash give or by texting any amount to 704-275-0752.

Don't forget to like and subscribe for new content every single week. And we thank you for
your continued support. And we look forward to seeing you next time. Shalom.
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