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Shabbat Shalom everybody. Guys, I used to think we were about 50-50 with kids and adults.
We have grown in a good way. This is fantastic. Praise God. So good to be back together
today to dive into God's Word. Guys, today we're going to take a look at the book of Mark.

We're coming close to the end of our Missed Connection series, and I hope it has been
edifying. It's been a series where we've looked into the writings of the New Testament to
discover missed connections or hyperlinks back to the Old Testament, hence the Missed

Connection series. I think last time we had services, we discussed the fascinating uniqueness
of the gospel according to John and how John tends to invoke the story of Israel with very
minimal effort. He leaves little clues that are later expounded on. Instead of exploring the

grand story of Israel, when John is directing his film, he tends to keep the camera solely on
Yeshua. Everything else that plays out is in the background. The shadows of the history of

Israel, the shadows of the stories and the prophets of the Hebrew Bible are in the backdrop
while the camera lens never leaves this person of Yeshua center stage. And of course, he
wants to focus on the divinity of Yeshua and never shift away from that. And so when we

come to Mark, a little bit of history about Mark. Mark is the shortest of the four gospel
accounts. It omits much of of what we find in the Gospel account of Luke and Matthew.

Matthew and Luke do, however, contain much of what is found in the book of Mark,
conveniently, which has led to kind of a hypothesis in scholarship or an educated idea that
Mark may very well have been the very first or the earliest Gospel account. Again, the theory

goes that Matthew and Luke contain much of what is found in Mark, but Mark does not have
a lot of what Matthew and Luke have recorded as far as the details of the ministry of the

Yeshua or even some of the events that took place. So the theory goes that, of course, Mark
came first and possibly became this encouraging template for Matthew and Luke to build on.
Just neat Bible trivia that I know everyone loves. So Mark starts his gospel account out. when

you begin reading it he starts it out with a sense of urgency and this urgency to proclaim
what has taken place, what the account is about. And it's not simply a story, this urgent story
he wants to proclaim to the world. It's not simply a story about this rabbi who had a ministry
of healing throughout Galilee and Judea. It's not simply a story about a man dying on a cross

and coming back to the life. It's not simply the story of a man fostering a new way of living
out God's Torah in the most truest sense that would actually change the world. It's not simply

that. No, Mark has a proclamation to make that the apocalyptic vision of Isaiah of God's
presence coming, God's new creation unfolding, God's kingdom come. And not only that, but
that it has slammed into the earth at such a velocity that the cratering impact has changed
creation as we know it forever. Unlike Matthew and Luke, And by obvious implications, Mark

is kind of reserved with his missed connections to the Old Testament as well. Mark's the
shortest of all the gospel accounts, so naturally he uses less words. He often hints at the

bigger stories taking place. But like we discussed, John does. It's a very similar fashion. So
when we open up to Mark chapter 1... the curtain of the stage rises to reveal Israel still in a

place of exile. This is where Mark's story or film that he's directing begins. Israel is still in exile
or they're still under the rule of a Gentile oppressor. Mark sets this scene of Israel being in a
place where despite God's favor, the people are now in a powerless state of confusion and

need. They're lost. Mark records the scene where Yeshua sees the people, and in Mark 6, 34, he
looks at the people, and he sees people, he says, Pointing this out for Mark makes his ultimate
goal clear. That he wants to make sure the reader, which is you, understands the people are
without hope. They're in a hopeless place right now. They're lost. It's been hundreds of years
since Babylon came into Judah, marched into Jerusalem, devastated the people of Judea.

And that's where we get the term Jew, by the way, or Jewish. Jewish people are not from the
tribe of Judah, they're from the tribe of Judea. That's where we get the term Jew as it's first
recorded in the Bible in 2 Kings 25:25. But when we enter into the story of Israel and where
Mark is trying to start us, he assumes that you already understand the entire story and the
narrative of the Old Testament. And the story of Israel begins in Egypt as slaves. And they
enter into this new land, this land of Canaan, given to them by God. We see them come to

Mount Sinai, and they're given the words of the covenant by God himself, but it's almost too
much for them to bear. So they want Moses to stand there and communicate for them. And

they receive the Torah of God. Can you imagine being the generation that received the Torah
from God on Mount Sinai? And then they go into the land and everything is hunky-dory

because they have Torah now and it was given to them by Mount Sinai in its purest form. And
now they are now the awesome people of God living out the mission of God, right? That's how

the story of the Old Testament goes. It's not. The story of Israel quickly takes a downward
spiral. We go through Joshua and this awesome conquest into the land of Canaan, and then

our favorite book, Judges, the book of the Bible that makes the Bible rated R. And Israel
quickly takes this downward spiral in the book of Judges because we see a people and we see

what it looks like when a people of God and in covenant God completely lose focus on who
the character or what the character of the God is. They completely lose focus on who their

God is. We see Gideon constantly second-guessing God, having no faith. And so he keeps on
wanting God to prove himself to him after and after and so on and so forth, despite having
confirmed messages. We have Samson, the farthest thing from a mighty righteous judge of

Israel. He was a short-tempered womanizer who was betrayed as a partier who'd like to drink
a lot and show off how strong he is by murdering or killing people. Great biblical story of a
broken person falling forward in his faith ended up being used by God. It's the story of all of
us, right? Not a great role model for our kids, but a story of all of us. Judges continues one

example after another where you're looking at these characters and they believe that they're
serving God, but then you're looking at them and it's like, that's not how you serve God. Why
would you think sacrificing your daughter is something that God would ever want from you?
You have lost complete focus on who your God is. And of course, the story of Judges climaxes.

It goes downward and downward and downward spiral until it climaxes in the chapter 19,
everybody's favorite chapter, when a Levite, A Levite who has a concubine, apathetically

allows her to be the object of pleasure for an innumerable amount of men from the tribe of
Benjamin, so much so that she dies as a result. And then he feels like it's a good idea to chop
her up into itty-bitty pieces and FedEx her out across all of the land, inciting a civil war that

almost wipes out one of the tribes of Israel. It's the biblical story of Israel as they enter into the
land. It's incredible and it's humbling. It's meant to show us how quickly Israel... just spirals out

of control despite hearing the voice of God and being given the commandments just a few
generations before at Mount Sinai. The story of Israel moves onward with the prophets

directing the people and the people forming the nation and the dream comes true. All 12
tribes are united in one kingdom. It's the dream at least, right? And so they end up, they want

to choose for themselves a king, something Torah allows them to do. But no part of them
choosing a king goes well. They choose Saul, not a great fit. Handsome, but not a great fit.
And then Samuel anoints David, a great king, according to the book of Chronicles, a man

with many struggles that fights to overcome sin, despite constantly falling prey to it,
according to the Samuel accounts. The story of Israel reaches its peak with David's son,

Solomon, as the third and final king over the united Israel. All 12 tribes fully united under this
king and peace and safety have been reached. The borders of Israel have been secured. And
in 1 Kings chapter 10, Solomon builds the wonderful, glorious temple to Yahweh their God, the

God who freed them from slavery in Egypt using slaves of weaker nations that they
conquered. Israel reached a point where money was as plentiful as stone, where Israel has

become a nation so focused on wealth and money and military power in the name of security
that they pledged their allegiance to that power instead of to God. This is the chapter of the
Bible where Israel becomes Egypt, the very thing that they were freed from. And as a result,

God allows the nations to come in, take Israel into exile, first with the Assyrians in the northern
kingdom, and then more focused and detailed in Scripture, the Babylonians. Israel is taken

into exile, or at least Judea, for over a generation before they're allowed to return home. Then
the Persians govern over Judea. They're still not free. Then the Greeks come, and that was
great, right? The Greeks utterly oppressed them. But it's okay because the Maccabees, the

Hasmonean dynasty, the priests of Israel stood up and formed an army to revolt against the
mighty Greeks. And when they did, they assumed the throne as kings over Israel and

oppressed them twice as much as the Greeks ever did. So much so that the Judeans wrote to
the Greeks to ask them to come back because our new oppressors, the Maccabees, a

generation or two removed, are worse than you. Then we have the Romans that came in and
oppressed all of the people of Judea, the Jews, forcing Israel to make two sacrifices in the

temple in Jerusalem every day, exalting the divinity of Caesar during the time of Jesus. This
people, generation after generation of constantly being kicked, punched, thrown to the

ground, oppressed. And when a glimpse of light is visible at the dawn, it's only another nation
coming to take control over them, manipulate and exploit them once more. This is the

background of Yeshua seeing the people of Judea and having compassion on them because
they were sheep without a shepherd. What hope do they have based on the past several
hundred years, generation after generation? This is the scene of Mark. And the scene here

points to one objective and one objective only, the call of a new king that will come and
shepherd this displaced people. A long-awaited king, the Messiah, as proclaimed in Mark 8,
29 and 14, 61. And so we're going to jump back into the Old Testament, as we love to do, the
Hebrew Bible. And if you want to join along, you can join me in Isaiah 63. I tried to put some
slides up. Tim, it's several slides, so sorry about that. But we're going to read a little bit of the
end of chapter 63 and just the beginning of chapter 64. Everybody love to read the Bible?

Stupendous. We're going to read some Bible. Starting in verse 15, Isaiah 63, here is the poetic,
prophetic, apocalyptic vision that a prayer that Isaiah has. Look down from heaven and see

from your lofty throne, holy and glorious Jesus. Where are your zeal and your might? Your
tenderness and compassion are withheld from us, but you are our Father. Through Abraham
does not know us, or Israel acknowledge us. You, Lord, are our Father. Our Redeemer from of
old is your name. Why, Lord, do you make us wander from your ways and harden our hearts
so that we do not revere you? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes that are in your
inheritance." For a little while, your people possessed your holy place, but now your enemies

have trampled down your sanctuary. We are yours from of old, but you have not ruled over us.
They have not been called by your name. Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come

down, that the mountains would tremble before you. That's a powerful, passionate, emotional
prayer of Isaiah. Filled with not only acknowledgement of God's powers, but accusations that

he's abandoned them. That's how he feels. This prophet is urgently crying out. He's looking
around and he sees a people with hardened hearts. He sees Jerusalem being trampled by

foreign powers. Despite the memories of God's deliverance in the past, it seems that God no
longer rules. That's what it says in verse 19 in chapter 63. God seems to have... And this is the

apocalyptic vision of Isaiah's writing here. It seems, if you can see the picture and the painting
being drawn, it seems as if God has withdrawn himself up into the heavens and sealed up the

heavens behind him, hiding his face from his people. And what is Isaiah's cry? It reaches its
pinnacle here in the first verse in chapter 64. Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come
down. Oh, that you would tear through and make yourself known to us again. The word rent
here in the Hebrew Bible in the text here is kera. And it's a violent word. It means to shred. I
mean, just blades shred. Again, this is an apocalyptic prayer. And when I say apocalyptic,

apocalyptic does not mean, I think we've talked about this before, it doesn't mean the end of
the world. Apocalypse, apocalyptic does not mean the end of the world. I think when we

speak about Revelation in the coming months, and we'll do a series on that, it's key. It doesn't
mean the end of the world. It's more of a writing style where the word apocalypse literally

means to reveal. Apocalypse. Just the revealing. It's a style of writing in the scriptures that we
typically see in prophetic texts where the writing is explosive with metaphor for the purpose of

revealing something that may be unseen in the here and now, in the reality now. And so
Isaiah is using this language of violently tearing open the heavens as if the heavens

themselves were a prison. Isaiah has a prayer that God would just kick down the walls to
reveal a level of love that can only be described as a violent and how forceful it is on anything
that would disrupt its presence reaching its intended audience rent the heavens O Lord and
show us your redemptive power and deliverance you could say this prayer sets the stage for

Mark's Gospel we see in the very first chapter of An event that takes place where Mark
intentionally uses this language to describe it in Mark 1, verse 9. At the time Jesus came from
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan, just as Jesus was coming up out

of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
And a voice came from heaven, you are my son whom I love and with you I am well pleased.

Torn open, violently torn. So it's neat, nerd out moment, it's neat because in Matthew and
Luke, they describe the same event happening, but they use a different Greek word that

simply means like parted or opened. Like very, like they took, it was very peaceful. But Mark
chooses intentionally to use a different word, a schizo in the Greek. It means to be shredded
apart, razor blades, just torn, ripped apart. And this illusion gives us cause to suppose that

Mark, just like he started in the first three verses of his book, he has Isaiah specifically in mind.
The gospel according to Mark is God's answer to Isaiah's intercessory prayer. The tearing of
the heavens and the descent of the spirit upon Jesus signifies God's eschatological work of

deliverance is beginning now. It's starting now. God is coming to rule over Israel once again.
The king is returning now. This is my son whom I love and I am well pleased. This prayer from
Isaiah as well as many of the Psalms shows the status of a people yearning for deliverance.

They're crying out, wondering why God has not fulfilled his promises to them. Where has
God's kingdom gone? Where is God when he is supposed to be ruling over Israel? This was

the expectation that had built up and was prevalent in the first century. The Old Testament
story ends with the promises from Isaiah and Jeremiah and Malachi about the kingdom of

God impacting creation. You have the story of Israel going into exile, and then they return to
exile, but even when they return home, back to their land, both in the books of Nehemiah and

Ezra, they claim, well, we're still slaves in our own land. Exile hasn't ended yet, but God has
made all of these promises in Isaiah, and Jeremiah and Ezekiel and Malachi about this new
king coming, this new kingdom coming, this kingdom that's going to reign forever, this new

creation that's going to erupt. There's gonna be a greater exodus. The deserts will bloom and
the highway back to Zion will appear. Why haven't these promises come true? Hundreds of

years, generation after generation. Mark, along with the other Gospel account writers, has no
doubt, no doubt that they want to encourage you to know one thing. They believe for a fact

that those promises have been fulfilled in the person of Yeshua, that God is not a liar, that he
is a fulfiller of his promises. That was the expectation, at least in the first century. We expect
God to come again. We expect a king to appear. We expect God to fix this, this reality that
surrounds us. that the kingdom of God would manifest once and for all. That a king would

come forth and God's kingdom would manifest here on earth. That's what the gospel is.
According to scripture, that's what the gospel is. For too long, unfortunately, and it's actually a
relatively recent evolution with the explosion of evangelicalism in the U.S., the gospel account,

unfortunately, has been shoved away And the definition of what the gospel is has been
shoved into this itty bitty bitty box of being solely about saying a prayer and getting into

heaven because you said a prayer. And I think the biggest issue with that belief and that limit
of what the definition of the gospel is, is of course, well, with the Bible itself and what the Bible
actually says. The gospel is about so much more according to the actual words of Jesus. The

word gospel means what? Good news. It wasn't a trick question. Good news, right? Good
news about what? Let's see what Jesus says. Let's see what Yeshua says. Guess what? We're

still in Mark chapter 1. Mark is still building this foundation. So Mark chapter 1, starting in verse
14. Repent and believe the good news. The good news is not about us saying a prayer and

going to heaven. The good news is about a time being fulfilled and heaven coming to earth.
God's kingdom is here. That's the Lord's prayer that we pray, right? Your kingdom come.

Yeshua showed us what it looks like when heaven invades earth, not what it looks like when
we get to escape earth, right? This is God's good creation. It will end the same way it began.

Very good. So the Greek word for good news is eulingilion. It means good news or gospel. And
it's related to a verb found in the Greek Old Testament that announces a military victory. For
example, the Cushite runner that is running back to David with news of the shaking news of
Absalom's death. Here we go. So first thing, I have lots of scripture. This is great. We're going
to read the Bible today. 1 Samuel 18 31. Then the Cushite arrived and said, my Lord, the king
here... The good news, eulogilion in the Greek, oh, in the Septuagint. The Lord has vindicated
you today by delivering you from the hand of all those who would rise up against you. How

about the famous verse from Isaiah 52, verse 7? How beautiful on the mountains are the feet
of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim
salvation, who say to Zion, your God reigns. Love that. So in the Septuagint, the word here is,

of course, related to the same Greek word used in the New Testament for gospel or good
news. And in Isaiah 52, God is portrayed as this victorious king who's... Trump is proclaimed to

the previously captive city of Jerusalem. The Ulingulion, the good news, is found in the very
next verse. What is the good news that this messenger is running to tell them? Verse 8, Isaiah

52 verse 8. This is the good news. The Lord is returning to Zion. The Lord is returning to Zion.
Lord of the Rings, right? Return of the King, right? The King has returned. This is the

background that Mark has based his account on Yeshua on. In Mark chapter 1, where Isaiah
40 verse 3 has already been given prominent play in the very first verses, the two-fold
reference to Yeshua's proclamation of the gospel, the good news in Mark 1, echoes the

repeated use of its connection in the Old Testament story. Isaiah 40 verse 9 says, is another
verse. I want to go ahead and read it. You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high

mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout. Lift it up. Do
not be afraid. Say to the towns of Judah, what's the good news? The return of the? Here is

your God. Mark has set the foundation in the very first chapter of what the rest of the gospel
account is going to show us. The time has come, he says. The kingdom of God has come near.

Repent and believe the good news. Guys, the world in which you live in, the world in which
seems so dark sometimes, the world you live in that seems to be filled with so many

distractions, so much oppression, so much darkness at times, and so much anxiety, Even so
much fear, and don't redefine that word fear as something that can casually be

manipulated. This world that seems like it is allegedly controlled by an unseen force or
powers of darkness that we are captive to. Mark is proclaiming. God has torn into it to claim

victory in the name of his kingdom once and for all. Oh, man. So the next series we're going to
do here, we're going to be getting into this a little bit, but it's the good news. So we're going to
talk about it right now, right? So Paul writes in Ephesians 6 verse 12, what's he write? He says,
Right? We have accounts of early believers, early Christians, in the first and second centuries,
when asked why they never picked up their swords to fight the obvious enemies in the world,
they responded, we are, we're fighting on our knees. Oh, everybody's excited until it gets scary

because it's like, whoa, what? So bold. Some would say so stupid. So bold. See, this people
understood that the people wanting to kill them or harm them with weapons were

themselves held captive by the darker, more sinister force above them. They realized that the
guy that's coming at them at a sword was their brother, a fellow human, someone who has

been charged to be an image bearer of the one true God just like them. They understood that
they have the same chains on them that we have, or we had, until they've fallen off. So do we
pick up our sword and run him through in the name of God and righteousness? What does
that do? That certainly doesn't increase the kingdom of God as much as it increases their

current master. Man, we don't know what it's like to live as the first generation of Christians. I
think we sometimes want to, oh man, they understood that God had proclaimed victory over

that force already and has given us the same victory in our lives. And so when we see the
world around us that is so dark and gloomy and we want to blame individuals, either in the

government or even in our own church communities, we for making our world dark and
gloomy, the Bible says to instead lift them up in prayer. The Bible says instead of sitting there
thrashing at other people, the Bible says as a believer we understand that we pray and lift up

the people we view as our enemies and we pray that whatever holds them captive can be
defeated in their life. If there's one thing that American politics will reveal, it is who does not

understand that. If there's one thing a disruption of American privileged daily first world
routine will reveal, it is who does not understand that. Sometimes we like to think we're

prayer warriors because we are praying for darkness to be defeated, but we never actually
pray for a solution. What does it look like to pray for powers to be defeated? It means praying

for the captives of that darkness. And to be honest, many times we find ourselves
recaptivated by the distractions of the darkness that we think we're praying against. How

many of us have dare tried the discipline of praying for people we honestly don't want to give
a hoot about or the hoot we do give about them is very, very, very unbecoming? That's a hard
discipline. That's a hard, that's, you will speak words in your prayers, kicking and screaming,

God, I know I don't wanna, I don't wanna pray for them. And our prayers for those people
should not be that they are defeated in their pursuits. If they're slaves, if they're captive, it's

not their pursuits. No, the prayer should be that they have more blessings of God released into
their lives and more of an exposure of God's peace and God's true love and God's true

kindness that we ourselves cannot even imagine overflowing in their lives. And the reason
why I dare say that is our calling to pray for the people that we want to most hate and the

world tells us to most hate, whether locally or abroad, is because how were you freed from the
darkness? How were your chains set free? Because you were exposed to a God that would

tear through the heavens to expose his love for you. That's what our prayer is for our enemies.
When we realize and internalize the extent of God's love for kindness and grace for us, We
need to sometimes stop reaching for prayers of God's wrath to shotgun out at people we

assume are the workers of the devil and start reaching out for God's love to drown the
darkness in their lives. And that was the experience that brought us to the foot of God's

throne when he was exalted up and his love was poured out, right? This world is a scary place
sometimes. Man, it sells fear, doesn't it? Anyone ever been sold fear? Anyone ever bought

fear? Anyone ever liked the taste of fear? It's addicting. Fear is a drug that's used in
marketing. Not just in a religious, spiritual sense. I mean, it is what it is. You know, if you can

sell fear, then you can sell what else? The solution. You can sell peace. If you can define fear in
someone else's life, you can sell peace. Why do you think the Tim LaHaye's book sold so

rampantly in the 1990s? The Left Behind series? Not an ounce of that was in Scripture. And
when you tried to go to Scripture to find out, like, how do I fix this fear that they caused? You
can't find it in Scripture. There's no solution to this. So you've got to go back to the book and
buy the next book to figure out how the peace comes. I'm not joking. The news media knows
this. It's the same thing. How do we get people tuning in more often to make more money?
Evangelical Christian ministries do the same thing. When a Christian writes a fictional book

about the coming prophetic judgments of America, it sells. America is part of the nations that
are defeated in Revelation. Of course the kingdom of God is going to overtake it. This isn't

new. It's certainly not something to be sold fear after. It's in the Bible. Revelation is a book of
hope that God's kingdom is coming and it will overtake every single nation on this earth. And

guess what? Philippians 3 says you're a citizen of it already. Not only that, you're an
ambassador of it already. That's why we're here. That's our calling to be a soldier of Christ, to
be a soldier of the king, to defeat empires with the overwhelming love of Christ. It's a trigger
for me. I'm working on triggers in my life. Can I get an amen? It burns me up when prophets
stand up proclaiming the same message as mainstream news medias to sell books instead
of actually articulating what the Bible says about what we as believers are supposed to be
doing. Way too many people walk around talking about not living in fear, as the Bible says,

but never take the time to meditate on what the context actually is and why the Bible is
saying that. 1 Timothy 1.7, it's a great verse. I love it. For God gave us not the spirit of fear,

right? Not of fear. But what's the next part say? but of power and love and self-control. Why is
it that when we read this verse, myself included, we gravitate towards what God hasn't given
to us instead of what God has given to us? Like that's the context here. The focus is not on the

first part. The focus is on why the first part doesn't matter because we're equipped with
power, love, and self-control. Is that being seen in our lives more so than us spouting the first

part of this verse? Sometimes I preach to myself sometimes here, excuse me. 1 John 4, 18.
Perfect love casts out all fear. Amen. Amen. We love this verse. But what does perfect love
look like? Should we define it? Do you want to know what the Bible says perfect love looks

like? Do you really want to know? Oh, man. We are all going to get on the struggle bus
together here in a minute when we read this next verse. You ready? Do we want to know

what biblical follower of Yeshua, Christ-honoring love looks like? It's in the verse that
preceded this one, verse 17. This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have

confidence on the day of judgment. Scary times, right? In this world, we are like Christ. Or
another verse says, in this, let's see here, because as he is, so also we are in this world.

Dagnabbit. So if you didn't understand what he's saying here, he's saying, Love is perfected in
us. The biblical love, exactly what verse 18, the perfect love that cast out all fear, is manifest
when we realize and embody the fact that Jesus, Yeshua, told us that we're commanded to

be him in the world. In this world, we are like Yeshua. During scary times where fear is
rampant, day of judgment is overtaken, God's love will not be something admired from a
distance. As his true followers, we will be conformed fully to his identity. At least that's the
hope to the writings here. You show authentic biblical love by emulating Yeshua, the king.

And that means in every situation you're in, people don't see you as much as they see Jesus.
Some of you are really encouraged by that. It's a daunting verse for me, that expectation as

an ambassador of the king that I represent the king. What would, what's the saying? We had
the bracelets. Who had a bracelet? What would Jesus do? And I love how our minds work

because whenever we're in a situation where we have idolized a specific topic or a stance or a
belief towards another individual, please hear me, when we ask the question of something

that we've already kneeled our authority to or a circumstance, we already know how we want
to react to it or whatever that is. Does anyone else ever like respond knee jerk? What would

Jesus do in the situation that I really want to do a way that's not really how Jesus would do it?
We always say what? Well, I know what Jesus wouldn't do and it wouldn't do X, Y, Z.

Therefore, I need to proceed forward like this. Jesus wouldn't do this or that. Therefore, I want
to handle this my way. Is that just me? Maybe that's just me. Biblical love is demonstrated

through the standard that Yeshua left us in his earthly ministry where he chose to carry the
burden of identifying with crowds of people that the religious elite never considered

candidates for the kingdom of God. Yeshua left us an example to follow him by boldly
standing in the gap for those who could not, doing whatever measures to make sure that
they were taken care of and protected. from the overwhelming oppression from the social
system put in place in the first century. That was in that time. And whatever that looks like
today. Whatever price or whatever sacrifice, he walked into it. Yeshua left us an example of

how to respond to those who would want to harm us as believers, as Christians. The example
he left us is to pray for them, to ask God to forgive them, to ask God to make himself known to
them, to give them peace and blessings as they crucify us. Many are called, right? Following

Yeshua is hard. when we actually walk out in the world and are faced with the challenges
that we're called to be him in we always love the idea of identifying ourselves as bold

christians because we're so outspoken about what we believe instead of actually doing what
we believe that's what separates the sheep and the goats in matthew 25 right and here in

mark chapter 1 this world this dark canvas that has been looming black paint covers it there's
no way light can ever break through The fingerpints of God pierce through the fabric,

knuckles wrapped around it, and the darkness is rent open to declare that the time has been
fulfilled. That changes now. This is the good news. This is the good news that has come into

the world. But the gospel is not good news for everybody, right? One prominent thing in
Israel's prophetic books is that the coming day of the Lord is the day of God's judgment upon

unrighteousness. Joel 1, verse 15, When Amos announces in Amos 4, 12, It's not a word of
comfort, is it? It's about as terrifying as a warning as they come. Amos in chapter 5, he has
this bold declaration to those who would actually want to see the day of the Lord coming. I

find this to be relevant today. Those who for some reason would want to see this day of great
judgment and wrath be poured out all over the earth. And in Amos chapter 5 verse 18 it says
this, it says, "...whoe to you who long for the day of the Lord." Why do you long for the day of
the Lord? That day will be darkness, not light. Many of us, let's be honest, many of us can't
wait or seem thrilled at the Old Testament understanding of the day of the Lord coming,

right? And Amos is speaking to you, if that's you, saying, you have no idea what you're talking
about because you may very well be on the wrong side of the stage. God abhors injustice and
oppression. God abhors that his people... These people instead sat within the bounds of their
own nation, looking down on anyone who would even threaten their fleshly conveniences.
That's exactly what the book of Amos is all about. It's a rough book. And people who think

that they are righteous covenant people of God, claiming those promises of not living in fear,
but enjoying the fruit of their own flesh and justifying it by calling it the blessings of God.

Never once wanting to be inconvenienced by the hurting world around them. Amos looks at
those people, Israel, in chapter 4, and he calls them the cows of Bashan. You familiar with
that verse? You cows of Bashan. So Bashan was like the nice neighborhood up on the hill

where the cows came and had the longest, greenest grass, right? And so the cows of Bashan
were the cows that loved to just eat all day and get nice and fat and happy. And a bunch of

cows in Bashan, fat, beautiful cows. He calls them a bunch of cows that think they're
beautiful or righteous, but want to do nothing more than spout about justice and

righteousness while never moving from the luscious, convenient, delicious parts of the field
into the world. That's why John the Baptist was so zealous about the kingdom of God. He
understood that it was not good news for everyone. In Mark chapter 1, it is John preaching
repentance and forgiveness of sins. Israel must turn from its wicked way in preparation for
God's coming kingdom. Scholar Dr. Richard Hayes has a great quote about this very thing

that I wanted to show. It says, Mark draws upon Old Testament texts to craft a fresh
interweaving of these exact themes. Mark re-narrates the story of Israel by seeking to show
that in the events of Jesus or Yeshua's life and death, God has at last torn open the heavens
and come down. And that in Jesus, the Messiah, both judgment and restoration have come

upon Israel in a way prefigured in Scripture. That was just beautifully articulated. Mark begins
his account. with quoting a direct connection and power source from the prophet Isaiah. In
Mark 1, verse 1, just the first three verses are beautiful. The beginning of the good news about

Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet, I will send my
messenger ahead of you who will prepare your way, a voice of one calling in the wilderness... If
you like to nerd out in the scriptures, something really interesting that Mark intentionally does

here is who does Mark say wrote these passages? Isaiah. Verse 2 here, It is from Malachi 3,
verse 1. What Mark is doing here is, Who does Mark use and who does he piggyback on the

most of his apocalyptic conclusion of who Yeshua is? It's Isaiah. So he's quoting more
prophets here, but he wants to make sure that you understand the main source is from

Isaiah. So he mixes two together here on purpose to prove his point, but he wants to make
sure that you don't get distracted with Malachi right now. You stick with Isaiah. Verse 3 is

from Isaiah. It's from Isaiah chapter 40. It's a chapter about the coming new exodus of God's
people. This time of not of an exodus from Egypt, but a new greater exodus that was

prophesied by Jeremiah and Isaiah. This time that Israel would be freed from the chains that
harness their hearts. Ezekiel speaks about a time when this exodus would take place but not
before the heart surgery where Israel, the people of God, would get a new heart, a heart that

beats with flesh and the Spirit would consume it and outwardly pour out of it. Jeremiah
speaks of the same thing, of the Spirit going in and writing the Torah on the hearts of the

covenant people of God, the kingdom of God, that every beat that it would make would be
fulfilling God's covenant. And Isaiah uses this language and makes the Exodus, and when he

speaks about the language in Isaiah 40, it really makes the Exodus from Egypt just look so
small. He even adds or even concludes the chapter 40 with a quote from Exodus 19, 4, so that

you know he's talking about this new Exodus, not like the one from Egypt, but a better one.
And here's how he ends Isaiah chapter 40, verse 31. He says, "'But those who hope in the Lord

will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles.'" They will run and not grow
weary. They will walk and not be faint. Mark is starting his entire account of Yeshua off with

this chapter. Mark is indicating that his account and his recollection and his film of Yeshua is
the account of the greater exodus that can only be found in Yeshua. It is the conclusion of

everything the prophets promised, and God is doing it now. That's why it's good news.
Worship team, you guys can come up as we conclude today. In the world that we live in, the

life that is your reality around you, in the battlefield set before you, what do you see? What do
you see? What do you feel? Is it darkness? Does the world look black outside everywhere you
turn? Does it feel like God has abandoned you in this world? Because if that's what you feel,

Mark has news for you. The God that Isaiah saw closing up the heavens is sealing up the
world, not on his account, but because of the darkness that permeates within the life of our
own hearts, the apocalyptic vision that Isaiah writes about, Mark has concluded. And Mark

writes about an apocalyptic real story where Yeshua goes into the water, rises up, and at the
moment, the blackness in the world that we feel we can only subject ourselves to, the weight

of hopelessness that has become our focus in our minds everywhere we turn, the darkness
that has become our life routine, at that moment, Mark wants to tell you something. The

heavens were rent apart. in such a manner that the force caused by it is inescapable. God
has returned despite the lack of focus in our lives, despite the rebellious nature that we find in

our hearts from time to time, despite allowing ourselves to be enslaved by sin, death, and
hopelessness, the King has returned. And it is through and only through the light, love, and
kingdom of Yeshua the Messiah that we find ourselves truly free. And so I don't know where

you're at today, But I want to remind you of this: that there is a God who would stop at
nothing to embrace you with His love. That there is a God that would stop at nothing to wrap
His arms around you and bring you a peace that can only be described as everlasting life. Will

you acknowledge the heavens have been rent today? Will you acknowledge that no matter
what you think is a big deal in the world out there, there is a bigger deal of what is going on in

your heart and in this place right now. And if you can acknowledge that God has done
something great, not allowing the world to be the only option, the only focus, or the only thing
that you can hang your mission of the gospel on, if you can acknowledge that, then you truly

will be mounted up on wings of eagles. You will run, and no matter what, you will not get
weary in this temporary world. you will run past the finish line into the arms of the Father. And

so please stand with me as we conclude in prayer. And I want to invite you guys during this
time of worship to think about what it means for God to rent the heavens of creation to pour
into it and what that should mean in your life today. And if you would like... a time of prayer

guys we have a prayer team that is completely dedicated to lifting you up in prayer and
coming alongside you to walk before the father no matter what you're going through today

whether it has something to do with maybe a conviction from the word of God today or
something else that you're struggling with in your life or you just need some encouragement

and someone to come alongside pray you I encourage you take advantage of our prayer
team Alvina Makenu our father our king father we thank you for this time we thank you for
this fellowship We thank you for this Shabbat, this day that is symbolic and engulfing of the
rest that is only found in your son Yeshua, that your spirit of peace would totally engulf our
hearts, your spirit of hope would overflow in us, and your love would drown away anything
that would distract us from you and only you. We thank you, Father, for your spirit that you
have given to us as a gift, and we ask, we ask earnestly... That if there's anything in our lives

that you would convict us of that, that we can get it out so that we can be a display of perfect
love in the world, no matter what's going on out there, so that the world would see a perfect
love and that they would no longer see us, but that they would see the King walking among
them, that our hearts would be pouring out with his love, mercy, and grace. We thank you,
Father. In the name of Yeshua, we pray as a fellowship. Amen. Oh, to be with you. Oh, to be
with you. How to be with you. How to be with you. Let us turn to the Lord. Yes, Lord. Turn to

you, Father. For you've called me, Jesus. For he said, you have ravished me. I am yours and are
mine. This is my prayer. It's my solemn vow. that I have I pour out an offering of worship in

Christ we love you Lord love you Lord to be with you just to be with you Yes, 'cause this is my
prayer It's my solemn vow And with, we love you Lord We'll love you all of my heart Soul and
my mind Pour out an offering of worship and cry We'll love you We love you Lord I will love
you Just sing that out, I love you Lord We'll love you Lord We'll love you Lord We'll love you

Lord Thank you, Father. Yes, Lord. Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one. Blessed
be the name of the glory of his kingdom forever and ever. Amen. Amen. Thank you, Lord. You

are dismissed. Go love each other.
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