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I want to let you guys know that this has been a very fun topic for me to review. It's been a
difficult topic for me to review. And I want to let you guys know that looking at Scripture at a

very difficult topic as the afterlife, you can come to many different conclusions using
Scripture. Sometimes it gets vague. As I say before, I say this many times, Scripture was

written for you, but it was not written to you. It was written to an ancient culture of people as
a testimony of their God. Right? And so they had the details, they understood the concepts

within their culture, they understood what Scripture was telling them even if it didn't go into
great detail, whereas we are left, here we are thousands of years later, with some topics

reviewing and wondering where's the commentary? And so that's what I set out to do with
this study of the afterlife. We're taught in many denominations and many fellowships that
when we die, we go to heaven or hell, one or the other. We're taught that perhaps we just

sleep until the resurrection because we know there's a resurrection. That's probably the most
important thing in scripture. And we're taught many different things for many different

reasons. I've put a lot of time into researching this because I want to make sure that I build a
solid case for you guys. I'm actually leaving out about 70% of my research in this topic. Okay,
and so if I suggest something that's fine. You can take it as a suggestion You don't have to

agree with everything I say in this topic. That's okay, too We can disagree about the afterlife
because we're all gonna know who we're all gonna know what's right when we you know
pass away But in my studies, this is this is what I've come across and so we know from last

week from last week in and the week before, we know that according to scripture, we go to a
place called Sheol. You guys remember? Sheol is, no one really knows what the word means,
but it's synonymous with the grave. It's the netherworld. It's the underworld. It's a dark place.

It's a damp place. The only things to eat are dirt and mire, dust. It's not a very fun place, at
least from what the prophets tell us. Psalms 89, 48 states, what man can live and never see
Sheol? Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? This power of death, this power of

this final destination of your soul. The idea was that everyone went there. This was Job's
biggest problem. Why he was so angry at God is because he did not feel like justice was being
served between the righteous and the wicked in this world. And then if everyone just goes to

Sheol in the end, then how is he going to be vindicated for his suffering in his life? We see
various verses here where Sheol is taken as a physical place where people go to. And for those

of you who were here the other week, Sheol, when it was translated into the Greek
Septuagint, it was translated as the word Hades. You guys heard of the word Hades? Disney's
Hercules and stuff, because that place, dark place. In the New Testament, most of the times
where you see the word hell, hellfire, hell, it's Hades, right? Right? Sheol is synonymous with
the word Hades and then Hades is always translated to the word hell which kind of makes

me chuckle a little bit because according to the Tanakh we all go to hell. I don't come to our
church. This is what This is what mistranslation does. This is what happens when we look at

something and we don't understand where the origin came from. We look at something and
we see hell and automatically we think of this fiery place where the devil is at with a pitchfork

and so on and so forth and he rules and reigns over hell, but we know that the origin of this
word hell is simply the netherworld. It's not a very happy place and we're going to get more

into that as we proceed, but Genesis 37, 35, you guys remember this story of Jacob and Jacob
had how many sons? And how many daughters? At least in scripture, we know at least one.
But he had one son that was beloved amongst all the rest before Benjamin was born. And

this was a son by the name of Joseph. And he loved Joseph. He honored Joseph. He esteemed
Joseph amongst all of his other brothers. He made him a coat of honor, multicolored jacket.

And his brothers became jealous of this. And so his brothers ended up selling him off as a
slave. You guys remember the story. He ends up being esteemed as second only to Pharaoh
in the end. But what did the brothers do to convince his father that Joseph was gone? They
took his jacket, they killed a goat, they put blood all over, and they handed it back to Jacob

saying, Jacob, look, a wild animal has gotten a hold of Joseph and torn him apart. He is dead.
And Jacob mourned deeply. Verse 35 states that All of his sons and daughters came to

comfort him, but he refused to be comforted, saying, No, I will continue to mourn until I join
my son in Sheol. So his father wept. Father's love. I will not be comforted until I hold my son in
my arms again. I will not be comforted until I see my son again. I will not be comforted until I

am with my son again in Sheol. Everybody knew they were going there eventually. Something
we haven't touched on yet is... kind of some modern-day mourning rites in some major faiths.

We're going to touch on Judaism today. Remember we spoke about Sheol, and it is a dark
place, right? Scripture states that even light is black in Sheol. Even the sun is black in Sheol,

right? And we spoke about every single Israelite grave, tomb that we found, at least from the
Iron Age, had burnt lamps buried in them. In other words, when they buried a family member
or ancestor, they would put the body in the grave, sometimes with some food here and there,
flowers, whatever, but they would put a burning lamp inside the grave with the corpse and let

it burn out after sealing the tomb. This can only be in anticipation for the dark place that
they're going to so that they can see, they can travel, so on and so forth. Even if it's not
legitimate, probably didn't think that they actually had an oil lamp, even if it was just

symbolic, it's all the same thing. Today, there is a morning rite in Judaism called Yahrzeit. It's
a Yiddish word, and this is a morning ritual that's done on the anniversary of a dead loved

one. And on this day, typically family members will fast. They won't go to parties. They will not
go to any joyful events, and they will buy a candle, and it will be a candle that burns for 24
hours on this one day to illuminate at least the remembrance of the soul of their loved one.

Sometimes if you go to synagogue services, they will have an electronic candle system in the
back where you can have a plaque of a loved one that you put up there, and you can go to

the back and you can hit a light to turn on the light to remember them. Even today, this ritual
of light signifying the remembrance of a loved one who has passed on into Sheol is still a

standard. Proverbs 23, 13, this was a fun verse. Do not withhold discipline from a child. If you
strike him with a rod, he will not die. This is supposed to be comforting the parents during this
age in Scripture. There are some things in Scripture we don't understand about Sheol. Some
of you may have caught this in part two. I didn't elaborate on it. Sometimes Sheol is a place
where is described where the wicked specifically go. Now we have some scriptures that say
everybody goes to Sheol. Of course everybody's gonna die. Who can rescue them from the

power of Sheol, the clutches of Sheol? They're all gonna go to this place, but specifically
throughout scripture we have an identifier that specifically hones in on the wicked going to

Sheol. What is this division? This doesn't make sense. The writer of Proverbs is elaborating. He
says, listen, if you strike your kids, they're not going to die. Now this isn't talking about

spanking, guys. I know a lot of people use these verses and be like, should I spank my kids?
Should I not? In the culture this was written, they didn't spank their kids. They smacked them

over the head with a stick. You see this? Hit them with a rod. In our culture, we have many
varying parenting rights and standards. Back then, knock him upside the head. Beat him

with a rod. It won't kill him. If you strike him with a rod, your child, you will save his soul from
Sheol. What this is indicating is you will not hasten his arrival at Sheol. You will save him from

the elements of the wicked when they go down Sheol faster than the living, faster than the
righteous. If you discipline your children, you will keep them out of trouble. You will keep them

from turning to wicked ways and you will save them from Sheol. But perhaps it goes to a
deeper level. Psalms 9:17, "The wicked shall return to Sheol, all the nations that forget God."

Here we have again another verse that's stating, emphasizing the wicked are going to Sheol.
Why is it stating that the wicked go to Sheol when we already know they go to Sheol? Psalms

31:17, "Let the wicked be put to shame. Let them go silently to Sheol." Why is scripture
emphasizing the wicked so much in Sheol? A lot of people will read these verses and say,

"Well, there we go. Sheol really is hell, and then all the righteous go to heaven." But we don't
find any scripture that really supports that part. Sometimes when we look at other cultures

surrounding the biblical narrative that existed, we can gain some insight as to what the
mindset was in Israel. When I say that, remember when we were studying the story of

Gilgamesh in part one? Did you guys find that interesting? I didn't go into a whole lot of
detail. I started to in part one. You'll see me go, you know, guys, I'm about to go somewhere
that no other churches or fellowships will go. And what I was fixing to tell you about is more
details of the story of Gilgamesh. The part about a flood. The part about a figure that that

resembles Noah and an ark that saves all of mankind from the wrath of the gods. After
Enkidu died, Gilgamesh, the story goes, sought after this Noah figure and said, listen, I don't
want to die. Remember he heard about, you guys remember, he heard all about the afterlife
and freaked out. I don't want to go there. How do I survive? How do I stay alive? So he seeks
out this Noah figure who survived the flood and says, listen, I've got to stay alive forever. And
this figure tells him about a plant or a tree of life that if he eats of it, he will gain immortality.
It's at the bottom of the ocean in the deep. And so Gilgamesh straps on some stones to his

legs and he jumps in the ocean and he sinks all the way to the bottom and he sees this
thorny little bush plant thing and he rips it out of the ground and he swims to the top and

he's victorious. He has this tree of life in the Babylonian epic. And he gets up and he's about to
chow down, you know. He's about to eat this thing. I'm going to be immortal. But he decides
to hop in the jacuzzi and relax, maybe open some champagne. Legitimate, he takes a bath.

And he leaves the plant by his side. and of all the things that could have come a serpent
comes up and steals the plant away a serpent steals immortality away from Gilgamesh this
story was written long before the scriptures were written and so a lot of pastors priests rabbis
do not like to bring up this story because it could cause doubt in the fellowship it could cause
doubt in the believing body you mean did it make you uncomfortable me telling you about
the story that existed before scripture and has all these same elements And so most people
will avoid this, but I love it. Because in our Bible, which we believe, right? In our Bible, which

we know is true, it talks about how everybody started where? In the garden. Everybody
started in the garden with the knowledge of God. Everybody started with the understanding
of God. And everybody went out forth from the garden through Adam and Eve and so on and

so forth. And then everybody started to get stupid. Matthew's version. And people began to
have a corporate mission to reach God without going through the proper channels. And so

everybody began to build a tower. You guys are familiar with the story of the Tower of Babel.
And God punished them how? He divided up their languages and sent them to different

areas. They scattered from that point. Different languages, they formed different cultures all
over the world. and thus began the population of the world. That's a summed up version. If

this is true in the Bible, if this is true, if it's not just a fairy tale, I believe it's true, then that
means that every single element that happened in the garden, every single element that

happened with the flood, every single element that happened before the Tower of Babel has
to be found in different cultures around the world. It has to. So when I read about faith, it's

scattered everywhere. Everyone has a faith about a stupid flood, right? and a boat or some
type of an egg in some religion, something that carries life through the flood, I see a

testimony of our God. I see a testimony of our scriptures. I see a testimony of the covenant. I
get excited. When I see an ancient culture like Babylon talking about some of the same

elements, where did it come from? Could it have come from the very same place that we
know it to come from? The origin, the scriptures, Adam and Eve. And so when I see these

things, I see a testimony and it makes me excited about my faith because it just solidified it.
So looking at, through comparative research at other fellowships, other kingdoms, other
nations outside of Israel, really gives us an insight of what was going on in the scriptures,

especially when we get stumped on some scriptures that some scholars say are controversial
and contradictory. Everybody goes to Sheol because everybody's going to die, but yet only the

wicked are really emphasized of going to Sheol. What about the righteous? Among the...
Naya-Kauza people, it is only the lucky ones who enter Kabuzuka-Bowa-Manunu. Didn't

know we were gonna start talking about tongues today, did we? One of the cultures that I
decided to look at outside of the Near Eastern culture, such as Canaan, Mesopotamia, Egypt,

was a little bit more west and south. Remember, in scripture it greatly emphasized the
Kushites and the Nubian kingdoms of Africa, right? But we never really do any comparative

studies to those types of kingdoms. When they were right there with Israel, they were
ingrained in Israel. So I decided to do that. I decided to reach out, take a step out, and let's

research afterlife in Africa. It's not too far. Today, the Nyakausa people are in southern
Tanzania. You got Uganda and Kenya and right under there, Tanzania, and they're in the

south area. And they believed you go to this place called It's impressive just that I was able to
say that. The place of reliable and excellent shades, the souls of their ancestors, who remain

connected with their relatives, both the dead and the living. This division within the hereafter,
the netherworld, kabusa-uka, In other words, at least in this tribal culture, they believe that

they went to Sheol, And it was a horrible place. It was a prison just like the Sheol and the
Tanakh. Kept under guard. Remember the king of terror and Job? Whatever that is. But there

was an asylum for the people of their tribal community. The people that were in the
covenant, they believed. An asylum that existed within the netherworld. The Akumba people

in eastern Kenya speak of death as joining the company of one's grandfathers. The venerable
forebears populating one's genealogical tree. You guys want to read something interesting?

Still with me? Go back one. There we go. By the same token, the Nyaka'uza people of
Tanzania and Malawari comfort the grieving by assuring them their relatives have gone to be

with their fathers. It's really the same all throughout Africa and has been in the tribal
afterwards. In other words, not only did they believe they go to this dark, damp place of the
netherworld, they believed that there was an asylum there, away from the darkness, away
from the torment of the dust, away from the dryness, where they would gather with their

people. Now several different things in African culture played into your arrival into the asylum
instead of outside of the asylum. One of it was place of burial. But a main indicator was being

in covenant with your tribe. And so when people would die, even till today, this day, when
people die in these tribes, they are told, you're gonna go be with your fathers. You're going to

go rest with your fathers. You're going to go rest with your people. You're going to be with
your people in the asylum of Sheol. No one has a clue where I'm going with this. ancestors

within the hereafter, the netherworld, are in a unique place of togetherness and solace within
an otherwise barren and hostile netherworld. Amid parching, withering surroundings, it is a

place of asylum. It is also a tight-knit exclusive circle. Only the fortunate dead may rest within
its protective embrace. Page 666 of Funerary Practices in Ancient Israel. Genesis 25:8, the

death of Abraham. Then Abraham breathed his last breath and then died at a good old age.
an old man full of years, and he was gathered to his people. Anybody ever read that verse

before? It means he was buried with his ancestors probably. Even though he left his
ancestors, he left his family, and he went down to Canaan alone with just his group of people.

And he died, and he was gathered to his people. Some scholars will say that just means he
was buried with the bones of his people. And so when we go to his son Isaac, then he

breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people. Maybe that just means the same
thing. He died and he was gathered. His bones were gathered up with Abraham, right?

Maybe with Jacob. When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew up his
feet into his bed, breathed his last, and was gathered to his people. We all know they were

buried in the same place. And so the idea that maybe this has to do with a spiritual
netherworld, some type of asylum. Maybe their souls are being regathered in a place outside

of this world can be disputed. with a lot of weight because we know they were all buried
together, right? But what about with Aaron? Aaron will be gathered with his people. Aaron

died in the desert, guys. He wasn't buried with any ancestral burial grounds. Moses, and after
you've seen it, you too will be gathered to your people as your brother Aaron. It's also repeated

in Deuteronomy. Moses died alone on Mount Nebo. He wasn't buried with anyone, and yet
scripture says he was gathered with his people. Could this be a connection? Could this be a

parallel? Could this be an indicator of what ancient Israel believed? When the saints die, are
they gathered together with the souls that are like-minded with them and covenant with

them? Judges 2:10. After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another
generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel. The

righteous, the last semi-righteous generation of Israel was gathered together with their
people. Could this phrase be indicating something a little bit more complicated than simply

dying and going to heaven or hell? Anybody find this interesting? I guess better. Here's a
quote from Dr. Stephen Cook from Funerary Practices and Afterlife Expectations in Ancient
Israel. Remaining integrated in a tribal commuter fellowship in the dark, dank, and lonely

environment known as Sheol was key. Being gathered to one's tribal people was synonymous
with asylum in Sheol. Remember we were speaking about in part two how Sheol is just a

horrid place. No one wants to go there. And the fact that Sheol exists, the fact that it is not a
place that you go and get little foot rubs and massages and you have like an angelic

mariachi band just at your will playing for you and it's just a wonderful place, is the fact that
death and the result of death, your soul being kept in a reservoir, is direct result with what?
Sin. Because the wages of sin are death. Therefore, no part of death was ever meant to be

happy. It was never a part of the origin of creation. It was never supposed to exist. But what
about the righteous? Teshuvah. What about those who repent? What about those who call

out to God and proclaim the covenant with Him? Is there asylum from this place? The
opposite of this scenario was also true. If being connected to one's people was the prime
circumstances, then being cut off from one's people was the worst case scenario. We run

across verses sometimes that we've overlooked before, such as this one, Exodus 31:14.
"Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy to you." What Sabbath? It's a covenant, right? It's a

signet of the covenant. "Keep it holy to you. Anyone who desecrates it must be put to death."
So they're going to die. And then the verse is followed up with what? "Whoever does any work

on that day must be cut off from his people." That could just be, you know, a metaphor for
they're going to be killed and they're going to be cut off, right? I mean, it could just be a

metaphor. Say to the Israelites, any Israelites or alien living in Israel who gives any of their
children to Molech, we already talked about that last time, must be put to death. So the

people are going to put him to death, right? The people of the community are to stone him.
And in verse 3, I will set my face against that man. I will cut him off from his people. For by

giving his children to Molech, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. So
God says, people kill this man in your community, but me, I am going to cut him off from his
people. The idea here is that being cut off from your people could possibly mean cut off from
the asylum in Sheol. Not talking about the lake of fire, not talking about resurrection, just in
Sheol. Cut off from your ancestors. How about verses that indicate you'll be cut off without

being put to death? Genesis 17, 13. Whether born in your household or bought with your
money, they must be circumcised. My covenant is in your flesh. is to be an everlasting

covenant. Any uncircumcised male who has not been circumcised in the flesh will be cut off
from his people. He has broken my covenant, not part of my covenant. If anyone eats blood,
that person will be cut off from his people. The hypothesis goes, guys, is that in Sheol, at least
in other kingdoms outside of Israel, there existed a place of asylum, a place of peace where

you saw your loved ones again, a place where you were shielded by a hedge—we're going to
speak about that later— A place where you were gathered with your people. You may not

have been active. You didn't have the ruach. You didn't have your battery pack, but you were
conscious enough to be resting with the generations of your family in the covenant of

Abraham. But there's also another scenario where if you transgress the covenant, you would
be cut off from that asylum, forced to walk the dark, damp world of Sheol until the

resurrection. Some morbid stuff, isn't it? Crazy. Just a suggestion. It's just a very interesting
study. Living relatives and friends strove to perpetuate a caring and mutual relationship with

their departed loved ones as long as their minds and bodies allow. Most especially, this is
done through practices of memory and invocation to the tribal afterlifes of Africa. The idea is

that You would want to stay connected in any way possible with your community and the
living as well as the dead. Because if there's ever going to be a resurrection, which we believe,
a big part of our faith is a resurrection, if we believe that, then we're never really cut off from
our people, even if they're living. Right? And so the idea with the tribal afterlife is that your

tribe would always be your tribe. They would always be your tribe whether they were dead or
alive. They would always be connected through memory whether they were dead or alive.
This is why in Judaism we light the candle for 24 hours on the anniversary of the deceased.

Keep the memory alive. Honor them with the memory. Right? One culturally accepted way to
wait one's soul in the Abrahamic asylum amidst Sheol was through the lineage of the living,
one's progeny. So I'm about to venture into an area of cultural expectations. Now scripture
speaks about what I'm fixing to say a little bit, but the culture really enhanced it, and we're
going to read that in the book of Ruth. In other words, at least in Africa, and I'm not saying
this is exactly the same in Israel. You guys still with me? It's not the same in Israel. In Africa,
they believed that if you had offspring, it would help secure your place in the afterwards in

the asylum, right? They had those babies. That's why they're so important, at least in Africa.
But we're going to see at least a small remnant of this idea in the book of Ruth. You guys

know the book of Ruth? It's a love story, right? Better than Twilight, that's for sure. So the book
of Ruth starts out with a story about a woman by the name of Naomi, right? And she has two

daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, and she sends them away because their husbands are
dead and her husband's dead, and she's going to return to the land of Judea. Orpah leaves,
but Ruth says, no, your people will be my people. Your God will be my God. And this is when

Ruth is incorporated. She is grafted into Israel, if you will. She becomes a citizen, and her
lineage eventually leads to that of Yeshua. It's incredible. So she goes into the land, but there
keeps, there's chatter all through the book about a kinsman redeemer, a kinsman redeemer.
What's a kinsman redeemer? It's a redeemer of kin, right? And so we always assume that this

man, nice rich man, you know, well-dressed man, owns a farm named Boaz, is going to
redeem his kin Ruth, right? It's just interesting because Ruth isn't really his kin, but we'll just
look over that point. And so he ends up redeeming her by buying the land and marrying her
and love story ever after and so on and so forth. This is how we've always read Ruth, right?

Who's the main character in the book of Ruth? Is it Ruth? A. Is it Naomi? B. Is it Boaz? C. You
guys can, yeah? Is it D? Is it Milan? Who's Milan? Milan is the main character of the book of

Ruth, guys. Milan is Ruth's dead husband. The entire story revolves around Ruth perpetuating
the name of her dead husband. You wonder why this is the most controversial series that
we've ever studied. First clue is in the first chapter. Naomi's about to send Orpah and Ruth
away because her husband Elimelech and her two sons, Chilion and Milan, have passed
away and she sends them away. And she's saying, she says, "But Naomi said to her two

daughters-in-law, 'Go, return each of you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal with you
kindly as you have dealt with the dead with me.'" In other words, some translations say,

"Because you have dealt kindly to the dead." Maybe it's intimate rights or something. They
carried on some nice funeral for her son, something. She appreciated them because of

something they did for the deceased that honored them. But we look through the story and
we see this huge deal And long story short, if you've read the story, you know that Boaz kind

of has a thing for Ruth now, you know, after that whole like snuggling up to his feet thing, the
blanket. He kind of has a thing for her and he wants to marry her, but he's not the closest
related kin to Milan. And so he goes to the man who was closely related to Milan. He's like,

listen, man, you got to redeem the land of Naomi. Okay, you got to do that. And the guy's like,
all right, I can do that. He's like, but if you do that, you also have to marry his widow, right?

And he's like, I can't afford all that mess now. And he says, all right, well, I guess I'm the next in
line, so I'll do it. And Boaz plays this really well before the gates of the city. Ruth chapter four,
four through five. So I thought I would tell you, the man, of it and say, buy it in the presence of
those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my city. If you will redeem it, redeem it.
But if you will not, tell me that I may know for there is no one besides you to redeem it. And I
come after you, Boaz speaking to this man. And he said, I will redeem it. Then Boaz said, "Oh
no, it's gonna put a hitch in my plan." The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you
also acquire Ruth, the Moabite, Milan's widow, the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate
the name of the dead and his inheritance. So the guy kind of backpedals, "I'm not gonna be

able to do that." So Boaz marries Ruth. You guys remember what happens next? Big
celebration, right? Verse 10 in chapter 4, the last chapter of Ruth. Main character of the book
of Ruth. That was the mission. Now this could be inheritance. I'm not saying that Milan was

gonna be kicked out in Sheol or something if Ruth didn't have a child in the name of him. But
it is interesting how much weight was put on carrying on the name of the deceased in honor
into the future, into the tribe. Your name needs to be remembered for some reason. Anyone

find that interesting? How many of you guys never read this before? Never even? We got four
people. Okay. A lot of you guys were ahead of me. Torah makes slight mention of this in

Deuteronomy 25. If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a son, his widow
must not marry outside the family. Her husband's brother shall take her, marry her, and fulfill

the duty of her brother-in-law. The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the dead
brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel. Listen, man, you got to do this.

This is, for some reason, this is good. You got to do this. And if he says, I do not want to marry
her, his brother's widow shall go up to him in the presence of the elders, take off one of his
sandals, spit in his face, and say, this is what is done to the man who will not build up his

brother's family's lineage, his line. I don't know why scripture puts emphasis on this, guys. This
is one of those things where I can, you know, there's theory, there's hypothesis all around. I'm
not sure, but there's something about honoring the dead. I was taught growing up by some
pastors and fellowship leaders, once the dead are dead, just forget about them. I was told

that. Forget about them. They don't really matter anymore. They're not in this world anymore.
They're on to the better place. They're in heaven, whatnot. Scripture seems to put some type

of weight, not contacting the dead, right? Not extreme veneration, but simply honor and
remembrance of them, remembering their name, remembering their spirits, remembering
their souls, maybe remembering that you're going to see them again at the resurrection or
before. I don't know. Anyone else find this interesting? Matthew 22 verse 24. The Sadducees.

Sadducees were an interesting group. We're going to talk about them here in a minute. They
were interesting because they didn't believe in a resurrection for many reasons, which we'll
discuss here in a few minutes. But they start questioning Yeshua and they say, hey teacher,
They said, Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry
the widow and raise up the offspring for him. Even in the first century, this is being spoken

about. And of course, their question is, if there's like, you know, a bunch of brothers and they
all die, and the same woman has kids with all of them, in the resurrection, who's she going to
marry? They're trying to trip him up about the topic of the resurrection, and he just looks at
them and calls them a bunch of morons, which is what he typically does in his honor shame
battles. And then we come to another very striking verse in Psalm 16:3. "As for the saints who

are in the earth, they are the glorious ones in whom is all my delight." There's something
about the deceased that lives on in the memories of the living and also in the memories of
God, it seems. Psalm 30:16, "Sheol, the barren womb, the land which is never satisfied with
water and fire which never says enough." This is one of the only verses in the Tanakh that

actually relates fire with being correlated with Sheol. That's gonna lead us to our next slide.
How many of you guys didn't think that this subject would be this complicated? Is that okay?

I could be wrong about everything guys. I'm not even trying to say I'm 100% right about
everything. I'm just letting you know what I've studied in the research that I've done, how
deep I've gone with it. Like I said, I'm leaving out probably about 70% of everything that I

studied. This is interesting because if anything, This takes a topic that was usually about this
big around, very black and white, and breaks the mold and allows me to see that not

everything in Scripture is black and white. Sometimes things are complicated. Sometimes
things are bigger than what I thought. And when I'm studying the Scriptures, I have an ability
now to study further and deeper than I ever did before. Wow. What is the state of the dead in

this verse? What's it talking about? Are they sleeping? The dead know nothing? Then we
have other verses that speak about the dead welcoming down the king of Babylon. "You're
like one of us now. Come on down." The wicked go to Sheol. The righteous are delayed from
going to Sheol with long years and gray hairs, but eventually they go too. Death was never

supposed to be part of the plan, and the reason why I'm making it sound like such a horrible
thing, guys, is because it is. It is. That one thing that happened in the garden. unleashed

Pandora's box of horror onto creation and that was death. And so we see the idea, possibly,
Sheol is a horrible place, but for the righteous there is an asylum. You can even picture it like
an asylum. Got a little bit of light in there, have a place for the righteous to rest, not exposed
to the awfulness of outside, not exposed to the fire of Sheol in Proverbs 30. And then it leads
me into the New Testament. Because when I first started studying this topic, guys, I became
very concerned because the things I was reading in the New Testament about the afterlife
did not match the things I was reading in the Old. Completely different. It really worried me.

I'm like, was there that much of a cultural shift between the New Testament and the Old
Testament that took place? What is Paul talking about? Peter? Yeshua even? And I'm glad I
didn't stop because I kept on digging and I knew there had to be a fit and I believe there is

because everyone's familiar with this story, right? The rich man and Lazarus. You guys
familiar with it? Can we read the story? I'm excited because this story amongst Christian
churches, Catholic churches, Hebrew roots fellowships, Messianic fellowships, this story is

sometimes passed off as a literal story. Most times it's passed off as an idiom because folks
don't know how to make sense of it. I'm not claiming to be totally right, but I think personally

I've made sense of it. I'm now at peace with the story. I don't think it was an idiom. It never
says it was an idiom. Yeshua begins telling, You guys heard of Abraham's bosom, right?

When I was a kid, I used to picture Abraham's bosom as like his belly. You know? And I was a
kid. I didn't know what a bosom was. Abraham's belly. And so I pictured like this heavenly

place inside Abraham. Like, you know, he's a little poor man's running around in Abraham's
belly. Yeah! And it's a nice place. I don't know. In Greek, that word for bosom literally means

beside. The angels carried the poor man to be beside Abraham in this place. So the story
continues. The rich man also died and was buried and in hell being tormented. Right? So last

week, there's two words that are typically translated as hell in the New Testament. One is
Hades in the Greek and the other is Gehenna. Right? Gehenna. Peter throws it off. He actually
mentions Tartarus at one point and talking about the angels, but I'm not going, that's part of
the 70%. I'm not including. Guess what word hell is? Hades. Hades. According to the Tanakh,
the general place of the dead, the place where everyone goes. Being in Sheol, the rich man

was in torment. It's not a fun place. It's not eternal torment. It's not the hell with the pitchfork
devil, but it's not a fun place. Proverbs speaks of it being a place where the fire is not

quenched. Job speaks of it as a dark, damp place, danky place. Just, ah, horrible. This is where
the rich man was. And the rich man, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off. Not far up,
far off. with Lazarus at his side. Guys, I believe Yeshua was talking about Sheol. Why? Because
Abraham, Lazarus, and the rich man were all in the same place. Did I have another slide after
this? Yes, I did. The rich man ends up calling out to Abraham, "'Father Abraham, have mercy
on me and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in
anguish in this flame.'" But Abraham said, Child, remember that you in your lifetime received
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner received bad things. But now he is comforted
here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you is a great chasm, a
hedge, a threshold. And it has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to
you may not be able, and none may cross to us. Personally, I think this is talking about the
asylum. that is hinted at in the Tanakh that was believed in cross cultures throughout the
outside of Israel. Sheol, a place of torment generally for everybody because of sin. But then

there is the place where Abraham's at, where Jacob, Isaac, righteous of Israel, went the
asylum. And there was a hedge around it. There was a threshold that none could cross over. It

was sealed. It's encouraging. This asylum seemed to be known as paradise among the
Greek-influenced first century. The Greek word for paradise is, of course, paradisos. It's a loan

word from a Persian word, pardes. Those of you who have studied Jewish exegeses are
familiar with the pardes, right? The four layers of interpretation. It's what it is, paradise. If you
understand these, you reach pardes, you reach paradise. According to the New International
Dictionary of New Testament Theology, The word, at least the Persian definition of the word

paradise, is an encircling wall, a circular enclosure, a garden, also a garden or a park, an
orchard. I really like that it could mean an encircling wall, a protective wall, the dome.

Because Yeshua speaks about going to paradise. You guys remember this when he's on the
cross? Quote, gotta take a minute for my quotes. Page 18 of the history of the holy dead by
Reverend Fleming Revel. The current place where Abel, Noah, Abraham, and the rest of the
saints are waiting is in paradise, which is in Sheol. In the late 1800s, it seemed at least some
church fathers or some ministers understood this concept. They understood that everyone

goes to Sheol. Not only that, they understood that the righteous are in an asylum called
paradise within Sheol. The encircling wall, the place where the righteous and the unrighteous

do not mix. Yeshua was on the cross. Remember he had some guards up there with him,
some robbers? And one guy rejected him and the other guy accepted him, right? And

remember what Yeshua said to that guy? I say to you today, you will be with me in paradise.
Interesting? Now this verse, because a lot of people, and myself included, don't fully

understand this topic throughout Scripture, we don't make sense of it all. Sometimes... What
we'll do, and I was taught this, is we'll see that word paradise, and in the Greek Septuagint,
the word paradise, paradisos, was actually translated from the Garden of Eden, Eden, gone
Eden, right? And so what we take from that, if we don't look any further than that, is we say,
oh, well, Yeshua was going to go to the Garden of Eden, which is synonymous with heaven,

which is where we're going to go after the resurrection. At least that's what I was taught. And
so, but this verse doesn't make any sense if Yeshua says, I tell you the truth, today you will be
with me in paradise. Because if paradise, if we don't get to paradise till after heaven, then he

didn't say that today you'll be with him in paradise. And so sometimes we'll have teachers
that'll take this comma and they'll say, well, in Greek there were no commas, so they'll just

move it. So Yeshua said, I tell you the truth today, you will be with me in paradise, like
eventually. Anyone ever done a study like that? We just move to comma, it makes sense. I no
longer believe that. I think Yeshua was talking about today. Come on, bro. Don't worry. We're

going to be in paradise together. I'm going to show you. I'm going to introduce you to the
covenant father Abraham. I'm going to introduce you to Isaac, to Jacob, you know, the guy

named Israel. I'm going to introduce you to David, one who yacked about me a lot. And you're
going to be my guest of honor walking into this place because they've been waiting to see me

for a long time. There was a concept though. a dilemma amongst Judaism, especially after
the Babylonian exile and the Persians took over, the Greeks took over. How many of you guys

realize that Israel was exposed to a lot of different cultures in their existence, right? I mean,
they weren't just Israel. And they were, I mean, they have sprinkles of, of, cultural influence
injected into them. They never fully accepted any of the cultures, but they were tainted by
them. It's obvious in scripture and in the history books. First thing, they went to Babylon.

Weren't even there, you know, not too long. I mean, Greek occupation lasted such a long time.
Persian influence, long time compared to Babylon, but Babylon, they got so much influence.
That's where the synagogue started. That's when the practice of trying to continue the faith

without the existence of a temple really started, and it was incredible what they did in
Babylon. They walked out of Babylon, and then they started declaring the Babylonian
calendar from really that point forward, even till today, right? A little bit of Babylonian

influence happens. Persians came along, Esther, Lots of influence from Persia. Never fully
accepted, but we can see where some rubbed off. In Persia, one of the more weightier faiths

was Zoroastrianism. And it went something along like there was a god, Mazda. Vroom,
vroom. He was the god of good, and then you have a god of evil, and they're in this cosmic
battle, and then when you die, you either go to heaven or hell. That's Persian faith, Persian

myth. Highly influential on the Roman Empire when they were coming up into the first
century. In my opinion, highly influential on the early Christian church as well, leaked through

the Roman Empire. Israel, until this happened, we can see some things that they said that
may have had influence on their perception from Persia, but they never really accepted it per
se. They always remained true to the Tanakh and the Torah, which is incredible. But We had
verses like this, Job 7-9, as the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes down to Sheol shall
not come up. We have verses like this that snip that whole like hope bubble right in the bud.
Are we ever going to leave Sheol? Is that our final destination? Some people thought so. The

Sadducees, they didn't believe in a resurrection for many reasons, but they read scripture and
they didn't see enough weight for them to believe in a resurrection. Of course, they were the

priestly tribe. They were aristocrats, if you will, in the first century. And so if they gave Amish to
a resurrection, some type of power that could be tapped into outside of their domain in Israel,

then they'd be giving up the leadership powers that people depended on them for. In other
words, they might lose some money. And so they didn't want to give that. So they remained
very true to the idea that if you believe in God, then you experience heaven on earth today.

Very convincing argument, actually, if you read about them. But that's what they believed. If
you believe in God, your blessings will be in this life, and you'll be in heaven today, and when

you die, you just kind of die. Pharisees were one of the sects of apocalyptic Judaism. They
believed, of course, in the resurrection. Highly, highly, highly influenced by the idea of the

resurrection throughout the Tanakh and the scriptures, what we believe. Then you have the
Essenes. The Essenes A little rogue group of people out in the middle of the desert separated
themselves from the temple and everyone else. They believed in isolation. They were going to

isolate themselves from the rest of the world so much so that they believed also that if you
believed in God then your heavenly blessings would be on earth now so much so that

anything outside of their camp they called Sheol. The wicked are in Sheol. Right? The wicked
are in the world. And so you have a lot of conflicting beliefs when Yeshua was born. about this
idea of the resurrection. Some people might not have been sure. Following God, what's going
on? Guys, we know the mission of Yeshua was to come and forgive mankind for their sins. We
know this. We call upon his name. We know that he is the son of God. We know that he is the
king that God gave authority and power to to rule and reign over his kingdom. This is when

you go, amen. But when he died, what happened? Well, he suffered and he died. And he
brought, he took on our shame and he gave us his honor. Absolutely right. But what

happened when he died? Well, we know he was resurrected a couple days later, which was
really unheard of in the Tanakh. I mean, we got like one story with Elisha and the guy, you

know, the guys whose bones were thrown on him and he woke up. We don't know how long
he was dead, but the story is so vague, it doesn't give us a lot of details. Most other stories of
resurrection and dead people come back alive in the scripture are were like right when they
died. Like Elijah goes and raises the child right after he's dead. He did go stretches, did this
awkward thing, stretches on top of him. The idea of someone being dead for days and then
resurrecting was really, that was something epics were made of in the first century. And yet

here comes Yeshua going up to Lazarus' grave. Sister's all mad. If you had been here, you
could have resurrected him right when he passed. Just like, you know, we're used to seeing in

the Bible. Get back up, CPR. It's been dead for four days, Yeshua. He stinks. Already started
rotting. Everything's starting to shrivel up inside of him. The moisture's leaked out. Stinky.

What do you mean you're going to resurrect him? Roll the stone away. Crazy? Roll the stone
away. I'm going to show you that I have power over death. Throw the stone away. Lazarus,

get up. For Lazarus to get up after being dead for so long, imagine what would have
happened on a physiological level. Moisture would have had to been injected back into his
body. The bloodstream would have had to be revitalized. Oxygen would have been running

through his veins. Tendons would have been, muscles would have been being revitalized. And
just like the valley of dry bones, Not only is the dead being revived, but the cadavers are being
reconstructed. And he walks out. Oh crap, he did it! And then Yeshua died. Three days, three

nights. Do you want to know why that idea of the resurrection was really something that was
looked down upon in the first century by a lot of Jewish sects? It's because it's too big of an

enemy to conquer. You can't conquer death. You can't do it, right? It's too big of an opponent.
I mean, once you die, you die. That's it. There's no bringing you back. Your body is decayed. No,

no, no, no, no. Do you guys realize that resurrection is literally the reversal of death? It's not
just waking back up. It is reversing death. It's a big deal. So when Yeshua died, if we look at
Peter, 1 Peter 3.18, "...for Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the body." but being made alive in the
spirit. It's a funny idiom, you know, okay, so his body died and his spirit was made alive, the
quickening, highlander, what does that mean? Right? In which he went and proclaimed to

the spirits in prison. He died and Peter says that he went to the prison and proclaimed,
preached. Now some people would say, well, that's just a misinterpretation, I mean, you know,

he died or whatnot. Guys, it says he went to prison. What's prison? What does Jonah say
Sheol's like? Has gates that lock behind you. The chains that ensnare you. You're locked in

there. Even in the asylum, you're locked in a prison. It's a nice prison, away from the elements
of Sheol, but you're locked in there. Can you imagine someone ringing the doorbell one day?

You've been down there and you're a soul and you have the hope just like all the prophets,
even David. I know. I know that if I make my bed and chill, you will be there. Even Job, he's

like, listen, I know that even though my body decays, there will be a mediator for me, and in
my flesh, I will see God. Anyone ever heard that verse? And we always take it to mean a lot of
cool stuff, but literally what he's talking about is my flesh will be revitalized and in my flesh,

after I die, I will see God. We have this hope scattered all throughout scripture of the hope of a
resurrection, but we see some verses in the Bible where people doubt it. I don't know. And

you're down there, shade and shield, hanging out with Abraham, a little light, maybe a lamp,
I don't know. Ding dong. And there's the robber that was hanging on the cross. and he has
Yeshua beside him. "Hey guys, I'm here. Your hope is restored." Can you imagine how cool
that would have been? Door is open, bust down, just like in the play. Bust down walking in.

"Guys, I'm the one that all you guys spoke about. Some of you guys maybe didn't believe. Now
you do, right? I'm proclaiming myself to you. Guess what? I'm taking this joint. You're not a

prisoner in here anymore. I want to restore your hope. Guess what? Those of you who believed
in a resurrection, you were right. taking this place captive. I'm taking control of this place. And

when the time is right, guys, the plan's not fulfilled yet. I got a little bit more work to do. But
when the time is right, every single one of you are going to come up, and I'm going to see you
back on earth in your bodies. And in your flesh, you will see God again. You see why it's not so
bad that Sheol is such a bad place? Because it exemplifies what our Messiah did, what our
King did. There's a A theory, and you'll do this. If anyone studies this topic, you will see a very

popular theory. And that theory is that when Yeshua died and he took captivity captive, if you
will, that he took all the souls that were in Sheol and he went to heaven with them. That's a

legitimate theory. There's not a lot of weight behind it. It's an idea. So that now, after Yeshua,
all the souls go to heaven, the place of God's throne room, which I know we go there to

worship, and of course the new Jerusalem's in heaven, and we see where souls are going to
be in there in the end days. I still see scriptures about all the dead rising from Hades, rising

from Sheol. Ephesians 4.30, "...and do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God in whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption." You guys ever looked at that? What's the Holy Spirit do for

you? If God's a notary, he's going to take that stamp and he's going to put it on your
forehead. It's a horrible sound effect for, for, that probably wasn't appropriate. He's going to
notarize you. That notarize, that seal that is on you is the Spirit. And what's that Spirit do for
you? It seals you for the day of redemption. Marked. It's awesome. I want to be marked by
God's seal. So could it be said that if you're in Sheol and You're in the asylum with all of the

other righteous, all of the other ones with the seal, and the redeemed will have access to the
resurrection into new bodies. That's what we're hoping for, right? It's the whole point of
scripture. That's what Paul says. Listen, if there's no resurrection, eat, drink, marry, for

tomorrow we die. Don't even believe in Messiah because there's no point now if you don't
believe in a resurrection. There's no point in depending on the king if you don't believe in a

resurrection. You're going to be sealed for the resurrection. I love that. Ephesians 1:13, "In him
also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation and believed in him were

sealed with the promised Holy Spirit." Better sound effect. "Who is the guarantee of our
inheritance." What's our inheritance? Eternal life. "The seal is your guarantee of your

inheritance until we acquire possession of it to the place of his glory." You know, the place
when the New Jerusalem comes out of the sky and the temple's gonna be in there and we're

gonna have new bodies because we're not gonna be dead no more. That's exciting.
Ephesians 4, 8. Paul begins quoting the Psalms. He says, This is another witness. Paul and

Peter are both claiming that Yeshua went into the lower earthly regions. A lot of people will
say, oh, well, that's because he was buried, right? So Yeshua was buried doesn't mean he

went to Sheol. He was buried in the earth, right? No, he was never buried. Stuck in the side of
a mountain. They didn't throw dirt on top of him. He wasn't buried in the lower earthly

regions. Lower earthly regions is the depths, the deep, the place where Jonah got close to in
the well. And it was like, I'm here. Crap, I'm in Sheol. You imagine our king marching into

Sheol. marching into Hades, slapping death upside the head. Get out of my way. Death is
personified in the Tanakh as a person. So is Sheol. They're both personified as people. You

make your contract with death and Hades. I take it back, says the Lord. Yeshua walking in
there. Get out of my way. I got the power of God, and through him I have overcome, and I am

here. Take the keys from you guys. Revelations 1:17, "When I saw him, I fell at his feet as
though dead." It's irony. "Then he placed his right hand on me and said, 'Do not be afraid. I

am the first and the last. I am the living one. I was dead and now look. I am alive forever and
ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades.'" This is our king talking. "Not only was I dead,
now I'm alive." And then he goes on in the Greek, what, ions and ions? Forever and ever I am
alive. And look at this. I got the keys to the place that was our prison because of Adam. And

when the time's right, I'm going to unlock that door and the end's going to come. This makes
me excited to be a believer in a God who would give us a king like Yeshua. 1 Corinthians 15:55,

"Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" The sting of death is sin,
right? And the power of sin is in the law. "But thanks be to God, He gives us the victory

through our master Yeshua, Messiah." That excites me because everything that our king did,
he also says that he gives us the power, right? Driving out demons and such. So if our king

has overcome death, we have the power to overcome death. You mean I'm not going to die?
I'm not talking about that. I'm talking about the bigger issue here, the bigger issue of being

locked in a dungeon of Sheol for all eternity. I'm talking about sitting there with all the
righteous in God, awaiting the time when your commander and your king gives the signal. All
right, let's go. Death is not something that is horrible anymore. Paul doesn't even talk about it.

You know, you get all these ministers out now, and yeah, I think they're heretics, but I can
understand how they came to the conclusion of everybody being saved. You've heard of these

types of things? They're reading Paul. They're not reading John. They're not reading Peter.
They sure as heck ain't reading the Gospels, but they're reading Paul. And from Paul's letters,
they derive, because his emphasis is so much on life and salvation, he doesn't even mention
hell. Not even, no, just doesn't even focus on that. only focused on the positive aspects of the

message because that's what he was excited about. He's like, "God, we ain't gonna talk about
it anymore." Right? Imagine being at a bus stop and knowing that a bus, never believing a
bus is gonna come to pick you up. Now you're waiting in anticipation of that bus. The bus is

coming. It's not so bad anymore. So, Paul's attitude towards the afterlife is unique for the era
when it was a fight about everyone. Paul did not have a clear idea of hell. He was more
intently focused on the positive side of the Christian message. It's a quote from Alan E.

Bernstein of the formation of hell, death, and retribution in the ancient and early Christian
worlds. It's true. Paul's always yakking about what's gonna happen afterwards. Now, we don't

always understand everything Paul's talking about. I don't either. I wanted to go over the
whole 2 Corinthians 5 thing, but not today. It's okay. 1 Corinthians 15. Paul gives his overview of
his resurrection expectations in 1 Corinthians 15. You guys read it? I know you have. It was an
extreme opposition to the Greek beliefs of the psyche or soul. The Greeks believed in the soul.
There's a Greek word, psyche, right? Psychological. Psyche. And the Greeks were big fans of

cremation. Should I go there? Should I go there? I'm not going to get very dogmatic with this.
But the Greeks were all into cremation because they believed, was it Plato? Plato states that

the body was a prison to the soul. It was looked at as a negative thing. Once you die, it's
awesome because your soul is released from the prison it was in and there's no need for the
body anymore. The Greeks believed that once your soul departed from your body, your soul

was immortal, but the body was not. And so the body was typically thrown on some fire. You
burn it up because you don't need it anymore. There's never going to be a resurrection. So

your soul is just going to hang out in the afterworld and hopefully it'll be a pleasant
afterworld and what they believed, the very degrees of heaven that they believed in. Paul was
like, no, no. Body's immortal too. The body is just as immortal as the soul. Why would you just

destroy it like that? Where does he get this idea? 1 Corinthians 15, we read him constantly
going back to the idea of Adam came first. Adam, Adam, Adam. And through Adam there is

death, but through Yeshua there's life, right? When Adam was created, was his body
immortal? Then that's how it was always supposed to be. Body was always meant to be
immortal. So the idea is that at the resurrection, your body is going to be immortalized.

Right? Your soul, you got the same soul that you had before when you died, right? It's just
going to be quickened. The idea still stems from the body. We don't read a lot about the idea

of cremation. Lots of people come to me all the time, I'm sure I can remade, I don't want to
use up dirt, place in the air, that's fine. I don't know what to tell people because there's been

plenty of people who have died and passed on that have been cremated by force or
voluntarily. Right? The Holocaust. Bones are smashed up into dust. There's been plenty of

people who and their bodies were destroyed through animals, whatever. Bodies get
destroyed. It seems very... It seems like a lack of faith to think that our God is so great but

doesn't have a plan B for when the bodies get destroyed. There is one verse, forget the hell,
what's the story? The story's in Amos where the two guys burn the body up and turn it into a

lie and God gets very upset with them. We're not really sure what the whole surrounding
thing is, theme around that story is. But Paul's trying to make the point, listen guys, we're not

like you. So please don't misunderstand me. I'm not sitting here saying that if you're cremated
or whatnot, you're never gonna be resurrected or anything. I think I heard one guy say that.

But I am saying culturally in the first century, in the Judean faith, cremation wasn't really
something they did, which is just interesting. Was that interesting? So we're gonna read this
now. Yeah, do I have that quote in there? Yeah, here's a quote by Death and the Afterlife in

the New Testament by Jamie Clark Soules, page 77. If God chose to create bodies in the
beginning, then it shows his plan for us to have bodies in the end. Essentially, that's the idea

that he was fighting against Greek philosophy with. Can we read a little bit of scripture?
We're coming to an end. Don't worry. I'm going to eat. I know everyone's hungry. 1 Corinthians

15, 20. This is going to encapsulate the idea of the resurrection. I know we haven't really
studied the resurrection, guys. Pretty simple topic. Death is going to be reversed, and you're
going to come back alive. That's the resurrection. It's not overly complicated, per se, except
through the different lenses of the cultures that surrounded Israel. But this is the chapter of

resurrection. This is where we get a lot of the ideas of resurrection through Paul. Verse 20, but
in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead. Amen. Amen. He is the first of the great harvest,

the first fruits of all who have died. So you see, just as death came into the world through a
man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun through another man. Just as everyone

dies because we all belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ is given new life. But
there is an order to the resurrection. How many of you guys knew there was an order? There is

an order to the resurrection. Messiah was raised as the first fruits of Then all who belong to
Messiah will be raised when he comes back. That's the order. When he comes back, that's
when we get to break out of jail. We got a due date, and this is great. This is awesome. The
rest of the chapter. After that, the end will come when he will turn the kingdom over to God
the Father, having destroyed every ruler and authority and power. How many of you guys

know ever since the fall of Adam, we have had rulers and authority and power over us?
Right? Paul's all big speech about spiritual warfare. That's what he's talking about. We have
forces greater than us that have been reigning over us since the beginning. This is what Paul
is saying Yeshua did. This is why his death was so great. This is why Messiah is so awesome.
This is why our king is mightier than every king in the world. For Messiah must reign until he
humbles all his enemies beneath his feet. And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. For
the scripture says... God has put all things under his authority. And Paul has a little footnote

here. He wants to clarify something. He's like, of course, when it says all things under his
authority, that does not include God himself, duh, who gave Messiah his authority. Then when
all, you know, he's talking to a bunch of Greeks here. Like, listen guys, you guys are messed up.

Corinth, messed up. I just want to clarify here, okay? Then when all things are under his
authority, the son will put himself underneath God's authority so that God who gave his son

authority over all things will be utterly supreme over everything and everywhere. Messiah was
sent for a reason to redeem mankind. And once Messiah is finished kicking butt, he's going to

give everything over to God. This is your father. Then he himself is going to submit to the
suzerain of Yahweh. It's incredible. Absolutely incredible. One more quote. I love quoting on

this topic because I feel like you guys wouldn't believe me that other people actually, scholars
actually believe this stuff. Put a lot of quotes in there. Another quote from the formation of
hell, death, and retribution in the ancient and early Christian worlds. Other interpretations

looked to the future for an escape from persecution. According to one of these
forward-looking approaches, Israel was, if not innocent of abuses, at least disciplined by

hardship. If Israelites remained true under these trials, after a time a leader would come, a
Messiah would come. who would establish an invincible and just regime whose law would

enlighten the world. Jews still await the coming of that Messiah. Christians regard this as the
most fruitful, indeed prophetic, approach to the question of evil because it was realized they
believe in Yeshua of Nazareth. That's the point of everything. Someone to fix everything. You
guys wonder why we're so passionate about our faith. It's because we believe the Redeemer
has come. We believe that the one who has conquered the flesh is has also conquered Sheol

and will conquer death. And when that happens, death will be rewound. I know a lot of
people in this generation, you guys have no idea what it means to rewind something. We

used to have VCRs that were like this big. And we used to have these tapes that you ran at
Blockbuster. You have to carry them with two hands, they were so big. And you'd stick them

in the VCR and We had to walk uphill both ways and we'd hit rewind on the tape and the
rewind button would do something very interesting. It would take everything that happened
in the story and reverse it. Yeshua is going to reverse death. It's not simply a resurrection. It's

not simply waking up from a sleep. It is reversing death with new bodies. John 5:28-29, "Do not
marvel at this for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and

come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life and those who have done evil
to the resurrection of judgment. This is a playoff of Daniel chapter 12, verse 2. It's going to be a
resurrection. Everybody's going to be resurrected. Some are going to have a very bad demise,
but others, others will worship the king for all eternity. Others will live like Adam was always

supposed to. Others will live in the garden, if you will, just as we were made to do for all of
eternity. This is why this topic touches me so much. Because Revelations chapter 20 verse 14
states, "Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire." The lake of fire is the second

death. At the end, guys, after Satan's tossing the lake of fire, all this mess is happening, It
builds up to this point where Hades and death shield itself, the place of Sheol. This reservoir

that was never meant to be created is taken and tossed into the lake of fire. That's what
conquering death is all about. Can't die if you ain't got nowhere to go, right? Guys, this topic is
comforting because we know that the dead go somewhere. For believers who have the Bible,
we know that the dead go somewhere. We know that the righteous dead, also known as the
holy dead, go somewhere. Now, despite what you believe about the technicalities of Sheol or
right after you die, whether this happens or that happens, what your state is like, regardless

of that, the most exciting thing is that in the end, none of it's even going to matter. No matter
where you think you go after you die, at the end, We're going to laugh about it. Remember
when we had to die? That's exciting. No wonder the disciples were excited about Messiah

rising from the dead. Are you sure he rose from the dead? That's kind of a big deal. Yeah, it is.
It's a huge deal. It's the deal. It is reversing, hitting that rewind button all the way back to

Adam. Right before he numbed on that fruit. Right before death entered the world. Maybe
this isn't the most edifying message we've ever done, but I hope it brings comfort to some. I

hope it brings comfort to some that may not have ever looked at scripture to determine
where loved ones go. Maybe it's given you a broader avenue to study about loved ones that
have went to the beyond, the netherworld. Or for yourself, what happens when I die? Or the

more important question, what'll happen when death dies? And what's gonna happen to me
and my family when death is put to death? That's why we're believers, guys. If you're here
today, you've never, ever, ever acknowledged the king. Never acknowledge Yeshua as your

king, as your Messiah. You know, in Romans 10, it talks about, listen, if you proclaim with your
mouth, if you make a covenant, if you swear by your mouth that Yeshua is king, and what?

That God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. That's the point. That's the whole
picture is the resurrection. I proclaim it. If you've never made that proclamation, I encourage

you, make it. and see me afterwards. I'd love to be a part of the rest of your life with you if
you'd like to do that today. Amen.
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