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Shabbat Shalom everybody. We'll be right back. to revisit what Passover means to us as
believers, as followers of this Yeshua, this rabbi from Nazareth. Not just that, but the original
Passover in Egypt meant something special for the Israelites. I mean, that's a gimme. That's

why it's painted as a continual story throughout all of Scripture. It meant redemption for
them. It meant salvation for them. And it meant a new status from slavery, right? When they
came out of Egypt and they went through the waters. But see, the thing is, 2,000 years ago,
though, Passover meant something bigger. The evolution of the fullness of Passover, of that

story, reached its climax in this person of Yeshua. And on that day, the image of the Passover
lamb was redefined forever. The impact, the impact was not simply felt by the Israelites on

that day. No, this was the day that the Passover story impacted the entire world. It impacted
all of creation, and it would never be the same. And it carried a message of full redemption,
salvation, and fullness and freedom from slavery to all of the ends of creation. And so before
we sit down with our families and memorialize this event and this story, the covenant love of

God manifest, Let's revisit the impact of what this means for us. The cost of Passover. See,
when I was a little kid, maybe eight or so, the grocery store that we lived in, northwest

Charlotte, up there near Brookshire Boulevard, Mount Holly, Huntersville Road, West Meck
territory. And there was a grocery store there, it was Harris Teeter. And at the time, Harris

Teeter gave out free cookies. And... And they give out free cookies now, but times were
different then. You see, nowadays they give out these little cookie cutter, like generic, like the

little impersonal sugar cookies. You pick them up. These were not personally made for the
local community that visit this store. These were not made with some authentic love behind
the counter. These were made in a factory, probably from China or something and shipped

over. It's not, yeah. Thank you. Cookies are great, but... In the 90s, though, the 90s were a
different time. And see, in the mid-90s, early to mid-90s, Harris Teeter, they did you right. They

would bake full-size cookies for distribution at the bakery in this little plastic container that
had a door that came down, and they had little parchment papers that you would get the

cookies out of. Matt, full-size sugar cookies? No, no, no, no. Sure, they had sugar cookies over
here, but then they had chocolate chip, and then they had the double fudge chocolate chunk.

What do you mean double fudge chocolate chunk? It's where they take chocolate chunks,
and they put them in chocolate dough. So it's just this big chocolatey cookie. And on

occasion, you would have the special M&M cookies. And then, of course, at the very end, you'd
have those raisin junk things that just sit there for months. There were no signs as I

remember. Thinking back, the assumption I'm sure is that every child would get one free
cookie. But who really cares if I'm going to take two? I mean, you know, let's be honest. Like,
who's going to notice? So, like I said, I don't recall seeing a sign. But as an eight-year-old, I

probably didn't really notice it to begin with. So I took two cookies. Man, were those cookies
good? Yeah. They were awesome. And so the next time, a week, week and a half, two weeks

later, I went with my mom down to the grocery store. Homeschooled. It's good. Guess what? I
figure, hey, I got two cookies last time. I'm sure it's no big deal if I just take three cookies. That

way I can get a chocolate, double chocolate, and M&M. And so this progressed. Over the
course of months, every time we revisited, I took three last time, maybe I'll take four this time,

five, six. It was actually a problem to have because what am I going to do with all these
cookies? Start shoving them in my pockets, taking them home, eating them at night. Until

one time I walked into that grocery store and I wanted to see how many cookies I could grab
with one hand out of this all-giving sugary dispenser. So I reached back. Guys, I want to think,
and I don't know how my hand as an eight-year-old grabbed this, but I think I grabbed 10 or
11 cookies. I mean, it was a pack. It was just all these cookies, shoving them in back pockets,
front pockets, breaking them in half just to fit. Yeah, I indulged. Now, a week or two later, I
went back, me realizing I may have grabbed too many. I may have went too far. Maybe I'll

only grab three or four cookies this week, you know? No big deal. So my mom went shopping.
I said, hey, mom, I'm going to go get a cookie. She said, all right, you know. And I went to the
counter and to my surprise, the cookie dispenser had been turned around. If you wanted a

cookie now, guess what you had to do? Someone had stepped in because this broken
procedure had become, it's out of control. You had to wait for a baker to notice you. Now

again, eight-year-old, behind the counter, only your forehead showing, it's very difficult. Once
they notice you, they come over, you must plea and request, put in your petition for this free

cookie, and they will give you an appropriate amount that they deem is correct for you, which
you guessed it, is a one. Now, the thing is, I didn't go every single day and help myself to these

cookies, allowing my greed and selfishness to consume my actions as a child. Maybe once
every two weeks or so, I don't know. I don't think I was the sole contributor. I really don't, to

them having to put regulations that just affected everybody. I'm sure there were lots of kids
that had the same time, and probably some adults too, if we can be honest. How many of you

guys grabbed the phone? But I contributed. I know for a fact that I contributed to
management, Having to place something in the way to stop it because it was too out of

control and the process was too broken and it was costing everybody. See, sometimes we
don't realize the things we contribute to that really cause things not to work in the world, that

really break things, right? And so I want to start off this message about Passover. Not in
Exodus 12. I want to turn to Luke chapter 23. And if you join me in Luke chapter 23, verse 32, it's

going to be a familiar scene that you guys are familiar with. Two other men, both criminals,
were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, they

crucified him there along with the criminals. One on his right and the other on his left. And
Jesus said, One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him. Aren't you the Messiah?
Save yourself and us. So here's the scene. We have exactly, exactly how Yeshua said he would

be exalted up as king. In Matthew 26, 64, Yeshua, he's looking at Caiaphas. He's having a
conversation with the high priest of Israel, the anointed one in the priestly capacity. We have
the anointed one talking to the anointed one, right? And he says, from now on, You will see

the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of God and coming in the clouds of heaven. He's
describing the enthronement of the Son of Man on the throne of heaven, having absolute

authority over both heaven and earth. That's prophesied in Daniel 9. And it's neat here
because he actually combines, he rearranges two parts of the prophecy, the coming in the

clouds of heaven and sitting down. He makes them synonymous in this section. And the
context here is that Caiaphas says, He's looking at Caiaphas and he's basically saying,

Caiaphas, what you're about to do is you're about to become part of the beast in Daniel 7
that crushes the son of man and causes him to be exalted up as a result of you crushing him.

And here Yeshua is exalted up on a cross and he's given a crown of thorns and he's
proclaimed to be king. Not quite how we imagined, right? No, no, no. Kings are enthroned
through military victory. Kings are enthroned through fighting and war, consumption of

power. Yeah, but here Yeshua demonstrates that that's not how he gets his power. He gets
his power by giving sacrificially. And here's the scene. Yeshua's on the cross and three times,
three different groups of people, diverse groups of people are yelling at him to save yourself.

Save yourself. You have the people, some of the leaders, the soldiers and the criminal. In
Matthew and Mark's account, it's the religious leaders that are save yourself. And the thing

that is so baffling about what is happening is as the world is telling him to save yourself, he's
saving them. He's saving them. He's on the cross to bring forth a resolution to the very thing

that humanity has been inflicted with. And that's a broken heart, a broken heart, a heart that
cannot bear the pouring out of God's love and graciousness back into the world around it. It's
a broken heart that ultimately is self-serving, self-seeking, and is willing to sacrifice others to
get what it wants. And here on the cross, you have a heart that is willing to sacrifice itself to

give to others. Save yourself. No, he's saving you. And see, it doesn't seem like a big deal when
we only take one cookie, right? It really doesn't. It's not a big deal when we only trip over strife

and conflict with others and anger. It's not that big of a deal if we only do it sometimes.
Maybe being jealous of someone else in the world, maybe allowing envy to overtake your

heart, roots anger and bitterness and hatred towards someone else. You know, it's not that
big of a deal if we only gossip sometimes, just once in a while. It's not that big of a deal. And

see, I have a demo here that I wanted to show you. And this is the world, the good world that
God created in Genesis 1. But, you know, sometimes we choose not to walk after God's

wisdom and God's provision, and we choose not to walk out the love and graciousness and
mercy of God. Sometimes we just like to choose what we like to live like. And so maybe every
once in a while we do gossip. It's just a little bit. It's just a little smudge. It's not that big of a
deal. It's still clear. Maybe just every once in a while we like to tell a lie. It's not that big of a

deal. Maybe we love to hate somebody, but just every once in a while. What if we only do one
broken thing once a day? It's no big deal for the rest of your life. Okay, that's fine. I mean, it's a
bigger deal, but what if everybody only did one thing to cause the brokenness in this world to
continue? How many people are there in the world? What is it? No, it's like 7.8 billion. Billion?

Billion? That's one day. That's one day. One day of brokenness. One day of hate and
arrogance and violence towards others and deception and lust and objectifying, lust

objectifying another human being for your own personal pleasure. Refusing to be generous.
Greed. Envy. Cheating others. That's just one day. And the scene that we have This becomes a
very quickly becomes a situation that produces a broken world, a broken creation. The world

that lives around us, it's a mess and we feel it and it's stressful and we worry and there's
despair and there's hurt and it's just a complete wreck what we've done with God's good

world. We've created the cycle that slowly simply become natural to us. Natural. Yeshua is
convinced that the world is to a point that it needs to be corrected. It's so easy to feel entitled
to other people. It's so easy to not follow God, but choose to be your own God in the world and

determine good and evil for yourself. And this is what the world looks like when we're done
with it. The result is this, the self-perpetuating cycle. Because that's the thing, your evil deeds,

they don't just affect you, do they? They affect others. When you lie to someone, it breaks trust
of someone else. So then they can't trust others. So then they feel entitled to perpetuate some

type of bitterness within them. Don't say you've never done it. Someone hurts you and you
choose not to forgive. So you take this wound and you take this pain as an excuse to be able

to produce it, reproduce it, reciprocate it to others. Maybe there's a man or woman in a family
that has an issue with lust. Do you think that only affects you or does it also affect your

spouse and your children perpetuating how they grow up in the worldview that they have?
The brokenness that we continue to perpetuate in this world. It makes itself known through
how nations and kingdoms treat themselves, how different ethnic groups come together in

class, racism, gender inequality, how we look at others and we measure them lower than
ourselves. This is what we as humanity have done to God's good world. And that's what's

taking place here in Luke. That's what's taking place here. The story being told is the story
about a God who is unwilling to leave his creation in this condition. We have created this, and
the thing that the story of the Bible, specifically the Hebrew Old Testament, shows us is how

this story continues to grow and continue. And the thing about the Hebrew Bible is the story it
tells is how it grows and continues as a result or from the people who claim to have this

experience from God, who claim to know God, the people of Israel. along with the nations. You
have the people of Israel that are supposed to know God and know his wisdom and know his
goodness. You have King David feeling so entitled to determine what is right and wrong that
he looks at a married woman. He sees and takes her. It's language from the garden, Genesis

3. He forces himself on her with his power. He kills her husband because she's married. His son
grows up to be a king and he goes around and he builds and fortifies the cities of Judah in

Israel. with slave labor of nations that are weaker and they've conquered. He builds the
temple to a God that frees slaves using slave labor. He becomes an arms dealer and traffics

weapons from Egypt up to Anatolia. God's people. Imagine how much worse everyone else is.
That's the story of the Hebrew Bible that leads us to the opening pages of Matthew. See, this
Yeshua that we have here, he had a handle on being so rooted in God's love. so focused that
he never felt the need to take from others, to steal, to gossip. He never felt the need to live at

the expense of someone else. No, he was so rooted in God's love in his ministry that every
single place that he went, he absorbed the brokenness of the world into himself. And when he

left, all that was left were people that were made whole, people at peace, people who were
living as humans again. This moment, this moment on the cross, is where everything that

we've done to break this world, to defy God, to walk away from God's love and graciousness,
to be his image bearers and ambassadors, that moment on the cross is the moment that he

took all of that onto himself. And the scene on the cross, the scene on the cross is so
compelling because it begs the question and it asks the question, do you think that you are
not a contributor to making the world like this? Yeah, I only took one cookie. Do you believe

that you contributed to making the world such a nasty and broken place? And the story that
we read in the gospel is if you're a contributor to the broken world, then you're a contributor

to Yeshua being on the cross. And I hope that you're not so far outside of the world or so
self-centered, naive to think that you're not. The scene of Yeshua and the cross, we're

contributors. We're all contributors too. It's powerful. It's powerful. See, I know the original
Passover, the original Passover story has the lamb and it has some plagues and it has the
Red Sea and it's pretty neat. It's awesome. It's foundational. But in Jeremiah 23, there's a
prophecy. It's one of my favorite prophecies. It's a prophecy of a coming king called the

branch of righteousness. I'll give you one guess who that is. And this king is going to come
And he's going to rule and his kingdom will be made manifest. And the people of his rule will
come together and they will say, no longer will we say, this is the Lord that brought us up out
of the land of Egypt. No, this king is going to do something so great that it's going to eclipse

what happened in Egypt. No longer will we say, this is the Lord that took us up out of the land
of Egypt. No, they will say, this is the Lord that ended the exile from his presence. It's the

language. The Jeremiah phrases it as, this is the Lord our God that brought back Israel from
the north and all the lands he scattered back into their land. It's exile language. And the rest
of the chapter, though, is amazing because the rest of the chapter speaks about why Israel
was ejected from the land to begin with. Why was God's, why was Israel sent into exile away
from God's presence? Why were they ejected from being around the connector, the symbolic

connector of heaven and earth, the temple in Jerusalem? It's the same reason why Adam
and Eve were exiled from God's presence in the garden. Because of rebellion against God's
wisdom and choosing to live as their own gods in this world, determining good and evil for

themselves. The thing is, after the Babylonian exile Jeremiah speaks about, Judah came back
to the land. Oh, this must, so the prophecy of them come back to the land, it's fulfilled. They
return from Babylon, but both Nehemiah and Ezra say that, hey, we're back and we're still

slaves in our own land. The focus of Jeremiah 23 is not returning to the land, but that this king
is going to do something to actually fix the problem so that Israel can actually return to the
presence of God. Here, the imagery is the temple in Jerusalem in the land. This king is going
to do something that will change the broken, self-contaminating, self-seeking heart that we

all seem to have. Man, Yeshua went from visiting this town over here, absorbing this
brokenness, forgiving sin, to a mountainside over here, healing, showing the world what it

looks like when the prophecies of Isaiah are fulfilled and God's kingdom is actually manifest
apart from the brokenness that we've created. And on that Passover, that Passover, he

stepped forward to absorb all of it. And what happened as a result of him absorbing all of it?
What happened? He went to the grave. He killed him. Our contribution. And I want to make

sure to clarify something here. As I said, this is Passover season. We need to get our minds
right. If you're a contributor to the broken world, you're a contributor to the cross and what

happened on it. The Passover story is so great in Exodus 12. I love it. I can't wait to reteach it to
my son this coming Passover. We have the scene where the Israelites are gathered around

and this final plague is coming. And the reason why they're anticipating this plague coming
and God's redemption is because they find themselves in slavery to Pharaoh under the abuse
of Egypt and they cry out and God hears them. And God is sending this final plague. And it's a
plague of death. So he instructs Israel to do what? We know the story. You must take a lamb,
you must kill it, and you must take its blood and place it over your door of your home. And if

the blood is upon you, then God will not allow the plague of death to come upon you. And the
Israelites were commanded to not, if you read it, they were commanded not to just kill the

lamb. It's an important point. Um, They were commanded to eat it as well, along with
unleavened bread. See, the sacrifice was not complete with simply the death of an animal. It

wasn't complete if you just killed the animal. Passover can't be kept unless you eat the
Passover lamb, according to Torah. That's part of the Passover meal. And this was the ritual

that sparked the exodus from Egypt, the freedom from slavery. And so there's, oh, this is a fun
topic. So there's several biblical feasts and festivals in the Bible. We have Passover and

Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits, Shavuot, the Day of Shouting or Trumpets, Rosh Hashanah.
We have Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, Sukkot. And sometimes we get confused. We

get confused because why did Jesus die during Passover and not on Yom Kippur? I mean, if
Jesus died for our sins... Why didn't he die in the day where the effects of our sins were purged

from the temple in Yom Kippur? Well, Yom Kippur was the day when the temple was
cleansed from the defilement caused by our Israel's intentional and unintentional sins. They
contaminated God's space. And every year, the effects of the sins of Israel had to be purged
out. It's Leviticus 16, 16. But what happened? See, here's the thing. All of the sin is purged out.

The whole goat thing takes... What happened the next year? Well, the next year, the high
priest had to take the blood of the bull and the goat, and he had to go into the holiest of

holies and cleanse, sprinkle it on the altar there, the ark. And then he had to go to the holy
place and sprinkle it on the incense altar. And then he had to go to the brazen offering. He
had to cleanse from the inside out all of the altars, all of the sacred spots that connect us to

God. And then guess what happened the next year? Guess what happened? Oh, he had to do
it again. What about the next year? See, there's a problem here because the problem isn't the

effects that sin creates. It's not even so far past as the sin being committed. It's the fact that
sin abounds unbridled within the hearts of man. That this becomes a perpetual thing every
single year. And this is exactly what the author of Hebrews talks about. No, we don't need to
just keep cleaning up the mess. We need to stop the leak. We need to get to the source and

And if we're slaves to sin, as Paul says in Romans 6, then we need freedom from slavery to sin.
Not a system that simply allows us to kill an animal to clean up the mess that our sin made.

That's awesome. That shows the grace of God. But there's a source that we also need to
address. We need the shackles that we have placed on our hearts to be broken. Passover.

Passover is a celebration of freedom from slavery. That's why Passover was when the
crucifixion took place, when the passion took place. Because Yeshua was not only the lamb

whose blood ushers in freedom, Yeshua was also the greater Moses prophesied about in
Torah. This greater Moses that enacts this greater Passover and leads us through the greater
exodus from exile from God and into the arms of God. And that's not just an assumption. Like
that's what the New Testament authors intentionally frame in their writing. So Matthew, for

example. Man, I love Matthew, but I might be biased. Matthew divides all of Yeshua's
teaching, known as his discourses, all of Yeshua's teachings into five sections, modeling after
the five books of Torah, showing this connection between his teachings and the Torah that

was given by Moses. He emphasizes even the elements of Yeshua's childhood that parallel to
Moses' childhood. Let's see here. Here we go. In the childhood of Moses, the evil king Pharaoh

attempted to kill him through the mass slaughter of children, right? It's Exodus 1.22. In the
childhood of Yeshua, the evil king Herod attempted to kill him through the mass slaughter of

children. Matthew 2.16. Exodus 1.17, the midwives of Egypt tricked Pharaoh. In Matthew 2.16,
the wise men of Jerusalem tricked Herod. In Exodus 2-2, Moses was hidden from the evil king
when he was a child. In Matthew 2-13, the angel told Mary to hide Yeshua from the evil king.
Moses was hidden in Egypt to save him. In Exodus 2-3, Matthew 2-13-15, Yeshua was hidden

within Egypt to save him. Luke 11, 19 has a great indicator here that we constantly, Luke drives
this point home. He's in this discussion and he's being accused of manipulating demons and
being, now if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your followers drive them out? So
then they will be your judges. This is Yeshua speaking, but if I drive out demons by the finger

of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. The finger of God, that phrase only
appears twice in the Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament. Both times they're directly connected
to the Exodus account. The first time is in Exodus 8.18 when the magicians, they're trying to
produce, like they're trying to mimic the same plagues that God has. It says, but when the

magicians tried to produce gnats by their secret arts, they could not. Since the gnats were on
people and animals everywhere, the magician said to Pharaoh, this is the finger of God. Also

in Exodus 31, 18, There's no doubt Luke is attempting to show us that just like the incident
when Moses stymied the magicians in the Exodus account, Yeshua stymied the demons. Just
like the power and authority that was given in the Ten Commandments, the same power and

authority has been given through Yeshua. What was Yeshua's first miracle in John? He
turned water into wine, just like the first sign or the first plague given in Egypt turned water

into blood. In Luke 7, John the Baptist, John the Baptist, he asked Yeshua, he sends messages
and says, Yeshua, are you the one or should we look for another? Like, are you it? And how
does Yeshua respond? Yeshua responds, listen, John, the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news

preached to them. Why does Yeshua respond in this manner? Well, he's quoting Isaiah 35. It's
an entire chapter about God leading Israel on a greater exodus than the one out of Egypt. An

exodus that ends the exile from God and produces this Edenic environment where they
commune in the presence of God. Yeah, John, I'm here. Don't you see? I'm doing what Isaiah

said would happen during this greater exodus that ends this exile from God and ushers in
God's complete kingdom and the people of the earth stand up and fulfill their vocational

calling to be his image bearers and ambassadors of that kingdom. How about the
transfiguration? Matthew 17. Yeshua goes up on a high mountain after six days and he brings
with him James and Peter and John. And there appears to him who? Moses and Elijah. How
many days did Yeshua wait to ascend the high mountain? It says it was after six days. How
many people did he take with him? It was three. Or in Exodus 24, God commands Moses to

ascend a high mountain after six days and bring with him Aaron and his two sons. The rest of
leadership will follow after. Six days, three people on the high mountain. There's a bright

cloud that covers the mountain when Yeshua ascended it. There's a bright cloud that covered
the mountain when Moses ascended it. Moses came down from that mountain with his face
glowing radiant. Yeshua came down the mountain glowing and radiant. Not just his face, his

whole being, even his clothes. This is not some secret code hidden in the Bible. This is
intentional of the authors to point this out. Yeshua is the greater Moses leading this greater
Passover, executing this greater Exodus. Man, Luke has this small account, this detail that is

so awesome. In Luke chapter 9 verse 30, it says, it's recounted in the same account, the
transfiguration. And it says, Now, if you're reading from most contemporary Bibles, you'll have

a footnote there. It'll have a little A or a little footnote to lead you down to the bottom of the
page and see what the translators of the Bible cannot leave out. They need to tell you

something about this word. It is the Greek word exodos or exodus. They spoke about his
exodus, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. What was gonna happen at

Jerusalem? He was gonna be exalted up as this king on this cross. And this was what was
going to produce this exodus from sin and death and darkness forever. I love this. Love how
God's word is so powerful and passionate. And I love how it, how it, guys, I'm convinced that
as believers in Yeshua, Passover is more significant to us than non-believers in Yeshua. It is

more significant to us. It should have a bigger meaning to us because this wasn't a day, this
was the day when we were raised to life through the spirit and the love and the mercy and

the forgiveness of God's awesome power and domain into our lives. And this is the revolution
that kicked off a turning point of world history 2,000 years ago. And I love that. I love that. All

Christians should be excited during Passover season. This is the greater exodus from
everything shattered in our lives and into the presence of God once and for all. We celebrate
Passover every single year. We have a Seder, but it's not a traditional Seder. It is a Seder that

completely orbits everything Yeshua is. And that's how it should be. Man, Passover is so
significant. When Yeshua wanted to explain to his followers what his death was really about,

remember, he didn't give them a theory. He didn't like give them this model and go to a
chalkboard and draw this out. He didn't give them some type of symbolism or metaphor. No,
he gave them a meal. He gave them a meal. The Pesach is not complete as a sacrifice until it

is eaten. It is consumed. And at that table, he held the bread and he said, this is my body
broken for you. And the wine, he said, this is my blood poured out for the new covenant. Eat of

it. Every one of you, eat of it. Partake of this sacrifice and the blessings and the redemption
and the salvation that it brings. See, we read Luke's account of what Yeshua did, but we

didn't finish it. Let's go ahead and finish it. See, the thing about his death is that it wasn't the
end of the story. That's not the end of the story. It wasn't the end for him, and it wasn't the end
for you or I. Luke chapter 24, verses 1 through 8, if you want to turn there with me. On the first
day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and
went to the tomb. He is not here. He is risen. Remember how he told you while he was still in

Galilee? I love that. So in verse 3, it says they couldn't find the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. So
this is taking place after the resurrection. And that's the only time, and maybe you guys can
check it out. It'd be a neat study. That's the only time in Luke where the phrase Lord Jesus, or

at least that's the first time it appears. Every time before this, they call him Lord, but this is the
first time he has this title phrased in the Greek here after the resurrection. They remembered

his word. Yeshua rose from the dead. And the thing about Yeshua rising from the dead is that
all of that brokenness and sin and all of the mess that we find in the world, guess what, guys?
He left it in the grave, right? He left it in the grave. When he came back, he left it in the grave,

defeating sin, defeating death, defeating the brokenness that our hearts have. Guys, he
defeated the grave. And do you know what he's called you to be? He's called you to be an

ambassador, a reciprocator of his love. So he gives you a spirit to go off and continue being
his hands and feet back into where? Into the world. Now here's the thing about the world.

This is God's good creation. And this is what happens when God's mercy and love and
graciousness and forgiveness is made manifest through the hearts that don't reign and don't
have power from taking from others, but the hearts that reciprocate the same self-sacrificial
love that Yeshua portrayed on the cross. It wasn't just for you, it was for all of creation. See, 2
Corinthians 5, 4, it states this. It's one of my favorite sections of scripture. It says, Verse 21, God
made him who had no sin to be sinned. If you believe this, if you have pledged allegiance to
Yeshua as king, you partake in his sacrifice, dying to yourself so that you can be raised to life,
becoming an ambassador of Christ to the world. That means that Yeshua has not only done
this, but he's given it to you to take back to the world. He's given it to you to live out, allowing
the world to experience the depth of the kingdom of God through Yeshua's love and mercy
and grace, pouring out of your once broken but now healed heart. As Ezekiel puts it, it's no

longer a broken heart of stone. It's a heart beating, a beating flesh filled with the Spirit. And
you know what's incredible? You know what's incredible about when we go back in the world,
when we've been raised to life, when we've pledged our allegiance to this king? Like no other,
and we've partaken in the same death. And see, if we've partaken in the same death in the
grave, then when we're raised to life, sin and death and the shackles that tackle our hearts,

guess what? They're left in the grave as well. And when we go out into the world, these things
that have bound shackles around our hearts, guys, guys, they don't work anymore. They can't
grab hold anymore. They can't shackle us anymore because we have the truth and the love

and the experience of Christ in our hearts. That's the power of the Passover, of who Yeshua is,
the Lamb of God that we partake in and join in the exodus into the kingdom of God and into
the arms of the Father. I love that, guys. This Passover, this should be the focus. This should be

the focus of a believer. The Lamb, the plagues, Pharaoh, these are essential to build the
background of what matters. But the branch of righteousness has come. We no longer say,

this is just the Lord that brought us out of Egypt. No, we say, this is the Lord our God that
loved us enough to fix the very thing that caused our exile from his presence. This is the Lord

who was made manifest and experienced through Yeshua. He is our Pesach. He is our
Passover lamb. He is our Moses. He is our Exodus. Teach this to your children this Passover of
who the lamb of God is and whose sacrifice we partake of. Now Matt, This was supposed to
be a message dedicated to Passover, and you didn't even really talk about the meaning of

Passover. Yes, I did. The cost of Passover was what was displayed on the cross. Now we
partake in the freedom through the waters into a new life, into the presence of God, only

through Yeshua. That's the greater story of Passover. That's the story we should teach to our
children. I'm Matthew Vanderels, pastor of Founded in Truth Fellowship, and we hope you
enjoyed this message and that it was a blessing to you and your family. Founded in Truth

exists to cultivate a fellowship of image bearers that live the redeemed life only Yeshua can
give. If this ministry has been a blessing to you, we would love to hear from you. Send us an

email through the contact form on our site and tell us how God has used this ministry to edify
your faith and your relationship with Him. If you would like to donate to Founded in Truth

Ministries and be a part of this ministry's continued impact, you can do so through our
website. Thank you for joining us, and we pray that you experience the peace and the joy of

God's holy Sabbath. Shabbat Shalom.
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