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message today. What oil are you burning? I got to go through the history of Hanukkah. I got
to go through the history. But this is the message that I wanted to present to you guys today,
and I hope it's edifying because it was laid on my heart. And I hope it speaks to someone, and

I hope it's encouraging, and I hope it's edifying. Light is a very important element in the
scriptures, right? Of course it is. We see that who is the light of the world? Look at this. John
says, This is great. John says, This is John 1 speaking about our Savior coming and being the
light within all men. It's funny because Yeshua referred to you as a light. Remember that?

You're supposed to be a lamp. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick. And it

gives light unto all the house. What's this? Let your light so shine before men. Let your light so
shine before men. That's interesting. Let your light shine before men. What's the light? How

do you know if you're shining the right light? How do you know if you're shining the right
light? It's an open book test. The answer is right there. That they might see your good works
and glorify who? Which is in heaven. You know you're shining the right light if people glorify

God as a result. You know you're shining the wrong light if people don't. So we have the
menorah and this is what I've been waiting to get to. We have the menorah and what was
needed to light the menorah again in the holy temple? Oil, right? Oil, exactly. Because you
got to have fuel for the light, right? So you have to have pure, good oil. I mean, you couldn't

just have, you know, you couldn't just go to the store and buy olive oil and pour it in the
menorah. It had to be, it was a lot of procedures, right? What happens if you put bad oil in a

lamp, right? Doesn't really work that well. I might get a flicker or might get some weird smoky
I mean just it might be a mess it it won't shine light. That's supposed to be us We're supposed

to be light and we're supposed to be using the right oil in our lamp to shine the light the
question I want you to walk away from today is what oil are you putting in your lamp? What
oil is? Fueling the light that is coming out of you. I Because you can burn a lot of stuff, but if

you're not burning the right oil, then you may not be providing the right light. So how can you
tell? How can you tell you're burning the right oil? We know people can praise God, but is

there any other prescriptions in the Bible? If you're burning the right oil, you'll be able to tell by
how the people around you respond to the message and the actions that come out of you. So

I'm just going to stop with the metaphors for a second because I know I'm hammering
metaphors. Let's just talk about it. If the words that come out of your mouth, if the actions
that you present towards other people, if your witness of scripture is not resulting in people
around you praising God, I would dare. dare take a serious look on what type of oil is fueling
whatever type of light that is coming out of your, whatever type of words that are coming,

whatever type of actions, whatever type of attitude, whatever type of walk you have,
whatever type of thoughts you have, whatever, the things that people see shining from you, I

would dare take an audit on what is fueling those things. Because if everybody is running
away from you and you're supposed to be an ambassador of the King of Kings, it means that

you're doing something that is causing people to run away from the King of Kings. Paul
writes to Ephesus concerning what battle looks like. It's in Ephesians, let's see here, Ephesians

5, 4. And And let me make sure I didn't miss a good. I didn't miss a slide. He writes, he says
that, therefore be imitators of God. So we're supposed to imitate who? So we're supposed to

be a lamp like God, right? No pressure. As beloved children and walk in as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us. A fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But sexual immorality and all
impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you. Let there be no filthiness, nor

foolish talk, nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving
and rejoicing and gratitude toward God. And so it's interesting because I looked up this word,



I believe it was foolish talk, right? And in Thayer's lexicon, it says silly talk, foolish talk, and
buffoonery, right? And I'm like, buffoonery, that's not a word that my generation uses a lot. I
had an idea what it means, but I always think of a baboon that's acting stupid, buffoonery,

right? And so I wanted to correct myself. My generation really doesn't use the word buffoon a
lot. I wasn't really sure what it meant. I knew it wasn't that great of a thing. So I looked up

buffoon. and it's going to be a word that I use a lot now. It says, a person who amuses others
by tricks, jokes, odd gestures, and postures, or a person giving to coarse or undignified joking.

Making a show out of joking and mocking. That's what a buffoon does. A buffoon walks
around and mocks and jokes and always playing around. I was watching a message by
Rabbi Steve Berkson. You ever check this stuff out? He's a really smart guy. And he did a

message on this recently, and he asserted that the Greek is actually rooted in everything I just
said, but the root is boasting. And so he asserted that you joke and you boast in arrogance
about others. In other words, you show yourself off or you show how much you know off by

arrogantly joking and mocking and putting down other people, which fuels you to puff
yourself up as the result of putting down other people. I found that very interesting. I said,

wow, that's disheartening. And then I started looking around in the scripture, and Peter, Peter
writes about supposed believers. I use the word supposed very critically because fear and

trembling is Guys, fear and trembling. Every man needs to work out his own. Fear and
trembling. It's not just something where you're just like, yeah! Fear and trembling. I know the
grace of God is enough, but am I loyal enough to stick to the covenants? Am I loyal enough to
show God I want to? Am I loyal and passionate enough to say, you know what, I will stand for
you, God? His grace is enough, but are you willing to run the race? supposed believers in the

community in the first century. And Peter calls out leaders, supposed believers that are
leaders in the first century fellowships in the early movement of Yeshua. And he talks about
them in 2 Peter 2, 18 through 19. For they mouth empty, boastful words by appealing to the

lustful desires of their flesh. So these are leaders. These are leaders of the new Yeshua
movement. if you will, and the words that they speak are fueled by boasting. I know a lot. I got
this. I'm a good teacher. I'm a good preacher. I'm the best. I know that I'm right, right? Empty

things come out of their mouth. It might sound really good, but they don't have no, it's not
edifying. They entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. So they're

looking for newbies, right? They want the newbies that are just coming out of a life of sin or
maybe they're coming out of Judaism in the first century and they're new to the walk of

Yeshua and so, oh yeah, let me tell you about me. Let me tell you about the stuff that I have.
Indulging in the flesh of their own arrogance, looking down on them. They promised them

freedom. I'll give you truth. I'll give you knowledge. Trust me. While they themselves are slaves
of depravity, moral corruptness. For people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.

Foolish talk. Jude writes about this too. Scary. These people are grumblers and fault finders.
You know what a grumbler is, right? Always yakking about something. Always negative

about something. Always screaming about something. And what's the second attribute?
Fault finder. What's a fault finder? Blame somebody. always finding fault with something or
someone. Hey, you doing that wrong? Oh, you're not doing it as good as me. Oh, you're not a
Christian. Oh, you're not a believer. Oh, you're not saved because you're not doing it. Oh, I say
it's like this because I'm smart and I know it. I'm a leader. I'm a teacher. If you're not doing it

my way, you must be in grave error. I'm right. Guess what I found out. Guess what new
knowledge I have. Look at this. Look at that. Yeah, I came up with that by myself. What does

the light look like that we're supposed to be shining? Right? What's it look like? You know
what Paul tells us what it looks like? I'm going to quote a verse and you're going to be like, oh



yeah, they talk about that verse a lot in church. Oh, I forgot about that one. You ready? It's 1
Corinthians 13, 1 through 3. If I could speak all languages of earth and of, if I could speak
angelic angel languages, angelic angel, boom. If I could speak the mystery languages of

heaven or all of the languages of mankind, but I didn't love others. I would be a noisy gong
and a clanging cymbal. Worthless. If I could have a gift of the Spirit, but I don't have love, it's
worthless. If I had the gift of prophecy, wouldn't that be cool? That'd be scary. If I could have
the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God's secret plans, If I knew all the mysteries of
the Bible, if I knew all of the cool little things that I could teach everybody and make myself
look good, if I could just know all the secrets of the mysteries of the scriptures and possessed

all of the knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains but didn't love
others, I would be nothing. Everybody repeat after me. Nothing. If I gave everything I have to

the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast about it, but if I didn't have love, I've
gained nothing. Paul was tormented so many times. He got beaten with rods six times.
Roman Empire, that shouldn't have happened to him. He was a Roman citizen. He was

exempt from that punishment. He talked about it. Listen, guys, I know I got beaten. I've been
through all these trials, but I'm still praying for you, and I still want you to be thankful for

everything that, even if you're going through trials, be thankful for. because I love you. That's
what the light is supposed to look like. It's amazing because every year during this season, oh,
here's the agenda. I'm supposed to do messages that are applicable to things that people are
going through in their lives right now. Is that okay? So like Thanksgiving, I talked about being
joyful and thankful, right? So Hanukkah, I'm talking about being a light. And guess what? It's

also the Christmas season. So we can kind of talk about that a still are just ultra obsessed
with Christmas. Not celebrating it, no, no, we've made an idol out of hating it. It's incredible.

It's a true story, absolute true story, and it's sad. Every year during this season, supposed
believers are so un-Christ-like, it's embarrassing the kingdom of God. People make arrogant
comments to their friends at work, to their friends outside of work, buddies that come over
and hang out at the weekend. People look down on their own families, their parents, their

siblings, their cousins. Look down on them. People zealously rip apart relationships and
what's sad is they use the name of God to do it. Rip apart relationships. "Ah, you're nothing
but a bunch of pagans." "It's your mother you're speaking to." "It's your father, that's your
sister." Really? People post the stupidest, stupidest nonsense. on the internet. Not for the

purpose of spreading the message of the gospel. No, no. No, no, no, no, no. They want to be
heard and they want to find affirmation in being right in their own eyes. They're better, of

course. Others are not as good as them if they don't believe the same things. It's foolish talk.
Foolish talk. Why does all this happen? Because they know people who are celebrating

Christmas and Christmas isn't in the Bible. Christmas isn't in the Bible. With the holiday, we
know when it started. We have primary sources that tell us exactly where it started, exactly

how the date came to be. We have some rough sources, some stuff that talks about how the
traditions came about being. Today's Christmas is not the same Christmas that was 200

years ago. I'm kind of thankful for it because 200 years ago, it was on par with Mardi Gras. It's
really what it was throughout the Middle Ages. Nowadays, it's just been fueled by

commercialism. I was talking to a friend in the Netherlands. She was visiting, and I was like,
what do you guys do for Christmas? And she's like, we have Sinterklaas. What is that? She's

like, it's on like December 6th or 8th or something like that. And that's when they celebrate St.
Nick coming and giving out candy to people, and he's got his little buddies, right? Six to eight
little buddies. And I'm like, well, what do you do for December 25th? Mm-hmm. "What do you
mean? That's Christmas." She's like, "Well, we still do it, but it's mainly because of you guys."



"What do you mean, because of us?" She's like, "Well, America has really made it a very
commercialized thing, and so it hits the states." "Talking about Halloween too, that was

interesting." She's like, "Yeah, we do Halloween because of you guys too." "That's not some
type of..." "No, we never really did it before. It was just incredible. Just incredible." Sorry, getting
off an exit. How many of you guys have friends that celebrate Christmas? Family? People you

love. I'm going to ask a question and it's going to offend probably some of you. Maybe not,
maybe. Do you want them to have a good Christmas? Some people, no. Okay, what do you

want to happen? What they're doing is wrong and I don't believe it. I don't believe Christmas.
I don't celebrate Christmas. I don't. I don't. Don't celebrate Christmas. I acknowledge Yeshua's
birth earlier in the year and Christmas comes. Nothing for me. It's fine. So I'm like, well, what
do you want? How do you want their day to go? Or they're just doing it all wrong. I'm like, so

you think they're sinning? Absolutely. Okay. So do you want like God to strike them down? Do
you want him to release a plague upon them so they die slowly just like God did in the desert

and the Israelites when they rejected him? Is that what you want for your family on
Christmas? Some people. No, I don't think I'll. No, no. Okay, so you want them to have a good
day? Yeah, I guess so. You want them to, I mean, what do they celebrate? Well, they think it's
Jesus' birthday. So they get together and all the traditions of the family and it's kind of been

passed down from generation to generation. It's just what they do. So you want them to have
a Merry Christmas. How long ago was it when you were celebrating Christmas? Those of you
who don't celebrate. Huh? Three years? Six? Five? Fifteen? Sixteen? Oh, I thought I was in the

lead with thirteen, fourteen. Okay. Thirty-five. Okay. I should have had an award ready. 35
years. The day that is recognized and honored by modern Christians as the birthday of Jesus.
The day that they honor... Because they believe that God sent his son and his son was born so

that they could have eternal life and enter into God's covenants and promises as scripture
says. That's why they honor the day. How long ago was it when you celebrated it and that

was your motivation? Maybe that wasn't your motivation. But for those of you, did you think
that was your motivation? I mean, for me, that's what mom taught me. It's his birthday. You
make a tree that lights up and it's pretty cool. Presents, but it's Jesus' birthday. It's a priority.

All right. Did you come to that knowledge by yourself? Did you just, to stop celebrating? I
mean, you probably found a book or something, or you searched really, really hard, or maybe

you just developed the wisdom, and you studied, and you were a seeker of truth, and you
found the history, and you made the decision to stop doing Christmas. Were you the one who
was a truth seeker that got all this knowledge and wisdom and was able to find truth? Yeah,
maybe some of us, maybe? 'Cause my scripture says, my Bible says, my Bible says that for the

Lord gives wisdom. From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. So the day that
you decided I'm not gonna do Christmas anymore, was that because of something you did or

was that because God said, you know what, I'm gonna take the blinders off of you and I'm
gonna lead you into a new level and I'm gonna take you to a place that I want you 'cause I
think that you're mature enough and ready to go there. How many of you was that? Every

single person here today did not come here because they just, they did it. Every single person
here today is here because God wanted them here today. How dare us think that we are
better than people that are at a place that God wants them to remain? He has not given

them the knowledge and the wisdom. He has not taken the blinders off. He has not done the
same thing that he did for you. How dare us think that we're better than someone else, that

our light is somehow purer because God felt the need to bless us with a new stage in a
relationship with him. How many of us are praying for the people legitimately? Not for

plagues, praying for the people. God did not give you that knowledge to look down on other



people. God gave you that knowledge so that you would position yourself in a place so that
when they do come to truth, they'll have someone to lean on and support them. If you're the
person mocking them, they're not going to have anybody to support them when the truth is
revealed. And guess what? They may darn well reject it. And that won't be their fault. Light.

Light. We're supposed to be like Yeshua. Burn the oil that he burned, right? Right? That's
what we're supposed to do. Do you guys know that Yeshua sat down and had a meal with

people who celebrated Christmas? Did you guys know that? Oh, I'm sorry. I quoted the
wrong... You're right. I'm sorry. I got the... I got the whole, it's Mark 2, verse 15. Can you guys
have your scriptures? Let's turn to Mark 2, verse 15. The slide didn't show up, so we'll just, in

fact, Mark 2, verse 15. We're going to open our Bibles and see what the word of God, and we're
going to see what Yeshua did. Okay? And I hope you bought a Sharpie so you can highlight.
Mark 2, verse 15. Just let me know when you guys get there because this is important. This is

important because if we're truly serious about imitating God, if we're truly serious about being
a light to the world, if we're truly serious about reflecting the light of Messiah, then guys, we
have bigger priorities in life than stupid stuff. Mark 2, verse 15. And when he reclined, he was
over there, he was hanging out with Matthew, my man. And he was reclined at the table at

his house. And many tax collectors and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for
there were many who followed him. And the scribes and the Pharisees, so the scribes and the
Pharisees are people that had certain beliefs certain scopes of righteousness and if you didn't

do the same things that they did because there's like what seven right different groups of
Pharisees if you didn't do the same Holocaust that they did then you were just like you're not

saved right you're not in the kingdom you're not covenant and so the scribes and the
Pharisees of the Pharisees they saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors and

said to his disciples why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners tax collectors bad I mean,
we don't really like the IRS agents when they got an audit us or something, but I mean, I

wouldn't consider them. See, tax collectors were different in the first century because
remember, Judea didn't own itself. They were governed by something called the Roman

Empire. And they were forced to pay taxes to a king that was not their king, to Caesar, to the
Roman Empire. Tax collectors were Judeans who went around collecting forced taxes from

his own people to give them to a foreign empire. Tax collectors were traitors, people. Traitors.
So Yeshua is sitting down with traitors and sinners. Very broad statement, sinners. adulterers,

sinner, murderers, sinner, if you're a zealot, you murder some folk, murderers, liars, thieves,
sinners. So Yeshua was sitting down and he was being a light somehow to traitors and

sinners. In your mind, We got tax collectors and sinners on this side, and then we have people
who think Jesus was born on December 25th on this side. I don't know, and I'm just gonna

step back, and I'm not supporting Christmas. Please don't think so. I'm supporting living a life
that imitates Christ and Yeshua, being an ambassador. That's what I'm supporting. What

side do you think is worse? Yeshua sat down with sinners and tax collectors. Is that worse or
better than sitting down with people who celebrate Christmas? I think that's when he was

born. I want to impress on you something today because we're in a season. And this message
is not just for this month. It's not just for this month. So blot that out of your mind. Matt's just

doing this because it's December. No, I'll do it. I'll do it in February and then June again. I don't
care. I want you guys to not forget one thing. You can forget everything else. Everything else. I
don't care. Okay? You can misquote me when you leave. Then Matthew said, "I don't care. The
one thing I want you to remember." Everybody got me? You are an ambassador of Christ. You
are an ambassador of the Messiah, the King of Israel. This means that he may, according to 2

Corinthians 5:20, God makes his appeal through you because you're an ambassador. You



represent God. That's who you are as an ambassador. When people see you and you say that
you're a believer, they should see Yeshua. When people see you and you say you're a believer,

they should see Yeshua. You represent the King of Kings. You represent the Alpha and
Omega. You represent the Lord of Lords. You represent the Messiah. You represent the King of
Israel. Every single one of you represent the Son of God. In the way that you speak, in the way
that you talk, in the way that your actions are towards people. Are you doing your job? See,

the issue I have, and I guess why I'm a little passionate about this, is because if we're an
ambassador, then when people see us, they see the invitation to God's kingdom. And so, if we
reach out to people in the same love that Messiah had for his people, then the invitation looks

good, right? If we look like jerks, don't make the Messiah look like a jerk. You'll have a beef
with me. My king is not a jerk, and he should not be labeled as a jerk through our actions.

Thinking that you have somehow this great knowledge and other people are not where you
are, are beneath you, is not how Yeshua said to deliver the gospel. He said, let your light shine.

Paul emphasizes this with speaking about the love of Messiah in you. Instead of reaming
someone up and down because you think they shouldn't celebrate Christmas, why don't you
sit with them and be an example of the justice and righteousness of our King, of the mercy of
our King? Hey, hey, do you know how great my King is? Do you know how great our King is?

Because you're probably talking to believers. Do you know how great our King is? Isn't he
amazing? I have many friends and family who know I don't celebrate Christmas. And when
they ask me why, I tell them, based on actual facts, I tell them I don't do Christmas. I'm still

friends with all my friends that celebrate Christmas. All my family, they haven't been
completely ripped apart because of the way or the witness that I showed them. When I

showed them, yeah, God showed me this. God took me to a new place in my relationship with
him. How I present that doesn't end in relationships being ripped apart and doesn't end in
people running away from the Messiah. Some people told me, "I respect that. That's very

interesting. Wow, that makes sense." And guess what? Some of them, I think you're right. Can
you tell me more? And others aren't there yet. But I'm going to be here waiting for when
they're ready, when they have questions. And until that point, I hope they have a good

celebration. As long as it's Messiah-centered, because that's where they're at. Question is,
what oil are you burning this month? What oil have you been burning all year long? This
month doesn't define us. January 1st comes. January 6th, epiphany comes. No one says a

peep. Shows our lack of education about the topic at hand. What kind of oil have you been
burning all year long? What kind of oil are you going to continue burning? What light do you
shine when you speak? What light do you shine when you act? What light do you shine when
you witness to others about the greatness of your king? If it's not the light that Yeshua shined,
guys, my fear is that you're in a far worse situation than someone who celebrates the birth of

Jesus on December 25th. I'm just... Just self-audit. We need to be at a place where we
understand that we are not better than other people. Pagans all over the world. How are you
better? Because you're saved? That doesn't make you better. It makes God better. Makes God

better that he delivered you from the pits of hell. You think you deserved it? It's by his grace
and his mercy. That makes God better. You're not better than anyone else. Sure, you can feel
that you're more faithful to the covenant than other people. Okay. Be a witness. You know,

what's interesting is scripture says that it's not your job to convict people. Not your job to
convict people. Yeshua says that's why the spirit is here. The spirit convicts people. It's your job
to be a witness and it's your job to give the invitation. It's your God to spread the message of

reconciliation, which is the gospel. Romans 12, 3. Wrap up with this. Do I have it? Nope.
Romans 12, 3. For by grace given me, I say to every one of you, do not think of yourself more



highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment in accordance with
the faith of God has distributed to you. Tonight we kick off the celebration of light, guys. I
know this wasn't like a very cheerful message, but I hope that you at least take a look at

yourself during this week of light when we're supposed to be a light, the light of Yeshua, when
we're supposed to spread that joy and grace of God. Invite people over. Build relationships
over the next week. Show the light of God through your love. Show people the light of the
world. Happy Hanukkah. Hey guys, I'm Matthew Vanderels, pastor at Founded in Truth

Fellowship and I really hope you enjoy this message. If you would like to see more messages
and teachings like this one, please subscribe to our YouTube channel by clicking here. You
can also visit our website to find out more information about our ministry and what we do
right here. And if this message has been edifying to you, please consider supporting us and

the ministry through our secure online giving portal here. This will ensure this message along
with many others will continue to reach those who find themselves far from God. If you'd like
to write us, you can do so at Founded in Truth, P.O. Box 38042 Rock Hill, South Carolina, zip

code 29732. You can also check out our Facebook page at facebook.com slash
foundedintruth. I pray that you stay blessed. I pray that you guys stay encouraged. And I pray

that you stay fit. Founded in Truth. We'll see you guys next time.
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