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We've been going over the What Is series and basically I wanted to do this series as kind of a
foundational series, kind of a review on a lot of the topics that many of us know, but it's

always good to revisit foundational topics and specifically when we're going to go into a very
advanced topic such as the temple and Kedusha and authority structure in Israel and so on

and so forth in the Bible. And so this week, because Pesach's coming up, I wanted to talk
about what is Passover. Just kind of a very basic review, and I'm going to come at it from kind
of a different, a very, very, very basic level today. And something that you're going to see I'm

really focusing on is what happened to Passover. And when I mean what happened to
Passover is, I grew up in a Baptist church. You know, we got saved in a Baptist church, and
then we went to a church of God, and that's where we learned how to praise and worship.

Hallelujah. And During my upbringing, Passover was not something we did. What did we do?
Easter. Okay. And Easter typically fell on the first Sunday after Passover. Typically. But why

didn't we do Passover? We didn't know about it. Why didn't we know about it? What
happened to Passover? Do it. Because it was, yeah. And so today I want to go through history.

And we're just going to look at history. And history is going to show us some very, very, very
clear things. It's going to give us a very clear timeline of what happened to Passover with the

early believers. We're talking about the disciples of the apostles, okay? Like second
generation believers, they faced an issue and a big controversy in their time when Passover
started to be shifted and evolve into what we know today as Easter. But before we do that, I

want to kind of go over these basic questions. What is Passover? Why is it important and
should believers celebrate Passover today? I believe these are foundational questions and
many of you can answer this question right off the bat. But it's good for us to review these

types of things, especially if we're going to witness to other people about the greatness of our
King, right? Maybe we have family members or friends that don't know anything about
Passover. How do we tell them about the history of Passover and why, or if, we should be

keeping it today? And so we know what Passover is, many of us, but Passover was a climactic
event that took place After Joseph became vizier in Egypt, you guys know the story. God
made a covenant with a man by the name of Abraham and promised Abraham that his

lineage would become a great nation. And Abraham had the son of promise, Isaac. And then
Isaac had Jacob. And then Jacob had a bunch of little ones. And his youngest at the time was
named Joseph. And Joseph got sold into slavery in the land of Egypt. And After Joseph went
to Egypt, Joseph faced a very hard life. Remember, Joseph was betrayed by his own friends.
Joseph was betrayed by his own family. He was thrown into a pit. He was sold into slavery.

Joseph had every single excuse to give up in life, but he didn't. He knew that God had a plan.
Joseph went to Egypt, and when he was in Egypt as a slave, he excelled as a servant, so much

so that he became ranked in one of the richest men in Egypt because he became ranked in
his home as a lead servant. And of course we know that his boss's wife kind of liked him a

little bit, and so she tried to force a situation, an occurrence upon him that he refused to do
because he wasn't going to mess around on his boss's wife because he understood honor and

respect. And so his boss's wife did what? Accused him of raping her, essentially, or trying,
attempting to rape her, seduce her. Joseph was innocent. He was an honorable man in

Egypt, but what happened to him then? He was thrown into prison. In prison, he had a right
to be angry. He had a right to give up on life. He had every single excuse to turn his back to

God and turn his back on everyone else and be bitter and harbor unforgiveness, but he didn't.
He understood that God had a plan. One day, news got out that that God gave him the ability

to interpret dreams and out of all the people in Egypt, Pharaoh had a dream that bothered
him and he asked Joseph, "Come out of prison. I want you to come before me. I hear you can
interpret dreams. Interpret my dream." And Joseph interprets this prophetic dream that has

been plaguing Pharaoh for so long, right? It's just been stressing him out and Pharaoh
appoints him second in command in all of Egypt. Joseph had every single excuse in the book

to give up on life. His life was hard. Everybody denied him. Everybody turned their backs to
him. But he knew that God had a plan. And so we know that Joseph had his family there and
he got all his brothers and sisters, everyone there who had betrayed him. He got him a place
to stay. Very nice plot in Egypt. And several hundred years pass. And what happens when you
have a group of people after 700 years? They procreate, right? So a huge community of the
descendants of Jacob form in Egypt. They're known as the Hebrews. And Exodus chapter 1

through 15 recounts the story of Egypt appointing another Pharaoh. And this was a Pharaoh
that knew not Joseph. This was a Pharaoh that did not remember the honor of Joseph. And

as a result, this pharaoh began to persecute the Hebrews in Egypt. Remember, if you guys are
familiar with the story, this pharaoh was so hard-hearted he began to give a decree to

murder all of the Hebrew boys that were born into Hebrew families. So if you had a baby and
you were in Egypt during this time and this baby was a girl, no problem. But if this child was a
boy, he must be tossed into the river. He must be killed. This was the oppression This was the

oppression of Israel while their stay in Egypt until it came to a woman. And this woman's
name was Jochebed. She gave birth to a son and she refused to murder her own son. And so

she created a basket and she patched it all up, made sure it can float. And she put her son
into the basket and floated it down the river. She goes over to the basket. It is a beautiful

baby boy that she adopts as her own. She named him Moshe or Moses because she drew him
out of the water. Moses begins to receive an Egyptian education in the house of Pharaoh and

he grows up Until finally he's forced to leave Egypt due to a sticky situation that he got
himself in. Anger never ends well. And so Moses was exiled from Egypt, the place he grew up

in, and he became a shepherd. And while he was shepherding Jethro's sheep out in the
wilderness, God spoke to him from a bush that was burning. A bush of fire, a burning bush.
And this bush said, hey, Moses, come here. Come here, come here, come here. Whoa, whoa,
whoa, what's going on here? Take off your shoes because you are standing on holy ground.
Ties into the tabernacle. It was very cool at the time. So he takes off his shoes. And this voice,
this talking bush, who was actually the Lord speaking through the fire to Moses, says, listen,
I'm going to use you. I'm going to use you to be my prophet and And I'm going to use you to

lead my people out of Egypt, out of bondage. Right now they're enslaved. They're being
oppressed. They're being forced to murder their own children. And I've heard their cries. And

me as the God that promised their ancestors I would always protect them, we're going to
take them out and we're going to redeem them from this oppression, this slavery that they're
in. So Moses marches back into Egypt, right? He's not welcome there, but he marches back
into Egypt. And he goes up to Pharaoh and he says, hey, Pharaoh, let my people go." And

Pharaoh said, "Okay." Pharaoh said, "Nah, nah. Nah man, they're building all these nice cities
for me. No, I'm not gonna let them go. Come on Pharaoh, just let them go out and worship

their god out in the wilderness." "Eh, no, we're not gonna do any of that." As a result of
Pharaoh not being willing enough to give freedom to the people he oppressed, God sends a
series of plagues. Ferocious, awful plagues. Ten plagues hit Egypt. And Pharaoh gets angrier

and angrier after each plague comes to the land. Darkness, all the water turned to blood,
animals dying, boils. Until finally, the last and final plague was about to take place. Moses
going to God, "God, I don't know if he's not changing his mind. I don't know." God says, "No,

we're gonna change his mind. We're gonna change his mind. I'm gonna show my true might
and power." See, every single plague was meant to show that Egypt had no power. that their
gods had no power, that there was only one honorable, strong deity in all the world, and that
was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. So God said, you know what? I'm going to send

one last plague, and I'm going to send the destroyer, is what the father says. I'm going to
send the destroyer into Egypt, and we're going to take the life of every firstborn in Egypt, just

like the Egyptians took your firstborns. We're going to take all the firstborns of Egypt, and they
will die. But If there is a sign on your house that represents that you're loyal to me, the

destroyer will not harm you. What's the sign? What do we need to do? I want you to take a
shelemin offering, a peace offering, a lamb, and I want you to kill it. And this isn't just any

lamb. There's requirements for this lamb and it's going to be an official peace offering
between me and you. Peace offerings in the Torah were very interesting because they weren't

simply an offering to God, they were a meal that God showed up at the table with you to
partake in. It was a covenant meal. Take this lamb and I want you to kill it and I want you to

eat it and I want you to take the blood and I want you to mark the threshold of your door with
this blood. And when the destroyer comes to Egypt, I'm gonna go before him and I'm gonna
look in whatever home has the blood on the threshold. I am gonna pass over that threshold
and I'm going to protect your family from this. The next morning, the Bible says there is an

outcry in Egypt. It was a sad day in Egypt. But Pharaoh said, you know what? I want you out
of my country, leave. All of you Israelites, Hebrews, leave. Get out. So the Hebrews left Egypt
that day through the mighty strength of our God. And you guys know what happened next.
Egypt changed its mind, tried to chase them down. They came to a big old sea, the Red Sea,
and then God made it split and they walked through. And after this event, Israel left a life of
slavery, walked up to a mountain, the mountain of God, and there God became their king

and he created a nation out of slaves. That they would no longer be slaves, but they would be
sons of God. This event is known as the Passover. And on the 14th day of the first month of the
Hebrew calendar, this anniversary is commanded by God for everybody, everyone who follows

him to partake in. It's an anniversary. It's an anniversary of something very important.
Leviticus 23, we're familiar with this chapter. But this is what God is speaking. He says, I love

this because God is setting some anniversaries up. He's setting some festivals up. He's setting
some feast days up. And he's saying, these are not your feasts, right? These are not yours.
These are my feasts. and I'm not gonna come to your feast, you're going to join me in my
feast, in my anniversary, in my memorials, in my celebrations, and I want you to join me

because I am hosting these things. In verse five he says, the Lord's Passover is one of these
feasts, these anniversaries, and it begins at twilight on the 14th day of the first month. We also
see a second witness to this in Deuteronomy 16, which goes over the three major pilgrimage
feasts. And so this event was not just a one-time event. I mean, it happened once, but it was

so big that it defined God's relationship with those who followed him. In Judaism, this is called
the Passover Seder every year. And we celebrate Passover every single year because of this.
Because we understand that we need to continue to honor God and give him gratitude for
not only taking our ancestors out of Egypt, but bringing us out of Egypt. It's interesting, the
rabbinic commentary states that every time you keep the Passover Seder and you tell the
story of Passover, you're to... You're to envision it and think about it as if you just did that

yesterday. You just came out of Egypt. You're doing it right now because it should apply to
you because it's an everlasting command to memorialize this event that God took place in

your life. And in Romans chapter 6 and 7, it's very interesting. We're going to talk about this a
little bit more last week. Paul, in the New Testament, Paul makes a comparison back to the

Passover, right? But he's talking about instead of Egypt being a place where you were slaves
and you had to make bricks with no straw and all this mess, he says your Egypt was when
you were in sin and far from God. Your Egypt is when you were trapped through addiction.

Your Egypt was when you were trapped in depression. Your Egypt is when you were not
focused on God and God's kingdom. Your Egypt is every single thing, every single day that

passed, every single time where you were not focused on God and his kingdom. And you were
lost in a world of darkness. And Paul goes on, he says, listen guys, this is exciting because just

like the first Egypt, when everybody was redeemed and brought out, you too have been
redeemed and brought out. You are no longer slaves to sin. He says, you're servants of

righteousness now. You're slaves to righteousness now. You honor God and his kingdom now.
It's interesting because if you guys want to, it's a little nugget, I can't help it to pass it up. So
Deuteronomy 16 is very interesting because God actually makes an addendum here. How

many of you guys know that depending on where Israel was in their time period, there were
some commandments that were addended to apply to new circumstances in their life? I

know, heresy, right? So the original Passover and Exodus, I know, yeah, I know. The original
Passover and Exodus, you had to kill the lamb like at your home, right? And it could be a
lamb or a what? A A goat, right? A lamb or a goat, one year old, no broken bones, none of

those shenanigans. And you had to kill this animal and paint the blood and everything and
that was it. What's interesting, and even the rabbis debate about this, I was reading so many
different commentaries. In Deuteronomy 16, an addendum takes place and if you read, let's
see here, yep. If you read it, where is it? Come on, where is it? Here we go. Verse 2. Sacrifice as
the Passover of your Lord, God, an animal from your flock or your herd, which is interesting, at
the place the Lord will choose as a dwelling place for his name. And there's other verses that
attest to this addendment that basically say you're no longer to sacrifice this animal at your
house. Why? Because God is going to set up a central place of worship. God's going to set up
a party at his house. He doesn't have a house right now, right? He has a traveling home, but

he's going to make a temple. And he's going to sit at a place known as Jerusalem on the
Temple Mount. And it's going to be his house. And you're not going to sacrifice animals in

your backyard anymore. You're going to come to his house and sacrifice them in his backyard
so that you can spend time with him, right? But from this point forward, once that happens,
you're not going to do it in your backyard anymore. Everybody say, I will not sacrifice animals

in my backyard. Repeat after me. I will not sacrifice animals in my backyard anymore.
Anymore. Anymore. Thank you. Anymore. From this, the point, the time when this

commandment was given forward, no more sacrificing at your backyard. There's a lot more
to it, but something else interesting, and I want to bring this up to Midrash about because it's
very, very, very interesting. Verse 2. Sacrifice as the Pesach, as the sacrifice, this peace offering,

to the Lord your God, an animal from your flock, so your goat or your sheep, or your herd at
the place the Lord will choose as a dwelling. Your herd. Your herd. What's a herd? It's like

cows and such. And so it's a great midrash because not a lot of people know what to do with
this. You know, obviously we have no documentation that everyone brought a Passover cow

to the temple in the first and second century writings. All right. But can you imagine that
jerk? You know what I mean? Like you're trying to get through. You got hundreds of

thousands of people trying to get their little lambs. You know, I just want to get this done, kill
it. Really? Really? Can you, you can't even move him out of the way. He can't skip line because
he's blocking the whole doorway. Um, And there's also a Midrash about, I think it's Ezekiel 45,
that talks about the prince at Passover bringing a cow as a kata'ah offering, which is a totally

off subject, but I wanted to point that out. It's very interesting because while we're on this
topic about not sacrificing animals in your backyard, when the temple existed, right, first

century believers, when the temple existed, they went to the temple and offered their
Passover because it was a peace offering with God. And to the early believers, they had like a

whole new meaning to it because they understood it as a reflection and a shadowing of
Messiah, you know? Do we have a temple today? No. Can we sacrifice the Passover lamb at
the temple today if we don't have a temple? Just wanted to get that out there. I'm skipping
ahead a little bit, but that's okay. It's incredible. We're going to talk about bread making a

little bit next week and how it was involved with culture, but... They didn't have time to let the
bread rise. They left so quickly out of Egypt. That's how fast God worked in their life to pull

them out of the place of oppression. They didn't even have time to break a loaf of bread. They
had to eat crackers the whole way. It was not crackers, but you know what I mean, leavened

bread, flat bread, ash bread, if you will, cooked in the fire. I love that because that's a
testimony of my life. That's a testimony of your life. It's not like God said, okay, Now it's time to,
you got to do some things in your life before you can come into my kingdom. And I'm going to

redeem you from your sin just a little bit at a time. That's not how the Exodus worked. God
said, all right, we're going to do this and we're going to do it now. And I'm going to throw

everything I have at the oppression in your life. And then I'm going to pull you out of the place
of slavery in your life with the strength of my right hand. And you will be mine after Egypt,

after the redemption, they went to Mount Sinai. And what did they receive at Mount Sinai?
The Torah. Make it simple. The ten statements, the Torah of God. I love that because Israel

was redeemed before they ever had the Torah. Think about that. Redemption came before
God ever said, all right, this is how you need to act in my kingdom. These are my laws. This is
what I want you to do. Redemption came by simply, simply the effort of Israel saying, God,

help us and redeem us. And he was faithful and true. I love that. Of course, first thing they do,
you know, get out. All right, welcome to the kingdom. We got a constitution you got to follow.

But this meal was viewed to be shared by not only the people of God, but God himself, as I
was saying. And I love that because the Pesach being a peace offering, it meant that it wasn't
just a piece of meat. You know, like anyone eat lamb here to eat lamb or beef or whatnot. We
love lamb and beef, right? I love it. Mint and jelly junk on it. When you buy a big piece of lamb,

and you numb on some of it, and you got a lot left over, what do you do with it? Stick that
sucker in the fridge, because it's going to be left, you know, sandwiches tomorrow. You can't
do that with the Pesach offering. You couldn't do that with the Pesach offering. It became

holy bread. And so it's very interesting because there's a big debate about this, even among
Hebrew roots. Exodus 12, 43 through 49, states very clearly who can partake in the Paschal
offering, in the Pesach. Not just anyone can eat this sucker. Okay? It was a holy meal at this

point. You had to be circumcised. Of the heart, yes, but also of the flesh. You had to be
circumcised before you could partake of this covenant meal. Why? Why? Because you had to
be at some level of holiness to partake of a holy meal. So once you start following the God of
Israel, Scripture says that you become part of Israel. And Scripture calls Israel, what? A holy
nation. A holy nation can now partake of a holy meal. This is why there are laws against not
just anybody keeping the Passover or eating the Passover. And so I love that. And I love the

dynamics of that, of the levels of Kedusha that you have to at least be part of Israel in order to
partake of the covenant meal because it really applies to Israel. That being said, it's

something very interesting that we're doing this year because we're not eating a Passover
lamb this year at our Passover Seder. Some of you may gasp. That's okay. I'll explain. Nobody

is eating a Passover lamb at their Seder this year. for reasons that we just stated. Why?
There's no temple in Jerusalem. In order to say that you ate the Passover lamb, you would
have to have went to the temple, went to the priest, had them inspect your one-year-old
lamb, sheep, cow, if you wanted to be that guy, kill it at the temple, and then eat of it. No
one's doing that because we have no temple. We're having beef brisket and chicken two

weeks from now, and it's going to be great. A lot of people have problems with this because
they believe that, oh no, we need to have lamb. The Bible says that we have to have lamb and

we must eat lamb for Passover. The Bible does not say you must eat lamb for Passover. The
Bible says you must partake of the Pesach offering, which happens to be a lamb or a goat on
Passover. Matt, why are you stressing this? I'm stressing this because because I view Passover,
a Passover Seder, right, as an event that we can reach out to people, reach out to our friends

who have never done Passover before. Maybe they don't know a whole lot about Torah.
Maybe some of them aren't even circumcised. I don't know. It's an opportunity for us to reach

out to them and say, hey, come memorialize the Passover with us and we'll teach you the
story of Passover. That's why our Seder is open. Some people have contacted me. Scripture
says you can't invite anyone who's not, and they gotta be keeping Torah and they gotta be

doing all this stuff. If the temple was here, yes. If we were partaking of a holy sacrifice, yes. But
the Seder here, the Seder was developed after the temple was destroyed to what it is today
because there was no temple. Because it was there to teach the children about the Pesach.
Teach the children about the holy offering. Teach the children about how great our God is.
And so our Passover is an open Seder because we're not eating a sacrifice anymore. And I

wanted to bring that up to answer any questions or concerns about that because if there's no
Pesach and we're just doing it as a memorial, then it is simply a celebration. And I want
everybody to come and learn about my king as possible. So that the day comes when

Messiah returns, hopefully, hopefully when Messiah returns, if we read Ezekiel 40 through 45, I
think there's going to be another temple and we're going to be doing Passover every year the
way it's legitimately supposed to be done. The more people we reach now, the more people
we're going to have sitting at the table with our king in that time when the temple is rebuilt.
Big old line of people lined up to get circumcised so they can partake of it. I mean, it's going

to happen. It's going to be an incredible thing. Right? Yeah. I want to use this up. If I can use it
as an opportunity to show people and tell people about the story of my king, I'm going to. Um,

And when the time comes, when there is a Sanhedrin in place and there is a temple rebuilt
and Mashiach is reigning and ruling on the earth and the lambs are called forth to go to the
temple for Passover, guys, this will be the law. This will be the restrictions of who can sit down
and eat that peace offering. And so I'm really excited to be able to host an open Seder. to be

able to share about the importance of Passover in this generation. And I'll get to that in just a
minute because, guys, for believers in Jesus, for believers in Messiah, for believers in Yeshua,
Passover is like it. I mean, Sukkot's fun. Pentecost Shavuot's awesome. It's a very... Passover is
the remembrance of the day that our God said, I love them so much that I am going to send
a lamb to pull them out of slavery. That is what we celebrate as Messianic believers. And so

I'm truly excited to be able to do that again this year with my family. What Passover
represented in the scriptures, it was a declaration of who you were in contrast to who God

was. That's what Passover revolves around essentially. Who are you compared to who God is?
Where did God come from? And what did he bring to the picture? Where did you come from?

And what did you bring to the picture? And how did God fix it So now you have something
else to cover up what you thought you were bringing into the picture. Each year, believers in
the God of Israel gather to remember the grace and mercy and strength of their God in their

lives. And as I said, this is done through the remembrance of the Passover or the Passover
Seder as we do it today. We know that the followers of the Messiah, the followers of Yeshua,
kept Passover and the other feasts long after Yeshua had died and resurrected. Long after.

Okay? It's an important feast, right? We see this in Paul, and this is the verse about Passover.
In Paul's letter to Corinthians, 1 Corinthians 5-7, he says, "...for Christ, for Messiah, our Passover

lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore let us keep the festival, not with old yeast, the yeast of
malice and wickedness, but with the bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth."

and what Paul is inviting believers to do and reminding believers is we got Passover and then
immediately Passover kicks off the week of unleavened bread. This is the festival that we
should be so excited about because this is the time when the message and the gospel of

Yeshua is revealed. And so we know that decades after Yeshua died and resurrected, Paul is
still telling believers to keep this feast of Passover. It's extremely important. How many of you
guys know that In the second and third century, the early church, can I say, I'm going to say
early church. I know. I'll get some emails about it. It'd be fine. So the early church, there were
some things that happened in history. And maybe they're not good and maybe they're not

bad. They're just history. I say that phrase a lot. And Right after, right at the beginning of the
second century, and I'm going to have a slide. I'm going to show this to you. There was a huge

rebellion. There were three major rebellions from the Jewish people against the Roman
Empire within the first 150 years of the turn of the millennium. Turn of the millennium. Oh

man. In the first century. I'm looking back and I'm trying to think, oh, after zero. Forgive me.
There were three different occurrences where the Judeans revolted against the Roman

Empire, and Roman soldiers went in and killed them all and tried to teach them a lesson. And
every single time this happened, Roman citizens became less and less patient with the

Judeans, with the Jews of the first century, and more and more hostile to them. And in about,
what was it, about 120 AD-ish circa, there was a huge revolt against the Roman Empire. They,

they, uh, The Bar Kokhba revolt. You can, Son of the Star revolt. When was it? 135. It was 135.
Okay, that makes sense. It was 135. And this huge revolt happened and the Roman Empire
put the smack down, if you will, on the Judeans. And it was awful. Slaughtering them every
single day. And we have a testimony through the patristic writings, the early church father
writings and Roman historians, that when this happened in Judea and surrounding Judea,

The believing Messianic Jews left Jerusalem. They left because it was not safe anymore
because the Romans were killing everyone, right? And so they left Jerusalem and began to

travel to the areas, the Romanized cities where the Ecclesia was established, Rome, Ephesus,
Corinthia, and so on and so forth. They began going to these cities for sanctuary,

distinguishing themselves from the non-believing Jews because that's who the Romans were
after. This idea of distinguishing yourself from the Jews begin to compound more and more
and more and the idea of oppressing the Jewish people that were not believing in Yeshua

became more and more common in the early church until finally the early church father said,
"You know what? We don't even need to do anything remotely compared to the Jews

because if we keep the same feasts, even though they're feasts of the Lord, if we keep the
same feasts that the Jews are keeping, then the Romans may look at us and say, 'Hey, they're

Jews too, so we need to oppress them,' and we don't really want that to happen." And then
the idea of Passover came up. Whoa, whoa, whoa. What about Passover? Passover is

important to keep on the evening of the 14th day of the first month. Yeah, it's pretty
important, but we don't want to look like the Jews. But it doesn't matter because Yeshua was

at Passover and this is the day of Passover. So what are we going to do? Well, we'll just
change it. You can't just change it. It's kind of like a big deal that Messiah, his whole mission
was revolving around. Okay, well, in the second century, all the patristic writings agreed that

Yeshua rose on Sunday. So whether we debate that or not, that's just what they believed. And
so the disciples of the apostles, if you will. And so they said, well, we know he rose on Sunday,

which is essentially technically first fruits. So let's move Passover. From the 14th day, whenever
it is, to the first Sunday after Passover. And that will distinguish us in celebrating Yeshua from

the Jews. This decree was very popular in Rome. And the more eastern ecclesia churches
disagreed with this greatly. And we have lots of writings to testify this. And so the idea is that
they're going to take Passover and they're going to move it. Right? And this Sunday, this first
Sunday after Passover became known as Easter because that was the German month. After
the German language had an influence on the English language and so on and so forth, the

German month that Passover fell in, it was shortened to Estrar and Easter became that. Early
Christians did not call the first Sunday after Passover Easter. You know what they called it?
Passover. Pascha. Anybody have a Google Translate in their phone? Let's do an experiment.
Okay, so go to Google Translate. Go to Google Translate. And this is pretty much I think every

major civilization in the world today. What they call the first Sunday after Passover. Except for
like Germany and maybe England and us. And so I want you to take Google Translate out

and I want you to type in, you're going to translate a word from English to Greek. Just make it
easy. Greek. And I want you to type in the word Easter. in the English word, Easter. And I want
you to hit translate and I want someone to tell me what the Greek word for Easter is. Pascha.
The Greek word for Passover. Right? Pascha. The early church did not really yearn to invent a

new holiday. They wanted to take the Passover. Well, we know it's important, so we're just
going to move it and then we're going to redefine the entire day and carve everything, chop

off everything Jewish around it and it's still going to be called Passover today. So yeah, after a
couple centuries, after the gospel hit Germany, yes, Easter, the term Easter came from

Germany. But Pascha, till this day, most Eastern Orthodox churches still say it's, they don't say
Easter, it's Pascha. The Paschal offering, Yeshua was a Paschal offering. And so this

controversy, when this happened, And you guys should take this as, this is good history. This is
awesome. This is amazing, this stuff. That is just, if we open a history book, we'll see this. The
quarter-deciman controversy is what this was called. Okay? It was also called the Paschal
controversies. So if you Google those, you can read a lot about it. And this was right at the

turn of the second century when the church began to become split on the decision whether
we should keep Passover or on the day that the Bible says it's supposed to be on with all of its

traditions, or if we should move it and redefine it to separate ourselves and make ourselves
distinguish between the Jews. And so in the Christian, this is a blog, a definition of what this is.

In the Christian church, this dispute concerning the correct day for observing Easter, which
we know is Pascha, the earliest controversy was over the question of whether Easter should
always be celebrated on a Sunday or the actual day of the Jewish Hebrew lunar month, the
14th of Nisan. on which the Paschal lamb was slaughtered. The latter practice, followed by

the church in the Roman province of Asia, was generally condemned at the end of the second
century because it meant celebrating Easter when the Jews were keeping Passover.

Celebrating their outlook, their Paschal, the same as the Jews. We don't want to do that, so
we got to change it. And so we have Epiphanius, He was born in Judea around 310. He
became the bishop of Cyrus. And he writes, let's see here. Oh, here we go. He writes, the

controversy arose, literally the stirring up, this stirring up of the early believing community.
The controversy arose after the exodus of the bishops of the circumcision. So the bishops, the
messianic bishops in Judea around 135 AD. There we go. And it has continued until our time.
So basically what he's writing is this is when the controversy really started. Before 135 A.D., All

of the early believers, everyone who said they were a Christian, if you will, everyone who
believed in Yeshua kept Passover on the 14th day of Nisan, the same day that everyone else in
Judea was because they understood that yes, there is a lamb that is sacrificed, but we know

the fulfillment of this lamb that was sacrificed as our king. And our king said, do this in
remembrance of me. And so this is what we're going to do. We're going to do this in

remembrance of him every single year to not only memorialize The awesome strength of God
taking us out of Egypt, but memorialize our awesome God redeeming us from a life of sin. I
see. Church Father Eusebius, he was a Roman historian and also a bishop of Caesarea. He
writes concerning Polycarp. So Polycarp was a disciple of John. He claimed to be. There's a

debate. But generation after John. So he claimed to be a disciple of John, the brother of
James. Okay, so if that is true, then this guy, in my opinion, carries a little bit of weight. Just a

little bit, you know, and we could just gain some insight here. So let's see what he says. He
held that celebrating Passover was an institution of the faith that was directly handed down
by John the Apostle. At the time was the last living apostle. So he states, my mentor gave it to

me. and said, "This is how you need to follow Yeshua, by keeping this institution, by keeping
the Passover." And today we have a very fuzzy idea of what it was like in the Roman Empire,
the first, second, third centuries. There were a lot of politics going on that affected the way
that believers lived their lives. But I find this quote fascinating, absolutely fascinating. In 154
AD, Polycarp visited Rome. So we're talking about middle of the second century. This is long

before Constantine. Long before Constantine. In 154 AD, Polycarp visited Rome to engage the
Bishop of Rome, Aniketos. He wanted to confront him concerning this growing controversy of
when Passover should be. Basically, he's going and he's saying, listen, I know you're Bishop of

Rome and Rome's kind of like the center point now. You know, Jerusalem done been
destroyed. Everyone's been banned from it. Rome kind of evolved and growing up in the

main, the weight in the early Ecclesia because of this. You can't just change Passover. Okay.
We know the disciples said you need to keep Passover. I'm a disciple of the disciple. We need
to do this. And so the bishop at that time, he didn't listen to Polycarp and essentially told him
that this is now the tradition of the Roman churches and he's not going to change it. So this
tradition evolved so quickly around Rome, moving Pascha, if you will, Passover onto Sunday,
that it had been solidified in his mind, we're not going to change this. We've been doing this
for like 30 years now. No, we're not going to do this. Apparently Polycarp created quite a fuss

with the bishop of Rome and Eusebius tells us that he was later executed because of this
constant confrontation. So this was a huge conflict for early believers, right? Huge. According
to Eusebius again, Pelocrates, which was Polycarp's protege, okay? So his protege, who was a

bishop of Ephesus, went ahead, went head-to-head to the Pope Victor in Rome. So we had
this main bishop in Rome, the Pope Victor, if you will, and Pelocrates went head-to-head with
him, and Pope Victor said he attempted to cut off whole churches from the assembly based
on them refusing to change God's calendar to Sunday, okay? changing Passover to Sunday.

So we have this Pope and basically what he's threatening to do is he's like, listen guys, we got
to solidify this. We got some churches over here out in the East and lower areas that are still

keeping the same Passover on the day that the Jews are keeping it. And we're, you know,
we're civilized enough to understand that we don't want to be associated with them. So, so

we've changed it to the first Sunday after. It's always going to be on a Sunday. And if you
don't want to celebrate Passover on the first Sunday, you then we're just going to cut you off.
We're going to excommunicate you from the ecclesia of God. Nowadays, you know, after the

Protestant movement, like we're like, fine, I'll start my own denomination. But that wasn't
really an option. That wasn't really an option back then because, I mean, we're talking about

the early, the early ecclesia was growing and it was growing so fast and already it was
becoming corrupt because of the ways of man. Arenas, who was the bishop of Lyon, at the

end of the second century intervened, because this was getting a big deal, he intervened as a
type of peacemaker between Victor and Pelocrates, stating that Victor would cripple the

strength of the entire ecclesia, the entire church, if you will, the entire governmental body that
Yeshua founded if he cut off all of the churches or all of the fellowships that kept Passover on

the correct date. He says that the many bishops of Asia and everyone to the east who with
the Jews celebrated the Passover on the 14th day of the new moon, right there, we still see
that a huge majority was still keeping it on the correct day alongside the Jews. Apollinaris,

Bishop of Heropolis, from his work on Easter or Pascha, preserved this saying where he says,
the 14th of Nisan is the true Passover. This is dated around 170 AD. So we're still in here. The

14th of the first month, according to the Bible, is the true Passover of our Lord, the great
sacrifice. Instead of the lamb, we have the lamb of God. We have the fulfillment of everything
Passover represents. Of course we gotta keep this. It's incredible because Victor was unmoved

by the support of the biblical Passover handed down by the apostles. And so he thought of
himself as the king of the worldwide ecclesia, you know, being the pope, he rules everything

now. And pretty much he ended up disfellowshipping and excommunicating every single
fellowship that chose to keep Passover on the biblical date. who chose to be like the Jews,
which was such a corrupt mindset. It was never about being about the Jews because the

Passover was not a holiday of the Jews. It was a festival of our God that the Jews recognized
was a festival of our God. And so they celebrated it and they met God on his date. But that's
not how man saw it. And it's so disheartening to understand this is basically the basic scope
of how Passover got moved to Sunday and got chopped all up and everything that looked
Jewish or Hebrew was cut off of it and it was transformed into an entirely different holiday.

Did the earliest believers, do we have enough proof that the earliest believers kept the
Passover with a Hebrew understanding just like Messiah taught them to? If so, then shouldn't
we yearn to do that same thing today and yearn to at least recognize that today? That is why

we do Passover here. That's why every single fellowship that claims to be a believing
fellowship in the Messiah should do Passover. That would be great. It'd be a sure step in the
right direction, that's for sure. So remember how Polycarp was allegedly a protege of John,
right? Do I have this up here? Yeah, that was my slide. Remember how he was allegedly a

protege of John? So he claimed, he claimed, this guy, if he was true, if he was truly a disciple, I
think some of his letters contain some stuff that are kind of difficult. What in the world was he
talking about there? But if he was truly a disciple of the apostle John and that Passover was

handed down as an institution from Yeshua to his apostles and then from his apostles to
their disciples, shouldn't we take a look at what John wrote about? Let's take a look at this. So
this is a very interesting verse, and I just want to toss it out there. It's going to seem very, very,

very controversial. But let's just see what John says. Because John writes in 1 John 2, 18
through 19, he says, little children, so he's teaching, and he says, little children, in this last hour,

as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many Antichrists have come, by
which we know that it is the last hour. So he's warning folks, he's like, listen, this is going to be

a movement of people that are against Christ. Christ, against Messiah. They're going to be
the anti-Messiah, if you will. Please don't get all revelations and left behind on me here. Just
read the text. Okay. Nikolai, was that his name in the book? Nikolai, lots of Nikolais among
you. Anyone named Nikolai, kick him out. No. These are people who are against everything
that the Messiah was. And there's even many among you today. They went out from us. So

they used to be part of us. As this is exactly what took place in the middle of the second
century. Those who were against Messiah rose up. and did not want to continue with the

teachings of the apostles. They didn't want to continue with the teachings that were handed
down from Yeshua themselves. They wanted to make themselves manifest that they were

not part of that group of people. They had their own agenda. They had their own desires, and
they were going a different direction. And you know what? Here's what we need to do. We
need to start by not only moving the Sabbath from Saturday to Sunday, we need to move

Passover from the 14th day of the month of Nisan to a Sunday because it was more
recognized in the Roman Empire. Sundays were a lot more friendlier of a day. Everybody

understood that Sundays were a holy day in the Roman Empire, so it'll make it easier for us to
avoid persecution by the Romans if we cut off any type of connection that makes us look
Jewish. Guys, I don't want to look Jewish. Looking Jewish doesn't matter. Looking biblical

matters. Looking biblical. I want to follow the Father. I want to follow Yeshua. right? Jews, the
reason they look Jewish is because they're doing the same thing, because they're following

the Father's commands. It's not about competing for an identity. It's about being in the
kingdom and recognize what the scripture says and how to follow our Messiah. And that's
something that we lost 1900 years ago, 1800 years ago. And I hope, I hope the body, the full

body, the believing body in Yeshua, I truly hope that we can come back one day and say, you
know what? Obviously, history shows that there were some that were anti-Messiah and had
their own agenda. And I don't want to be anti-Messiah anymore. I want to keep the feast just
like Paul says. For Messiah, he is our Passover lamb. And that is why we should keep the feast

without leavening, without any of the hate or bitterness within us, without the sin that is
within us, without our own agenda, without our pride. Let us keep the feast together as the

body of our king, right? And so, in my opinion, it's not my opinion, I think it's scriptural.
Because Yeshua is represented as the Passover, he's directly linked to this custom that we are

going to be doing almost two weeks from today. We're going to be here in this room and
we're going to go over the Haggadah and we're going to go over the order of the Seder and
we're going to talk about the story of Passover and we're going to talk about God's mighty

arm who pulled his people out of Egypt and we're going to talk about Yeshua how God used
his mighty right arm to pull us out of the place of sin in our lives where we were slaves and we
were oppressed, how he pulled us out of Egypt. Because that day is all about him. And I won't
let someone else's opinion about looking Jewish or trying to avoid persecution get in the way
of me keeping this feast and me memorializing this feast the best I can because I want my

son to know that who his Messiah is in the fullest extent possible to teach him. And you have
to have the Passover in order to do that. Hey guys, I'm Matthew Vanderels, pastor at Founded

in Truth Fellowship and I really hope you enjoy this message. If you would like to see more
messages and teachings like this one, please subscribe to our YouTube channel by clicking

here. You can also visit our website to find out more information about our ministry and what
we do right here. And if this message has been edifying to you, please consider supporting us
and the ministry through our secure online giving portal here. This will ensure this message

along with many others will continue to reach those who find themselves far from God. If
you'd like to write us, you can do so at Founded in Truth, P.O. Box 38042 Rock Hill, South

Carolina, zip code 29732. You can also check out our Facebook page at facebook.com slash
foundedintruth. I pray that you stay blessed. I pray that you guys stay encouraged. And I pray

that you stay fit. Founded in Truth. We'll see you guys next time.
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