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Do you ever find yourself searching for something bigger than you? For a community to be a
part of? A place founded on truth and love. A place to worship the King of Kings, the Lord of

Lords, and the Son of God. Welcome to Founded in Truth, where we're more than just a
fellowship. We're a family. So welcome home. Super excited today to explore the Bible Code.

And, um, spoiler alert, we are not jumping into some Gematria, numeric value, pictorial,
Hebrew, graphic, paleo, no. We're going to be speaking about the Bible code that we all know
as believers. The one thing that unlocks the entire essence of the word to our hearts and our

minds, the one thing that truly unlocks allows the scriptures to come alive in our lives as a
source of vitality as we walk out every day. And it's not some crossword puzzle, connecting
numbers stuff. Guys, it's Yeshua. Like, spoiler alert, that's the Bible. That's what unlocks the

scriptures to us. It's Jesus. He's the Bible code. And the Bible is amazing because it all points
to a story about how God will create his abode among man, engulfing them with his

presence. And this is a story... of how he has done that in this person that we call our King,
Yeshua. And so this week we are continuing the kind of primer to our Torah series that I'm
super excited to jump into. But like last week, I want us to explore and continue exploring

what the Bible is, what the Bible isn't, and just how cool it is. Seriously, did you guys enjoy last
week's message? It was... Isaiah is an amazing book, isn't it? Did you see some stuff that was
really cool, right? Did Jeremiah all of a sudden become something that you wanted to read

more than Twilight or something silly? Jeremiah actually came alive. Like, wow, this is
actually a really, really cool book now that I understand some of the content. And I really

wanted to name this message, The Stupendous Scriptures. But it sounded way cooler in my
head, and then when I said it out loud, yeah. So... When we jump into God's Word, written by
the men that He commissioned to write it, and we see all of the neat, cool stuff that God has
inspired to be there, it's really exciting. And, spoiler alert, as I said, we're going to be taking a
look at some of the patterns in the Bible today. Codes, if you will. And, like I said, we won't be

looking at countless pages of Gematria and counting letters and seeing all this little stuff. And
the reason why is because when we realize what the Bible is and is not, we realize that there

is a story and there are patterns and things that God actually wants us to see and internalize,
things that He actually wants to write on our hearts, and things that we don't want to see.
and take and implement into our daily life so that his kingdom can be seen, felt, and heard

throughout the message of the gospel. We're not supposed to make the Bible into nonsense.
We're supposed to make it into the sword and the power that it is. So there is a code in the

Bible, a pattern, and as Yeshua-following Christians, we already know what that is. It is
Yeshua. It's Jesus. That the biblical narrative culminates in him. So, without further ado, let's

jump in. And remember last week when I got probably way too excited the moment that
Isaiah started to rap in Isaiah 5? You guys remember that? I'm likely going to be that giddy

this entire message because God's Word is amazing and what He's doing through it and
what He's done through it. So, there are things in the Bible... that I'm just excited and I

actually get a chance to present them. So at this point, at the point of this message, what I
hope to see happen is you view the Bible as something that is absolutely smashing,

spectacular, and stupendous. That's what I hope that you walk away with today. That it
draws you into it like never before and that you have a renewed excitement about how much
God loves you and how amazing His Word is. That's my objective in this presentation today.
So let's jump in. Now remember, the Bible is a continuous narrative. It's a continuous story

written across hundreds or even thousands of years by many, many, many different authors
and compilers and collectors and scribes. And with those lenses on, we're actually going to

save Genesis 1 and the awesomeness of the poetic prose, if you will, of Genesis 1 for the Torah
series. But today we're going to go ahead and jump over to Genesis chapter 3. A chapter that

we've probably sat in and camped in for a very long time now because it's important. Now,
when we go to Genesis 3, you know, where that whole snake thing happened, the talking

snake and the Cirque du Soleil stunts with the flaming swords and the fall of mankind. What
has happened in the previous two chapters? Let's go ahead and review those real quick.

Chapter 1 of Genesis, God created a world that was... God creates a world from an
uninhabitable place. It's translated as void and without form. In Hebrew, it's tohu vavohu. It's
a little rhyme there. And he gives function to all of creation for one singular climactic event so
that he can create humans to dwell with. That's Genesis 1. That's what Genesis 1 is about. And

it's a story of God's pursuit... for a relationship with you. His spirit blows or hovers over the
waters. He splits the waters, and in between the waters, dry land appears. And in this, he

cultivates a world where he pursues all creation through his image bearers. He creates man
in the places, then places man into the garden mountain where his presence is revealed to

them very intimately. So that's Genesis 1. Now, chapter 2 of Genesis, in summary, is more of a
detailed account of man searching for a mate. So God creates animals, right? And of course,

he didn't find a mate in those. And then, whoa, man, there's his mate. It's actually a little bit of
a different creation account. It's a little bit of a different story. Because if you read it in Genesis

1, man was created last. Animals were created before man. And man is the youngest of all
creation. But he rules over all of creation through the wisdom of God. And that sets off the

pattern throughout Genesis many of you are familiar with about the older serving the
younger brother and the younger brother always getting the blessing. So yeah, that's the

setup for Genesis chapter 3. So without further ado, Genesis chapter 3 verse 1. Now the
serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field. Does anyone remember what the
word for crafty is? Arum. Arum, right? The serpent was more crafty than any other beast in
the field that the Lord God had made. So the crafty serpent goes up to the humans and he
speaks to the female. And what's he say? He says, hey, don't you think that you should take

the wisdom of knowing and determining good and evil for yourself? Do you think you should
eat that fruit? And what does the woman say? No, God said not to. He gives us life. He gives
us. We reign through him, not on our own, not apart from him. So no, we don't eat that tree.

And the serpent says what? It says nonsense. If you take of it, that will just make you like him.
Which is irony in that because they were his image bearers, so they were already like him,

right? For God knows that when you eat it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God,
knowing good from evil. If you eat the fruit, you will have taken the knowledge of good and
evil for yourself. So what does the woman decide to do? So when the woman saw, she did

what? So God comes for a visit right after that, and he finds them, and what are they doing?
They're ashamed, and they are now, realize that they are, Naked. Remember the wordplay?
Arom. Arom, arom. They're naked. And then there's a distinct section of the chapter where

poetic stances break out from the author, from the translations, of the elegantly articulated
curses of the snake and the man and the woman. You guys remember them? What was the

thing he said to the man? And to Adam he said, because you have listened to the voice of
your wife. Listen to the voice of who? Not to who? He didn't listen to whose voice. He didn't

listen to God's voice. He listened to the voice of his wife. You have eaten the tree which I
commanded you. What is the result? They are exiled from the garden, exiled from God's

presence. And this is one of the foundational stories in the Bible that launches us forward into
something that we will see is a question. And it's fascinating because whenever we read this
story, especially among non-believing friends and even among our own circles, the question
of... Did this happen? It really comes up. And although, okay, that's a good question, I think a

better question is, did it ever stop happening? Did it ever stop happening? Is it still
happening? Because the next time that we see the phrase of someone seeing and taking
something, we find ourselves in Genesis chapter 6, 6-1. Verse 1. Important verse, verse 8. So,

The sons of God saw and took, and somehow this caused mankind to be completely
corrupted. Lots of different discussions there on these first couple of verses, but the result is
God wants to undo creation. He wants to hit the rewind button. He wants to reverse it. He

wants to watch everything go back to a spot in the universe that is uninhabitable. But before
he does this, his grace is unleashed through a single man. Who? Noah. And what's Noah's
story? God is going to reboot creation through a flood, and his covenant with mankind is

going to come through Noah. It's like a new Adam, if you will. It's like another Adam. So he
tells Noah to do what? Take all aspects of creation into the ark with him. All of the animals,

and then all of the plants with him for food for him and the animals. Everything's coming into
the ark. And Noah... And there's a little clue here. After seven days, the waters of the flood
came upon the earth. Noah gets everyone in this ark. It's this spot that is for him and his

family. It's secure. And then after seven days, the flood comes onto the earth. So here we find
Noah between the waters in a confined area, and he has dominion over the animals, just like
Adam. And then, in Genesis 8:2, God sends his spirit to blow over the earth and it pushes the

water away. And then Noah sends out a dove that hovers or flies over the waters and the next
thing we see happening is dry land appears. Oh, this is kind of familiar, right? You see it? Kind

of see a pattern? So Noah walks out of the ark and he begins to pursue creation equipped
with God's covenantal relationship. And then what does he do? Noah eats the fruit of a
garden and finds himself naked. He plants a vineyard, eats the fruit of the vineyard, and

exposes nakedness. It's almost like it's the same story but different characters. It's happened
again. Adam falls. Israel comes out of a place that is uninhabitable because they're

oppressed by slavery, and they walk between the waters, and dry land appears. It's what it
says in the Hebrew. It's the same phrase. They walk between the waters, the water split, and

they walk on dry land. And they're taken up to a mountain garden where God dwells with
them in the form of a covenantal relationship, making them his image bearers. He's

rebooting. A kingdom of priests to witness to the world in his name. Show the world what his
justice and love and peace looks like. Be a kingdom of priests. That is until chapter 32 of

Exodus, right? And when the people saw... that Moses had delayed and come down from the
mountain, the people gathered. So gathered is interesting because the word for take or took
is the word leka or in some forms yeka. And so the word here for gathered is yeka el. It has a
lamed slapped on the back of it. It's just to take it together to Aaron. Aaron, make us gods
who we shall serve before us. As for this Moses, this man who brought us out of the land of

Egypt... we don't know what's even become of them so the people took of their rings of gold
that were on their ears they brought them to Aaron and he received their gold and fashioned

with a graving tool and made a golden calf and they said these are our gods oh Israel who
brought us out of the land of Egypt they entered into a covenant relationship with God to be
his image bearers until they saw that Moses had delayed and they gathered together and

then they thought it was good to build a build a build a calf they ate the fruit they failed was
that a failure Kind of a big failure. They ate the fruit. They defined what good and evil was for
themselves apart from God. Apart from God's wisdom. And then what happens? Does God

get really upset as a result of them making the calf? Well, yeah. What's he say? He's speaking
to who? Moses. Moses, I'm going to reset this whole thing. I'm going to wipe them all out, and
I'm going to start again with a single person, you. Does that sound familiar? They ate the fruit.

They chose to pursue their own version of good and evil. God wants to hit reset. He wants to
do a rewind. He wants to do what he did in the flood and just wipe them out, and he wants

his grace to be made known through one man, Moses, this new Adam character. He doesn't.
His grace abounds, but do you see it? You see kind of a pattern. Seeing and taking, he saw
and he took. Seeing and taking is a type of literary pattern that occurs many times through

scriptures, kind of like a code. It's not some like law, first mission, first mention stuff. That's not
this at all. But in many places, those words seem to be placed in the text to tell us something.
You're reading the same story being played out over and over and over again. And I believe
what the biblical authors want you to ask, they want you engaged and they want you to ask

a question. After you keep reading the same thing happening over and over and over and
over again, they want you to ask the question of when will it stop? When will it stop and we
come back to the place where it's us walking with God? Partaking of the tree of life, not the

tree that sets us apart from God. How about Abraham? A man who God chose to show forth
his covenantal relationship through in order to pursue the world with his kingdom. Through
you, everybody's going to be blessed. Through you, everyone will see my blessings. You will be

my image bearers. He calls Abraham out of a land to make a journey to a land that will be his
one day. Type of Eden. You could stretch that. Through you, the blessing of who I am will be

poured out into the world. It's another Adam. It's another pattern. And Abraham's story goes
back and forth. It's fascinating. His story goes back and forth in his struggle to listen to the

voice of the Lord. He brings Lot with him after God didn't tell him to bring Lot with him.
Depart from your family. Ah, and then he brought Lot with him. And that was a great wise

choice, right? Because like he got involved with World War Zero. He had to do all that. He had
the whole like soap opera about the sheep, the cattle, the flocks. Yeah, causes issue. He lets
his wife be taken by Pharaoh. I'm sure that was a growing moment in their marriage. And
then Abraham asks God, right? He gets a blessing from Melchizedek, then God reveals his
plan to give Abraham a seed. And then Abraham asks God, he says, hey God, how is your

blessing, how is the world going to be blessed if I don't have any children? So what happens?
Does God promise him he will have children? That he does. You will have a son. And instead
of waiting on the wisdom and waiting on God's timing and listening to the voice of the Lord

and being obedient, Sarah chose to determine for herself what the right way to proceed with
God's plan was. Genesis chapter 16. Now Sarah, Abram's wife, had borne him no children, and

she had a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. And Sarah said to Abram,
Behold now, the Lord has prevented me from bearing children. Go into my servant. It will be
that I shall obtain children by her. And Abram listened to the voice of Sarah. So Abram went

and... Oh wait... That was the curse from Adam. It's funny how the biblical author uses the
same phrase there. Do you think he's trying to tell us something? Do you think he's trying to
connect us to something? She took of its fruit and ate and also gave some to her husband

who was with her and he ate. Once again, we have the same story being told with different
characters. Hagar conceives and then she's angry with Sarah, likely for forcing her into the

situation. I mean, they abused their slave girl. And it says that Sarah was so harsh to her after
this that Hagar chose to run away, taking her chances of dying in the desert than to live
under the oppression of Sarah any longer. Abram and Sarah totally abused Hagar in this

situation. Totally. It is what it is. Used her as a sexual object and then ran her out. I love how
the biblical heroes in the Bible are never really people that we should emulate. Like, seriously.

Seriously. Like Adam, Abram, David, Noah, Samson. These are not people that we're like
meant to emulate. We're meant to read their stories and find ourselves in them. Wow, looks
like they're struggling through life just like I might be. Here we have a family that follows the
God of Israel and they oppress their slave. And we all know how God feels about oppressing
slaves in weaker nations, right? And the story gets really complicated when you continue to
read it. God meets Hagar. He tells her to return to Abram. There's a plan. And he essentially

ends up blessing her and her son. And then what happens? Sarah finally gets pregnant with
Isaac. So God's plan finally comes about. What if Sarah had just waited on the Lord? Sarah
finally gets pregnant with Isaac. They end up sending Hagar away with her teenage son,

Ishmael. And God meets them. He gives them water and they go on to thrive as a people. But
what happens with Isaac? So this is interesting. So Abraham is told by God that God, basically
God says, I want him back. The son that I promised you and gave you, I want him back. I told

you to send Ishmael away, your other son, and now I want this one back. The one that I
promised you and your wife. I want you to sacrifice him. Give him back. It's a type of reversal
that takes place. Some would assert that it's a consequence of his actions with Hagar. I've

heard that discussion. It's neat. All the same, the Akedah, Genesis 22, we see Abraham being
obedient. Abraham's obedient with God's request to him to go sacrifice his son. He listens to
the voice of the Lord. And on the third day, he looked up and he saw the place. And then he
took the knife and he proceeded to follow God's instructions. Abraham lifted up his eyes. He

saw the place from afar. He took the wood for the burnt offering, and he took his hand in the
fire and the wood. And then he goes, and he goes and lays his son down, and he raises the
knife up. And we know the story. Suddenly, a voice calls to him. Do not lay your hand on the
boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear the Lord, seeing that you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me. This is when it gets good. And Abraham lifted up

his eyes and So same phrase, he just used a few verses earlier, right? He lifted up his eyes, and
at first he saw the place where he was supposed to go, make the sacrifice, and he took the
knife. And here he lifted up his eyes, and he saw something different. Behold him, he saw a

ram caught in the thicket, and Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, the Lord will provide.

Abraham saw and took in this instance. And he didn't see and take from the tree of knowing
good and evil, the tree of determining what was right in his own eyes apart from God. No, he

took of the tree of life. He took of the wisdom of God. He took hold of allowing God's will to
flourish and teach him through his own life. And then he saw and took on the revelation and
the result of that, being given the wisdom through obedience. What was the wisdom that he

got from all this? I know that the Lord will provide. This is the wisdom that he learned from
this instance, through obedience. And what is the result of him choosing not to eat the fruit

like he had struggled with this whole time, struggling to listen to the voice of the Lord or not?
It's right here in this speech. And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from
heaven and said... Why? Because you have obeyed my voice. This is the blessing of Adam. This
is the blessing and vocation to be God's image bearer Shining forth his love, mercy, and reign

of his kingdom out to the world. Being a vessel for which the world will experience God's
blessings. That was dependent on Abraham not doing it his way. That was dependent on

Abraham depending on the Lord. When we choose not to live on our own terms, but live by
the wisdom and obedience towards God that only God gives, living with the fear of the Lord

throughout our obedience and commitment to him, Then blessing and life and the blessings
of Eden are unleashed into the world. That's what this verse says. The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom. Abraham was called out of a nation. He was called out of his family.
And here we have this single man who God is going to use to bless the entire world. Once

again, it comes down to one man who God is going to use to unleash the blessings of Eden
on the world. Adam, then Noah, then Abram. And when we continue reading the biblical

narrative, the story, there's one person... That as we go through Israel forming into a nation, as
we go through the lessons in the book of Judges of the crippling and downfall of all of the

leaders of Israel and Israel as a people, notice the leadership just gets worse and worse and
worse and worse until it climaxes in the person of Samson. It's just not a great leader. A

horrible, horrible, horrible leader. After... The nation gets on its feet. There is one person in the
Bible story, biblical story, his name is mentioned more times in the Old Testament, 1011, more
times in the Old Testament than anyone else. Who is this one figure? David. King David. King

David. Man called out of a nation, called out of the family, and through him, something
special is going to come. David ends up developing very quickly in the biblical story as a man

taken from out of the people, out of his family. And in 2 Samuel 11, we're just going to jump
back and we're going to come to a familiar story. This king after God's own heart. And this is a
story of him and Bathsheba. And it happened. Late one afternoon when David arose from his

couch and he was walking on the roof of the king's house that he saw from the roof a
woman. He saw and contemplated Bathsheba. On the roof, a woman bathing. And that
woman was very beautiful. It was very attractive to his eyes. And David sent and inquired

about the woman and said, oh, is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah
the Hittite, like your homeboy, David? So David sent messengers and took her. He saw, he
contemplated, and he took Bathsheba. Just like the Abraham story, a child is born in this

story, but unlike the Abraham story, this child dies. Then David has a son named Solomon, the
esteemed son of David. Remember, we spoke specifically about this back in our Mission of
God series, about how Solomon is portrayed in Kings. And in 1 Kings 3, it says that Solomon

loved the Lord, that he made sacrifices to God in the high places because they didn't have a
temple. Well, what are you going to do it? And it was in this high place that Solomon

communes with God. He worships God. And then he goes to sleep, and God comes to him in a
dream where Solomon asks for wisdom to rule over the people. Because he's just a child, he
says. I'm just a child, and I have no business determining what is good and evil, is what he
says. I don't know good and evil, Father. Teach me. Teach me your wisdom. You determine
what is good and evil in my eyes. I should not be determining what good and evil is in my

eyes in ruling over this people. And God says, because you have asked this, we read this a few
weeks ago. He says, because you have asked this, I will give it to you. We've got time to read

the text. You don't have a choice. 1 Kings 3.11 Because you have asked this, and have not
asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself

understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I will
give you a wise and discerning mind. So that none like you has been before you, and none like

you shall arise after. And I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so
that no other king shall be compared to you all of your days. And if you will walk in my ways,

keep my statutes, and keep my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will
lengthen your days. I will give you life. And then Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream.

Man, it's everywhere. So here we have Solomon continuing the legacy of his father who
struggled between taking the tree of life, which we'll see is the knowledge and the wisdom of

God, and the tree of determining and knowing good and evil for himself. And here he's in a
high place with God. He has a dream where he's given everything he couldn't take for himself.

And when he wakes up from this deep sleep, the thing that is going to be his helpmate, this
thing that is going to help him be the image bearer that he is truly meant to be, is revealed to
him. I've heard one scholar point out that this has undertones of an Adamic story. Waking up

from sleep and the blessings of Eden are available to him right then and there. Adam, the
Hebrew word for humans. Humans are called to rule this world with the wisdom that only

God gives. It's your mandate. And if they do, life and blessing will be poured out. And they will
stand as the image bearers that pour out God's love and justice and mercy and forgiveness

and reign of his kingdom. The ambassadors of his kingdom on earth. That's what the story is.
And it's the struggle. of constantly failing to reach out and grab the right fruit over and over

and over again. What happened to Solomon? He started out great, right? You guys know the
story. We've went over it a lot. What happened to Solomon? He started out great. And then

he had a lot of wives, didn't he? And then he had a lot of horses, had a huge military. He
became an arms dealer between Egypt and the Hittites in Italy up north. The things that the
Torah says specifically a king should not do, he does with great excess. What was the verse? I

didn't put it in here. It was, and out of Jerusalem, the amount of silver that came out of
Jerusalem during the reign of Solomon was how much a day? 666 talents, to give us a hint.
How about this? Other stories. When Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she

took away. Wow! This is a great little story. So what if Leah said, well, you know what, I'm just
going to take my servant over here. You've read the next couple of verses. Big fight breaks out
among the family. The family's divided. Huge soap opera between her and her sister. Right?
And then what happens three verses later? She comes to Jacob herself. God hears her voice,
and she gets pregnant with Issachar. If she had waited, if she had waited on the Lord, if she
had waited and not determined that this is the good thing to do, not exercise the wisdom of

the Lord. Genesis 34, 2. And Shechem, the son of Hamor, the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw
her. Who's he talking about? Dina. And took her and lay with her and humiliated her. We

know what the result of this story is, right? This is the whole Levon-Simeon incident. Not only
did he die, his entire village was killed by Levi and Simeon. He saw and he took. Achan

answered when he was pinned down, Achan, what have you done? Why can we not? We are
getting slaughtered out there. Achan, what is happening? And Achan answered Joshua, truly

I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is what I did. When I saw among the
spoil beautiful things, Did that work out for Achan and his family? When he saw something

that was beautiful and took of it? No. They died. Spoiler alert. Let's see this phrase used in
wisdom literature in Proverbs 24. This is great. So this is the biblical author, and he's trying to

express some type of wisdom to us. He says, I passed by the field of a sluggard and by the
vineyard of a man lacking sense, and behold, it was all overgrown with thorns. The ground

was covered with nettles, and its stone wall was broken down. And then I saw and I
considered, and I looked and I received, laka, I took instruction from And this is the result of

him pondering this wisdom. A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of hands to rest, and
poverty will come upon you like a robber and want like an armed man. So here we see this

phrase used for what it is, having wisdom and discernment. And this is what he, when he saw
it, he took, he pondered, and this is the wisdom that came out of it. Will you take of the tree of
knowing good and evil apart from God, or will you take hold of the tree of life? Probably tells
us plainly what the tree of life is in the biblical story. Be not wise in your own eyes. Fear the

Lord and turn away from evil. Does that sound like some good wisdom? It will be healing to
your flesh and refreshment to your bones. Honor the Lord with your wealth and with all the

first fruits of your produce. Then your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will be
bursting with wine. Blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the one who gets

understanding. She is a tree of life to those who hold on to her. Those who hold her fast are
called blessed. Take hold of the tree of life. is the story of the Bible from Genesis 1 moving

forward. But we see time and time again, people try and they reach, but even if they grasp it,
they end up failing. They end up turning the tree of good and evil into their own personal tree

of life. This is what will bring me success. This is what will bring blessing into my life. This is
what is good, and that is evil over there. Has anyone ever justified the sin in their life

knowingly? What happens when you do that? This isn't something you do ignorantly. It's like,
I know I'm doing X, Y, Z wrong. This could be gossiping. This could be lying. This could be
stealing. This could be lust. This could be addiction. Name it. Instead of figuring a way to

address these things and depending on the Lord and going before the Father and crying out
in the power that is given to us in Yeshua, we sit back and we say, you know what? I think it's

not that bad. I think there are worse things. I don't think this is so ra-ah, evil or bad. I don't
think this is so bad. I mean, it's not, I'm not hurting too many people. Maybe it's toad. Maybe
it's good. Am I the only one that's ever done that in my life? I mean, has anyone else ever sat

there and said, you know what? You know what? I can make the decisions in my own life, and
I can rule this world apart from God the way I want to rule it, and I want that fruit. I want to
be like God. Anyone... It's a story that happened, but did it ever stop? When will it stop? The

issue isn't Torah. The issue isn't God's commands. The issue isn't God's way. No, Paul says that
the issue is the hearts of man, the weakness of our flesh. Found before the reign of God.

Found before the Torah and the commandments of God. Remember Israel? After the spies
brought back the bad report, right? Mention it when I bless the children. So you had, you

know, two spies that came back and said, we can totally do this. Went to the hilltops, looked
at them all. We got it. It's fine. Why do we know this? Because we have a resume with God

that we can check over and see like he's done this, this, this, this. And he said we can take it.
So let's do it. And you got the other 10 guys that were like, no, no, we can't take the land.

Everyone familiar with the story? Hope so. I didn't put it in here. I broke my rule on how many
verses I can reference in a message and totally just broke that rule. What happened when
the people begin to think that the report that came from the spies that was against what
God had said, when they said this is a good report, this is good for us, we want to take this

report. This is not a bad, this is good for us to hear because we don't need to go on that land
or else we'll die. We should just go back to Egypt. That would be a better thing. That would be
good. Evil is going into that land. Bad, raw, is going into the land. Tov is going back to Egypt.
And so what happened to those people? Were they allowed to go into the land? Who was?
Joshua, the son of man. This is the beginning of Deuteronomy. Joshua, the son of man who
stands before you, he shall enter. Encourage him. This is speaking to You get it? You get it?
This is one of the geek out moments. It's like, wow. Faith and commitment like a child. I am
but a child. Solomon's words. I am but a child. I do not know. I am not able to discern, nor
should I discern good and evil to rule over this people, God. I need you to pour it into me. I

need your laws. I need your word to overtake me and engulf my life so that I can make the
right decisions and I can take of the tree of life and I can show the world what it means to be
in a relationship with you. And when they see me, they will see your image, but they will not

see me. The children who have no knowledge of knowing, they don't know good and evil, they
shall go in, and to them I will give the land, the type of Eden for them. To them I will give the

blessing, and they shall possess it. But as for you, turn and journey into the wilderness and the
direction of the Red Sea. So to summarize this pattern, It's the pattern that's being, it's the
same story being retold over and over and over again about a people who fall short due to

their own desires and their own pursuits to rule over their lives and to rule over this world
apart from God. And as a result, death and decay and jealousy and greed and hate and

anger and selfishness abounds in all of the stories that we just flew through. Sin abounds.
Death abounds. As a result of not leaning on God, but saying, you know what, I'm going to

see, and I'm going to say that's pretty, and I'm going to take it and eat it. And in all the stories,
we see something, the fruit of that. And so what does God do in all the stories that we just,

most of the stories that we just reviewed, the big ones? He has a desire to recreate the world
when these figures fall. He wants to reset creation quite a few times. to start anew with a
single person who who will he choose next to start a new creation through who will be the
next Adam that will rise up and all other nations in all of the world will be blessed through
him well as a people who have pledged their allegiance to Yeshua taken the identity of a
Christ follower Christians we know the answer to that we already know the answer to that

We know that God indeed did hit the reset button on creation. But instead of wiping out all of
the broken, struggling, weak people, he wiped out sin, death, and the oppressive powers of

darkness. Like that's the reset button. And he started a new way to settle and take of the tree
of life through a single person, Yeshua, the new and the last Adam. That's the story. That's the
Bible code in Revelation 13. All the nations come up to Jerusalem and they all eat the tree of
life and they get healing from it. Trigger all the verses that talk about Yeshua being the new
and the last Adam. Paul writing to Corinth, he says, Thus it is written, the first Adam became
a living being, the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. It is through Christ that the blessing
of Adam, the blessing of Abraham, the blessing of Eden has been poured out into the world.
In him there is no longer death. I love Paul's bold assertion in Galatians chapter 3. He says,
Yeshua was the human being we were always supposed to be, but failed. Yeshua was the

Adam we were always supposed to be. Yeshua stood in our place of failure and stood in the
gap between a corrupted world at our own hands and a new creation that only flourishes in

and through Him. He is the true image bearer of God. And that we, we are called
ambassadors of that. You are ambassadors of Christ, soldiers of Christ. If we have committed
ourselves to a life of pursuing God, of reaching and grabbing hold of the tree of life through

this person of Yeshua, the wisdom and blessing that only comes from God so that we
ourselves find ourselves in communion with God, it's the reversal of the curse of the law in

Deuteronomy 28. We've went over those before. Deuteronomy 28, very exhaustive. If you turn
your back to me and break my commandments, these are the curses. And all of the curses
that God speaks about in Deuteronomy 28, they climax in verse 64. And the climax of the
curse of the law is exile from God. Exile from God. If we have pledged our allegiance to a

kingdom not of this earth, we will find Eden. And our charge is to take up that vocation of his
image bearer, bearing the image of Christ. being his hands, being his feet, his mouth, so that

when the world sees us, they would see the perfected work of Yeshua. That is the climax of
the story of the Bible. That God would not stand by. That God would not allow his good

creation to go on deeper into corruption. That God would not just leave it to burn. No, the
climax of the story of the Bible is that there would be a new creation where the hearts and
souls of man were truly, truly empowered to do what they were destined to do. And this is

done in Jesus. That's the Bible code. That is the solution for the pattern that we see
throughout the entire Bible. Israel goes on to cultivate a land of Israel during the time of

Solomon. Peace on all borders. Builds the temple of God using slaves of oppressed, weaker
nations. Israel goes on to live at the expense of others. They let go of the tree of life and beheld

the pursuit of knowing good and evil for themselves. And what happened? How does the
story of Israel, how does it culminate to the worst possible situation? It's the same story,

different characters. It's a broken record. And the question is, when will this stop? And the
thing about the authors of the New Testament is they understood the gravity of this. They

understood that reading through all of these stories, that there was a common denominator.
Reading through all of these stories, all of these different details and different stories, that

there was something that they all pointed to. Now, I kind of showed the mosaic last week, but
I want to show it again because I know I didn't get to show the whole demonstration last

week. But when we see this, what do you see? Who sees some familiar faces? That's old Jason
there. There's Alan Sharpe. I see you guys. Is that a wolf? Look, is some family from Saudi

Arabia having a family time and eating dinner? Joy? Babies. Babies are a lamb. Beautiful
scenery. Oh, look, there's a universe, right? There's a bunch of foster kids with hearts on their

faces. Seemingly disconnected stories that really don't have a lot in common with each other.
Individual stories, just like in the Bible, when we read through all these individual instances

and stories. But then when we take a step back, Then when we take a step back, we begin to
see more. And we're not sure, is the image becoming clearer or more distorted? We don't
know. There's the moon as a zebra. That's pretty cool. What do you guys see? A bunch of

pretty people, happy, from all over the world. There's a goat. And when we continue to step
back, something happens in the biblical story. We continue to see a code that unlocks a

single unifying story that points to one person. and one person only. It's all about Yeshua. And
this is something that the New Testament authors were convinced about. Like, everything's

about Jesus. Like, y'all don't understand the gravity of what God has done in fixing this
question of this repeating story that was brought into the world by one man continually. Just

keep repeating, how is he going to fix it? Seriously, so 1 Corinthians 10, you guys familiar? I
didn't put all the verses in here. I have verse 4. So 1 Corinthians 10, I know it's a midrash. I know
it's a midrash, okay? But still, let's look beyond the midrash, okay? So Paul's speaking about,
and he's speaking to Corinth, and he's like, don't you know all of you guys were out there in

the wilderness? All of you guys went through the waters with Moses, right? The Red Sea,
crossing over, right? That's the motivation for baptism, that we're going to go through the
waters of the baptism, right? And then Paul says this, Paul gets excited in 1 Corinthians 10,
and he's writing about the rock that sprang forth water. Everybody familiar with the rock?
And this is what he says. He says, Everybody's saying amen. The rock wasn't like when we

read the story. The rock wasn't Jesus. What are you talking about? The rock wasn't like... Like,
Paul, I understand what you're saying. Oh, it's the spiritual rock. And the rock moved. It grew

legs and followed them. Like, what is... Paul is so excited here. He's like, no, the rock was Jesus.
And us, being biblical intellects, we would argue with Paul and say, Paul, like, dad, dad's some

icy... That ain't no good exegesis right there. You need to learn some Hermes. Like, Paul, you
don't understand what you're talking about. At which point, I would dare think that Paul

would interrupt you and say, no, you don't understand Jesus. You don't understand. You don't
know what's going on. That was Jesus. You don't understand the greatness and the power of

what God has done through this person of Yeshua. Everything revolved and does revolve
around him. Everything pointed to him. It's what the story's about. The whole story is that God
wants to create a place where he would dwell among you and pursue a relationship with you,
and he's done it. So don't tell me I don't understand. The rock was Jesus, right? All the biblical
authors do this. Matthew does it. Matthew does it. Here we go. And he rose and took the child
and his mother, speaking about Yeshua. Remember when they had to run from King Herod
and they went to Egypt. And then they left Egypt. So they went to Egypt and then they came

back from Egypt. And Matthew trips and he's like, yeah, they rose and they took the child,
Yeshua, and his mother by night and departed Egypt and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was fulfilled from what the Lord had spoken by the prophet. Out of Egypt I called
my son. And we're so excited about that. Because, you know, obviously he must be quoting a

messianic prophecy. I guess we don't have the, I don't have the slide there, but that's okay.
He's quoting Hosea 11.1. Do you know what Hosea 11.1 says? The verse in Hosea 11.1 isn't

necessarily talking about a Messiah. It's talking about Israel. And Matthew's over here like,
yeah, Israel, the broken people of God who ate the fruit, who departed from God's presence.
The people that Yeshua stood in the place for. Yeshua represents Israel. The true people of
God that stand as his images in the world to unleash the blessing of garden. Yeah, that's

Jesus. All of it revolves around Yeshua because it's one unified story that speaks about how
God is going to save his creation by rebooting it. I love it. The code that unites the entire Bible
as well as fulfills the entire Bible and the entire plan and mission of God. So the question after
all of this, the question is, what are you going to do about it? What are you going to do about

it? Will you continue to turn your back on the tree of life? Will you continue to take of
determining what good and evil is apart from God's wisdom and God's commands? Defining

your own rules of how to justify the life that you may or may not live. Of ruling your life your
way instead of allowing God to unleash the blessings of Eden through it. That's the hope that

is found in Yeshua. Where there is forgiveness, there is return from exile, there is mercy and
grace and the essence of the justice of God. Right there. The pattern that through one person,

God's blessing of Eden will be unleashed in a type of new creation. Worship team, you guys
can come up. I want to conclude with this. In Romans chapter 5, verse 12, Paul hammers this
point here. He says, You catch it? God rebooted the blessings of Eden through one man. God

so loved the world that he sent his only begotten son that whosoever would believe in him
should not perish but experience life everlasting. For God did not send his son to condemn the

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. It's all about Yeshua. That's
the Bible code. It's all about new creation. It's all about the final Adam who unleashes the

blessings of Eden. That's the code of the Bible. It's Yeshua. So please stand. Please stand as
we conclude services the same way that we enter in through worship and praise of our

Father. I don't know where you're at today. If you guys need prayer for an instance in your life,
maybe there's a situation in your life that you would just like for someone to go before the
Father alongside you, we have a prayer team on either side of the Fellowship Center, and I
invite you to take advantage of that. These are people that will not stand before you, not

stand behind you. They will stand with you as you approach fellowship. the throne room of
God with your request positions. Guys, the whole point of following Yeshua is that a

transformation would take place and that you would turn your back to the tree that you once
ate and you would go into the midst of God's presence and say, God, give me the life that you
want me to live. Give me the life. Give me the wisdom. Give me the discernment that can only

be found through obedience and submission to you. That's the calling of the Bible. Alvino
Macheno, our Father, our King, Father, we thank you for this time together. We ask, Father,

that your spirit would continue to be within us, Father, and Father, that you would remind us
of the things that drive us far from you, the things in our life that we continually overlay what
we want, good and evil, right and wrong, to be, Father, that I ask that you would allow us to
confront those things that we would turn to run back into your arms. We thank you, Father,

for the one man of Yeshua, the Messiah, whom all the blessings of Adam, Abraham were
unleashed into the world that we can partake, that we would be the ambassadors of your

kingdom and the soldiers of Messiah. In Yeshua's name we pray. Amen. Shalom, I'm Matthew
Vanderels and I hope you enjoyed this message. Founded in Truth exists to build a

community that bears the image of God and lives the redeemed life only Yeshua gives. If this
message impacted you or if this ministry has been a blessing to you, we would love to hear

from you. Send us a message through our contact form on our website and let us know how
God has used this ministry to edify your faith and relationship with Him. Don't forget to

subscribe by clicking here. And if you'd like to donate to this ministry and be a part of what
God is doing through it, you can donate through our website at www.foundingthe truth.com

or by clicking here. We thank you for your continued support and we look forward to next
time. Shalom.
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