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Do you ever find yourself searching for something bigger than you? For a community to be a
part of? A place founded on truth and love. A place to worship the King of Kings, the Lord of

Lords, and the Son of God. Welcome to Founded in Truth, where we're more than just a
fellowship. We're a family. So welcome home. And today, I named this message, The Lost

Trinity. And it's probably not going to be about what you would probably think it would be
about, but I hope it's edifying nonetheless. And I'm going to begin by reading a chapter of the
prophet Isaiah. And it's one of my favorite chapters in the Bible. How many of us have like 30
of those? And I want you to hear what the author is saying, and I want you to kind of note the
highs and the lows and the emphasis of what is happening here with this prophecy. So Isaiah
25, the prophet speaks and he says, "Oh Lord, you are my God. I will exalt you. I will praise your
name for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure." And if you

have your scriptures, I'm sorry. I didn't even let you guys catch up. Isaiah 25. I want it to
become a favorite chapter of yours as well. So you guys turn there. It's amazing the age we
live in. Just pull out your iPhone or iPad and just click. Yeah, it's there. Our children will never
know the struggle of just trying to get past Psalms. My God, is it still going? So Isaiah 25, "O
Lord, you are my God. I will exalt you. I will praise your name. For you have done wonderful

things, plans formed of old, faithful, and sure. For you have made the city a heap. The fortified
city a ruin, the foreigner's palace ruined. It is a city no more; it will never be rebuilt. Therefore,

strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. For you have been a
stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy in distress, a shelter from the storm and a

shade from the heat. For the breath of the ruthless is like a storm against a wall, like heat in a
dry place. You subdue the noise of the foreigners. As heat by the shade of a cloud, so the song
of the ruthless is put down. And on this mountain, the Lord of hosts will make for all nations or
all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow and aged
wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering or the shroud that is

cast over all nations and all peoples, and the veil that is spread over everyone. He will swallow
up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of
his people will be taken away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. And it will be said
that this day, and on this day, behold, this is our God, and we have waited for him that he
might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him. Let us be glad and rejoice in his

salvation. For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain, and Moab shall be trampled
down in his place as straw trampled down in a dunghill. And he will spread out his hands in

the midst of it as a swimmer spreads out his hands to swim. But the Lord will lay low his
pompous pride together with the skill of his hands, and the high fortifications of his walls. He
will bring down, lay low, and cast to the ground to the dust." So, if you've never read Isaiah 25

before, you have been introduced to a very powerful prophecy and chapter. What is this
chapter about? Well, it kind of goes—I'll make a quick PowerPoint. It has many different

elements. You know, it starts off by God relieving the burden of foreign oppression, and God is
a refuge for the needy and the outcasts. God's banquet in which all nations attend, and God's
victory over death, forgiveness, and of the past of his own people. And then God's punishment
of the arrogant and prideful—those who are prideful towards his mission. And you know, we
read this, and we are consumed with this vision of this awesome wrath of God that's going to

be laid out to those who are against him and his people, right? And God is going to do
something that's going to defeat the arrogant nation. And then he's going to host a feast.

God is going to host a banquet. For who? For all people and all nations. And it will have rich
food and well-refined wine. And you just imagine this huge dinner table that's just like long.

And it's just everybody sitting there. Everybody sitting around dining with God in God's
presence. And after God defeats his enemy, he's going to host this banquet. And who in the

chapter is he most concerned about? It says that he's a stronghold for the poor. The needy in
distress. It says that he's a shelter in the storm and shade in the heat. Reminds me of the song

that we just sang, Psalm 46. And at this mountain where the poor and the needy, the
outcasts and the popular, the rich and the poor, all nations—he's going to devour and defeat

this shroud or veil that comes over and is laid over all nations. And this is a debatable
expression, but I think the chapter is self-explanatory. He's speaking about a veil of mourning
that has to do with death, a funeral veil, if you will. He's going to defeat death and bring life as
a result. He will wipe away tears from the eyes of the afflicted and bring about this new world

where the sins and the trespasses of his people will be blotted out and forgotten. And this
phrase of pulling the veil or covering your face can be found in 2 Samuel 15:30, 2 Samuel 19:4,
Jeremiah 14:3-4. It's a common expression. And the people will shout, "Behold, this is our God.
We have waited for him that he might save us. This is the Lord. We have waited for him. Let

us be glad and rejoice in his salvation." Or, of course, in the Hebrew, "Let us rejoice in Yeshua."
Yeshua. And we look at this prophecy and we think that this is so far and distant, this

apocalyptic scenario. And when we keep reading, we see that God specifically speaks that
he's going to crush the Moabites. He's going to slaughter them. These people who are the
enemies of his kingdom. And then he generalizes who the enemy is right after that. It's the

prideful, the arrogant ones. Those who look down on the followers of God and the kingdom of
God and the mission of God and the earth. And God cannot wait to proclaim his victory and

dine in fellowship with the world that he has created. I love that. I love that chapter. Luke
chapter 15, verse 1. "Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathered around to hear

Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, 'This man receives sinners and
eats with them.'" Turn with me to Luke chapter 15. This is going to be the chapter that we're

going to explore today. Yeshua responding once again to the mentors of the time, the people
that led the way, were considered heroes, fighting heroes for the Judean people. They were
experts in the Torah. They were experts in how to follow God and keep the commandments.
And Yeshua is once again responding to these people that have a tendency to look down on

others, despite them being experts in God's word. And it's fascinating because Luke
specifically—but in all of the Synoptic Gospels, Luke specifically—has this agenda where he
wants to show that Yeshua never leaves the outcasts outside. He never leaves the unclean
out there. He never leaves the poor and the needy, even the Gentiles. He's always looking to
include them in God's love so that they can experience the peace of God in their life. Always.

It's a common theme.
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