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Alright, so guys, I know we have several families out sick this week, and it always amazes me.
It's a paradox, I guess you could say, because no matter what the attendance of the adults

are at the fellowship, the attendance of the children always seems to remain the same, which
is incredible. I don't know how that works out or how that, but it's incredible. So Shabbat
Shalom, everyone. We're so excited that we get to come together today. So I was putting

together, I had to put together this slide, and I knew what I wanted to discuss, but I couldn't
think of a title, and I ended up just making the boringest title you could ever imagine. New
Testament Passover themes. Dun, dun, dun. And as... As we've discussed in prior weeks, the
story of the Bible was intentionally put together. It was crafted for you as the reader. And it
was crafted as this epic story, unified and uplifting, the Messiah Yeshua. But it's this story of

God that you're invited to participate in. And with that comes an intentionality by the biblical
authors... as they seek to portray the character of God to you in a way that is impactful. And

so Passover, a time of remembrance, according to the Bible, where we remember the mighty
deeds of God, the things that he did in Egypt when he freed the Israelites from the oppressive
powers of Pharaoh and led them out into the wilderness and into the promised land. where

he separated the waters of the Red Sea and brought forth dry land, an example of an echo of
a type of new creation that was happening. And it produces this new humanity walking out

of Egypt, a covenant people that will become the light to all nations, or at least that's the
hope. Israel was led out into the wilderness, which is significant because what is the

wilderness? The wilderness is the catalyst that leads them into the promised land, right? And
finally, the Israelites come to the Jordan River. Once again, the waters, it says that they were

stopped up, just like in Egypt. And dry land appeared that they walked across, just like in
Genesis 1 and 8 and Exodus 14. And now in Joshua 1. Four times where the biblical authors

wanted to tie together all these examples of God separating the waters, dry land appearing,
and the people walking through. Israel enters the land of Canaan, also called the land of milk

and honey. And it's later referenced as the place of God's rest, right? It's a symbol of the
garden. It's a symbol of Eden. Redemption, rivers of life, and new creation brought forth by

the blood of the Lamb. Those are the major themes in the Passover story. And we know how
the story goes. Israel entered the land and settled there in the story of the Bible. But they

don't really live happily ever after, do they? See, even though they were freed from slavery to
Egypt, they grew as a nation. And then they began to enslave other nations, oppressing the
marginalized. And they became focused, instead of worshiping God and being the type of

people that God wanted them to be, they became more focused on having the best military
power, having the most wealth. and having the most power and influence over others. The
peak was with King Solomon. Kings 1 through 11 is where that really comes to the surface.

King Solomon made silver as common as stone in Jerusalem. Money is just everywhere. He
became an arms dealer, taking chariots from Egypt and selling them for profit to the lands of
the north, profiting off of violence and war and death. And he used slave labor... to build the
temple of Yahweh. The temple of the God that frees slaves was built by slave labor. And then
the prophets come forward. Prophets like Amos, prophets like Hosea, Jeremiah, all warning

Israel, you have become the thing that God freed you from. You were supposed to be unique.
You weren't supposed to look like the nations, participate in the game of empire like the

nations. You were supposed to represent the kingdom of heaven on earth. But you haven't.
And as a result, you're going to sleep in the bed that you've made. And so the chess game

continues, and better chess players came along. Assyria comes down and takes the northern
tribes all and scatters them throughout the world. And then Babylon comes in from the east

and takes all of Judah captive in Babylon in exile for 70 years. They burn the temple to the
ground, Jerusalem. They raise the homes, and they take everybody captive. And then the

entire story of Israel resets once again. That's the resetting point. Everything that's happened,
reset. They are now enslaved in a land that's not their own, and they're crying out for God. But

God speaks through these same prophets, and he says the issue, the issue here is that
humanity needs a heart transplant because the issue isn't Egypt. The issue is not Pharaoh.

The issue is not Babylon. The issue is your heart. It's your heart. So God is going to make
another new covenant, and he will write his law on your hearts. Ezekiel phrases it, That God is
going to do a heart transplant. He's going to take your heart of stone and give you a heart of

beating flesh that his spirit will dwell in. And Isaiah takes a different approach of this new
exodus plan that God has for humanity. He says, listen, there's going to be a whole new

heavens and earth. A new creation is going to happen because of the impact of what God is
going to do to bring a solution, to bring his rescue mission to humanity once and for all.

Jeremiah puts it this way when he's speaking about this greater Exodus mission that is going
to take place. And he says this in Jeremiah 23 and also in Jeremiah 16. And it says this, the
days are coming in Jeremiah 23 verse 5. The days are coming declares the Lord when I will
raise up for David a righteous branch. A king who will reign wisely and do what is just and

right in the land. So he's going to bring a king. A king, a righteous branch of David is going to
come and he's going to reign and rule. Do we have this on the slides by chance, Jeremiah?
Oh, there we go. Verse 7. This is my favorite part. So then the days are coming, declares the

Lord, when the people will no longer say assuredly as the Lord lives who brought the Israelites
out of Egypt. No, they're going to say something different after this takes place. As surely as
the Lord lives who brought the descendants of Israel up out of the land of the north and out

of all the countries where he banished them, they will live in their own land. Jeremiah
prophesies about an exodus event that will be so big that it will eclipse the story of the exodus

from Egypt. Somehow this new exodus, it's going to restore Israel to God, ending the exile
from him, and they will live in their own land. The own land is an echo of the garden. So God's

going to end the exile for people that were sent away from him, but he's going to do
something to bring them back to him. It's speaking about Babylon. It's speaking about

Jerusalem. It's speaking about the garden. It's speaking about humanity. We know that Israel
came back from Babylon and entered back into the land, but that didn't fulfill this prophecy.
Didn't do it. Nehemiah and Ezra both say, they say we're supposed to, we ended the exile, but

we're still slaves in our own land now. Why are we still slaves in our own land when we're
here? It's because the bigger picture doesn't have to do with land. It has to do with the power

and redemption of God. Something is going to happen that's going to end the exile from
humanity away from God, and people will no longer recognize God as the God who freed the
Israelites from Egypt. Oh, that little story compared to what he's going to do or what he has
done. This is the Lord that ended the exile. He brought his sheep back to him. And how will

this be done? Through a king that will be raised up and called the righteous branch, our
savior. There's going to be a new Exodus that is going to be a new creation. Isaiah has some
potent imagery as well in Isaiah chapter 40. So what I love about the prophets is they were

different people. I know, it's, yeah, so this is a strange look. Sometimes we read the Bible as if it
was all written by the same person, and so we get confused when there's different imagery
used and different expressions in the writing. God allowed multiple people to write, collect,

write, ...edit, finalize the Bible. All inspired by the Holy Spirit. And so when we go over to Isaiah...
...he has a different type of imagery... ...for this new exodus that's going to occur. He speaks of
it like this in chapter 40. Starting in verse 3. He says... Isaiah here is depicting a voice crying in
the wilderness. calling the captives forward into the wilderness, come out of slavery and enter

the wilderness. What was the wilderness in the Exodus story? It was a catalyst that led to a
new covenant and to the dwelling place of God. That's where the people come out of slavery
and go into the wilderness of God. And here the prophet has a vision where an interstate will
be made in the wilderness to lead them to Zion, to Zion. And here's what it says in verse 11 of

the same chapter. It says, Isn't that beautiful? This is what the new exodus is going to look like
in Isaiah's prophecy, along with many other chapters. And it should come to no surprise that

all four gospel accounts launch their depiction of the ministry of Yeshua with John the
Baptist. And where does John the Baptist hang out? Does he hang out in Jerusalem? Does he

hang out in Galilee? No, he's in the wilderness. Luke chapter 3 verse 2. Here's where we get
this introduction from Luke's perspective. During the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,

the word of the Lord came to John, son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went in all the
country around the Jordan, preaching and baptizing of repentance and forgiveness of sins.

Why is he doing this? This is what John was doing. This is John's role. All four gospel accounts
start with this reference from Isaiah. John is not screaming in the wilderness like, hey guys,
come back into the land. Come back. No, he's calling people out of the place of slavery and
oppression into the wilderness because that's where Israel met their God. That's where they
came into covenant and that's what led them to the true promised land where his presence
dwelt. And John is looking at what's happening in the land of Israel and saying, guess what

guys? Come out. Come out because Israel has turned into the new Babylon as we see later in
the story. This is how the gospel accounts start. The greater exodus comes through Yeshua, by
the way. Spoiler alert. And we've been discussing the intentional framing of the stories in the

Bible in light of literary intent the past few weeks. The four gospel accounts also have four
different authors. And they have different details in them about Yeshua and his ministry,

different events, and sometimes even different chronologies, which messes with some people.
What? Why? Why? No, it's because there are four different authors directing four different

films, and they're each directing their film in a way they felt was most impactful for the
reader. Matthew and John specifically were obsessed with getting the point across that the

new exodus has come through Yeshua. All of these prophecies have launched the new
exodus. All of these great things have happened through Yeshua and what he did. The

freedom and liberation from slavery has come. But it was not a slavery from Pharaoh. It was
not a slavery from Egypt. It was a slavery of sin and death in our lives. Matthew, for example, a

favorite gospel account, not only divides Yeshua's teaching into five different sections...
showing a connection between Yeshua's teachings and, of course, the Torah given by Moses.

He emphasizes the elements of Yeshua's childhood that parallel the childhood of Moses.
Remember the childhood of Moses? So in the childhood of Moses, in Exodus 1, verse 22, it says

that the evil king Pharaoh attempted to kill him through the mass slaughter of children.
Matthew is very, very good at emphasizing, well, in the childhood of Yeshua, the evil king

Herod attempted to kill him through the mass slaughter of children as well. In Exodus 1, the
midwives in Egypt tricked Pharaoh, the evil king. The wise men in Jerusalem were the ones

that tricked King Herod, the evil king. Moses was forbidden from the evil king when he was a
child. He was hidden. The angel told Mary to hide Yeshua from the evil king in Matthew 2.13.

Moses was hidden within Egypt to save him. Yeshua was hidden within Egypt to save him. In
Matthew, the Sermon on the Mount, which is where the phrase is from Matthew, in Mark it's

the Sermon on the Plain, which there's reasons for that. It's pretty neat. Matthew depicts
Yeshua going up on the mountain. If your translations, if it's accurate in the Greek, it should
say the mountain, not a mountain. Matthew is very specific. Yeshua went up the mountain

and gave the revelation of God. If I talk about a prophet or a man of God walking up the
mountain in the Bible and giving the revelation of God, what story does that trigger? Sinai.
Moses. Love that. So he goes up and he gives a sermon revealing what Torah actually looks

like when it's actually produced in a way that makes a difference from the heart. It is Yeshua's
Torah teaching. And he reveals the heart of God for humanity. Now, when Moses came down
the mountain, he brought with him ten what? Commandments. Yeah, ten words. Yep, on the

tablets. These ten commands. When Yeshua came down from the mountain, he brought
forth with him ten miracles in Matthew. Ten miracles went out from Sinai. Or from, sorry, the

Sermon on the Mount. So many undertones, undercurrents of Passover throughout the
Gospel accounts. In Luke chapter 7, John the Baptist is in jail. And he sends his followers to go

and ask Yeshua what? What's he going to ask them? Are you the one who is to come, or
should we look for another? I mean, okay, cousin Jesus, are you the one? And how does

Yeshua respond? This is Luke 7, verse 22. And he answered them, And so growing up, I read
that and I'm like, yeah, John, look at the miracles. Duh, of course he is. And yes, but Yeshua is

also alongside producing his miracles for John. He's also quoting Isaiah 35. And Isaiah 35 goes
like this, starting in verse 5. Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf
unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer and the mute tongues shout for joy. Water will
gush forth in the air. Verse 10. Verse 10. It wasn't about the miracles. It was about the greater
exodus coming forth. Yes, John, I am the new Moses, and this new exodus is about to begin.

The ransomed will be returned. And so the original Passover story is being conflated here with
the story of the garden and the returning to the presence of the Lord from exile and And this
exile is from Babylon. It's from Assyria. It's from the farthest corners of the world to bring all of
humanity back to God. Now, John, John, John is like the black sheep of the gospel accounts.

Like the other three gospel accounts, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, they even have their own like
club name. It's called the Synoptic Gospels. That's us. We're the Synoptics, right? And John is
not one of those. He's not one of us. Because they have a lot of things in common and it's a

geeky discussion. But John sticks out because John does his own thing in the most beautiful
way, right? I love that. And he loves Passover. John 1 is about new creation, right? That's the

whole first chapter. And what's new creation have to do with? As we discussed, new creation
elements are a part of the original Passover story. Because a new humanity is being born to
live out the reign of God on earth. And so John 1 begins with, in the beginning. But this is not

the same creation story as Genesis 1. No, this is the new creation as it looks like when it's
birthed through the work of Yeshua. That's what the beginning, the preamble, that's what the

first part of the first chapter is all about. No man has seen God, but we have Yeshua, and
therefore we know what God looks like. Wow. And then right after that, who are we

introduced to? John. John. In verse 9, it says this. The next day, John saw Jesus coming toward
him, and he said, Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. John paints
Yeshua as the Passover Lamb throughout the entire gospel account, starting here. John

emphasizes that Yeshua is the Lamb of the new Exodus. It's the Lamb that takes away the
sins of the world. But the Passover Lamb didn't take away the sins of the world, though. Like,
it was a peace offering, essentially. No, the Passover Lamb... kicks off the Passover event. And
the Passover event is a festival of freedom. And if sin in our hearts is what keeps us shackled

in chains in exile away from God, then the removal of sin is what allows us to walk on dry land
through the waters, into the wilderness, hop on the highway, and enter the garden with God.

That's why the lamb takes away the sins of the world, because that is the thing that is
keeping us enslaved. See, in John, there are no miracles. John never says Jesus did a miracle.
John says Jesus did signs. It even says at one point, signs and wonders. That's the phrase that
Exodus uses for the display of the plagues that God produced. The signs and signs as wonders

that Yahweh produced. Love that. The first sign is what? When he goes to the wedding and
he turns water into wine, right? Water into blood. No, wine. I'm sorry, I'm getting two stories

mixed up because they're similar. And how many signs are there in John? Seven. Seven signs.
Seven signs that culminate until we see the lamb on the cross. Yeshua turns water into wine,
not water into blood, because everything about Yeshua gives life, not death. The concluding
sign at Cana is when Yeshua granted life to the son of the royal man. That's John chapter 4.

And the Greek word there to describe this royal man, this man of nobility, is basilikos. It means
imperial or royal. And what's neat is in the Greek version of the Old Testament, Septuagint, in
the Exodus story, guess what word is heavily used to describe Pharaoh? Basilicos. Basilicos.
Hmm. Pharaoh. But here, the only son of this Basilicos and John does not die. Yeshua tells
him, your son lives. This Exodus is different. It's different. He hears the paralytic at the pool.

Yeshua goes on to feed the 5,000 with fish and loaves. And he walks on water as part of that
event. And then he tells his disciples that he's the bread of life that falls from heaven. I am the

greater manna. He references the Exodus tradition. I am the greater manna that feeds. It's
an Exodus story. He goes on to heal a blind man and he raises Lazarus from the dead. See, in

the new Exodus, the former signs of death have been transformed into life-giving deeds
because that's how our God works. And not just that, but they're forces of transforming the

effects of old creation and ushering in something new, a new type of creation. And of course,
this culminates sign after sign until the seventh sign, Yeshua's crucifixion. The only son that

dies in this Passover event is the only begotten. And in John chapter 19, it says, it gives a
graphic recount of the exaltation of King Jesus on the cross. And we have this detail about his

bones in John chapter 19. It says this in verse 32. It says, These things happened so that
Scripture would be fulfilled. Not one of his bones would be broken. And we know what that
reference is from. It's the Exodus 12. Because the Passover lamb, there's a commandment.

Listen, you're going to kill this lamb, you're going to eat it. Do not break any of its bones. They
cannot be broken. They cannot be broken. And then what happens next? Verse 34. Instead,
one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear. bringing a sudden flow, a rush of blood

and water. The man who saw it has given his testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows
what he tells is true, and he testifies so that also you may believe. These things happen so
that the scripture would be fulfilled, not one of the bones would be broken. And the other
scripture that says, they will look upon the one they have pierced. They pierce him with a

spear, and out comes forth blood and water. And then John quotes Zechariah as this type of
fulfillment of this prophecy. Zechariah 12, this is where we get this verse. Just like in the story
of the Exodus. In Zechariah, this firstborn son will be pierced. And here's what Zechariah says

right after this will be the result of him being pierced. In Zechariah 13, 1, it says this. In the
Torah, what cleanses the altar, purges the altar of sin? Blood. Yeah, that's what Yom Kippur is
all about. Blood. And in the Torah, what cleanses a person of impurity? Water. This reality has

found its fulfillment flowing from the side of Yeshua in John's account. This is part of the
greater exodus of what is to come and what is now here. In Zechariah, the imagery is meant
to portray the mighty river of mercy and grace flowing out from the throne of God, just as it is
depicted in Revelation 22, where the river runs from the throne of God and of the Lamb in the

middle where the tree of life is. In John, it also states Yeshua was crucified in the middle of
two others. Oh, and there was a garden there. John's the only one that uses that word middle,

by the way. It's the same word that's used in the Greek Septuagint for where the tree of life
was located in Genesis. John does something that is controversial that the other gospel

accounts do not. See, in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Yeshua is depicted as eating the Passover
Seder as the Last Supper, right? This is, he sits down, he's eating the Passover Seder with his

disciples, right? And he's reframing the entire Seder to now be about him, which is
appropriate. In John... Who's the lamb? Not a trick question. In the gospel of John, Yeshua is

the lamb. And so John shifts the chronology to have the last supper as not the Passover meal,
but a meal on the eve of Passover. It's the last supper before they go into the day of Passover.
Why? Because John wants you to know that Yeshua is dying at the same time as the lambs
are. He's trying to force that association on you. He's trying to make that point clearer. Well,

Matt, which is it? That's not the point John was trying to make. John's trying to give you a
bigger message, bigger message of who Yeshua is in light of what took place in the story of
the scriptures and what has happened. He is the Passover. And as the lambs were killed in

the temple, he's on a cross, according to John, in a garden or near a garden. Yeshua is
hanging on a cross and his last words are, "'It is finished,' an echo of the first creation story.'"

When it is done and completed. Except this time it's not old creation that has come into
being. It's new. It's new creation due to a new exodus that forms a new humanity free from

the shackles of slavery. And three days later, the king walks out of a tomb. He walks out of the
tomb. And John is not done yet. Because that's what happens. That's why the lamb dies. The

lamb launches the exodus event. On the first day of the week, creation, Mary comes to the
tomb. And she sees that it's empty. And so she goes to tell the other disciples, right? And then
when she gets back, she gets back to the tomb. This is when it really comes together. So John

chapter 20, verse 11, Mary is back at the tomb, Mary Magdalene, and she stood outside the
tomb crying. And as she wept, she bent over to look inside the tomb. And she saw two angels
in white seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and one at the foot. And they

asked her, Woman, why are you crying? They have taken my Lord away, she said. I don't
know where they have put him. Golly, I just love all the men in the Bible are scared to death of
angels. And then we get the women, like Samson's mom. Dad's on the ground crying. Oh, my
goodness. And she's like, hey, stop. Zachariah in the temple, can't talk now because he didn't

have any faith. You know, Mary, she's like, yeah, it's kind of disturbing you'd greet me that
way. You know, what's up? But that's fine. It's incredible. And here, Mary Magdalene. What's

wrong? Oh, I thought, you know, my Lord's body's not here where you are. I love the portrayal
of women. In Luke and John specifically. But John does something else. And most of the time,
whenever women are spoken to, I think John always calls them woman. Woman. He wants
that word. Even Jesus to his own mother. Woman, my time's not yet come. And it's like, I feel
she would have patted him, even knowing who he was. Jewish mother? No way. Geina is a

Greek word. It's the same word that's used for... woman in the garden, because that's the first
time we see that word, right? Woman in the garden. I don't know. Here we have a woman in
a garden. So they ask, woman, why are you crying? They've taken my Lord away and I don't
know where they put him. At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she

did not realize it was Jesus. So she comes back and she sees two angels and strikes up a
conversation. No big deal. She No, see, there's two angels on either side of his body where he'd
been laid. In the tomb, which is where? In the garden. And this tomb is now depicted through
the lens of John, how he's filming this story. It's now portrayed as the holiest of holies. The Ark
of the Covenant is here with the two angels on either side. The place where God's presence
and glory takes up its residence is here in a garden. It's Eden. It's Eden. That's the imagery

that is flourishing here. Because of what Yeshua has done, the gates of Eden are open. And
it's beautiful. It's so good. And Yeshua asks Mary, Woman, why are you crying? Here we go. It's
his tradition in John. Woman, why are you crying? Who is it that you're looking for? Thinking

he was a gardener, she said, sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him
and I will go and get him. Jesus said to her, only time in the entire book of John where he

names a woman Mary. Mary. I love that. And this You can make assertions. I think
connections are really clear here. This could just be an assertion. Might be a connection,

might not. So we have the Greek word Mary. What's the Hebrew word for Mary? Miriam. And
where's the first time we see Miriam in the Bible? Oh, after the Red Sea. And she's the prophet
of God proclaiming the victory that he has brought forth. So the first time Yeshua says Mary is
right here after the victory has been declared. Eden's gates have been opened. God's abode is

now here. Mary. She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, Rabboni, which means
teacher. Jesus said, And this is the account of the first evangelist ever in history. Mary of

Magdalene, or Mary of Magdal. So you have the first day of the week of new creation. You
have a garden. You have a man and a woman. And he's portrayed as what? The gardener.
The one who is working and taking care of the garden. Right? It's imagery. Right? We're not

saying that it's Adam and Eve and Jesus is going to marry. No, that's that Da Vinci Code stuff.
That's not what we're saying. We're saying that there's possibly a connection here. The

gardener. He's the one that works and takes care of the garden. Just like Adam did. And here
we have a woman. And here we have the garden. And here we have the presence of God. You
see how cool John is? Love it. Love it. And then Yeshua makes his appearance to his disciples.
And this is where it gets heavy. Because in John chapter 22, what does Yeshua blow on them?
This is John's account, right? It says, "...and with that he breathed on them and said, Receive
the Holy Spirit." He did what? Breathe. That word, that word appears twice or in two different

accounts, I should say, not twice, but two different accounts in the Old Testament. That
specific Greek word only appears two times in the Greek Old Testament. The first is, of course,
alluding to Yahweh himself breathing his breath, Ruach's spirit, into Adam, the breath of life,

his own divine life-giving breath. And the second time that word is used in the Greek
Septuagint, it's used in Ezekiel 37, where Ezekiel sees the valley of dead bones. God's people

have found themselves in exile from him. And this vision of these dead, dry, rotted out
skeletons reflect their spiritual condition. Because this is what sin gives you. This is what it
looks like when you're enslaved to sin and death. And God says in verse 5 of Ezekiel 37, he
says, I will breathe into you so that you will live. I will breathe into you so that you may live.
Guys, Passover is not just about a lamb. It's not just about Egypt. It's not just about some

plagues or manna. Passover is the story of the Bible. It's the story of humanity. It's the story of
being lost but being found. It's the story of being freed from shackles, but not from Egypt, but

freed from the shackles of sin and death and the chains of your own heart, the chains that
keep you attached to old creation, that the way of the world, that's how Paul would reference

it. And Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, all of the New Testament authors injected
intentionally Passover themes and motifs into their stories and letters so that you would

understand that new creation has come. It has come. And the voice is calling for you in the
wilderness. Come and meet the Lord. Come and meet your God. Come and meet your Savior.
And that looks like letting go of the chains that bind you. It looks like letting go of bitterness. It
looks like letting go of unforgiveness. It looks like letting go of addiction. It looks like letting go
of lust. It looks like letting go of gossiping. It looks like letting go of judging others so that you
can feel superior to others, a grasp of power. The most religious people in Israel in the stories

of the New Testament were the Pharisees and the Sadducees. And that was their demise.
Yeah, but they kept Torah. Great. And they believed in God and they prayed. Yeah, and they

used it all as a grasp of power to lift up themselves over others. They used it to turn
themselves into their own pharaoh, to enslave others under their religious bigotry. And that's

a hard lesson right there to meditate on. That's why John says, you brood of vipers. They're
also referenced as the sons of Satan. The sons of Satan. The New Testament, these stories are
telling you the truth that you can experience a new life that only God can give. Because that's

what a believer is. That's what a Christian is. It is someone who is participating in new
creation now. And you live a life with other people as if you were all in the garden. That's what

it is. Our faith is supposed to produce the evidence of things not yet seen because we know
it's coming, but it's already taken place in our own life. Do you guys realize that? That's the
lens that we wear when we walk out into the world. It is as if we are living in the Garden of

Eden with everyone. Yeah, but they don't act like it. It doesn't matter what they do. You know
the reality of what God has done and what God is doing and what you're supposed to be

doing representing the thing that he did. And so when you walk out in this world, you treat
people as if we're living in the Garden of Eden, this paradise where there is no more pursuit to
conquer others. There is no more pursuit to think of yourself above. There is no more pursuit to

sin and death. You bask in the bounty of God's grace and mercy that he's given to you, and
you reflect that to other people. That's why Yeshua said turn the other cheek. Because in the

garden, we don't kill each other. Because the offense should not have an environment to
continue to perpetuate itself. That was not the environment in the garden. That was not it. So

someone tries to exploit you, carry my bag a mile. Man, I'm not going to show you and give
you the satisfaction of having a power grasp and enslaving. I'm going to show you grace and

carry this sucker two miles. Yes. I'm going to make this into a story of the garden instead of
your story of grasp of power and to control other people. And it's tough. And it's not fair. It's
not fair if we're playing by the rules of old creation. But if we're playing by the rules of new
creation, we've knocked the chessboard off the table. That's why Christianity has toppled

empires. Not through violence, but through subversive resistance and believing something
else. And so I don't know where you're at today. But this is the story of God that you are invited
into. And maybe you're here today and you're tired and you're exhausted, burdened with the
weight in your life and the things that hold you hostage and captive inside of it. And I'm here
to tell you that in Yeshua, you have a new creation and you can have a new creation. And all
you have to do is breathe, is breathe and experience the new life that only God can give you
because that is what a believer is. You are participating in that creation now. Now. And the

world may not understand it. So what? Yeshua is with you and he will never leave you. That's
the promise. And if Yeshua is with you, then guess who is in the garden? You. And so please
stand as we conclude with worship. And this is a time where we encourage you to meditate

on the word. Maybe go into a time of prayer at your seat. Or you can sing or you can stay
quiet. If you need prayer today, if you would like someone to pray alongside you, guys, we

have a prayer team that is available. You can come up and take advantage of that. We also
have a type of altar that we have up here. And as minimum as it seems, it's symbolic of a

place that you can come and lay something down and leave here today if you choose so. And
you have access to that as well. And so I hope the story of the Bible... has encouraged you, but
not only that, has shown you the reality of how big our God is today. So just please join me in
prayer. Our Vina Marcano, our Father, our King, Father, we thank you for your Son, Yeshua,
the Lamb that has launched forth the new Exodus, the new greater Passover that we find

ourselves in through his blood and we experience true freedom, not just not from just a
physical place, but of a spiritual place. No longer bound to the world, but now we are citizens
of heaven, operating as your representatives here. Father, I ask that the Holy Spirit that you
say is already within us, if we have called upon your name, that it will continue to empower

us, give us boldness to live out the life that we're supposed to live out as participating in that
new creation. We thank you, Father. Praise this be to you. In Yeshua's name we pray. Amen.

Let's sing the Shema together. Shema Yisra'el Adonai Elohe Adonai Echad Baruch Shem
K'vod Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one. Blessed is the name of his glorious

kingdom for all eternity. Now may the God of patience and encouragement grant you to be
like-minded with one another in the manner of Messiah, so that together with one voice you
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Yeshua the Messiah. And may the Lord bless you and

keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord
lift up his countenance towards you and give you his peace. Shabbat shalom, family. Shalom.
We pray this message has blessed and encouraged you and your relationship with God. And
we hope that it has made the Bible more beautiful and more powerful in its impact in your
life. Founded in Truth Fellowship exists to build a community that bears the image of God
and lives the redeemed life only Yeshua gives. If this message has blessed you, or if you see
God working in and through this ministry, we invite you to prayerfully consider partnering
with us so that the message of Yeshua and the truth of God's word continues to reach all

nations. If you would like to take part in this mission, then you can do so at
foundinintruth.com slash give, or you can scan the QR code on the screen. These offerings go

toward providing resources for both our local fellowship as well as our online ministry, but
also our many outreach ministries, including our foster care and adoption ministry, local

charity outreach ministry, our international online children's ministry, and any future
ministries that the Lord would allow us to walk through and walk in to impact the world

around us with His love and blessings. the bold proclamation of the gospel of King Yeshua.
We thank you for your continued support and we look forward to seeing you next time.

Shalom.
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